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The Department for Disability Access and Advising at Indiana University of Pennsylvania (D2A2): 
“Our students have Determination and Desire to learn; we assist by providing Access and Advising for higher education.” 

Famous and Notable People with Disabilities 
The following is a list of famous and notable people who have disabilities, including what they are 
known for, where they went to college and what degrees they hold, and what types of disabilities 
they have. The list is divided into sections based on the following disability categories: learning 
disabilities; ADD/ADHD; Autism Spectrum Disorder/Asperger syndrome; psychological/mental 
health; deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing loss; blind, visually impaired, low vision, and vision loss; 
physical and mobility disabilities, and health conditions. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Learning Disabilities 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

Carol Mosely Braun (Former U.S. Senator from 
Illinois, U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand, first 
African-American woman Senator, and Visiting 
Professor of Political Science, Dyslexia) 

B.A. in Political Science from the University 
of Illinois (1969) and J.D. from the 
University of Chicago School of Law (1972) 

1 2 3 4  

Gavin Newsom (Lieutenant Governor of 
California, Dyslexia) 

B.S. in Political Science from Santa Clara 
University (1989) 

1 2 3  

Michael Bennet (U.S. Senator from Colorado and 
former Superintendent of Denver Public Schools, 
Dyslexia) 
 

B.A. in History from Wesleyan University 
(1987) and J.D. from Yale Law School 
(1993) 

1 2  

Kendrick Meek (Former U.S. Representative from 
Florida, Dyslexia) 
 

B.S. in Criminal Justice from Florida A&M 
University (1989) 

1 2  

Gaston Caperton (Former Governor of West 
Virginia, Dyslexia) 

B.A. in Business Administration from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
(1963) 

1 2 3  

Dannel Malloy (Governor of Connecticut, Dyslexia 
and motor control problems) 

B.A. from Boston College (graduated 
Magna Cum Laude) and J.D. from Boston 
College Law School 

1 2 3 4 5  

Dave Reichert (U.S. Representative from 
Washington, Dyslexia) 

A.A. in Social Work from Concordia 
Lutheran College (1970) 

1 2  

Anne M. Burke (Illinois Supreme Court Justice 
and a founder of the Special Olympics, Dyslexia) 

B.A. in Education from DePaul University 
(1976) and J.D. from ITT/Chicago-Kent 
College of Law (1983) 

1 2  

Richard Branson (Businessman, Founder of Virgin 
Group, Dyslexia) 

Did not go to college (dropped out of school 
at age 16) 

1 2  

Paul Orfalea (Founder of the copy-chain Kinkos 
[now FedEx Office] and a visiting professor at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara [UCSB], 
the University of Southern California (USC), and 
Loyola Marymount University, Dyslexia and ADD) 

B.B.A. (Bachelor of Business 
Administration) from the University of 
Southern California (1971) 

1 2 3 4  

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/carol-moseley-braun-2/
http://www.polisci.northwestern.edu/people/affiliated-faculty/carol-moseley-braun.html
http://history.house.gov/People/Listing/M/MOSELEY-BRAUN,-Carol-(M001025)/
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia#slide-2
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/gavin-newsom/
https://www.sfgate.com/business/article/NEWSOM-S-WAY-3129914.php
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia#slide-3
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Michael-Bennet
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia#slide-4
http://www.blackpast.org/aah/meek-kendrick-1966
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia#slide-5
https://www.wvnews.com/statejournal/taking-a-walk-with-gaston-caperton-former-governor-enjoys-anonymous/article_6d76133b-6d23-5a4e-b667-4d43a08b30d4.html
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/933
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia#slide-6
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/dan-malloy/
https://www.ctpost.com/default/article/AP-Interview-Malloy-overcame-dyslexia-physical-112920.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/12/nyregion/12malloy.html
http://portal.ct.gov/office-of-the-governor/about-the-governor/governor-malloy-biography
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/elected-officials-with-dyslexia#slide-8
https://reichert.house.gov/about-me/full-biography
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/anne-m-burke/
https://web.archive.org/web/20160319230250/http:/www.illinoiscourts.gov/SUPREMECOURT/Justices/Bio_Burke.asp
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.biography.com/people/richard-branson-9224520
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://web.archive.org/web/20150215072902/http:/cba.lmu.edu/cbaconnect/archive/spring2015/paulorfaleasbootcampforlife/
http://www.ldonline.org/firstperson/Paul_Orfalea
http://cba.lmu.edu/academics/undergraduateprograms/fredkiesnercenterforentrepreneurship/faculty/?expert=paul.orfalea
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John Chambers (CEO of Cisco, Dyslexia) Bachelor’s degree in Business (1971) and a 
law degree (1974) from West Virginia 
University, and an MBA in finance and 
management from the Kelley School of 
Business at Indiana University at 
Bloomington (1975) 

