
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Director:  
 
 

This has been quite a remarkable 
year for the Literature and Criticism 
Program. With great pleasure, we 
welcomed into the program two 
new members, Melanie Holm and 
Michael T. Williamson. Coinciden-
tally, they both earned their Ph.D.s 
at Rutgers University, and they 

both share overlapping interests in British 
Literature. They have tremendously reinvigorated 
our expertise in British literature ranging from the 
18th-century to the modern period. It is a pleasure to 
have them contributing to our program in all the 
ways that they do. Please see their lively, joint 
interview with Nick Katsiadas in this Newsletter. We 
are also grateful to the Dean and Provost for 
approving our search this coming year for a new 
position in 20th-century British and Global Fiction. 
 
This past spring we witnessed a truly dramatic 
enhancement of our doctoral program. As approved 
by the administration and the faculty union, our new 
policy of increasing the number of Part-Time 
Temporary Instructors and enlarging our Mentoring 
Program now means we can offer experience and 
training in teaching at a whole new level. Given that  
 

 
 
 
 
the distinctive feature of our program is its 
emphasis on the teacher/scholar model, and on the 
practical application of theory to pedagogy at all 
levels, it is difficult to over-estimate the importance 
of this model in terms of solidifying our growing 
national reputation as one of the few doctoral 
programs in Literature and Criticism directly 
addressing the needs of graduate students to 
combine research and teaching. 
 
Third, we now have some very concrete evidence of 
the success of our program, as you will see in this 
Newsletter within Amanda WinarÕs overview of the 
results she obtained from a survey of our current 
graduate students. Anyone reading this Newsletter to 
get a feel for our program, should be sure not to 
miss AmandaÕs article. It is hard to imagine a better 
confirmation of the dedication, energy, and sheer 
good will that both our faculty and students bring to 
their lives in the intellectual community we have 
created at IUP. 
 
By a considerable margin, we remain the largest 
doctoral program at IUP, the largest in the state of 
Pennsylvania, and one of the largest in the nation.  
Our new M.A. in Composition and Literature is 
now beginning to thrive; and our enrollments in our 
M.A. in Literature are at an all-time highÑ thanks, in 
large part, to the efforts of our M.A. Coordinator, 
Todd Thompson. There is so much more that we 
are doing in so many ways that the best way to get a 
glimpse of who we are now is to read this Newsletter.  
 
 
  David B. Downing 

 downing@iup.edu   
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Summer Course Survey 
Results: Summer Students 
Discuss Benefits 
 
by Amanda Winar 

 
Deciding where to go for lunch can be a difficult 
decision in a large, metropolitan city like Charlotte, NC. 
We have 24-hour French bakeries, restaurants where 
they fry and plate a whole red snapper in fifteen minutes, 
eccentric tapas bars, wine kiosk stations, and daily food 
truck routes you can track via twitter. Though 
challenging, traipsing around the city for new treats can 
be an exciting journey as well. It is often fun to seek out 
a new coffee shop, park the car, and see where the day 
takes you. 
 
While a bit more tedious than a walk downtown, 
choosing a PhD program can be exciting and difficult as 
well. Once you select a competitive and worthy program 
like IUP, there are still other roadblocks in your way. 
Where do you live? How are the classes designed? What 
is the weather like? And of course, where do I find my 
new favorite cup of coffee or sandwich? 
 
As a first-year summer doctoral candidate, I didnÕt know 
the answer to many of those questions, but I did have 
valuable insight from a current PhD student and 
colleague of mine. For example, did you know there are 
extensive bike trails connected to the IUP campus? This 
information motivated me to purchase a bike on 
Craigslist to use for summer exercise and explore the 
beautiful ÒwildÓ of Pennsylvania. In speaking with other 
students, I found they too had valuable scholarly, social, 
and personal information about the program.   
 
Therefore, in July of 2014, I created a survey which was 
completed anonymously by thirty-one IUP doctoral 
candidates. Focusing specifically on the summer-
intensive program, they were asked to discuss the 
atmosphere of IUP and offer some overall advice for 
current and future summer-intensive students. To begin, 
the town of Indiana, PA, was discussed as ÒbeautifulÓ 
and ÒquietÓ with Òan abundance of good, local 
eateriesÉaccessible from the university.Ó The 
surroundings made the program ÒintimateÓ and, Òfor a 
small town, Indiana is thriving,Ó one student noted. 
Many candidates enjoyed living close to campus during 
the summer months and felt extremely immersed in the 

program. ÒAfter arriving every summer, there was 
nothing else to think about except classes. I left my 
laundry, cat litter, and cooking at home in Texas to 
attend IUP without domestic distractionsÑ a definite 
plus in the summer program.Ó 
 
If you enjoy a little domestication, however, others 
suggested to plan on bringing your favorite dish or pan 
with you. ÒPlan on needing the most basic thingsÓ and 
Òbring a raincoat and umbrella,Ó numerous students 
added. Indiana is gorgeous and lush in the summer, 
partly due to the rain that falls often (but never enough 
to ruin your day). As far as the program itself, I was 
overwhelmed with the amount of positive responses I 
received. Overall, the current students felt the Òcontent 
of the classes was challenging and stretched me 
academicallyÓ while being Òinteresting, engaging, and 
relevant.Ó Furthermore, the courses provided strategies 
and skills that could be Òdirectly applied in [their] own 
classroomÓ and one illustrated ÒitÕs like drinking from a 
fire hose of knowledge.Ó  Once home, Òthis amazing 
thing happens; suddenly, all of the [concepts] you 
learned during the summer internalize themselves into 
knowledge you can useÉ.Ó 
 
The thirty-one survey responders also had glowing 
reviews of the ÒamazingÓ professors, who Ògenuinely 
want you to learn and grow.Ó Many noted the Òmore 
connections you can make with professors and 
colleagues, the better. Info on jobs, conferences, 
research, etc. flow easily from person to personÓ and 
almost every student mentioned the importance of 
bonding with their cohort. ÒDonÕt hole up in an 
apartmentÑ work alongside your classmates,Ó one 
student mentioned, later on adding, ÒEnjoy! You are 
about to make some of the best friends youÕll ever have.Ó 
Not only does the intimacy of the program create 
friendships but networks, contacts, and colleagues that 
stay with you during the year. ÒI met an amazing group 
of people at IUP, and we cheer each other on (via text, 
email and Facebook) each and every step of the wayÉÓ   
 
To further assist and inform students, a detailed account 
of the survey results will be posted to Englishphd-
iup.wikispaces.com. The thirty-one students offered 
specific living suggestions as well, like what apartments 
they loved and who to contact. There is also a list of 
overall advice: ÒDonÕt be afraid to ask questionsÓ and 
ÒReally take advantage of the interdisciplinary nature of 
the program; relax into the intensity and relish doing 
nothing but reading, writing, and thinking for two 
monthsÉ.Ó The students were asked to provide 
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ÒsurvivalÓ advice, rate the best places to study (1st being 
the library!) and. of course, restaurant suggestions for 
those of you whoÕd like to park the car at CafŽ Amadeus 
and seek out the hidden gems of downtown Indiana.  
 
In closing, ÒYouÕre going to love it!Ó a student 
exclaimed. ÒCherish your time at IUP, be excellent to 
each other, and party on, dudes.Ó  

 
 
Getting to Know New 
Graduate Faculty: Dr. 
Melanie Holm and Dr. 
Michael T. Williamson  
 
by Nick Katsiadas 
 

As new members of our 
Literature and Criticism 
Program, Drs. Holm and 
Williamson offered to conduct a 
joint interview with me, partly 
because of their over-lapping 
interests, but also because I too 
share many interests in early 
English Romanticism and its 

effects on popular culture. These brief excerpts from the 
interview do not do justice to the energy, enthusiasm and 
sense of collegiality we shared, but if thereÕs anything I 
should say about these two wonderful people, itÕs that 
theyÕre fun, astute, passionate, and very attentive to 
student needs.  
 
NK: The English Department is very excited to have 
two new graduate faculty members on board whose areas 
of expertise meet student needs for 18th- and 19th-
Century British Literature Studies. Dr. Williamson tells 
me you are both graduates from and taught at Rutgers 
University. How does it feel being on the same team at 
IUP, and what do you hope to bring to the graduate 
programs? 
 
Dr. Holm:  Good. It feels good. It’s nice to know there’s someone 
here who has a similar vocabulary and shared experiences and 
figures so that I can walk down the hall and say, ‘This reminds me 
of a problem I had or a way I felt in this particular scenario.’ And, 
it gives a sense of familiarity in a new place. 

