
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Director:  

 
Our fall semester began on a very sad 
note with the loss of our colleague, 
Karen Dandurand. We have all been 
struggling to make adjustments.  This 
has not been an easy task because 
Karen served the needs of so many 
students, in and out of class.  I am 
grateful to everyone for your patience 

as we make various new arrangements for the many 
dissertation committees that Karen either directed or 
served on as a member. Like the journal she founded, 
her Legacy will serve as our inspiration. 
 
On a happier note, there are many positive things that 
I can report to you about.  For one thing, we have 
hired a dynamic new colleague, Adrian Wisnicki, 
whose special area of expertise is in 19th century 
British literature, but as you can see from the interview 
with him in this issue, his interests and skills extend far 
beyond the literary period and the print medium.  
 
We will all miss Bertha Cecconi since she retired this 
past summer.  I came to rely on her good judgment 
because she knows how our programs work inside and 
out, but we are also very fortunate to have our new 
secretary, Maggie Shotts.  Maggie brings a wealth of 
experience working at IUP to her new position, 
especially since she worked for several years in the 
Graduate Office.  If you have not already done so, 
please welcome Maggie.  Working in Leonard 111 and  

 
serving the needs of six graduate programs in English 
is a demanding job, and Maggie has handled her new 
tasks with grace and dedication. 
 
We have also had very positive discussions with the 
IUP administration, and they have been highly 
supportive of the needs of our program.  This means, 
for instance, that two new graduate hires at the 
Assistant Professor level have been approved for our 
program: one in twentieth century U.S. fiction; 
another in 19th century American literature.  We will 
begin screening interviews for these positions at the 
2012 Modern Language Association Convention, 
January 5-8, 2012 in Seattle.  This also means that 
there will be a great deal of work over the coming 
months for our Recruitment and Selection committee, 
and for that we are all very grateful.  Assistant Chair of 
the English Department, Tina Perdue, has worked 
tirelessly to help move these positions (along with 3 
others in the department) through all the 
administrative channels necessary to get approval.  
On-campus interviews will be occurring during spring 
semester, and if it all possible please try to meet the 
candidates and attend their presentations. 
 
Let me also welcome all our new students in both our 
M.A. and Ph.D. programs.  These are challenging 
times with the global economic crisis affecting 
everyone, everywhere.  We all appreciate the great 
commitment it takes for anyone undertaking graduate 
study in the humanities.  The IUP graduate programs 
in Literature and Criticism are designed to respond to 
these challenges, so we hope that our new students 
will experience our investment in serving their needs.  
For all our students, we appreciate your participation 
in the vibrant intellectual community we have 
sustained at IUP.  As I often say, the success of our 
students is the best measure of the success of our 
program. 
 
 

David Downing, Director 
Graduate Studies in Literature and Criticism

Indiana Univer s i t y  o f  Pennsy lvania  L & C Program Newsle t t e r  
Volume 25, Issue 1    Fall 2011 	  
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National Appalachian Studies 

Conference at IUP in March 
 
by Z. A. Rhone 
 
This newsletter is often filled with news about graduate 
students and faculty presenting at national conferences 
all across the country.  This article, however, is about a 
national conference at IUP this coming March—the 
largest conference to meet here in the history of the 
program:  the 35th annual meeting of the Appalachian 
Studies Conference (ASA), March 23-25, 2012 
(http://www.appalachianstudies.org/conference).  “Last 
year’s conference at Eastern Kentucky University 
attracted 800 registrants,” notes Professor Jim Cahalan, 
2012 ASA Program Chair.  “Like most ASA conferences, 
the EKU one was held during spring break, in order to 
have the run of the whole campus for meeting places.  
But we were determined to hold ours when classes were 
in session, so that we can involve IUP students and 
faculty as much as possible.  This has made it much 
harder to find places to meet and eat on campus, but 
we’ve nonetheless succeeded, and it’s well worth all of 
the extra trouble.  Already, several grad students have 
submitted proposals.  Ken Sherwood will be on a panel 
about local environmentalist efforts, and Tom Slater on 
one about film treatments of Appalachia.”  Students in 
Jim’s spring ENGL 753/853 and ENGL 762/862 
courses will be able to participate in the conference as 
central parts of their course work.   
 
Funding has also been a big challenge.  “We couldn’t 
have picked a tougher year to beg for money,” Dr. 
Cahalan adds, “given the 18% budget cut at IUP this 
year.  But we’ve nonetheless received support, starting 
with our own program and department, thanks to the 
generosity of David Downing and English Department 
Chair Gian Pagnucci.  And, somehow, we’ll find the rest 
of the money we need, even if I have to write a big check 
myself!” 
 
This conference will be the first time that the ASA will 
meet north of the Mason-Dixon line.  Jim notes, 
“There’s a saying in Appalachian studies that Appalachia 
is always somewhere to the south.  But it’s also in the 
north, and, in fact, by a large margin, there are more 
square miles of the Appalachian Regional Commission’s 
‘official Appalachia’ in Pennsylvania than in any other 

state.”  Fittingly, then, this year’s conference theme is 
“The Wide Reach of Appalachia.” 
 
This conference is hosted by IUP’s new Center for 
Northern Appalachian Studies 
(http://www.iup.edu/appalachianstudies), directed by 
Dr. Jim Dougherty of the Sociology Department, who is 
also the Conference Director.   “He’s the guy who got 
me into all this trouble to begin with,” Cahalan half-
jokes, “by signing us on with ASA to host the 
conference.  I ran a couple of smaller regional 
conferences a long time ago and swore I’d never do it 
again—not only because it’s so much work but also 
since, during conferences, the hosts are running around 
helping people and putting out logistical fires and, 
therefore, unable to attend most of their own 
conference!  Yet, here I am, at it again, in much deeper 
this time, with a much bigger conference.  But creating 
this special opportunity for our graduate students and 
bringing in Si Kahn should make it all worthwhile.”   
 
Si Kahn will be the keynote speaker, workshop leader, 
and featured musician at the conference.  “He’s like six 
people all rolled into one,” marvels Cahalan.  Originally 
from State College, PA, Si Kahn (http://sikahn.com) 
first journeyed to the South in 1965, while a student at 
Harvard, to work in the Civil Rights movement through 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.  He 
remained there, working as a labor and community 
organizer and teacher of other organizers in various 
places in the South, including the mountains of 
Appalachia.  In conjunction with a workshop on 
organizing at the conference, Kahn’s keynote address 
will focus on the history of organizing in Appalachia 
over the past half-century, the period of his involvement.  
He has a Ph.D. in American studies and is the author of 
several influential books, including Organizing: A Guide for 
Grassroots Leaders, How People Get Power: Organizing 
Oppressed Communities for Action, The Fox in the Henhouse:  
How Privatization Threatens Democracy and, most recently, 
Creative Community Organizing:  A Guide for Rabble Rousers, 
Activists, and Quiet Lovers of Justice.  “But I first 
encountered Si Kahn,” Cahalan explains, “at one of his 
concerts, a long time ago.”  Si Kahn is a singer-
songwriter with sixteen albums to his name.  Honored 
by the Folk Alliance as 2010’s number one folk artist 
(based on Folk DJ Chart’s airplay statistics from around 
the world), Si Kahn will give a featured concert Saturday 
evening, March 24, at 8:00 in Fisher Auditorium, with 
tickets only $8 for students.  His songs can be sampled at 
http://wn.com/Si_Kahn.  “Aragon Mill,” his best 
known song, has been covered on at least thirty other 
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musicians’ albums.  “In Ireland they renamed it ‘Belfast 
Mill,’” Cahalan says, “and a lot of people over there 
think it’s a traditional Irish folk song from way back, 
which pleases Si to no end.”    
 
