

Lesson: Interpreting Statistics
Handout 4

The following table is from W. Wayne Smith, The Price of Patriotism: Indiana County, Pennsylvania and the Civil War Shippensburg, PA: Burd Street Press, 1998, pp. 75-76. The author cites as his source the Indiana Weekly Register, 1861-1865.
Note: From Smith’s narrative, one can deduce that the price for farm products, except eggs, is listed by the pound. The price for eggs is listed by the dozen. Prices are provided in dollars and cents.
	Indiana County Market Prices, 1861-1865

	
	1861
	1865
	Percent Change

	Farm Products:

	Red Wheat
	1.00
	2.25
	125

	White Wheat
	1.10
	2.30
	109

	Rye
	  .45
	1.50
	233

	Corn
	  .40
	1.20
	200

	Oats
	  .22
	  .85
	286

	Buckwheat
	  .40
	  .90
	125

	Timothy
	1.50
	  5.00
	233

	Clover
	4.50
	15.00
	233

	 Consumer Goods:

	Bacon
	  .12
	    .22
	  83

	Butter
	  .14
	    .40
	186

	Eggs
	  .12
	    .30
	150

	Flour
	6.50
	12.00
	  85

	Lard
	  .10
	    .25
	150

	Salt
	1.50
	  4.25
	183