Dr.  Wil l iamson :  Very much. 
Familiarity in an old place is 
revitalizing. There’s a way we can 
talk about composition and writing 
and teaching writing. We also share 
that commitment to the text, 
commitment to quoting, commitment 
to interpretation, that hermeneutic 
focus. That’s how we’re both 
trained—in hermeneutics. That focus 

on hermeneutics is Rutgers-wide. If you don’t mind me throwing a 
question at you, Nick: We have a department where there aren’t 
that many people who work in British Literature. There’s Chris 
Orchard, Gail Berlin, and there’s Melanie, and there’s me. So, in 
your perspective as a student in the program, what are you looking 
for? What are your expectations? 
 
NK: I kind of spoke to that in the summer, with you, 
Dr. Williamson. Lauren Shoemaker is a peer of mine in 
the program. We both came from Slippery Rock 
University, and that is a very theory-centric institution, 
where we focused on the secondary literature. ThereÕs 
nothing wrong with that; it was invigorating, and my 
professors were top-notch. What often took prece-
dence, though, was theory, not the primary literature. 
There, I was drawn to the early Romantics; I was drawn 
to the Gothic. But, I needed to refocus on the literature, 
on the primary texts. At IUP, Dr. Williamson, you 
reached out your hand and offered to take me back in 
that direction, to demonstrate something much more 
practical as a participant in existing conversations of 
theory and Romanticism and popular culture. 

 
Dr.  Wil l iamson :  I said, 
‘Nick, you must read!’ The 
more you read around the 
kinds of texts that are 
anthologized, the more you 
discover about the field and the 
more you can question some of 
the inherited assumptions about 
the field. I’ll give one example: 
We used to think that 

Romantic poets worked in opposition to classical poetic forms and 
in opposition to the popular marketplace, which we understood 
imperfectly, if at all. Recent research into the texts that writers, 
such as Felicia Hemans, cite in notes and headnotes to their poems 
help us to understand the broad intellectual literary contexts in 
which Romantic writers wrote. William Wordsworth, for example, 
was heavily influenced by Charlotte Smith’s poem “The 
Emigrants,” and Coleridge was heavily influenced by Anna 
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Laetitia Barbauld. There is more to life than German philosophy 
in Romanticism! 
 
Dr.  Holm:  I think that speaks a lot to our graduate education, 
too. The focus was on understanding the literary landscape of the 
time rather than looking for theoretical tools to pick it apart. It 
was to get a picture of what is happening in this world, and I think 
I bring that very strongly into my teaching, that you need to know 
the book before you attack the book. Theory was not just simply 
theory when we learned it in that context; you learned it as this 
evolving way of thinking about literature. When you think about 
building literary criticism, it starts in the eighteenth-century with the 
novel. There’s this relationship between literature and theory that is 
bound up with popular reading and popular culture of the 
eighteenth century. The philosophical tradition intersects with the 
critical tradition. 
 
NK: ThatÕs great. I think bringing that to the fore, that 
theory just didnÕt emerge with, say, Nietzsche and Marx, 
is important for both scholars and teachers. Fitting 
theory into a longer conversation, with Goethe and 
others, is so much more beneficial to people who are 
passionate about theory, in general. 
 
Dr.  Holm:  If you are a twentieth and twenty-first century theory 
person, and I think it’s a wonderful thing to be interested in and 
practicing, there are very serious questions to be asked well and 
often. To do that well, you have to know the history of literature 
and criticism and theory. I find that that is a large disconnection. 
 
Dr.  Wil l iamson :  Much theory is based on a few texts and on 
assumptions about textual worth. Once we question those 
assumptions and expand what “counts” as a text worth studying, 
things change. I’m not speaking of moving away from print texts 
and into cultural studies either. There’s too much literature to read 
to abandon literary texts, and we should read it. 
 
NK: Could you both discuss what draws you to the 
respective fields and your research interests? 
 
Dr. Holm:  The Eighteenth Century, it’s when the novel 
happened. It’s when criticism happened. It’s when women writing 
happened. It’s when periodicals happened. 
 
Dr.  Wil l iamson :  It’s also when poetry happened—completely 
differently from what happened before. 
 
NK: ItÕs when mass-literacy happened. 
Dr. Holm:  I started out as a Romantic, and I went to Germany 
for a year to learn more about German Romanticism. In the end, 
Eighteenth-Century Studies was too strong of a siren’s song to not 
follow-up, but I do love Romanticism, especially because of the 

prosody between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Some of the 
texts have been taught with such an agenda that completely 
disfigures the works. It’s shocking to think that Percy Shelley is 
being taught at the university that expelled him. If you put those 
things together, you start learning about these people as people 
and not as part of the institution. That theoretical push against our 
field reflects a lot of hostility, and it’s historical. There’s a lot of 
anger and hostility against ‘who do we think reads Kant?’ and the 
privilege that goes into being able to sit down and read Kant, and 
there’s a lot of work and money and dollars that goes into having 
the intellectual apparatus and the space and time to do that. But, it 
has nothing to do with what Kant says. I think we’ve come to a 
place where we can go back and look at Romanticism and the 
Enlightenment and the long, Long Eighteenth Century—The 
Restoration to Romanticism arc—and say that there are all of 
these other writers that we have made visible, which is completely 
important, and that there are different ways of writing that we have 
made visible through archives and technology. We can have useful, 
productive, interesting conversations about canonical works as 
canonical works even in their own time, but also as part of a 
burgeoning literature: What survives is not necessarily what was 
loved at the moment. These questions are what I want to make 
attractive to students in new ways so that they’re not just sitting 
there, learning about neoclassical unities, because I don’t even want 
to do that. 
 
Dr.  Wil l iamson :  It seems that we’re both really interested in 
bringing in a larger context of what’s supposed to be national 
British literature. We’re both very interested in expanding those 
boundaries. I’m particularly fascinated by Heine and the 
relationship of English Romantics to the larger continental 
conversation. What we’re excited in doing and working with is 
what you were saying about a greater dedication and immersion 
within the primary text, Nick. The hermeneutic cycle or arc does 
not begin outside the text; it includes the reader, writer, mode of 
cultural production, intellectual moment of reading and intellectual 
moment of writing, contrast with other texts and more. Critics can’t 
sit in judgment because the writer was trying to evade something or 
was somehow complicit in larger structures of thought. 
 
NK: I think that students would love to know about 
your research interests and any current projects youÕre 
doing right now.  
 
Dr.  Holm:  I am an eighteenth-centuriest, and my primary 
interests are in opportunities for skepticism in the eighteenth-
century. My current project, ‘The Skeptical Imagination,’ looks at 
how skepticism influences or creates a really understudied form of 
feminism. The story of feminism in the eighteenth century and 
beyond as we go back and first say, ‘Well, there are women who 
wrote,’ and then we say, ‘There are women who wrote about women 
being important in the eighteenth century for equity feminism.’ But, 
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then, there’s another story that I’m interested in, which is 
skepticism about the idea of women and social roles. It’s a 
feminism that comes not in the positivist vein, wherein women are 
equal to men or that women are better than men in the maternal, 
spiritual nature. But, that these categories are in themselves bad 
categories mediating sociability. So, I’m working on this project by 
thinking about how skepticism allows different questions to be 
asked and asked quite frequently by women satirists. It’s 
important to me not just as an eighteenth-centuriest but as someone 
coming at things from women and gender studies, to think about 
literature not just within an English department but that literature 
spans departments, and the questions need to be asked in ways to 
create those conversations across disciplines. So, that’s one of my 
deep focuses. Another is my interests in Quixotism, the influence of 
Don Quixote, and it’s a similar question about skepticism: 
‘What happened at the epistemic moment?’ You can’t be sure of the 
reality of how you see the world and the categories by which you 
organize the world. That aside, I’m also deeply interested in the 
Gothic, transatlantic studies, and the digital humanities. 
 
Dr.  Wil l iamson :  I just finished a piece on Felicia Hemans, 
German art criticism, and praise poetry for Women’s Writing. I 
also just finished an essay on P.G. Wodehouse’s early novels 
(before Jeeves and Wooster). That is coming out in a book of essays 
about Wodehouse from Ashgate Press. Now, I’m writing a book, 
called The Heart of the World: Mysticism and 
Romanticism in Holocaust and Interwar Yiddish Poetry, 
for Northwestern University Press. It’s about the relationship of 
Romanticism—Jewish Roman-ticism—and Jewish mysticism, 
which come together in the twentieth century in a wonderful 
flowering of Yiddish Literature. So, it’s really looking at the legacy 
from the eighteenth- and nineteenth-centuries and its impact on 
twentieth-century Yiddish Literature and, especially, interwar 
literature. I argue that we can’t understand Yiddish Holocaust 
Poetry without under-standing Jewish Romanticism, Hasidic 
Mysticism, and neo-Hasidic Mysticism… And, I really want to 
write a book on Hemans for Literature in the Popular 
Marketplace. I’m really interested in re-reading her and re-
thinking her, as being in a very different kind of feminism and a 
different kind of feminist literature. And, then, I’m also a member 
of the Modernist Studies Association, where I’m running a 
Holocaust/Genocide seminar in various representations and the 
crises of representation because we focus on the representation rather 
than the experience when we think about those moments. I’m also 
giving a paper there on late, late Romanticism—communism and 
fast cars in spy fiction of the 1930s. I’ve got a long range project on 
translations of Arabic literature in the nineteenth century in the 
works. 
NK: Besides your teaching and research interests, what 
service projects are you involved in or hope to be 
involved in at IUP? 
  