The ASA conference program will include dozens of 
papers on literature, a number of panels of creative 
writers, and also several film showings.  ASA promotes a 
thoroughly interdisciplinary conference and, as Jim 
stresses, “the most activist academic conference I’ve ever 
been to and the one that reaches most extensively 
beyond academe.  This is the kind of conference at 
which a panel on coal mining is likely to include not only 
a sociologist who specializes on the subject, but also a 
United Mine Workers official, and maybe even a coal 
miner.”  This year’s conference will feature a plenary 
panel on the Marcellus Shale “fracking” controversy, 
featuring several experts on the subject.  “It’s also the 
friendliest conference I’ve ever been to,” Jim adds, “and 
that’s saying a lot because I’ve been to a great many Irish 
studies conferences.  At ASA, you don’t even have to 
wait for the concert; somebody’s likely to break out a 
fiddle at any moment and start playing it right in the 
lobby next to the conference registration table.”  Jim 
encourages people to email him about the conference at 
Jim.Cahalan@iup.edu. 
 

About the Center for Digital 

Humanities and Culture 
 
By Assoc. Professor Kenneth Sherwood 
 
A colleague recently asked, What exactly is Digital 
Humanities? If I use a computer in the process, isn't 
almost any kind of research these days “digital?” Am I a 
digital humanist when I access a database? 
 
The answer, of course, is a complicated yes and no. 
When we speak of Digital Humanities or Digital English, 
we are referencing the ways in which the kinds of 
learning, research, and teaching we do in the field are 
being transformed through the mediation of digital 
technologies. In particular, we're interested in the 
creation and design of these new textual tools: from 
editorial/archive projects in which scholars take 
advantage of the shift to a digital medium to rethink 
questions of scope, structure, and interface – to tools for 
collaboration or computational analysis of massive 
collections of text. 
 

At IUP, the Center for Digital Humanities and Culture 
serves as a nexus for faculty and graduate students who 
are interested in this emerging, interdisciplinary field. 
Although the co-directors are currently faculty in English 
(Dr. Gian Pagnucci, Dr. Adrian Wisknicki, and myself), 
the mission of the center is to foster collaboration 
among the humanities discplines. Our past projects have 
involved faculty and students in several departments. 
Over the last three years we have conducted pedagogical 
research into blogs as wikis as collaborative writing 
spaces, and audio podcasts as a site for multi-modal 
learning. Graduate assistants have had the opportunity to 
participate in these projects, and we hope these 
opportunities will increase. 
 
At present, the center is very much project driven, which 
means that faculty and students bring projects of their 
own intiative to the center. We are looking at possibilities 
for future workshops and training to help introduce the 
community to practical digital humanities activities. The 
physical center is located in Stabley 201A, where we have 
a Linux lab and will soon install a server for the support 
of in-house projects. 
 
One of my favorite projects linked with a graduate class I 
taught several semesters ago. This course looked at 
digital literature – i.e. creative writing composed for a 
digital, interactive environment. As part of the course, 
students helped me curate a show of contemporary 
digital works at the Kipp Gallery on campus called 
“Reading Rebooted.” Curation invovled selection of 
works, the design of the gallery space with projectors and 
interactive stations, and the creation of a modest 
catalogue. The DHC hosts the web version of this 
exhibit which you can still visit 
at http://readingrebooted.iupdhc.org. This project not 
only introduced emerging literary forms to the IUP 
campus but also gave graduate students the opportunity 
to explore a different mode of critical activity. 
 
Between the two English graduate programs at IUP, we 
have at least four students working on dissertations with 
a digital humanities emphasis. With the arrival of Dr. 
Wisnicki and the growth of the center, we look forward 
to much more such activity. 
 
If you are interested in the digital humanites, please have 
a look at the center website: www.iupdhc.org. Speak with 
or write to the co-directors if you would like more 
information about how to become involved in the digital 
humanities or if you, yourself are considering a digital 
project. 
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Faculty News 
 
Dr. Gail Berlin has finished her term as chair and is 
delighted to return to full-time teaching.  Her 
article,“'Once There Was El�unia': Approaching Affect 
in Holocaust Literature" has been accepted by College 
English and should appear in the May issue.  This study 
deals with a fragment of a poem by a nine-year-old 
murdered in Majdanek and discusses how her text may 
be studied, given the bluntness of usual scholarly 
interpretive tools in approaching literatures of trauma.  
Her paper, "Constructing Tonwenna: A Gesture and Its 
History," will appear in an anthology of essays 
concerning Lawman's Brut, an Early Middle English text, 
to be published by Brill.  The paper examines the motif 
of the "overwrought mother," who bares her breasts 
before her sons in order to prevent fratricide.  Dr. Berlin 
has also had a paper, "Gadgets and Magic in Lawman's 
Brut," accepted for the 7th international Lawman 
Conference to take place in Paris in 2012.  This paper 
will deal with 12th century attitudes towards 
technological innovation. 
 
Dr. David Downing’s essay, “Geopolitical Translators” 
will be republished in the forthcoming book, Something to 
Declare: A Collection of Critical Credos, edited by Jeffrey J. 
Williams and Heather Steffen, and published by 
Columbia University Press.  This essay was initially 
published in the minnesota review in 2008.  David’s essay 
“World Bank University: The War on Terror and the 
Battles for the Global Commons” has been accepted for 
publication in a book, Terror, Theory, and the Humanities, 
edited by Jeffrey DiLeo and Uppinder Mehan.  This 
book will be published as part of a new series entitled 
“Critical Climate Change” by Open Humanities Press.  
David was also appointed by the Executive Committee 
of the Modern Language Association to serve a 3-year 
term, beginning July 1, 2011, on the Committee for 
Academic Freedom and Professional Rights and 
Responsibilities.  On October 19-21, He attended the 
annual CAFPRR meeting at MLA headquarters in NYC. 
 
Dr. Christopher Kuipers has recently been pursuing a 
new research agenda in graphic literature.  In addition to 
designing a graduate comparative literature course on the 
contemporary graphic novel, which will be offered in 
summer 2012, Dr. Kuipers has had an article entitled 
"The New Normal of Literariness: Graphic Literature as 

the Next Paradigm Genre" accepted for a forthcoming 
issue of Studies in Comics.  In addition, he will be 
presenting on "Epic, Roman, Graphic Novel:  Three 
Royal Genres" at the First International Conference on 
Comics and the Graphic Novel in November at Instituto 
Franklin, the University of Alcalá de Henares, Madrid, 
Spain.  Dr. Kuipers recently learned that he has won a 
competitive travel grant for attending this conference 
from the University Senate Research Council. 
 
Mike Sell's new book on the avant-garde, The Avant-
Garde: Race Religion War (Seagull Books), has just arrived 
on shelves.  In it, he establishes a new paradigm for the 
field, utilizing interdisciplinary methods and globalist 
approaches to radically recast our understanding of the 
history and significance of the avant-garde.  His edited 
anthology Avant-Garde Performance and Material Exchange: 
Vectors of the Radical (Palgrave Macmillan) appeared earlier 
this year.  An invited essay, "Resisting the Question, 
"What is an avant-garde?" appeared in the Autumn 2011 
issue of NewLiterary History, in a special issue dedicated to 
rethinking the avant-garde, and an invited essay on 
blackface performance and the Black Arts Movement 
will appear next year in a special issue of TDR: The 
Drama Review next year. He will present a paper on 
playwright Ed Bullins's use of popular theatrical tropes 
in November's American Society for Theatre Research 
conference in Montreal, at which he will also be part of a 
career panel dedicated to publishing articles and 
participate in his last Executive Committee meeting. This 
summer, he was awarded the English Graduate 
Organization's Mentor of the Year Award.  He continues 
to serve enthusiastically as a Murrysville Area Soccer 
Association Coach and Cubmaster for 
Murrysville/Export Cub Scout Pack 213. 
 
