
Visit us at www.iup.edu/foreignlanguages 

tal faculty at the recep-

tion. Watch your email 

for more information re-

garding this reception. If 

you plan to attend, please 

RSVP by emailing Linda 

Dickie at dickie@ iup.edu 

or by calling the depart-

mental office at (724) 357

-2325 by May 7th.   

The first reception for 

graduates of the recently-

merged IUP Department of 

Foreign Languages will be 

held Friday, May  11, 

2012. The reception will 

begin at 4 pm, and will 

take place in the IUP De-

partment of Foreign Lan-

guages hallway (fourth 

floor of Sutton Hall). The 

reception will recognize de-

partmental Spanish and 

French majors who gradu-

ated in December 2011, as 

well as those planning to 

graduate in May 2012 and 

August 2012. Graduates and 

their friends and families are 

welcome to join departmen-
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Japanese language and culture begin-

ning Fall 2012. Japanese language  has 

been taught as part of the Critical Lan-

guages Program. The new professor 

will be part of the Foreign Language 

The Department of Foreign Lan-

guages is currently conducting an 

international search for a professor 

of Japanese language. The success-

ful candidate will teach  classes in 

Department faculty and will 

also participate in the Asian 

Studies Program. Information 

about the search can be found 

on the department website. 
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IUP Chinese Language Student Wins Third Prize at  

National Contest, Interviewed by Voice of America 

Jazminn Jones, a student in a Chinese 202 class at IUP, won third 

place in the Junior Level Group at the third annual Eastern U.S. Chi-

nese Proficiency Competition, held April 7, 2012 at Pace University in 

New York. After the competition, Jones was interviewed by Voice of 

America (VOA). Eighty students from twenty-three universities in the 

Eastern U.S. region participated. This was the first time IUP students 

attended this annual contest. The finalists were chosen from prelimi-

nary contests held at various places in the Eastern U.S. Three students, 

including Jones from IUP, attended the preliminary contest at Saint 

Vincent College on March 24.  See page five of this newsletter for 

more information on the preliminary regional contest. Congratulations 

Jazminn! 

Jazminn Jones, front 

row, second from right 



By Jovana Ramos 

After two and a half years at IUP 

it was difficult to imagine spend-

ing a semester elsewhere. I was 

very much in my comfort zone. I 

had my friends, the places where 

I liked to go, and a campus that I 

know so well that I can even 

draw a map of it from memory. 

To leave that behind to spend a 

semester in another country 

where I had no idea what to ex-

pect was nerve-racking, but I de-

cided to do it anyway. That deci-

sion is one of the best decisions 

that I could have made. 

     I never would have imagined 

that one day I would be sitting in 

a café in Spain as part of my 

usual routine. That one day I 

could have a ñusualò meeting 

spot to go to the ñusualò place to 

get coffee after only a couple of 

months. I canôt believe how com-

fortable it feels now. 

 It is such a different experi-

ence when everything you 

learn in the classroom can 

be applied on a day to day 

basis. I think itôs more inter-

esting to be able to walk to a 

beautiful 15th century 

church and look for yourself 

at what your art professor 

was explaining to you in 

class that day or being able 

to use what you learned in 

grammar when talking to 

your host mom at dinner. 

Speaking in Spanish be-

comes your lifestyle because 

you have no other choice. 

Instead of only hearing it in 

class you hear it everywhere 

you go, you read it on the 

street signs, and only study 

for your classes in Spanish. 

     Living in a different 

country and being immersed 

in the culture is defi-

nitely helping me see 

things from a different 

perspective and even 

appreciate some things 

that I take for granted. In 

many of my classes the 

theme Carpe diem has 

come up quite a few 

times and thatôs one les-

son that Iôve truly been 

able to apply here and 

that I hope to keep in my 

heart for as long as I 

live. Iôm in Europe, 

studying and traveling. 

Iôm getting to do things 

that people always say 

that want to do and 

might never get the 

chance. I was lucky 

enough to get the chance 

and I am very glad that I 

took it. 
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òIt is such a 

different 

experience when 

everything you 

learn in the 

classroom can 

be applied on a 

day-to-day 

basis.ó 

Jovana Ramos and 

Jesse Carnevali 

Kelly Krakosky, Jovana 

Ramos, and Eve Pellitteri 



By Jessica Monk 

 

Studying abroad in 

Spain has been one of 

the best experiences of 

my life.  Living within 

another culture, con-

stantly speaking a for-

eign language, and meet-

ing new people from all 

over the world have 

changed the way I see so 

many aspects of my life.  

Being immersed in the 

Spanish culture and lan-

guage and taking classes 

at the University of Val-

ladolid have helped im-

prove my vocabulary, 

accent, pronunciation, 

and understanding of the 

language in general.  

The classes in this 

course are really useful 

and the professors have a 

genuine desire to see you 

learn and appreciate the 

language. 

     Getting used to an-

other culture can be a bit 

difficult at first, but it 

really makes you appre-

ciate the culture you live 

in, as well as opens your 

eyes to how other people 

live.  Your host family 

can help you feel more 

comfortable and teach 

you so muchðyou just 

have to ask. Making 

Spanish friends has been 

awesome.  They can 

show you around, tell 

you about the best 

places in the city, and 

help you understand 

things about the lan-

guage and culture. The 

excursions with the univer-

sity are good opportunities 

to travel, but take advan-

tage of being in 

Europe!  There 

are several long 

weekends and a 

two week break 

for Semana Santa, 

and I encourage 

you to travel!  

Travel around 

Spain or branch out and 

try other European coun-

tries. A few of us have 

even traveled to Africa! If 

you find cheap flights and 

opt for hostels and 

cheaper hotels instead of 

five star hotels, the possi-

bilities are incredible. See 

the world while you can. 

     Study abroad is an 

amazing experience for so 

many reasons. If you take 

advantage of all the op-

portunities to learn, make 

new friends, and travel, 

itôll be an experience 

youôll never forget. 
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