Dr. Wil l iamson :  We just resuscitated the English Club for 
undergraduate students. At the undergraduate level, we really try to 
use English Club as a space for students from around the 
university who love to read literature to read out loud and silently, 
so there’s going to be a lot of public readings. We’ll be using the 
Oak Grove for the readings. Otherwise, for service for the 
department, I chair the Evaluations Committee. I’m running that 
with Gloria Park, which is nice to do because we get to evaluate 
everybody, and that’s always interesting because you get to find out 
what people are doing. That’s how you learn about your colleagues. 
It’s not to simply ‘evaluate effectiveness’ but also to see what 
people are doing and what’s going on. It’s a fun 
committee, and I’m just finishing being Chair of the Promotion 
Committee for many years. That’s a shift for me because we have a 
lot of new faculty, and it’s exciting to see that. 
 
Dr.  Holm:  My husband, Dr. Peter Sorrell, who also teaches for 
the English Department at IUP North-pointe and completed his 
graduate studies at Rutgers, and I were thinking about the Google 
Apps Committee. We’re trying to modernize the technology that 
runs the graduate program. In the long-term, I’m interested in 
figuring out how to work more with service learning opportunities. I 
have done a great deal in the past—how to bring in community 
service in dialogue with class readings in many different classes. I 
had taught a philosophy course—from Plato to John Stuart 
Mill—on utopia and the idea of the ‘good life,’ and we participated 
in the New York City Homeless Census. We also had girls, when 
we were doing a Women’s Novelist course, go to a local young girls 
youth group in the Bronx, and asked them to narrate their stories, 
asking the students to consider ‘What is female narrative?’ and 
‘What is the therapy of telling and making visible?’ I think the 
IUP community would benefit a great deal from being in touch.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Michael T. Williamson, Dr. Melanie Holm, and Nick Katsiadas 
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Banned Books Week Draws 
Biggest Crowd Yet 
 
by Alexis Lykissas 
 

 
 
For the third year in a row, on a brisk fall day during the 
final week of September, faculty and students gathered in 
the alcove of Stapleton Library to read from books 
banned or challenged throughout history as part of IUPÕs 
Banned Books Read Out. From 1-2pm on Wednesday, 
September 24, 2014, more than 100 people gathered to 
both hear and read passages from their favorite banned 
or challenged books. Originally kick-started at IUP in 
2012 as a community event hosted by a small group of 
students from Dr. Tanya HeflinÕs undergraduate course 
on the Novel, the Banned Books Read Out has grown 
bigger and bolder each year. Fall 2014Õs weeklong series 
included three major events: the annual Read Out, a Six 
OÕClock series debate, and a graduate student workshop 
on graphic novels. Sponsored by the IUP English 
Department, supported by IUP Libraries, and facilitated 
by the IUP English Graduate Organization, the 
weeklong celebration is designed to energize the entire 
IUP community as we celebrate our freedom to read.  
 
Banned Books Week is a national event promoted 
through the American Library Association to bring 
awareness to the topic of censorship in schools and in 
libraries across the nation and around the world. While 
the topic of banned books may seem no longer relevant, 
hundreds to thousands of books are still banned or 
challenged every year. Recent bannings or attempted 
censorship at local schools, including the removal of 
Margaret AtwoodÕs The Handmaid’s Tale from the 
summer reading list at Ringgold High School in 
Pittsburgh and the cancelation of a production of Monty 
Python’s Spamelot by the South Williamsport (PA) School 
District this fall, shows that this is still important to the 
academic community. 
 
The English Graduate Organization (EGO) as well as 
many others helped to organize and run the Read-Out 

event. Meghan Hurley and Alexi Lykissas helped to 
organize and coordinate the event; Eliza Albert 
organized the catering; Michaela OÕToole and Ashley 
Stahle set-up the beautiful display of Banned Books 
inside the library; Sam Vertosick and Mary Reading 
helped with the A/V equipment and video/photography 
of the event; Rod Taylor, Rob Welch, and Jayna Fox 
helped on the day of the event to set-up the registration 
and catering tables. Many former EGO officers and 
English graduate students also helped, including Meg 
Oldman, Lauren Shoemaker, Sheila Farr, Rachael 
Worthington, Amy Klemm, and Wesley McMasters. In 
addition to selecting passages for people to choose from 
on the day of the event, the entire group helped to 
research the banned history of a variety of texts.  
 
While there were many high points from the event, 
including the MC stylings of Alexi Lykissas and A. J. 
Schmitz, President Mike DriscollÕs reading from Captain 
Underpants for the second year in a row was a particularly 
apt and funny entrance into the event. Rebecca Driscoll, 
read from Sherman AlexieÕs The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian, the third most banned book from 2013-
2014. Later, the Provost Timothy Moerland read the 
creation scene from Mary ShelleyÕs Frankenstein, in 
addition to Dr. Todd Thompson reading from Walt 
WhitmanÕs Song of Myself and English Department Chair 
Gian Pagnucci finishing up the readings with an excerpt 
from Watchmen. The other readers included both 
undergraduate and graduate students. Among them were 
Mikiel Ghelieh, Sarah Bradshaw, Maxi Rudolph, Jessie 
List, Kaitlin Tonti, Sam Golling, Julie Pavlick, Anna 
Manyak, Tayseer Abu Odeh, Marley Rose, Sonia Brown, 
and Amanda Dunlop.  
 
IUPÕs Banned Books Read-Out event was the second of 
three events that celebrated the 32nd annual Banned 
Books Week. The first was the Six OÕClock series panel, 
titled ÒShould Books That Plagiarize be Banned From 
the IUP Libraries?Ó This panel was sparked by a 
challenge from Dr. Mike Sell, who asked for a known 
plagiarized text to be removed from the IUP library 
shelves. Hosted by Dr. Tanya Heflin, a lively discussion 
ensued among Dr. Sell, librarian Joann Janosko, History 
professor Dr. Paul Arpaia, English PhD candidate Alexi 
Lykissas, and the student audience, as all involved 
discussed the tricky issues between censorship and 
plagiarism. The week was wrapped up on Thursday by a 
Graphic Novel Workshop hosted by EGO with 
presenters Rob Welch, Brandon Galm, and Dr. Gian 
Pagnucci.  
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The entire Banned Books week celebrated the freedom 
from censorship and the importance of access to all 
books. It was a delight for all involved, and is sure to 
continue for many more years as a way for the English 
Department, IUP Libraries, and EGO to celebrate 
everyoneÕs freedom to read. 

 
 
Faculty News 
 
David Downing served as Chair of a session called 
ÒModern Fictions of the University, 1905-1945Ó at the 
Modernist Studies Association in Pittsburgh on 
November 8, 2014. At the 2014 MLA Convention in 
Chicago, David read his paper, ÒEthical Conundrums: 
Institutional Pressure and Graduate Student Needs in the 
Era of Contingency.Ó On January 28, 2014, he published 
the essay ÒDonÕt ShrinkÓ in the online journal Inside 
Higher Ed. At the 2015 MLA Convention in Vancouver, 
he will read a paper, ÒPerpetual Crisis and the Rhetoric 
of the Market.Ó This yearÕs Works and Days volume is 
entitled Comic Books, Graphic Novels, Education, and Culture, 
and it is Guest Edited by Gian Pagnucci and C&T 
graduate, Alex Romagnoli. Peter Faziani and Nick 
Katsiadas served as Editorial Assistants. The essays in 
this volume address a wide range of ways that comic 
books and graphic novels influence contemporary 
thought and culture. 
 