In April, Dr. Tom Slater went to the Popular Culture 
Association Conference in San Antonio.  A student 
whom he is working with, Stacey Mascia, was presenting 
on circus sideshow performers on stage and screen, 
which is also the topic of her dissertation.  Slater 
presented a paper titled “The Lost Carousel: The Feminist 
Anti-Modernism of June Mathis’s A Trip to Paradise 
(1921)” about the screenplay for the first film adaptation 
of the work that eventually evolved into the Broadway 
musical and film Carousel.  Following, he submitted the 
paper to a journal and is awaiting their decision.  Finally, 
Slater checked out a documentary film called Accidental 
Icon: The Story of the Real Gidget because he was planning 
the undergraduate course on teen comedies, currently 
underway.  Slater learned about the 60’s surfing culture 
and also met Gidget herself, Kathy Kohner Zuckerman.  
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Gidget will hopefully be at IUP next April at a 
screening of the documentary at a 6 O’Clock Series 
event.  Slater’s graduate assistant, Theo Sery, and 
he want to work with other grad students to 
organize some events around Kathy’s visit, 
organize other film events on and off campus, and 
bring film artists to campus (which all could 
include some grant writing).  Anyone interested 
should email Dr. Slater (tslater) or Theo (t.w.sery) 
to get involved and share ideas.  Additionally, 
Slater wrote a 2,000 word piece for a book The Bible 
on Film: Fifty Key Films to be published by 
Routledge next year.  His piece is on the 1923 
Salome, written, directed, produced by, and starring 
Alla Nazimova, and a couple paragraphs on the 
1953 version starring Rita Hayworth.  Finally, 
Robert A. Marcink, whose dissertation Slater directed, 
has now had his work published by Cambria Press, titled 
The Working Class in American Film: The Creation of Image 
and Culture by Hollywood in the 1960s and 1970s.  Slater 
encourages everyone to go to the publisher’s web site 
and check it out. 
 
Dr. Todd Thompson has several publications 
forthcoming this fall. His article "Representative 
Nobodies: The Politics of Benjamin Franklin’s Satiric 
Personae, 1722-1757” will appear in Early American 
Literature 46:3. Additionally, his essay “Parnassus in 
Pillory: Satirical Verse” will appear in the Blackwell 
Companion to Poetic Genre (Ed. Erik Martiny). And, 
Thompson’s entries “Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Key to 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin” and “Transcendentalists (and Their 
Involvement in Abolition)” will appear in The Encyclopedia 
of the Literature of American Slavery (Ed. Timothy M. 
Robinson). All are forthcoming in October and 
November. Dr. Thompson has several forthcoming and 
recent presentations. In November he will be presenting 
a paper—titled “’A Hoosier Michael Angelo’: The 
Politics of Lincoln’s Physical Appearance in the Popular 
Media”—at the Symposium on 19th Century Press, the 
Civil War, and Free Expression in Chattanooga, TN. In 
January he will present a paper—titled “‘The National 
Joker’ and the ‘Stealing back and forth of Symbols’”—at 
MLA in Seattle. This past March Thompson presented a 
paper entitled “Islam, Otherness, and Satire in the Early 
American Republic” at the Society of Early Americanists’ 
Seventh Biennial Conference in Philadelphia. At the 
same conference he chaired a panel called “Cultures of 
Loyalty and Treachery in North America.” His syllabus 
for “Early American Literatures: The Hemispheric Turn” 
(ENGL 983) was published in the “Syllabus Exchange” 

on Society of Early Americanists website: 
http://web.mnstate.edu/seateaching/gradcourse.html. 
 
Dr. Veronica Watson’s article "Demythologizing 
Whiteness in Frank Yerby’s The Foxes of Harrow" was 
published in the inaugural issue of the Journal of 
Ethnic American Literature.  She has also presented at three 
national or international conferences recently, 
including the The Black Women’s Intellectual and 
Cultural History Collective's Conference, Toward an 
Intellectual History of Black Women, held at Columbia 
University, where she presented “Challenging the 
‘Anglo-Saxon monstrosity’: Race, Rape and the 
Construction of the White Home in Zora Neale 
Hurston's Seraph on the Suwanee”; and Inter-
Disciplinary.Net's Global Conference, Images of 
Whiteness, held at Oxford University, where she 
presented “'Occupied Territory': Mapping the Spatial 
Geographies of White Identity and Violence.”  Watson 
has also been reappointed as state Convener of the 
Frederick Douglass Institute Partnership, with an 
additional external grant awarded to support her work. 
 
Dr. Lingyan Yang will present a paper on Karen Tei 
Yamashita’s novel, Through the Arc of the Rain Forrest, in 
MLA in Seattle on Jan. 7, 2012.  She continues the 
organizational work as the Conference Committee Co-
Chair since early Summer 2010 to co-organize and co-
host the MELUS 2013 national conference (Society for 
the Study of the Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United 
States) on March 14-17, 2013, in downtown Pittsburgh 
(not in the forthcoming Mar., but in Mar. the year after). 

Photo: Shana Kraynak 
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An Interview with Dr. Adrian 

Wisnicki 
 
By Z. A. Rhone 
 
Good afternoon, Dr. Wisnicki.  I’m so glad to sit down with you 
for a bit.  How are you adjusting to life at IUP? 
 
I’m really happy to be here.  I have a great set of 
colleagues and have been really impressed with my 
students. 
 
That’s encouraging to hear.  What kind of work were you involved 
in prior to joining the program at IUP? 
 
Most recently I lived in London, then Brooklyn and in 
effect had two jobs. From about 9am to 8pm each day I 
took care of my daugher full time, then in the late 
evenings and very early mornings I researched and 
directed my collaborative digital project on David 
Livingstone, the Victorian explorer of Africa. For about 
two and a half years, there was almost never a break 
from this schedule, but I thought it very important that I 
teach my daughter the language of our people, Polish. 
 
In regard to your work on David Livingstone, I see that you have 
done some work at Livingstone Online.  Could you tell me a bit 
about Livingstone Online and your role with this particular 
scholarly community? 
 
Really I work on two different, but linked Livingstone 
projects.  One aims to make publically available in digital 
editions all the letters Livingstone wrote in his liftetime. 
The other is the David Livingstone Spectral Imaging 
Project., a project funded by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the British Academy. This 
second project has been my main focus over the last two 
years. 
 
I understand that your project utilizes a considerable amount of 
collaboration among disciplines.  What does your particular 
collaborative research entail? 
 
