Liberal Studies Committee Minutes 

September 10, 1998 

Sutton 218 

pm 

Members present: M. Sadler, B. Carter, B. Goodwin, R. Soni, R. M. Swinker, H. Wingard, W. Xi 

Members excused: B. Mitchell, N. Nastase 

Guests invited to present proposals: T. Shellenbarger, A. Henry, J. B. Smith, F. Calabrese, V. Mancuso (Dean, Punxsutawney Branch Campus) 

Meeting called to order at 3: 15 

New members Dr. Mary Swinker and Dr. Beverly were welcomed and introduced. 

Minutes of April 23, 1998 - approval deferred to the next meeting 

Synthesis proposals: 

On a Carter/Wingard motion, 499 Aging in America (Teresa Shellenbarger, Nursing & Allied Health Professions) was unanimously approved with the following suggestions: that attention to cultural/ethnic differences in perceptions of the aged be addressed; and that Dr. Shellenbarger contact the Sociology department to review their course Sociology of Aging for the purpose of identifying similarities/differences and perhaps adding to the proposed course reference list some readings from a sociological perspective. 

On a Wingard/Carter motion, LS 499 1912-1913: RMS Titanic, Proust, and the Romanovs (Anita Henry, French) was unanimously approved with the following suggestions: identify in more depth how the historical perspective including history of technology will be addressed (objective #2 speaks to the historical perspective, however the contribution of this discipline is not addressed in any depth in answers to #2 and #3 on the Synthesis Summary page). It was also gleaned from the discussion with Dr. Henry that discussion of the impact of economics will also likely occur in the context of this course. The second suggestion is to rename the course with a title more inclined to generate student interest. 

Writing Intensive proposals: 

On a Wingard/Carter motion, the request by Dr. Anita Henry for Type I Writing Intensive-Professor Commitment was unanimously approved. Dr. Henry will be asked to submit to the LS office the entire course syllabus for FR 301 Portraits of Women in the French Novel so that the file copy of the proposal is complete. 

On a Soni/Carter motion, the Type III approval requested by Dr. J.B. Smith for HP 442 Seminar in Health, Physical Education and Sport was tabled until it is determined whether the course proposal is consistent with the original syllabus of record. The committee noted inconsistency in the course description, course objectives, and content and could not proceed with approval as a writing intensive course until this issue is satisfied. The department chair will be contacted by M Sadler to discuss concerns raised by the committee. 

On a Carter/Swinker motion, the Type I approval requested by Mr. Frank Calabrese (Criminology) was tabled until the following concerns are addressed: a complete copy of the CR 300 syllabi including topical outline needs to be forwarded with the proposal;  samples/examples of writing assignments are requested (i.e. Case Study paper); the method of evaluation needs clarified for the committee and for students as well. Suggestions from the committee include: consider adding current journal articles as required readings in addition to the text and refer students to the IUP attendance policy found in the undergraduate catalog. 

For Discussion: 

Dr. Valarie Mancuso presented a brief overview of the strategic plan for the branch campuses which is to offer degree programs focused primarily on workforce development. It is proposed that programs designed as Associate in Arts (AA), Associate in Science (AS), and Associate in Applied Science (AAS) be developed for the branch campuses. As a preliminary step, an ad  hoc group was appointed by Provost Staszkiewicz to develop the Liberal Studies core for future associate degree programs. The results of the ad group was presented to the Liberal Studies committee. Questions from individual members can be to Valarie Mancuso and discussion will occur at the next LS committee meeting. Meeting adjourned at 5:15 pm 