Dr. Tanya Heflin received a PASSHE grant to begin 
the pilot project for the WomenÕs Diary Archive Project, 
an online repository for digital scans and coded indices 
of manuscript diaries written by women during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The current pilot 
phase centers on manuscript holdings in local archives to 
develop proof-of-concept for national NEH-supported 
expansion. Collaborative partners include IUP Digital 
Humanities Center (Ken Sherwood) and IUP Special 
Collections (Harrison Wick). Graduate students involved 
in the project include: Adam Colton, Sheila Farr, and 
Meghan Hurley. In support of the diary archive 
project, the CHSS supported Dr. HeflinÕs attendance at 
the renowned Rare Book School at the University of 
Virginia, where she workshopped the digital project as 
part of the ÒDigitizing the Historical RecordÓ gathering 
in June 2014. Dr. Heflin also participated in an on-screen 
interview for Mary MacLane: First Woman of the Twentieth 
Century [working title], a PBS-funded documentary 
directed by Margie Judd. (The interview was filmed 25 
November 2013; the expected release date is early 

2015.) Additionally, she is also revising her book project 
(for third round of review): The Walking Woman: Interior 
Landscape and Indigenous Presence in Women’s Life-Writing 
about the American West, 1880s-1920s. She also continued 
serving as Presiding Officer of Autobiography for the 
Pacific and Ancient Modern Language Association for 
the fourth year. For the November 2014 conference in 
Riverside, CA, she developed three autobiography panels 
and delivered her new work on graphic memoir: "Minds 
in the Gutter: Psychological Self-Exposure in Graphic 
MemoirÓ for a Comics panel. Ali Almajnooni, a recent 
graduate of IUPÕs M.A. Program in Literature, served as 
moderator for one of her autobiography panels. Finally, 
she will be presenting new material on Sioux writer 
Zitkala-SaÕs activist work at Modern Studies Association 
in Pittsburgh in November 2014. 
 
Dr. Christopher Kuipers presented on "The 
Adaptational Transaction: Radical Reserialization in Film 
and Bande Dessinée" at the Association of Adaptation 
Studies Ninth Annual Conference at Flager College on 
September 26, 2014. He also attended the Teaching 
Professor Technology Conference in Denver from 
October 10-12, 2014, which featured workshops and 
presentations about various kinds of e-learning, such as 
"flipped" and blended courses, and technologies and 
digital applications for distance education as well as face-
to-face courses. He has since organized a panel on 
"Webcomics: An Emergent Canon" for the November 
2014 Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association 
annual conference held in Riverside, California, and at 
this panel, he presented on "The Webcomics Canon: An 
Initial Distant Reading." He has an article, entitled "The 
Heart of War: Post-Classicizing the Persian Invasions in 
Mark Smylie's Artesia,Ó that was accepted for inclusion in 
the forthcoming volume Classical Traditions in Modern 
Fantasy as well as a forthcoming piece, entitled ÒThe 
Anti-Pastoral Novelty Library: Bucolic Satire in the 
Paratexts of Chris Ware's Jimmy Corrigan,Ó in a special 
issue of Works & Days on comic book superheroes. 
 
Mike Sell is diligently at work on his book, The Black 
Arts Movement: Race, Power, and Performance in the 1960s and 
Beyond, which explores the theory and practice of 
transformative community among Black Nationalist 
artists. Parts of that project will inform a paper on inter-
arts activism and Black subjectivity to be presented at the 
Modernist Studies Association conference in November. 
With James Harding of the University of Maryland, heÕs 
writing a second book, The Avant-Garde: A Brief Critical 
Introduction, and a critical dialogue that will serve as an 
introduction to the anthology Lost in Transmission: 
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Preservation, Radicalism, and the Institutionalization of the 
Avant-Garde(s), ed. Rebecca Ferreboeuf et al. (Palgrave 
Macmillan). He is developing a third book, this one 
focusing on narrative, subjectivity, and identity in recent 
video games, tentatively titled The Storyteller in the Machine. 
That project is part of a broader initiative, which includes 
a colloquium series co-organized with doctoral student 
Chih-Lung ÒJeffÓ Kung, for which he will present on 
whiteness and BioShock Infinite; undergraduate and 
graduate courses on video game studies to be offered in 
the spring and summer of 2015; a proposed inter-
departmental undergraduate minor in Video Game 
Studies; and a Critical Video Game Play lab, which will 
enable students and faculty to play console, PC, and IOS 
games featured in courses, colloquia, and working 
groups. His article, ÒAvant-Garde/Roma: A Critical 
History of Bohemianism and Cultural Politics,Ó originally 
published in We Roma: A Critical Reader in Contemporary 
Art, eds. Daniel Baker and Maria Jlavajova (BAK, 2014) 
appears in translation in the online Hungarian journal 
Apertœra (http://uj.apertura.hu/).  
 
Dr. Tom Slater just completed and sent off an essay on 
the 1925 silent version of Ben-Hur for an anthology on all 
versions of the textÑ from novel to television seriesÑ to 
be published by Syracuse University Press. In July, the 
editors invited him to contribute because they needed a 
piece on the silent version. This assignment was different 
for him since heÕs already published an essay on June 
MathisÕs unused script for the production. But, the 
editors wanted something new. So, this time he discussed 
MathisÕs script in comparison with the completed film, 
the ignorance about her work in comparison to similar 
experiences for male filmmakers, and the steep decline 
of women from influential positions in the film industry 
within the context of the greater corporatization of it in 
the mid-twenties. He also has another essay on womenÕs 
uses of orientalism in films of the teens almost ready, 
and heÕs hoping for the time next year to work on a full 
manuscript of MathisÕs life and work. 
 
Todd Thompson, and Jessica Showalter, a PhD in 
Literature and Criticism student at IUP, co-presented at 
the Liberal Arts and Technology Summit at Penn State 
University on September 13, 2014. Their talk was 
entitled ÒOn Creating a Small-Scale Digital Edition of 
Antebellum Periodical Poetry.Ó In it, they described 
collaborative and markup technologies they have used to 
create a digital humanities project documenting multiple 
newspaper and periodical reprints of poet James Russell 
LowellÕs satires protesting the US-Mexico War of 1846Ð
1848. 

Dr. Veronica Watson reviewed John C. Charles' 
Abandoning the Black Hero: Sympathy and Privacy in the 
Postwar African American White-Life Novel for African 
American Review. The review appears in the winter 2013 
issue. Watson's co-edited collection, Unveiling Whiteness in 
the 21st Century: Global Manifestations, Transdisciplinary 
Interventions (Lexington Books), is in production with an 
anticipated release date of January 2015. The book is a 
continuation of critical conversations that were started at 
the 1st Global Conference: Images of Whiteness, 
Exploring Critical Issues, held at Oxford University in 
2011. It features chapters that examine contemporary 
manifestations of whiteness in the U.S., Romania, 
Sweden, Australia, Canada, France, and South Africa, 
and include section introductions by noted critical 
race/critical whiteness scholars: Charles Mills, Melissa 
Steyn, and George Yancy. 
 
Dr. Michael T. Williamson published an essay, ÒFelicia 
Hemans's Public Poetry, Winckelmann's History of the 
Art of Antiquity and the Imaginative Plenitude of the 
Victory OdeÓ in the journal Women's Writing. His essay, 
"Before Jeeves: Impudence in P.G. Wodenhouse's 
Novels, 1909-1927," will be published by Ashgate Press 
in Middlebrow Wodehouse: The Stories and Musical Comedies in 
their Contexts in 2015. He presented a paper, "Doubled 
Crossings: Yiddish Writers Respond to the Treaty of 
Non-Aggression Between Germany and the USSR," at 
the Space Between Society conference in London, UK. 
This paper, which is part of his book, The Heart of the 
World: Mysticism and Romanticism in Interwar and Holocaust 
Yiddish Poetry (to be published in 2015 by Northwestern 
University Press) won the annual Space Between Society 
Essay Prize. Dr. Williamson also served as the co-
organizer of the seminar ÒRepresenting the Second 
World War, Genocide, the Holocaust: Modernist 
Confluences and DivisionsÓ at the Modernist Studies 
Association Conference. This interdisciplinary Seminar 
explores tensions among artistic responses to the 
cataclysms of World War II, including representations of 
perpetration, resistance, victimization, memory and 
silence. Suggested topics: racialist, antisemitic, hom-
ophobic ideologies and expressions; battlefields, home 
fronts, imprisonment, and genocides. Our goal is to 
consider how divergent cultural expressions of World 
War Two affect meanings of Modernism. Dr. 
Williamson also presented a paper, "Communism and 
Irresolvable Mobility in Eric AmblerÕs Background to 
Danger and Martha GelhornÕs A Stricken Field" at the 
Modernist Studies Association Conference. He continues 
to be fascinated by the intersections between literary 
Romanticism, literary Modernism, and Global Literature. 
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Dr. Lingyan Yang will have multiple professional 
activities and obligations at the forthcoming 2015 MLA 
convention in Vancouver, Canada, on Jan. 8-11, 2015. 
She will present a paper, ÒAsian American Women 
Writing against ÔRacial State,Õ Capitalism, and Sexual 
Violence,Ó in the panel of ÒViolence on the Borders: 
Memory, Gender, and Geography,Ó which was organized 
by the MLA Division of Ethnic Studies in Language and 
Literature. Lingyan will also chair a Multi-Ethnic 
Literature of the United States (MELUS) panel at MLA 
2015, titled ÒMultiethnic Films: From Page to Screen,Ó 
which she organized as MELUS Program Chair and Vice 
President. Additionally, she will attend the routine 
MELUS Executive Committee meeting during the 
convention. This past summer Lingyan gave an invited 
lecture, ÒAsian American WomenÕs Literature: Gender, 
Ethnicity, and Global WomenÕs Herstories,Ó at the 
College of Foreign Languages and Cultures at Xiamen 
University in the PeopleÕs Republic of China on June 25, 
2014. Xiamen University is a prestigious comprehensive 
university of about 27,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students in Southeast China. In late May 2014, Lingyan 
chaired a MELUS panel, ÒSpace and Place in American 
Multiethnic Imaginary,Ó that she also organized as 
MELUS Program Chair, at the American Literature 
Association (ALA) Conference in Washington, D.C. In 
March 2014, Lingyan presented a paper, ÒA Brief 
Intellectual History of Asian Pacific American Cultural 
Criticism,Ó at the 2014 MELUS conference in Oklahoma 
City, where she also attended the MELUS Executive 
Committee, made Program Chair/VPÕs report, and 
introduced the contributions of Prof. Martha Cutter, the 
exiting MELUS editor of 8 years, in the MELUS Award 
Ceremony and Membership meeting. Throughout the 
Fall 2013 and Spring 2014 semesters, Lingyan was also 
an active member of the 8-member MELUS Executive 
Committee, which was the search committee heading the 
national search for the new editor of the journal of 
MELUS. 
 