Livingstone produced a diary while stranded in central 
Africa that he had to write without clean writing paper or 
ink.  So he wrote over old newspaper with ink produced 
from the crushed seeds of a local berry.  This is the diary 

he kept just before his meeting with [Henry Morton] 
Stanley.  This meeting is important because it essentially 
restored Livingstone’s reputation with the public and laid 
the groundwork for our remembering of him as an 
iconic figure, especially in Britain where he is still 
revered.  The meeting also established Stanley’s 
reputation as an explorer. Eventually Stanley became one 
of the pioneers of the Congo Free State.  The diary 
catalogues the months leading up to the famous moment 
when Stanley greeted Livingstone with the words, “Dr. 
Livingstone, I presume?” and all the history that 
followed from this moment 
 
The diary is illegible because the paper is fragile, the ink 
has faded. The writing is only about 15% visible.  Last 
summer, we photographed this diary using advanced 
digital imaging technology known as spectral imaging.  
Spectral imaging involves illuminating a document with 
successive wavelengths of light—such as UV, blue, 
green, yellow, and infrared—then photographing and 
digitally processing the images. The processing is done 
by a team of imaging scientists with whom I collaborate. 
My needs as a scholar drive discoveries in their field, 
their work of course allows me to make new discoveries 
in mine. However, when I first started working with the 
imaging scientists it was a very steeping learning curve as 
I effectively had to become conversant in their field so 
that I could understand the possibilities of what we 
could do together. In any case, our project has been very 
successful, and we’ve managed to restore some 99% of 
Livingstone’s lost text. I’ve worked with a team of 
research assistants to transcribe it and encode it in a 
digital language called XML. Our electronic multispectral 
edition of the diary is about to be published by the 
UCLA Digital Library Program. [Check it out: 
http://livingstone.library.ucla.edu/] 
 
In 2008, you published a monograph, Conspiracy, Revolution, 
and Terrorism from Victorian Fiction to the Modern 
Novel.  Would you explain a bit about your research? 
 
That was my dissertation, revised and developed into a 
book.  That monograph focuses on the Victorian era.  It 
looks at the climate of conspiracy in Britain at the time.  
The overriding premise is that conspiracy pervades 19th 
century literature, especially in major canonical authors. 
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Aside from the common time period, do you find a link between 
your studies in frontier literature and your studies in conspiracy, 
revolution, and terrorism? 
 
That’s a good question.  After I finished my Ph.D., my 
wife and I lived in Botswana for a year.  This sparked my 
interest in postcolonial African literature.  The 19th 
century was also a moment where the British Empire 
was large.  It was a time where colonial subjects would 
come back and be linked with conspiracy.  The Moonstone, 
Dracula, and War of the Worlds, for example, are related to 
colonialism but also tied to a conspiracy narrative. As a 
result, the desire to link my interset in Africa and my 
training in Victorian literature led to my work on the 
literature of Empire, especially as it focuses on the 
African context. 

 

 
With no pun intended about your studies in travel literature, where 
are your current scholarly ventures taking you?  Research?  
Conferences?  Publications?  I’ve heard mention about another 
monograph. 
 
A lot of different directions.  We’re about to finish the 
spectral imaging project and will be traveling to the UK 
to share results with stakeholders, including the National 
Library of Scotland and Rhodes House Library, 
University of Oxford. Five of us will be giving panel 
presentations in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Oxford and 
London in the span of about 10 days.  [See the press 
release here: http://www.bbk.ac.uk/news/dr.-
livingstones-lost-1871-massacre-diary-recovered] 
 

Compliments of Dr. Wisnicki, a page of Dr. Livingstone’s diary from 15 July, 1871 appears to the left.  On the right, the processed 
version of Livingstone’s entry appears much clearer than the original. 
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In addition, we ran ahead of time in Livingstone’s 
imaging project, so we also have images from Sir John 
Franklin’s 1821 arctic diary.  This is likely going to be a 
critical edition of Franklin’s diary—my first project at 
IUP and sponsored fully throught the IUP Center for 
Digital Humanities and Culture, which I’m now co-
directing. 
 
I also hope to finish my book about Victorian travel in 
Africa sometime in the near future. 

 
What courses might students expect to see from you in the future? 
 
I hope to teach a variety of Victorian literature courses at 
the undergraduate and graduate levels, including at least 
one on the novels of Dickens. I would also like to 
develop a course called The Digital Victorians which 
would look at how technology and computers are 
changing how we study the Victorian era. 
 

Is there anything else you would like to share 
today as far as scholarly—or even 
personal—endeavors? 
 
[With a humble chuckle] Oh, no.  I 
think that’s probably enough for now. 
 
All right, thank you so much for your time, 
Dr. Wisnicki.  I’ll be on the lookout for 
more from you in the near future. 

 

 
To Whom Much is Received, 

Much is Required 
 
By Sonia Adams 
 
Last summer, I attended the National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee’s (NAIDOC) 
celebration at the Australian Consulate in New York 
City.  I was adamant on going because I would meet one 
of my favorite literary scholars, Dr. Anita Heiss.  Dr. 
Heiss is an Australian Aboriginal educator, writer, 
activist, and social commentator based in New South 
Wales, Australia. Dr. Heiss began NAIDOC’s 
celebration with her presentation, “Aboriginal Voices: 
Celebrating the New Australian Literature,” where she 
discussed the emergence of Aboriginal literature, current 
trends in Australian indigenous publishing companies, 
and notable contemporary Aboriginal novelists and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
poets.  Dr. Heiss was elated that I acquired several of her 
books—Macquarie PEN Anthology of Aboriginal Literature, 
Avoiding Mr Right, and Not Meeting Mr Right—which she 
signed for me.   
 
A few days later, I attended Dr. Heiss’ book launch party 
for her fourth novel in her commercial fiction series, 
Manhattan Dreaming, at an Australian bar in Manhattan.  I 
met Dr. Heiss’ friend named Cathie Cragie, an 
Aboriginal playwright and Artistic Director of the 
National Aboriginal Writers Festival in Sydney.  The 
following week, Cathie and I met Dr. Jackie Huggins 
(Aboriginal Historian and Activist) for breakfast.  I was 
grateful to Dr. Huggins for meeting me on short notice 
and signing my books, Auntie Rita and Sister Girl: The 
Writings of Aboriginal Activist and Historian. 
 
One thing that’s stuck with me since meeting Dr. Heiss, 
Cathie, and Dr. Huggins was the idea of study-abroad in 

Dr. Wisnicki and Dr. 
Sherwood participate in 
scholarly discussion 
outside of Leonard on a 
warm day in Indiana. 
Photo: Shana Kraynak 



The L & C Newsletter     10 
 

  
 

Australia.  In August, I decided to inquire about the 
Institute of International Education’s Fulbright Research 
Grant.  While I was in New York City, I registered for 
and attended the Institute’s information seminar.  Upon 
returning to Indiana, I contacted IUP Fulbright Advisor, 
Dr. Janet Goebel.  Dr. Goebel was very attentive to the 
Fulbright applicants’ inquiries and concerns during the 
application process.   
 
My Fulbright research project, “’Finding Common Ground’: 
Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Women’s Writings as Representative Texts of 
Transnational Women’s Literature,” explores how 
Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women 
writers’ critique of race, gender, class, culture, and 
nationhood contribute to the emergent field of 
Transnational Women’s Literature.  I would like to 
conduct my research project at the University of 
Queensland in Sydney, Australia under the mentorship 
of Dr. Carole Ferrier and Associate Professor Elizabeth 
Mackinlay.  Professor Ferrier is Director of the Women, 
Gender, Culture and Social Change Research Group in 
the School of English, Media Studies and Art History 
(EMSAH) and Editor of Hecate and the Australian 
Women’s Book Review.  Professor Mackinlay is based in the 
School of Education where she teaches courses in 
indigenous studies, anthropology and ethnomusicology.  
The University also has an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies Unit, which offers indigenous studies 
courses in the humanities and social sciences, and 
provides contact with indigenous writers and academics. 
 