1 2 3  

Charles Schwab (Investor, financial executive, 
philanthropist, and founder and chairman of the 
Charles Schwab Corporation, Dyslexia) 

B.A. in Economics from Stanford University 
(1959) and an MBA from the Stanford 
Graduate School of Business (1961) 

1 2  

Ingvar Kamprad (Founder of IKEA, Dyslexia) Did not go to college 1 2  
Barbara Corcoran (Founder of one of NYC’s 
largest residential real estate agencies, and 
investor and star of Shark Tank, Dyslexia) 

Degree in Education from St. Thomas 
Aquinas College (1971) 

1 2 3 

Diane Swonk (Economist and author, Dyslexia 
and math issues) 

B.A. and M.A. in Economics from the 
University of Michigan (with top honors) and 
an MBA in Finance from the University of 
Chicago’s Booth School of Business (with 
top honors) 

1 2  

Stan Gloss (Co-founder of BioTeam [a 
multimillion-dollar company that builds 
supercomputers for scientists], Dyslexia) 

Associate’s degree in Respiratory Therapy 
from Northeastern University, Bachelor’s in 
Respiratory Therapy from Upstate 
University in Syracuse, and a M.S. at SUNY 
Buffalo 

1 2 3  

Ben Foss (Inventor of the Intel Reader, Dyslexia) B.A. from Wesleyan University (1995), 
JD/MBA from Stanford Law and Business 
Schools (2003) 

1 2 3 4 5  

Craig McCaw (Founder of McCaw Cellular and 
Clearwire Corporation, Dyslexia) 

B.A. in History from Stanford University 
(1972) 

1 2 3  

Ted Turner (CEO of Turner Broadcasting System 
including CNN and TNT, Dyslexia) 

Majored in Economics at Brown University 
(did not graduate due to expulsion), 
received an honorary bachelor’s degree 
(1989) and doctorate(1993) from Brown 
University 

1 2 3 4  

John Reed (Former chairman of the New York 
Stock Exchange, former chairman and CEO of 
Citicorp, Citibank, and Citigroup, and past 
chairman of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s board of trustees, Dyslexia) 

B.A. from Washington and Jefferson 
College (1960), B.S. from Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (1961) [dual degree 
program], M.S. from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) Sloan School 
of Management (1965) 

1 2 3 4  

Nancy Brinker (Founder of Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure, Dyslexia) 

B.A. from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign (1968) 

1 2 3  

O.D. McKee (Founder of McKee Foods 
Corporation, Dyslexia) 

No information found 1 2 3  

Gary Cohn (Investment banker, President and 
Chief Operating Officer of the investment firm 
Goldman Sachs, and chief economic advisor to 
president Donald Trump, Dyslexia) 

B.S. in Business Administration from 
American University’s Kogod School of 
Business (1982) [majored in Finance, Real 
Estate, and Urban Development] 

1 2 3  

David Boies (Attorney and Chairman of Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner LLP, Dyslexia) 

B.S. from Northwestern University (1964), 
J.D. from Yale Law School (1966) [magna 
cum laude], and an L.L.M. from New York 
University School of Law (1967), and a 
Doctorate from the University of Redlands 

1 2 3  

Ann Bancroft (Polar explorer, Dyslexia) B.S. in Physical Education from the 
University of Oregon (1981) 