 

     
 
 

Student & Alumni News—
and a lot of it! 
 
On October 21, Angela Aliff joined former IUP 
professor Adrian Wisnicki and two other Livingstone 
Online colleagues to give a LEAP grant update at the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), 
arranged by Chief Information Officer Brett Bobley. 
AngelaÕs contribution included an overview of the 
creative elements of the project, most significantly the 
process of collaborative web design, which includes 
partners from the University of Oregon, the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln, UCLA, and IUP. The presentation 
was met with great enthusiasm from the NEH staff, 
several of whom voiced their hopes that Livingstone 
Online will model its successful collaborations for other 
humanities projects. Jane Aiken, NEH Director of the 
Division of Research Programs, personally extended her 
compliments for an inspiring presentation. After some 
Q&A, the team connected with several representatives 
from the UK Research Councils Outreach program who 
also happened to be visiting and demonstrated interest in 
Livingstone Online. That afternoon, Angela and her 
colleagues visited the SmithsonianÕs Cullman Library for 
a brief perusal of the Russell E. Train Africana 
Collection. Within two hours, the team had discovered 
five previously undocumented original manuscripts 
written by David Livingstone, as well as ten original 
manuscripts with previously unknown locations. The day 
concluded with a Smithsonian evening seminar by 
project director Adrian Wisnicki and project manager 
Mike Toth, who incorporated the incredible achie-
vements of the day into their talk, including the 
beginning of a new partnership between the Smithsonian 
and Livingstone Online.  
 
Sultan Alquthami presented his paper, ÒInter-
disciplinary Connections in Postcolonial Lit-erature: 
Representation of Multi-Dimensional Impact of 
Colonialism in KincaidÕs A Small Place and De-
viÕs Imaginary Maps,Ó at the 49th Annual Comparative 
Literature Conference at California State University, 
Long Beach on April 24, 2013. 
 
Raja Althobaiti presented his paper, "Threatening 
Orgasms: Reading Virginity and Violence in Carter's The 
Bloody Chamber," at the Gender, Sexuality, and Power 10th 
Annual Student Research Conference at California State 
University, Los Angeles on May 13, 2014. 
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Brad Baumgartner presented his paper, ÒTerror, 
Horror, and the Absence of God: Reading Georges 
Bataille,Ó at the 2014 College English Association 
conference in Baltimore, MD. Additionally, in April, he 
read experimental poetry taken from an ongoing creative 
project, Audens Solitudo, for the IUP English Department 
Colloquium Series. During the summer, he attended the 
2014 session of the School of Criticism and Theory at 
Cornell University. Finally, his creative work has recently 
been published in PLINTH and Gobbet. 
 
Edward J. Carvalho’s book, Acknowledged Legislator: 
Critical Essays on Martín Espada, was published this year 
by Fairleigh Dickinson UP. This volume is the first-ever 
book-length study of EspadaÕs work and features essays 
and interviews from leading scholars in the field of 
Espada studies. The volume features 13 contributors and 
tallies almost 400 pages. Speaking to the importance of 
this collection, Cary Nelson writes: "It is a tremendous 
pleasure to have this ambitious collection of essays about 
the American poet who, more than any other writer, 
combines incisive political critique with utopian longing 
and unforgettable humor. No season should go by 
without rereading Espada. Now we finally have a 
collection of critical essays about his work that informs 
and challenges." NelsonÕs praise is echoed by additional 
endorsements from Lee Upton, Roberto M‡rquez, and 
the leading Latino/-a studies scholar Ilan Stavans. 
 
Nicol Epple presented ÒThe ÔNousÕ of Quadroons in 
Antebellum New Orleans: The Identity and Identifying 
of Women in PlacageÓ in April at the SSL Biennial 
Conference at George Mason University. She also 
presented ÒHolistic Healing and Empowerment 
Interventions: Safe Homes in Liberia, Tanzania, and 
Costa Rica for Women and Girls Who Have Been 
Victims of Sexual ExploitationÓ at the International 
Global Health & Innovation Conference at Yale 
University. In July, she presented ÒCatharine Maria 
Sedgwick, a Traveler in Skirts: Letters from Abroad to 
Kindred at HomeÓ at the Chawton House Library in New 
Hampshire, UK. In her travels abroad, she also 
presented Ò1840s and 1850s: A Time of Transition for 
Women through Writing, a Look at Beecher Stowe, 
Fern, and FullerÓ at Christ Church University, 
Canterbury, England, and ÒFemale Genital Circumcision: 
A Critical Appraisal through a Lens of Human Rights 
and Cultural PerceptionsÓ at the 1st Global Health 
Conference: Sexuality, Oppression and Human Rights in 
Oxford, England. In September, she presented ÒScars 
Upon My Heart: Poems by Women of the Great WarÓ at 

the First World War Conference held at the United 
States Military Academy, West Point, NY.  
 
Sheila Farr, Aishah Alreshoud, Lauren Shoemaker 
and Dr. Susan Comfort presented papers as part of a 
feminist panel, titled ÒEngaging Gender and Sexuality in 
Contemporary Theoretical and Literary Interventions,Ó 
at the 2014 PCEA Conference in State College, PA. 
Sheila Farr analyzed the persistent Òdemonization of 
womenÓ in fairy tales, from GrimmÕs versions in the 
early nineteenth century to twentieth century and 
contemporary Disney films. Aishah Alreshoud examined 
representations of women in Abdelrahman MunifÕs Cities 
of Salt. Lauren ShoemakerÕs paper sought Òto routeÓ 
queer ecological thinking in transnational feminism 
through an analysis of Trinidadian writer Dionne BrandÕs 
novel In Another Place, Not Here. And, finally, Dr. 
Comfort examined the theory and activism of 
contemporary feminist political ecology in Nigeria. 
 
Peter Faziani will present his paper, ÒReinterpreting the 
Legend: I am LegendÕs Robert Neville as Vampire,Ó at the 
2015 Annual PCA/ACA National Conference in New 
Orleans, LA. 
 
Nick Katsiadas presented his paper, ÒThe Infected: 
Vilifying Post-9/11 Western Discourse,Ó on Danny 
BoyleÕs 28 Days Later franchise at the IUP EGO 
conference on March 8, 2014. Subsequently, this paper 
was published in EGOÕs graduate publication: Voices. He 
has since proposed a paper, titled ÒMytho-Auto-Bio: 
Neil GaimanÕs The Sandman, the Romantics, and 
ShakespeareÕs The Tempest,Ó to Studies in Comics (an 
Intellect Books Ltd. affiliate) for publication 
consideration, which has been accepted and is pending a 
December 2014 deadline. He will also present this paper 
at the 2015 Annual PCA/ACA National Conference in 
New Orleans, LA. 
 
Shana Marie Kraynak: This fall, Shana became a 
lecturer at the University of Southern California, and in 
the spring she will present an abbreviated version of her 
article, "The Danger that Keeps Knocking: Rep-
resentations of Post-9/11 Masculinity in AMCÕs 
Breaking Bad," at the Southwest PCA/ACA conference 
in Albuquerque New Mexico. 
 