As a Fulbright Ambassador, I would like to provide 
volunteer service in the public school where I could 
introduce students to American multiethnic books and 
tutor struggling learners in reading comprehension and 
writing.  I would also like to provide service work to the 
University of Queensland through producing resource 
materials on indigenous studies such as the BlackWords 
project (a comprehensive listing of all writing and 
commentary in various areas of Australian Literature), 
and form collaborations with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander writers, educators, and activists committed 
to social justice and international exchange of ideas. 
 
Interim University President Dr. David Werner and his 
wife Mrs. Kay Werner hosted a special dinner for the 
Fulbright applicants at their home. The next day, the 
IUP Scholarship Committee conducted formal 
interviews with the Fulbright applicants at Whitmyre 
Hall.  The Committee consists of Dean Michael Hood 
(College of Fine Arts), Dean Deanna Snavely (College of 

Natural Sciences and Mathematics), Dr. Francis Allard 
(Anthropology), Dr. Todd Potts (Economics), Dr. Caleb 
Finegan (History), Dr. Anson Long (Psychology), and 
Professor Emeritus Charles Cashdollar (History).  When 
Dr. Goebel called me for the interview, I walked into the 
room with a keen sense of anticipation.  I responded to 
questions about my proposed research project in terms 
of how my interest in this particular field developed, my 
need to travel to Australia to undertake this study, oral 
traditions and indigenous languages in Australia, current 
trends in literature produced by Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women writers, and how my project will 
contribute to my dissertation on Transnational Women’s 
Literature.  After the lunch break, the Committee 
provided critical feedback for the interviewees.  Dr. 
Allard advised me to make stronger connections between 
my research project and dissertation by highlighting how 
the selected literary theories and epistemologies will 
support my ideas and assertions.  Dr. Cashdollar 
suggested that I mention in my grant statement that I 
will be taking my comprehension exams before traveling 
to Australia and eliminate academic jargon so the review 
committee members who are not based in English 
Studies will be able to understand my research project.  
The interview and feedback sessions were fruitful to my 
emergent scholarship and study-abroad plans. 
 
The overall process in applying for the Institute of 
International Education’s Fulbright Research Grant was 
tedious but rewarding.  Professor Goebel and the IUP 
Scholarship Committee’s positive reception to my 
research project, scholarly interests, and professional 
training in the Literature and Criticism Program 
empowered me.  If granted the Fulbright Research Grant 
to study at the University of Queensland, I would use the 
opportunity as a platform to represent the invaluable 
experience I attained through the Literature and 
Criticism Program and the Frederick Douglass Institute 
for Intercultural Research.  As Dr. Veronica Watson’s 
Graduate Assistant, I have gained knowledge and 
professional experience in school administration, 
scholarly research, and the Frederick Douglass Institute’s 
commitment to diversity, social justice, and academic 
excellence.  Dr. Linyan Yang and Dr. Todd Thompson 
have fostered my development as a doctoral student.  
Dr. Yang helped me improve my Fulbright statements 
and sharpen my dissertation topic, ideas, and research 
methodology and Dr. Thompson has taught engaging 
topics in early American and Hemispherical literatures.  
I’m very grateful to Dr. Yang and Dr. Thompson for 
recommending me as a Fulbright Scholar and 
Ambassador. 
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Student & Alumni News 
 
Abdullah Al-Dagamseh (Ph.D. Candidate) is invited to 
speak at a seminar, "Representation, Secular Violence, 
and the Politics of South Asian Community” at NeMLA 
to be held in Rochester, New York, in March 2012. 
Abdullah Al-Dagamseh presented his paper, "Neoliberal 
Violence and Capital Deregulation: Literary 
(Counter)Narratives as World Bank Literature," at 
College English Associate (CEA) Conference  in St. 
Petersburg, FL, on March 31-Apr 2, 2011. Abdullah Al-
Dagamseh presented his paper, “World Bank Literature: 
A Geopolitical Critique of Globally Hegemonic 
Narratives,” at Cultural Studies Association (CSA) 
Conference in Columbia College, Chicago, IL, on March 
24-26, 2011. Abdullah Al-Dagamseh served as a panel 
chair for three sessions in 2011:  First, a panel chair for 
“Autobiography and the American Dream” session at 
College English Association (CEA) Conference held on 
March 31-April 02, 2011.  Second, a panel chair for 
“(Limitations of) Representations within the Personal 
and Academic Spaces” session at Teacher Scholar 
Symposium (TSS) held at IUP on June 17, 2011.  Third, 
a panel chair for “Praxis in Composition Studies” session 
at Teacher Scholar Symposium (TSS) held at IUP on 
June 17, 2011. Abdullah is the recent recipient of two 
2011 IUP Grants: Professional Development Grant as 
well as Graduate Research Grant. Abdullah Al-
Dagamseh was nominated for three awards: First, 
Teaching Excellence Award, Graduate English Dept, 
IUP, 2011. Second, Research Excellence Award, 
Graduate English Dept, IUP, 2011. Third, (along with 
other members of Community Connections) Volunteer 
Service Award, IUP, 2011. Along with publishing a 
couple of articles about the Arab Spring and 9/11 in The 
Indiana Gazette, The Penn (IUP), and Universitas (IUP), 
Abdullah published his book, Cultural Critique in Selected 
Works of Chinua Achebe: A Postcolonial Study of "Self" and 
"Other,” last year.  
 
Nancy Al-Doghmi presented her paper, 
“Representations of Muslim and Arab Women in the 
Orientalist Ideology,” at the EGO/GSA conference 
“Undercurrents and Overtones” at IUP in April 2011, 
where she also moderated a panel titled “The Female 
Body in British and Irish Women’s Writings.” She also 
presented a paper titled “Readings in the Writing Class: 
Their Role in Shaping Students’ Ideas,” with Lilian Mina 

from the Comp and TESOL program at the Second 
Teacher Scholar Symposium at IUP in June 2011. Nancy 
is also presenting her papers, “The Image of Woman and 
a Gendered Counter-Narrative in Tayeb Salih’s Season of 
Migration to the North at the English Association of the 
Pennsylvania State Universities (EAPSU) Conference in 
Bloomsburg, PA, October 2011; “Under the Shadow of 
Virgin Mary: Cultural Ideology and Images of 
Motherhood in Margaret Deland’s The Iron Woman” at 
the South Atlantic Modern Language Association 
(SAMLA) Conference in Atlanta, GA, November 2011; 
and  “Writing Beyond the Private: Third-World 
Women’s Narratives of Resistance” at the University of 
West Georgia’s 26th Annual Interdisciplinary Conference 
in the Humanities in Carrollton, GA, November 2011. 
Additionally, Nancy was a discussion leader on Jack 
Shaheen’s Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People at 
Homer-Center Public Library, Homer City, PA in June 
2011 as part of IUP Postcolonial Studies-Community 
Library Group, and she will be a guest-speaker about 
Tayeb Salih’s Season of Migration to the North in the English 
Department, IUP, in October 2011. 
 
Frances X. Altomare’s article "'A thousand cords of 
memory': Postcolonial Perspectives in Charles W. 
Chesnutt's House Behind the Cedars" has been accepted for 
publication in the international journal MELUS: Multi-
Ethnic Literatures of the United States.  It will appear 
sometime next year. 
 
