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First Merged Departmental Graduation Reception to be He
2012

The first reception for  |[floor of Sutton Hall). The | tal faculty at the recep-
graduates of the recently|reception will recognize dextion. Watch your email
Jovana Ramos 2 |[merged IUP Department plartmental Spanish and | for more information re-
Foreign Languages will b&rench majors who gradu-|| garding this reception. If
held Friday, May 11, ated in December 2011, as you plan to attend, pleas
Noche Latina 4 |[[2012. The reception will |well as those planning to ||RSVP by emailing Linda
begin at 4 pm, and will |graduate in May 2012 and|| Dickie at dickie@ iup.ed
APPLES/ Chinese bar|-take place in the IUP De{August 2012. Graduates andr by calling the depart-
guage Competition | partment of Foreign Lan-|their friends and families arenental office at (724) 35
Study Abroad Fairl 6 guages hallway (fourth |jwelcome to join departmen--2325 by May 7th.

Inside this issue:

Jessica Monk 3

Chinese Cultural EVenf

IUP Chinese Language Student Wins Third Prize

321;;223”‘1 Lacte National Contest, Interviewed Moice of America

Jazminn Jones, a student in a Chinese 202 class at IUP, won thi
place in the Junior Level Group at the third annual Eastern U.S. (

i New York. After the competition, Jones was interviewed/bice of
America(VOA). Eighty students from twenthree universities in thy
Eastern U.S. region participated. This was the first time IUP stud

nary contests held at various places in the Eastern U.S. Three st

i LB including Jones from IUP, attended the preliminary contest at Sa
Jazminn Jones, fronty/incent College on March 24. See page five of this newsletter fg

row, second from right . : - -
more information on the preliminary regional contest. Congratula

el Jazminn!

Search Underway for Té€raak Professor of Japanese Lang

d Fr

e

[y

at

d
Chi-

nese Proficiency Competition, held April 7, 2012 at Pace Universjty in

a)

”

ents

attended this annual contest. The finalists were chosen from preljmi-

udents
nt

r
[ions

juag

The Department of Foreign Lan-| | Japanese language and culture beginBepartment faculty and will
guages is currently conducting anning Fall 2012. Japanese language halso participate in the Asian
international search for a professobeen taught as part of the Critical LanStudies Program. Information

ful candidate will teach classes inwill be part of the Foreign Language | on the department website.

N
(

of Japanese language. The succegsiages Program. The new professor about the search can be found
1

Visit us at www.iup.edu/foreignlanguages
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Greetings from Valladolid, Spain: Student Impressions from Spa

n, S

By Jovana Ramos

After two and a half years at |
it was difficult to imagine spend
ing a semester elsewhere. | wa
very much in my comfort zone
had my friends, the places whe
| liked to go, and a campus that
know so well that | can even
draw a map of it from memory.
To leave that behind to spend g
semester in another country
where | had no idea what to ex-
pect was nerveacking, but | de
cided to do it anyway. That dec
sion is one of the best decisions
that | could have made.

| never would have imagineg
that one day | would be sitting i
a café in Spain as part of my

ol t

differen
experience w
everything y
learn in th
classroom ¢
be applied @
dayto-day

bas

—

q

oy

~

usual routine. That one day |

could have a usual o
spot to go to |the fAu
get coffee after only a couple of

mont hs. | candt bel.

fortable it feels now.

Kelly Krakosky, Jovana
Ramos, and Eve Pellitteri

It is such a different exper
ence when everything you
[Barn M Mectlgbsroam can
be applied on a day to day
basi s. It hijn
@pting to be able to walk to :
beautiful 1%' century
nchurch and look for yourself
at what your art professor
Bvas explaining to you in
class that day or being abl
43 use what you learned in

rammar when talking to
.8 r host mom at dinner.
Speaking in Spanish be-
comes your lifestyle becaus
iyoy havg no other choice.

Instead of only hearing it in
class you hear it everywheré
you go, you read it on the
street signs, and only stud
for your classes in Spanish.

Living in a different

D

country and being immerseq

in the culture is defi-
nitely helping me see
things from a different
perspective and even
appreciate some things

that | take for granted. In

many of my classes thg
themeCarpe diemhas
come up quite a few
ti mes and
son that |
able to apply here and
that | hope to keep in m
heart for as long as |

I i ve. Il 6m i
studying and traveling.
|l Om getti ng
that people always say
that want to do and
might never get the
chance. | was lucky
enough to get the chan
and | am very glad that
took it.

e i

hat
) V e

y

——p
@D
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By Jessica Monk

Studying abroad in
Spain has been one of
the best experiences of
my life. Living within
another culture, con-
stantly speaking a for-

ing new people from all
over the world have

Being immersed in the
Spanish culture and lan

at the University of Val-
ladolid have helped im-
prove my vocabulary,
accent, pronunciation,
and understanding of th
language in general.
The classes in this
course are really useful
and the professors have
genuine desire to see y
learn and appreciate th
language.

Getting used to an-
other culture can be a b

eign language, and meet you so much you just

changed the way | see s(awesome. They can
many aspects of my life.

guage and taking classeg¢help you understand

difficult at first, but it

Page

Spain or branch out and

really makes you appre.
ciate the culture you livf :

in, as well as opens yol
eyes to how other peog
live. Your host family | .=
can help you feel more| .

comfortable and teach

have to ask. Making [
Spanish friends has be|

show you around, tell
you about the best
places in the city, and

things about the lan-
guage and culture. The

~—

tries. A few of us have
even traveled to Africa! |
you find cheap flights an
opt for hostels and
cheaper hotels instead g
five star hotels, the poss
bilities are incredible. Se
the world while you can.
Study abroad is an
amazing experience for ¢
many reasons. If you tak
=5 advantage of all the op-
.| portunities to learn, mak
| new friends, and travel,
0 be an

di t 61 |
youol l neve

g to travel, but take advan-

tage of being in
Europe! There
are several long |2
> |weekends and a %
o(two week break |
e | for Semana Santg |§
and | encourage
you to travel!

if Travel around

try other European count

o -

1%

_.‘
—