Alexi Lykissas presented her paper, ÒWhose Child is 
This? Victor Frankenstein as Monstrous Mother,Ó at the 
Northeast MLA conference in Harrisburg, PA, on April 
4, 2014. She moderated the same panel, entitled 
Monstrous Maternity II. She also presented her paper, 
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ÒInequality in Frankenstein,Ó at the IUP EGO 
conference on March 8, 2014, while also serving as a 
panel chair for the ÒArabic WomenÓ panel. On February 
22, 2014, she presented her paper, ÒGreeking Out: Greek 
Mythology in Supernatural,Ó at the 35th Southwest Popular 
and American Culture Association in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Lastly, she will present her paper, ÒÔNo More 
Happily Ever AfterÕ: The Post-9/11 Fairy Tale in the 
Graphic Novel Series Fables,Ó at the 2015 Annual 
PCA/ACA Nation Conference in New Orleans, LA. 
 
Mark Di Mauro will present his paper, ÒWhen the Mask 
Becomes the Face: A Brief Discussion of Kayfabe,Ó at 
the 2015 Annual PCA/ACA National Conference in 
New Orleans, LA. 
 
Wesley McMasters presented his paper, ÒSupernatural 
and Supernatural: The Prophet Chuck, Balthazar, and 
Unavoidable Identity Issues,Ó at the 35th Southwest 
Popular and American Culture Association in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, on February 22, 2014. He 
has since been accepted to present at the 2015 Poe 
Studies AssociationÕs Fourth International Edgar Allan 
Poe Conference held in New York City from February 
26 Ð March 1, 2015. 
 
Hediye Ozkan presented her paper, ÒInvisible Bonds: 
Solidarity and Unity of Working Women Against 
Patriarchy in Fettered for Life or Lord and Master,Ó at the 1st 
Global Health Conference: Sexuality, Oppression and 
Human Rights at the University of Oxford in June 2014. 
She also published her piece, ÒDoes Patriarchy only 
Oppress Females: The Role of Masculinity and 
Fatherhood in Our Social Realm,Ó within Masculinities: a 
journal of identity and culture. 
 
Reza Parchizadeh, as well as working as a political and 
human rights activist and a media specialist, has 
published the following articles in different journals and 
websites since last year: ÒPathology of the ÔExtrinsic 
DiscourseÕ in the Iranian Politico-cultural SphereÓ; 
ÒWhen Human Rights Becomes a ÔRelativeÕ MatterÓ; 
ÒDo the Commotions in Iraq and Lebanon Forebode 
the Fall of Syria?Ó; ÒIslamism: EnglandÕs Instrument for 
Colonizing IranÓ; ÒPolitical discrimination in dealing 
with the violation of human rights in IranÓ; ÒThe Fall of 
Assad will Spell the Doom of the Shiite CrescentÓ; 
ÒTehran and Moscow: A Separation in DamascusÓ; 
ÒIranÕs Silent ExecutionsÓ; ÒThe ÔAlternativesÕ that the 
Islamic Republic makes up for usÓ; ÒIran: Atomized 
Society and Susceptibility to DespotismÓ; ÒIs Putin 
Going to Postpone the Inevitable?Ó; ÒIsolationism and 

its downsides for IranÓ; ÒPresidential Elections in Egypt 
and the LeftÕs Inclination towards RussiaÓ; ÒCould the 
Quds Force be behind the ISIS in Iraq?Ó; ÒIran, Israel 
and the Arabs: A Question of National SecurityÓ; ÒFight 
to Secular Democracy in IranÓ; ÒFailure of the Islamic 
RepublicÕs Regional Policy and the National Security 
Crisis in IranÓ; ÒSeparatism: the Enemy of DemocracyÑ
A Survey of Abdullah …calanÕs StanceÓ; ÒIranian 
Separatists and the Question of Scottish IndependenceÓ; 
ÒSeven Shakespearean Cinematic Adaptations to SeeÓ; 
and ÒMarco Polo: Allegory of the Journey of 
Revelation.Ó RezaÕs collection of essays in theory, 
philosophy, the history of ideas and cultural studies, 
entitled Why Should the Islamic Republic be Overthrown? 
Essays in the Phenomenology of the Islamic Republic, is due to 
be published soon by the Literature Club Publications in 
Finland. 
 
Kittiphong Praphan presented "Getting to Know You: 
Getting to Know The King and I through Adaptation 
Theory" at the 38th Annual Comparative Drama 
Conference held at Stevenson University in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 
 
Tess Rebecca Stockslager: Tess is a Ph.D. candidate in 
the program, and in October, she will be presenting 
along with two of her colleagues from Liberty University 
(one of whom is a Ph.D. candidate in the IUP 
Composition & TESOL program) at the joint 
conference of the International Writing Centers 
Association and National Conference on Peer Tutoring 
in Writing. Their panel presentation is about the role of 
play in writing centers, and it's called  
ÒMischief Managed: Teaming up with the Trickster at 
Our Table.Ó 
 
A. J. Schmitz attended the National College English 
Association conference this past March in Baltimore, 
MD, where he presented his paper, "The Lay of the 
Land: The Female Form and Imperial Urban Critique at 
the Origin of the Irish Comedic Tradition." This 
November, he will be joining fellow Eighteenth-Century 
British Literature scholars at the University of Delaware, 
where he will present his paper, "'Without the Industry 
of the Farmer': Samuel Johnson and the Produce of a 
Country," for the regional East-Central American Society 
for Eighteenth Century Studies conference. 
 
Treasure Shields: Treasure is a PhD candidate in the 
Literature & Criticism program. She has been invited to 
speak with Mark Lamont Hill on Huffpost Live on three 
occasions in the last two months since the murder of 
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Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. Her article, 
"Ferguson and Whiteness," was also recently published 
in the St. Louis American.  
 
Jessica Showalter was invited to publish a guest post on 
Notes from Under Grounds, the blog for the University of 
Virginia's Special Collections Library. She presented a 
paper, "Imperial Eyes: From the Page to the Minstrel 
Show Stage," at the NeMLA 2014 Convention in 
Harrisburg, PA. Jessica and Dr. Todd Thompson co-
presented a lightning talk, "On Creating a Small-Scale 
Digital Edition of Antebellum Periodical Poetry," for the 
2014 Liberal Arts Scholarship and Technology Summit 
at Penn State University. 
 
Jirayu Sinsiri presented her paper, ÒBibbÕs Art of 
Running Away and an Adventure to be a Great Man,Ó at 
IUPÕs EGO conference in Indiana, PA, on March 8, 
2014. 
 
Rod K. Taylor recently presented his paper, titled 
ÒAssimilating Performance: African American 
Abolitionists,Ó at the 2014 Pennsylvania College English 
AssociationÕs conference in State College, PA. Also, last 
spring, Rod helped Dr. Veronica Watson plan and 
moderate the Frederick Douglass Institute for 
Intercultural ResearchÕs annual working paper series, 
Issues of Diversity: Voices from the Field.     
 
Samantha Vertosick presented her paper, titled ÒAnd 
They Lived Happy Ever After: A Glance at Traditional 
and Contemporary Fairy Tale Endings,Ó and served as 
session chair for a panel titled ÒAnother After Life: 
Coming of Age in a Post-Everything WorldÓ at the 
111th Annual Conference of the Pacific Ancient and 
Modern Language Association in San Diego, CA. She 
also presented ÒRejecting the Root: The Betrayal of 
Personal Culture in Two Slave NarrativesÓ at the IUP 
EGO Interdisciplinary Conference, which was later 
published in IUPÕs graduate publication: Voices.  
 
Gerardo M. Muniz Villalon will present his paper, 
ÒThrough the Limited Space: Terrorized Events in Jane 
SlayreÕs Confined Spaces,Ó at the 2015 Annual 
PCA/ACA National Conference in New Orleans, LA. 
 
Adam M. Wassel presented ÒPerpetrator Parables: 
Simon WiesenthalÕs The Sunflower and Joseph ConradÕs 
Heart of DarknessÓ at the College English AssociationÕs 
national meeting in Baltimore, MD, in March 2014. The 
paper was awarded the James R. Bennett Prize for 
Literature and Peace, and it will be published in the 

November 2014 issue of CEA Critic. Additionally, from 
July 13-16, Adam attended the Belfer National 
Conference for Educators, a sequence of pedagogy 
seminars devoted to the unique challenges of teaching 
Holocaust texts in the English classroom, at the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, 
D.C.  
 