Andrew S. Andermatt (Ph.D. Lit) recently accepted a 
position as Associate Professor of English at Paul 
Smith’s College in Paul Smiths, NY.  Andrew taught at 
Clinton Community College in Plattsburgh, NY for the 
past eleven years, most recently serving as English 
Department Chairperson until his departure.  Andrew is 
also the recipient of the 2010-11 SUNY Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
 
Edward J. Carvalho's article “Star Wars and ‘Star Wars’: 
Teaching Pre-9/11 Literature as Post-9/11 Reality” was 
recently published in Modern Language Studies 41.1 
(Summer 2011): 70–95, as part of a special Northeast 
Modern Language Association (NeMLA) cluster on the 
ten-year anniversary of 9/11. His edited manuscript on 
Martín Espada is scheduled for review with the 
University of Massachusetts press in January 2012. 
Additionally, his and David Downing's Palgrave edited 
collection Academic Freedom in the Post-9/11 Era was 
issued in trade paperback April 2011, following a 
successful launch of this title in its original hardbound 
version, December 2010. 
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Gregory Luke Chwala presented a paper in May at the 
1st Global Conference on Queer Sexualities, held in 
Warsaw, Poland.  The conference was run through Inter-
Disciplinary.net, an academic conference and publishing 
network founded in 1999 out of Oxfordshire, United 
Kingdom, and organized by English departmental faculty 
from Szczecin University, in Poland.  His paper is 
entitled “Subdue Our Fears: Displacing Homophobia in 
Bram Stoker's Dracula.” It has been published in an 
ebook anthology resulting from that conference entitled, 
Fascination of Queer.  This anthology includes work from 
anthropologists, sociologists, literary critics, 
psychologists and historians, whose ideas converge in a 
critical approach to understand "queer sexualities" in a 
modern context. 
 
Ginny Dow is presenting "Frances Trollope's War with 
the Dissenters: The KJB and The Vicar of Wrexhill" at 
the Conference of the Quatercentennial Anniversary of 
the King James Bible. 
 
Marlene Hendricks (doctoral student) obtained a full 
time lectureship at North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University in Greensboro, NC. She will 
present a paper at NC A&T State University’s 
Composition Pedagogy and Teacher Enrichment 
conference on November 4. Marlene makes the 
transition to higher education after 18 years as a 
secondary English teacher and after having been 
awarded renewal of certification by the National Board 
of Professional Teaching Standards. In addition, Marlene 
was recently invited for membership in IUP’s chapter of 
Delta Epsilon Iota academic honor society. 
 
Shana Kraynak is presenting "Unmanned Utopia: 
Deconstructing Masculinity, Cultural Mythology, and 
Reproductive Futurism in Y: the Last Man at the 
RMMLA Conference in Scottsdale, AZ on October 8, 
2011. Shana is also the chair of the Sci-Fi in Literature 
and Film panel. Shana is also presenting "The Hyper-
Commodified Simulacra of War: Post-9/11 Militarism in 
the Call of Duty Franchise" at the Mid-Atlantic Popular 
American Culture Association Conference in 
Philadelphia on November 3, 2011. Lastly, one of her 
photographs was the cover art on the most recent issue 
of the Southern California Review, and another 
circulated ESPN program. 

 
 
 
Amanda Lagoe presented "The Fortunate Few: 
Governesses Escaping the Misfortunes of Their 
Positions" at the 2011 College English Association 
Conference in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
 
Tracy Lassiter's article “Metafiction: The Graphic 
Novel Embedded in Laura Esquivel’s Multimedia Novel 
The Law of Love” will be published in the Fall 2011 
issue of the International Journal of Comic Art. She also 
wrote the introduction to the section that featured her 
article and those of the other panelists who presented on 
comics/graphic novels at the 2010 International 
Comparative Literature Association Congress in Seoul. 
 
Sandi Leonard had her article "Plagiarism in the Digital 
Age" published in the 2011, Volume 5 edition of the 
journal Watermark, published by California State 
University.  And, Sandi had another article, "Heavenly 
Scent: An Exploration of Scent as Experience of the 
Spiritual in Old English Texts" published in Schuylkill, 

Photo: Shana Kraynak 
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Temple University's Graduate Journal, Volume 9, 
Number 1, Spring 2011 Special Mind/Body Issue. 
 
Last fall Melissa J. Lingle-Martin was a fellow at the 
University of Virginia Libraries.  Melissa was there to 
search through U.Va's Special Collections for items 
pertaining to her dissertation research. 
 
William Magrino, Ph.D. Candidate, Literature & 
Criticism, will be delivering a presentation entitled 
"Teaching the New Paradigm: Social Media inside and 
outside the Classroom," with Peter Sorrell, at the 
Modern Language Association's 2012 conference in 
Seattle. 
 
Eric Meljac had an article, “ Love and Disgrace: 
Reading Coetzee in the Light (and Love) of 
Barthes'" published in the Journal of Modern Literature. 
 
Hershell "Nikki" Proctor-Walden was selected to be 
a 2011-2012 UNCF/Mellon Faculty/Doctoral Fellow. 
The amount of her grant is $42,000.  This grant includes 
a $1500 stipend for travel and a $1500 stipend for a 
senior faculty member of her choice to mentor her.  The 
institution where Nikki is an Assistant Professor of 
English, Livingstone College, is a member institution of 
the United Negro College Fund (UNCF).  On October 
6th, Nikki presented at the 2011 UNCF/Mellon 
Programs Conference, the theme: Scholars Transforming 
the Academy: Responding to Challenges, Opportunities 
and Threats, in Atlanta, Ga.  In March of 2012, she will 
also present an essay at the 2012 National Council of 
Black Studies annual Conference(NCBS) in Atlanta, Ga. 
 
Brian Reinking, a Ph.D. candidate in the Literature and 
Criticism doctoral program, presented his paper 
“Disguise the Secret, Guard the Secret, Hide the Secret:  
The Lapwing, Dog, and Deer in James Joyce’s Ulysses” at 
the American Conference for Irish Studies, which 
convened at Manhattan College in the Bronx, NY, on 
September 30 and October 1, 2011.  Brian’s paper seeks 
to show how Joyce’s use of the mythic method extends 
beyond his use of the commonly recognized Homeric, 
Ovidian, Shakespearean sources but also includes a 
source from Celtic mythology that has previously not 
been examined.  Brian’s paper began as a course 
assignment in Dr. Jim Cahalan’s Ulysses seminar. 
 
David von Schlichten presented a paper on Flannery 
O’Connor as an ecofeminist prophet at the Pennsylvania 
College English Association conference in Erie, PA on 
March 26, 2011. He also presented a paper that was an 

ecofeminist reading of the nineteenth-century journal by 
Annie Holmes Ricketson about a whaling voyage at the 
College English Association conference in St. 
Petersburg, Florida on April 1. Third, David presented a 
paper comparing Elizabeth Stuart Phelps and Sylvia 
Plath at the symposium on gender and sexuality at IUP 
on April 13. In addition, he presented a paper applying 
ecofeminist literary criticism to Terry Tempest Williams 
and Jamaica Kincaid at the EGO Conference at IUP on 
April 23. Finally, David published a children's novel 
based on Dante's "Inferno" entitled "H-E-Double 
Hockey Stick" in May (PublishAmerica). 
 
Scott Sheets presented two conference papers last 
Spring: “Social Mobility in Flannery O’Connor’s ‘The 
Displaced Person,’” at the PA College English 
Association (PCEA) conference, and “St. Katherine of 
Alexandria: Virgin Martyr and Faerie Tale Princess,” at 
the Plymouth State University Medieval and Renaissance 
Forum. 
 
