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Environmental Health & Safety

422 Sutton Hall
Indiana, PA  15705
T: 724-357-5705
CONFINED SPACE EMERGENCY RESCUE PROCEDURE

I. INTRODUCTION

This procedure is designed to safely remove injured employees from a confined space with little or no risk to other employees.   

Refer to the CONFINED SPACE PROGRAM for entry procedures.

Emergency rescue from a confined space by University personal shall occur only in cases of immediately life threatening occurrences such as heart attack or lack of consciousness.   The Indiana fire and Rescue squad will perform all other Emergency rescue.  

II. RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND SETUP 

Rescue equipment to be used by IUP personal includes a tripod with retrieval system and body harnesses to be worn by employees going into the confined space. 

The tripod will be set up off to the side of manholes and checked for stability prior to entry by the safety observer and individuals who will be working in the confined space.  Once opened, the individuals involved will place the tripod over the manhole to assure that it will fit the area and be stable for rescue.  The tripod then can be moved back to the side of the manhole.  

Both individuals entering the confined space will put the body harnesses on before going into the space.  All atmospheric testing and ventilation shall be conducted according to the established CONFINED SPACE PROGRAM.  Under no circumstances will the safety observer enter the confined space.   

III. EMERGENCY RESCUE PROCEDURE

If for any reason during the course of working in the confined space an employee becomes ill or injured and a removal must be carried out, the safety observer will immediately use the radio to call the University Police for help giving location and 
condition of individual needing assistance.  The University Police dispatcher will immediately dispatch officers and 911.

The observer will remain in contact with individuals in the confined space.  If removal by university personal must be conducted, (employee in space not breathing or suffering a heart attack) the observer will position the tripod over the manhole, lower the cable for the second individual to attach to incapacitated individual’s harness.  

Once the cable is attached, the second individual in the space will signal the observer either verbally or by hand gestures to begin removal of injured employee.  The second individual will assist by guiding the injured person through the space while the safety observer uses the retrieval system to pull injured person out of the space. 

Once removed from the space individuals trained in CPR will begin to assist injured employee.  Once University Police or medical personal arrive, they will assess injured persons condition and determine next course of action.

For non-life threatening conditions such as broken bones, sprained or strained muscles, dizziness, etc. the safety observer will use the radio to call for help giving location and condition of individual needing assistance.  The University Police dispatcher will dispatch officers and 911.

The observer will remain in contact with individuals in the confined space.  The second individual will remain with the injured employee in the space monitoring his condition until relieved by other trained persons or emergency personal arrive to assess the situation and remove injured employee from the space.  
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