Rob Welch traveled to West Chester for the English 
Association of Pennsylvania State Universities in 
October of 2013, where he presented a paper on 
implementing affect theory in the classroom, titled ÒThe 
Myth of Success and Successful Outcomes.Ó In March 
2014, he presented a paper, ÒIn Quest of Happiness in 
the MMORPG,Ó at IUPÕs EGO conference. This paper 
was subsequently published in EGOÕs graduate 
publication: Voices. In April 2014, he participated in the 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Forum at IUP, both 
moderating a panel and presenting a pedagogical 
reflection: ÒPoetry as Teacher, Teacher as Mediator: The 
Lesson of John Keats.Ó This presentation won the 
DeanÕs Award for the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences. In May, Rob traveled to Washington, D. C., for 
the American Literature AssociationÕs annual conference,  
participating as a panelist for the Stephen Crane Society 
and presenting ÒStructures of Feeling within Stephen 
CraneÕs ÔThe Blue HotelÕ.Ó  

 
 
The School of Criticism and 
Theory 
 
by Brad 
Baumgartner 
 
During his roast at our final SCT dinner, Dr. Simon 
Critchley, Hans Jonas Professor of Philosophy at The 
New School, was given a shirt by two of my peers that 
simply read, ÒIthaca is Gorgias.Ó It was a pun on a pun. 
Those familiar with the landscape of Cornell University 
are sure to know the original slogan, ÒIthaca is Gorges,Ó 
as an ode of sorts, a phrase that calls to mind the 
majestic gorges flowing through the Cornell campus and 
surrounding geographical region. The inversion was 
fitting, an inside joke. Gorgias, the Greek sophist who 
famously wrote that Ònothing existsÓ emerged as a kind 
of nihilistic hero in our seminar. Hence, for us, set 
against the backdrop of this beautiful landscape were 
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permeations of nothingness and ruminations on tragedy. 
We also shared in bits of laughter, for instance, after a 
serious class discussion about the thanatotic wanderings 
of a Heideggarian penguin. But, that is another story 
altogether. 
 
As mentioned, I had the honor and privilege of studying 
under Dr. Critchley in a seminar called ÒThe Philosophy 
of Tragedy.Ó We read from a wide array of texts, ranging 
from the Greek tragedies of Aeschylus, the Poetics of 
Aristotle, the German Romanticism of Schelling and 
Hegel, NietzscheÕs The Birth of Tragedy, and finally (among 
others) moved on to the modern writings of Heidegger 
and Walter Benjamin. We were inspired to take seriously 
a set of epistemological and theoretical concerns, such as 
the limits of self-sufficiency and autonomy, that 
tragedyÑ as a form of thinkingÑ sets forth. 
 
This summer marked the 38th session of the SCT, an 
immersive program in which participants study with a 
core faculty of prominent theorists in one of four six-
week seminars. This yearÕs distinguished faculty included 
Critchley, Mark N. B. Hanson, Sianne Ngai, and 
Annelise Riles. Other faculty, including visiting scholars 
Ursula K. Heise, Leela Ganghi, Christopher Newfield, 
and Tricia Rose, held weekly colloquia and mini-seminars 
in which all ninety-two SCT participants were welcome 
to attend. There were also a series of public lectures 
given by the SCTÕs current program director, the 
incomparable Hent de Vries; former director, Amanda 
Anderson; and Michael W. Jennings. These seminars, 
lectures, and colloquia became sites of theoretical inquiry 
that enabled us to explore theory and criticism in ways 
previously unseen and/or unknown to us. 
 
In addition to the deeply intellectual component of the 
SCT, there was also an integral social quality that added 
to the mix. Participants were invited to attend faculty 
office hours, weekly receptions, dinners, a group picnic, 
and a wine-tasting tour of the Finger Lakes region. 
Alongside these social activities, participants also found 
themselves banding together to watch World Cup 
matches, take weekend swims at Buttermilk Falls, and 
engage in several informal reading groups on topics such 
as anarchism and feminism.  
 
IÕm grateful to have been given the opportunity to attend 
this yearÕs session. My personal and professional lives 
have been greatly enriched by forming connections with 
distinguished faculty and fellow participants. I like to 
think of the SCT as a microcosm of the world, a space 
wherein oneÕs intellectual formation is molded by and 

unfolds from instantiations of concentrated time: those 
moments when six weeks feels like ten lifetimes and is 
simultaneously a total blur; those moments when the 
world is uncannily revealed to us by the hidden mirror of 
itself. In essence, the SCT was a truly formative 
experience, one that has allowed me to cultivate insights, 
intellectual friendships, and the seeds for future projects. 
Ithaca is Gorgias indeed. 

 
 
Rare Book School Offers 
Summer Camp for Book 
Nerds 
 
by Dr. Tanya Heflin 
 

In June 2014, I had the great 
fortune to experience for 
myself the book-loverÕs haven 
of the Rare Book SchoolÑ the 
University of VirginiaÕs sum-
mer-long program of work-
shops and events that draws 
unabashed Òbook nerdsÓ from 
around the world to work in the 
archives of UVAÕs renowned 

library. Over the course of eight weeks, the Rare Book 
School offers more than thirty week-long workshops 
devoted to topics ranging from ÒIntroduction to 
Illuminated ManuscriptsÓ to ÒBorn-Digital Materials.Ó 
Throughout the week, evening lecturers discussed 
current trends in research on books as material objects, 
and activities throughout the week allowed attendees to 
enjoy hands-on experiences with typesetting, print-
making, and bookbinding processes.  
 
Generously supported by the College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, my own attendance at RBS was focused 
quite narrowly on workshopping my upcoming project 
to develop the WomenÕs Diary Archive, an online 
repository for digital scans and coded indices of 
manuscript diaries written by women during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Because one of the 
great challenges of critical research into the handwritten 
diary is the difficulty of accessing primary source 
materials, for years IÕve entertained a dream project in 
which the holdings of far-flung archives are brought 
together digitally to begin to develop a more widely 
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accessible body of research materials. The RBS 
workshop ÒDigitizing the Historical Record,Ó facilitated 
by Bethany Nowviskie and Andrew Stauffer, gave me the 
ideal opportunity to fine-tune my plan for the project by 
working out the details directly with archivists, designers, 
and software developers. Through the workshop, I made 
connections with the very people who developed plug-
ins for the Omeka hosting platform that weÕll be using 
for the project, and our ongoing collaboration will 
support the projectÕs development and launch in 2015. 
Back home at IUP, the digital humanities collaboration 
continues with IUP LibrariesÕ Special Collections 
department, headed by Harrison Wick. They are 
providing the first archive materials for the pilot project 
with the help of IUPÕs Center for Digital Humanities and 
Culture, headed by Ken Sherwood, who is providing the 
technical and design expertise to launch the project. IUP 
doctoral students Adam Colton, Sheila Farr, and 
Meghan Hurley have already provided key 
contributions to the opening stages of the project, which 
will continue through October 2015. 
 
Significantly, the Rare Book School offers excellent 
support to graduate students through competitive 
scholarships and fellowships, and these can be a true 
boon for any emerging scholar interested in archival 
work or the history of the book. Details about the 
history of the program and about opportunities for the 
upcoming slate for Summer 2015 can be found on the 
RBS website at http://www.rarebookschool.org. 
 
 
Film and Media Studies 
Opportunities  
 
by Dr. Tom Slater 
 

There are quite a few opportunities 
in film studies.  In Spring Õ15, IÕll be 
available for independent studies, 
and I welcome working with 
anyone wishing to get an 
introduction to film studies or dig 
deeper into interests theyÕve already 
developed.  Consider this an 
opportunity to do some work that 

could contribute to a thesis or dissertationÑ whether 
entirely foc-used on film or using film as part of a work.  

Most classes I teach cover both literature and film, and 
the major works you wish to complete can also be 
included.  If you have an interest in a critical theory, a 
specific topic, or specific era, we can design a course to 
help you pursue your interests.   

 
As our culture and technology keep evolving, Òfilm 
studiesÓ is too.  Almost everything we watch, of course, 
is now presented through digital media rather than 
analog, even if it began life in that form.  So ÒfilmÓ is 
really a holdover term.  And, film studies cannot be 
limited merely to works that were created on film or 
created to be presented on large screens.  Our classes 
and program are incorporating more television studies, 
visual literacy that includes internet sites and materials, 
and graphic literature produced as books, comics, or 
graffiti.  WeÕve long referred to almost everything as text, 
but mainly theoretically.  Now, itÕs time to realize that 
fact through practice as well.  Whether your career will 
focus mainly on textual analysis or pedagogy, 
understanding how visual literacy can be all or part of 
your work can enhance your production and, therefore, 
your marketability. 
 