Jessica Showalter (Ph.D. Lit) presented papers at the 
IUP Gender and Sexuality Symposium and at the 
Pennsylvania College English Association conference in 
Erie, PA, where she won the award for Best Student 
Paper. She also traveled to Columbus, OH to moderate a 
panel at the British Women Writers Conference. As a 
tutor at IUP's Writing Center, Jessica presented several 
workshops on curriculum vitae and worked with the 
CUSP Early Entrance Program for incoming first-year 
students. She will co-present a paper with Lindsay 
Sabatino (Ph.D. C & T) at the upcoming National 
Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing in Miami, FL. 
 
Rochelle Spencer, a doctoral student, has a short story, 
"Pinch Hitter," which appears in Vol 43, No. 4 of the 
African American Review.  Another one of Rochelle's short 
stories, "Ugly Girls," was a finalist for Solistice Literary 
Magazine's 2011 Literary Awards and appears on the 
magazine's website.  Finally, Rochelle is the moderator 
and organizer of "The Bridge Story:  Black Women 
Writers and the Short Story," a panel that will appear at 
the 2012 Association of Writers and Writing Program 
(AWP) Conference and feature a discussion of black 
women's short fiction with scholars and creative artists 
Dr. Trudier Harris, Dr. Asali Solomon, Professor Opal 
Moore, and Dr. Hermine Pinson. 
 
Tess Stockslager is presenting at three conferences this 
academic year.  The first is the Conference of the 
Quatercentennial Anniversary of the King James Bible, 
September 30-October 1 at her own institution, Liberty 
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University.  Her paper is on Percy Bysshe Shelley's use of 
biblical language in Queen Mab.  Then in November 
Tess is presenting a paper called "Clothes Remake the 
Man: The Self-Fashioning of Severus Snape" at a Harry 
Potter conference called Replacing Wands with Quills at 
James Madison University.  And finally, in January, Tess 
is presenting at Food Networks, a food and gender 
conference at Notre Dame; her paper is tentatively titled, 
"The Unmanning of the Fat Boy."  Also, Tess's essay 
"What It Means to Be a Half-Blood: Integrity versus 
Fragmentation in Biracial Identity" is set to appear this 
year or next in a Harry Potter casebook from Palgrave 
Macmillan. 
 
Adam M. Wassel chaired and organized last year’s 
EGO/GSA Conference, entitled “Undercurrents, 
Overtones.” The conference took place on April 23rd, 

2011 and featured a keynote address by Mr. Adam 
Nester, a program associate for the Global Security 
Institute.  Additionally, Adam presented a paper called 
“Grand Gestures from High Castles: Philip K. Dick’s 
Critique of Nationalism” at the 65th Annual Rocky 
Mountain Modern Language Association Convention in 
Scottsdale, Arizona on October 8th, 2011. 
 
Winners of the first ever Lit-Crit Program Graduate 
Student Awards: 
Excellence in Teaching Award: Eric Meljac 
Excellence in Teaching Award, Honorable Mentions: 

Edward J. Carvalho, Jennifer Woolston 
Scholarly Excellence Award: Ph.D.:  Edward J. Carvalho 
Service and Citizenship Award: Maria Bodenschatz 
Service and Citizenship Award, Honorable Mention: 

Jennifer Woolston 
  

Shana, Carolyn, and Adam learn from every 
opportunity at the RMMLA conference in 
Arizona. Photo: Shana Kraynak 
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Congratulations Graduates! 
 
The following students successfully graduated in May/August of 2011: 
 
Ph.D./Literature & Criticism Graduates: 
Abeer Abdulaziz Al-Sarrani, Hussein A. Kaream Hussein Alhawamd, Wan-li Chen, Lea J. Delcoco-Fridley, Anna 
Faktorovich, Ihab Mousa Freiz, Amy B. Hagenrater-Gooding, Coral Allyn Norwood, Christine D. Pristash, Haitham 
Mahmoud Abdullah Talafha, Barbara Cadden Taylor, Hussein Hassan Zeidanin 
 
M.A./Literature Graduates: 
Ali Abdurahman Al-Ahdal, Hyun Jeoung Kim, Molly MeeSoon Stewart 
 
M.A./Generalist Graduates: 
Erik Robert Bonini, Jennifer N. Dean, Jade C. Emhoff, Brandon Jonathan Galm 

 
 
 
Welcome New Students! 
 
The following students have been admitted to the graduate program since Spring 2011: 
 
Ph.D./Literature & Criticism: 
Ashley Barner, William Cramer, Brandon Galm, Charity Gibson, Julia Grove, Jill Hummel, Bridget Jeffs, Nicholas 
Katsiadas, Nicole Keech, Amy Klemm, Jennifer Matos Ayala, Michael Mitchell, Ruth Oldman, Andrew Schmitz, Andrew 
Smith, Ned Weidner, Donela Wright, Stephen Zimmerly 
 
M.A./Literature:
Basmah Abrahem, Muhammad Alatrash, Areej Alhejely, Ziyad Alkhalifah, Ryanna Dearmitt, Zachary Fishel, Brittany Hull, 
Lisa Krawczyk, Joseph Nelis, Adam Norwood, Emma Pate, Michael Porter, Glenn Ritchey, Mark Rosborough, August 
Samie, James Sheasley, Katie Sias, Divya Singh, Rodney Taylor, Zachary Walker, Fu Wang, Lisa Weddell 
 
M.A./Generalist: 
Zakarya Aldukhayil, David Ellis, Lindsey Kurtz, Kimberly Skarns, Shawn  Watkins, Casey Weisbeck 
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A Letter from the Ego 

President 

 
Greetings, colleagues!  My 
name is Joseph Morgan.  As 
EGO President, I feel 
heartened to write this 
letter because of the 
numerous successful events 
that the English Graduate 
Organization has already 

held this year.  The plan that the EGO officers have put 
together this year has relatively simple goals: to generate 
interest in the organization and to provide ample 
opportunities for our members to enjoy EGO events.  
We need look no further than the picnic we held at 
Getty Heights Park or the first Culpepper’s Night of the 
year to see evidence that this will be an exciting and 
active year for EGO.  As I said at our first general 
meeting, we all make great company—this organization 
is composed of pretty awesome people.  If what I’ve 
seen already this academic year holds true, then we have 
a great deal to look forward to. 
 
Without my saying it, the life of a graduate student in 
English studies is not only exhausting but also 
exhilarating in many ways.  One of the perks of being a 
part of the English graduate programs at IUP is the 
interesting people you will encounter, so, of course, we 
will be scheduling many social events.  There will be the 
traditional Culpepper’s Nights throughout the year, but 
we’ve also added another social gathering to make 
interactions between students and faculty a little more 
possible outside of the classroom, not to mention that it 
is an event that commuters can make it to in the 
afternoons without staying out late after classes.  
Intermittently with Culpepper’s Nights, EGO will meet 
at the Commonplace coffeehouse, an event to which 
professors will be invited and encouraged to attend.  
Hopefully, with this event we will be able to encourage 
students to connect with professors in ways that courses 
do not necessarily offer.  Both Culpepper’s Nights and 
coffee at the Commonplace will be held regularly.  
Beyond this, EGO is up for simply having a good time 
this semester.  Last year, EGO had tremendous success 
with the introduction of the Potluck dinner, and we will 

be continuing that this year as well.  We are looking to 
hold this event the Thursday before Thanksgiving break 
in Leonard Lounge prior to class.  Since EGO is 
peppered with talented poets and musicians, Andru 
Lugo, EGO’s social chair, is also planning an open mic 
night to be held later this fall or early in the spring 
semester. 
 