All of these opportunities are now present due to the 
expertise of several of our faculty members in areas such 
as video games, digital literacy, and graphic books.  So 
there is now a great amount to choose from and blend 
together during your scholarly growth.  But, my own 
specialty is film studies, so let me say a few things about 
it that are especially relevant at this moment. 
 
This semester IÕm teaching a 765/865 course on women 
filmmakers and authors of the 1920s and Ô30s.  
Coincidentally, the Women in Silent Film Conference 
will be in Pittsburgh next fall, and IÕm encouraging my 
current students and any others who may be interested 
to think about presenting there.  It will be great if we can 
have as many or more IUP graduate students there as 
there are from Pittsburgh, and I will be glad to help 
anyone interested in working on a presentation proposal.  
(By the way, Pittsburgh was the home of perhaps the 
greatest woman silent film director, Lois Weber.) 
 
Next semester, Dr. Gail Berlin and doctoral student 
Adam Wassel will be part of a symposium on the 
Holocaust in literature and film, an event that will 
include contributions from a Holocaust survivor and a 
major scholar.  History professor Paul Arpaia will also 
host a showing and discussion of the great Czech film, 
The Shop on Main Street (1965).  This type of cross-
disciplinary work is another example of what can be 
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accomplished by including film scholarship in your 
program. Think of film not just as an entertainment 
form or an art form, but also as a cultural and historical 
document that can deepen your knowledge of your area 
of interest, whether fiction or documentary.  As French 
director Jean-Luc Godard argued, fantasy films tell us 
more truth about an era than documentaries. 

 
Speaking of Dr. Arpaia, he is also planning an online 
database of film reviews by his History on Film students.  
English students should be a part of this and, thus, the 
opportunity to help set up this site and work with 
undergraduate writers is available.  Please contact me if 
youÕre interested.   

 
Also, MA student Bryan Alukonis has recruited students 
to host screenings and discussions of films at the library.  
We started with Bryan taking us through The Dark Knight 
Rises on Monday, September 8.  IÕm sure Bryan would 
like some help for next semester, and maybe thereÕs a 
film that could benefit your coursework or future 
scholarship that we could schedule.  It would be a good 
idea to set up a casual viewing where everyone could 
watch and share ideas. 

 
Finally, November will bring another Three Rivers Film 
Festival, which means another chance for some good 
food at my house (ask those whoÕve been there) and 
some fun at the movies.  Look for an announcement. 

 
 
The EGO Page:  
from the President 

 
Greetings! 
 
Before I continue, I would like to thank last year’s cabinet for a 
stellar job. It is simply the desire of this year’s cabinet to build on 
the multiple successes of last year.  
 
The English Graduate Organization (EGO) has been 
quite busy since the summer months. Workshop 

coordinator, Rob Welch, has worked diligently to 
provide a diverse array of workshops that not only serve 
the needs of IUP English graduate students, but the 
entire campus community. There have been workshops 
on Zotero, APA/MLA, graphic novels, and so much 
more. If you have missed any of these workshops, donÕt 
worry; Rob has more great ideas in the pipeline.  
 
EGO strives to maintain a strong professional presence, 
but we also find it imperative to unwind from time to 
time. In September, we met for a picnic at Getty Heights 
Park. It was well attended and served as a good way for 
us all to mingle outside of the classroom. Such social 
events as the picnic or our monthly Culpeppers night are 
great ways to meet peers. Since graduate school demands 
so much from us all, it is important to step out for some 
fresh air and conversation. We meet every third 
Thursday at HB Culpeppers. 
 
While the semester is not done, EGO, paired with the 
English department and the university library hosted 
what we could easily argue was our apex event for the 
term: the Banned Books Readout. Piloted by Dr. Tanya 
Heflin and EGO VP Alexi Lykissas, we had various 
members from the campus community participate. Some 
of the esteemed readers were IUP President Dr. Mike 
Driscoll and his wife, Becky, Provost Dr. Timothy 
Moreland, but most important, a diversity of students 
from many disciplinesÑ graduate and undergraduateÑ
articulating and understanding the stakes of book 
censorship.   
 
EGO has a full plate moving forward, as we are 
currently planning our spring interdisciplinary 
conference, but keep your eyes peeled: we will be hosting 
various events in the meantime.  
 
If you have any questions about EGO or would like to 
be involved, please do not hesitate to contact me: 
r.taylor@iup.edu.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
Rod K. Taylor 
President, English Graduate Organization
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EGO Cabinet (from the left): 
 

Public Relations: Samantha Vertosick 
Treasurer: Ashley Stahle 
Social Events Coordinator: Mary Reading 
President: Rod Taylor 
Vice President: Alexis Lykissas 
Workshop Coordinator: Rob Welch 
Historian: Michaela OÕToole 

 
Not Pictured: 

Secretary: Jayna Fox 
GSA Representative: Lauren Shoemaker 
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Welcome New Students! 
 
The following students have been admitted to the graduate program since Spring 2014: 
 
Ph.D./Literature & Criticism:      

Nouf Al-Aamer, Issam Aldowkat, Sultan Alghofaili, Ziyad Alkhalifah, Asmaa Alshehri, Tariq Al-Soud, Patrick 
Chambers, Lisa Elwood-Farber, Peter Faziani, Mikiel Ghelieh, Serena Gould, Melissa Green, Paul Grubbbs, Kelly 
Hamren, Meghan Hurley, William Nolen, Hediye Ozkan, Mary Reading, Abinash Sharma, Kaitlin Tonti, Samantha 
Vertosick, Amanda Winar, and Javad Zangouei. 
 
 

M.A./Literature: 
Alwaled Alshehri, Wejdan Alsubhi, Nourah Alsubaie, Julie Babal, Linzey Billy, Toni Corosu, Jayna Doutt, Lori 
Eby, Jedidiah Fetterman, Benjamin Fisher, Abigail Green, Emi Karimata, and Eric Wentz. 
 

M.A./Composition and Literature: 
Nouf Almroani, Julia Antolik, Rima El Abdali, Samira Gaikwad, Katie Lee, and Wejdan Qumayri. 

 
 
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 
The following students successfully graduated in December 2013, May 2013, & August 2014: 
 
Ph.D./Literature & Criticism: 

December 2013: Salim Eflih Awwad Al Ibia, Nancy Habis Al-Doghmi, Wesley James Hellman, Forrest Helvie, 
Dennis B. Ledden, Melissa Jane Lingle-Martin, Ahmad Hassan Ahmad Mahmoud, and Leigh Ann Rhea. 
 
May 2013: Elizabeth C. Aiken, Sameer Mohammed Eid Al-Shraah, Joshua Grant Begley, Stephen James Bell,  
Jae-uk Choo, Carly Jean Dunn, Mi Ok Sa, Neal Allen Stidham, Brett Robert Wallen, and Jennifer Mary Wollston.  
 
August 2014: Andrea Joy Martino-Harms, Zachary Andrew Rhone, Matthew David Spivey, and Muhammad Ali 
Muhammad El-Sagheer Suliman. 

 
M.A./Literature: 

December 2013: Mona K. Alshamsi 
 
May 2014: Ali Homod Almajnooi, Asmaa Abdullah Alsherhri, Jaron Blake Fox, Hediye Ozkan, Matthew J. 
Stumpf, and Samantha J. Vertosick. 
 
August 2014: Juraydi Sultan Almansouri, and Seham Ahmed Arishi. 

 
 M.A./ Generalist:
 May 2014: Chelsea Rea 
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Dates to Remember 

 

 

            
Back Row: Mary Reading, Samantha Vertosick, Dr. David Downing, Nick Katsiadas, and Peter Faziani 

 Front Row: Wesley McMasters and A. J. Schmitz 
 

 

LATE FALL 2014 
Last Day of Fall classes: Dec. 8 
Final Exams: Dec. 9-12 
Commencement: Dec. 13 

FUTURE DATES TO HELP WITH YOUR 
PLANNING 
Early Summer Session Classes Begin: May 20 
Early Summer Session Classes End: May 31 
Candidacy Exam: May 30-31 
Summer Session 1 Classes Begin: June 3 
Summer Session 1 Classes End: July 1 
Summer Session 2 Classes Begin: July 8 
Summer Session 2 Classes End: Aug. 5 
Candidacy Exam: Aug. 22-23 
Fall 2012 classes begin: Aug. 26 

SPRING 2015 
Candidacy Exam: Jan. 15-16 
Classes Begin: Jan. 20, 2015 
May graduation applications due on URSA: May 1 
Spring Recess: Mar. 9-13 
Summer/Fall Registration: TBA 
Draft of Thesis/Dissertation due for format review: 
Apr. 1 
Electronic copies of Thesis/Dissertation due: Apr. 15 
Last day of Spring classes: May 4 
Final Exams: May 5-8 
Commencement: May 9 
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