Beyond the social events, the officers have made 
numerous other plans for this academic year.   For the 
current semester, Maria Bodenshatz, our secretary, has 
put together EGO’s annual used book sale, which will be 
held October 26th through the 28th.  This is the primary 
fundraiser for our annual graduate conference, so I hope 
to see many of you at the book sale supporting the 
organization.  There will be an interesting selection of 
used books as well as baked goods for sale.  Regarding 
the annual, interdisciplinary graduate conference, Vice 
President Julie Knepp plans to hold that event in the 
HUB on April 14th in the spring semester.  We have 
decided to make exciting additions to EGO this year 
with the introduction the EGO awards.  At both the 
M.A. and the PhD level, EGO will presenting a 
scholarship award for the best presentation at the 
conference.  Additionally, we will be giving a Community 
Service Award and a Service to EGO award.  All four of 
these awards will come with a certificate and a small 
monetary award as well.  Julie Knepp, acting also as our 
Workshop Coordinator, is planning a number of 
professional development workshops, including 
assembling a panel of experienced graduate students that 
will address the concerns and questions of students new 
to the program.  Also, because we would like to address 
the academic and professional needs of EGO members, 
Julie is open to suggestions for workshop ideas. 
 
The EGO officers are making other plans as well.  
Catherine Kelly, our public relations chair, is fashioning a 
new bulletin board in Leonard lounge.  This will be a 
place where you can catch news about EGO events and 
workshops.  Additionally, she will be adding to the 
bulletin board a new EGO feature, the Student Spotlight.  
Every couple weeks, a new member of EGO will be 
featured in the Student Spotlight, which only requires 
that they tell us about some of their interests and 
professional activities.  Brandon Galm, EGO historian, 
will provide meet with each student for a photo for the 
Student Spotlight.  Tony Gonzales, serving as EGO 
webmaster, is in the process of creating a new webpage 
to represent EGO on the web.  Nicholas Beishline, 
EGO treasurer, will be keeping account of EGO’s 
finances. 
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 I will close simply in stating that I am very optimistic 
about EGO this year.  I feel the organization will have 
an active, exciting year while also providing an important 
venue for member interactions and scholarly activities.  I 
look forward to seeing you at our many events! 
 
 

Joseph R. Morgan 
EGO President  

Photo: Brandon Galm 
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Dates to Remember 

 

EGO Calendar of Events 

  

LATE FALL 2011 
Last Day of Fall classes: Dec. 12 
Final Exams: Dec. 13-16 
Commencement: Dec. 17 

FUTURE DATES TO HELP WITH YOUR 
PLANNING 
Early Summer Session Classes Begin: May 14 
Early Summer Session Classes End: May 31 
Candidacy Exam: May 31-June 1 
Summer Session 1 Classes Begin: June 4 
Summer Session 1 Classes End: July 6 
Summer Session 2 Classes Begin: July 9 
Summer Session 2 Classes End: Aug. 10 
Candidacy Exam: Aug.  
Fall 2012 classes begin: Aug. 27 

SPRING 2012 
Candidacy Exam: Jan. 19-20 
Classes Begin: Jan. 23 
May graduation applications due on URSA: Mar. 1 
Spring Recess: Mar. 12-18 
Summer/Fall Registration: TBA, usually end of Mar. 
Draft of Thesis/Dissertation due for format review: 
Apr. 1 
Electronic copies of Thesis/Dissertation due: Apr. 15 
Last day of Spring classes: May 4 
Final Exams: May 7-10 
Commencement: May 12 

Photo: Brandon Galm 

December 7 (Wed.) – Last collection day for the 
book drive for 2011 
December 8 (Thurs.) – End of Semester Coffee 
day at the Commonplace 4:30 
January 24 (Tues.) – Coffee at the Commonplace 
4:30 
 February 2 (Thurs.) – General Meeting at 
Leonard Lounge at 4:30 
February 9 (Thurs.) – Culpepper’s Night at 9:00 
April 13 (Sat.) – EGO/GSA Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Conference 
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Remembering Karen Dandurand 

 
By David B. Downing 
 
 
Karen played such a central 
role in our graduate Literature 
and Criticism Program that we 
have all had to make big 

adjustments to her absence.  She preceded me as director 
of our graduate program, and I never did stop working 
with her or being indebted to her aid in administering the 
program.  
 
Karen was so modest about her own achievements, that 
even those of us who worked closely with her may not 
have known about her reputation in the field.  Karen was 
an internationally recognized scholar of Emily Dickinson 
and American women writers.  There are many signs of 
these achievements, but I will mention just a few.  Even 
as I sorted through Karen’s mailbox in the department, I 
found a publication contract and copyright release for an 
essay of hers that was to have been published later this 
year by Cambridge University Press in a forthcoming 
book, Emily Dickinson in Context.  Among the many 
emails I received in sympathy for Karen, let me mention 
two of those from scholars around the country.  The 
first, from Margaret Freeman, who is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Emily Dickinson International 
Society, wrote that the society “should commemorate in 
some way Karen’s invaluable contributions to Dickinson 
scholarship.  Perhaps the Board could discuss by email 
what might be appropriate?  The Emily Dickinson 
Museum too, no doubt, will want to honor her.”  And 
from Gary Stonum, Oviatt Professor of English at Case 
Western University: “In the community of Emily 
Dickinson scholars…she was a cherished friend and a 
bright intellect.”  Finally, Karen was a founding editor, in 
the 1980s, and served for many years on the editorial 
board of the important scholarly journal, Legacy: American 
Women Writers.  This journal emerged out of the 2nd wave 
feminist movement of the 1960s, 70s, and 80s, and it 
continues to serve as a vital forum for important 
scholarship on American women writers. 
 
Karen served as Director of Literature and Criticism 
from 2003-08, and she knew every facet of our program 
so well that I relied on her more than I can say.  Karen 

always demonstrated great devotion, integrity, and 
character of mind.  With respect to devotion, I use this 
word rather than dedication and care, since it better 
includes all those attributes.  No one that I have ever 
known was more devoted to her students.  She spent 
endless hours in conference with them.  Every 
dissertation chapter came back from Karen with 
extensive suggestions on every page so students always 
knew that she had read and considered every word as a 
sign of her devotion to their work.  The numbers prove 
her popularity: Karen simply served as director or reader 
on more dissertations than any other member in the 
history of our program.  It’s that simple.  When online 
registration began each fall or spring semester, Karen’s 
classes would be fully registered within the first hour. 
 
With respect to integrity, I don’t need to say much.  
Everyone who has worked with her knows that she had 
it.  There was just no two-sidedness about Karen at any 
level.  She was honest, humble, and truthful all the way 
down.  It is always a pleasure to work with someone like 
that. 
 
With respect to her mind, this was for me the most 
astonishing part.  Not long after I began working with 
her, more than 20 years ago, I realized that when we 
were talking in exam committees or dissertation 
meetings, Karen was unusual.  It always seemed that she 
had memorized or had instant recall to (and I know this 
is a slight exaggeration, but it’s ballpark accurate), all of 
19th century American literature.  She could recall 
characters, plots, meanings, issues, and themes with a 
precision that was more than amazing.  Give her the first 
line of any Dickinson poem, which is to say its title, and 
she could recite the poem for you.  When I first became 
director of the program in 2008, I quickly learned that I 
was in trouble: we have more than 200 students in the 
program, and Karen knew not only everyone’s names, 
but where they were in the program, what they had left 
to do.  I rely desperately on our cabinets full of student 
files, but Karen hardly needed all that backup. 
 
All of us in the program are grateful for having had the 
opportunity to work with Karen. She will be deeply 
missed. 
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