1 2  

http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-T-Chambers
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-T-Chambers
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.forbes.com/profile/charles-schwab/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://astrumpeople.com/ingvar-kamprad-biography-success-story-of-ikea-founder/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/shivaunefield/2018/01/31/barbara-corcoran-on-dyslexia-the-power-of-empathy-and-oprah-as-president/#5ef757f25e52
https://www.cicu.org/member-colleges-universities/distinguished-alumni/corcoran
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-5
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-10
https://dianeswonk.com/speaking-bio/
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-12
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestreptalks/2016/06/29/a-dyslexic-entrepreneur-says-his-disability-helped-him-build-a-3-6m-company/#77dff77a1858
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/stories-by-adults/5-questions-with-stan-gloss-entrepreneur-with-dyslexia
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-13
http://headstrongnation.org/about-us/who-we-are
https://law.stanford.edu/stanford-lawyer/articles/ben-foss-advocating-for-equal-access-to-knowledge/
http://www.wesleyan.edu/cfa/events/2015/05-2015/05232015ben-foss.html
http://www.ldonline.org/firstperson/Benjamin_Foss
http://www.businessinsider.com/tech-leaders-with-dyslexia-2015-2#clearwires-craig-mccaw-6
https://www.forbes.com/profile/craig-mccaw/
http://www.nndb.com/people/423/000118069/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
http://www.businessinsider.com/tech-leaders-with-dyslexia-2015-2#turner-broadcastings-ted-turner-7
https://www.biography.com/people/ted-turner-9512255
http://www.browndailyherald.com/2004/09/20/putting-past-behind-him-ted-turner-60-builds-strong-relationship-with-university/
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#john-reed-6
https://www.webcitation.org/67fS4JgX6?url=http://www.washjeff.edu/education-lifetime/reed-john
http://news.mit.edu/2010/corporation-head-0412
https://www.cnn.com/2013/08/20/us/john-reed-fast-facts/index.html
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/nancy-brinker/
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#nancy-brinker-8
http://www.notablebiographies.com/newsmakers2/2007-A-Co/Brinker-Nancy.html#ixzz2a3H9IABc
http://www.chattanoogan.com/2008/3/5/123372/Ellsworth-McKee-From-Lean-Times-To.aspx
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#od-mckee-12
http://www.mckeefoods.com/downloads/2014Historybrochurefinal.pdf
https://www.dyslexia.com/famous/gary-cohn/
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#gary-cohn-16
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/gary-cohn
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/david-boies/
https://www.dyslexia.com/famous/david-boies/
https://www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/person.asp?personId=7434388&privcapId=2377471&previousCapId=253343353&previousTitle=Metabiota,%20Inc
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/ann-bancroft/
https://around.uoregon.edu/ann-bancroft
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Keith L. Magee, Th. D. (Pastor and community 
leader, Dyslexia) 

Doctorate in Theology from Harvard Divinity 
School, also studied at Ohio University, 
Georgetown, the University of 
Pennsylvania, the University of London 
School of Oriental and African Studies, and 
Grace International Bible College in Ohio 

1 2  

Beryl Benacerraf, M.D. (Radiologist and expert in 
ultrasound during pregnancy, Dyslexia) 

M.D. from Harvard Medical School (1976), 
Residency at Massachusetts General 
Hospital (1977-1980), and Fellowship at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital (1980-
1981) 

1 2  

Blake Charlton, M.D. (Science fiction author and 
Cardiology Fellow at the University of California, 
San Francisco, Dyslexia) 

Bachelor’s degree in English language and 
literature from Yale University (2002), M.D. 
from the Stanford University School of 
Medicine with Scholar concentrations in 
Biomedical Ethics and Medical Humanities 
(2013) 

1 2  

Delos “Toby” Cosgrove, M.D. (Executive Advisor 
and former CEO and President of the Cleveland 
Clinic, Dyslexia) 

Bachelor’s degree from Williams College 
(1962), M.D. from the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine (1966), Residencies at 
the University of Rochester-Strong 
Memorial Hospital in General Surgery 
(1967), Brook General Hospital in 
Cardiothoracic Surgery (1973), 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Cardiac 
Surgery (1974), and Children’s Hospital of 
Boston in Cardiac Surgery (1974) 

1 2  

Tyler Lucas, M.D. (Chief of Orthopedic Surgery at 
Metropolitan Hospital & Lincoln Medical and 
Mental Health Center, Dyslexia) 

M.D. from Tulane University School of 
Medicine (1989), Fellowship in Sports 
Medicine at the Graduate Hospital – Tenet 
Healthcare, and Residencies at the Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine in General 
Surgery and Orthopedic Surgery 

1 2 3  

Karen Santucci, M.D. (Associate Professor of 
Pediatrics; Medical Director and Section Chief, 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine) 

B.S. in Biology with an Education Minor 
from the College of Mount Saint Vincent 
(1984), Biology Teaching Fellowship at 
New York University (1985), M.D. from the 
State University of New York (1989), 
Residency and Chief Residency in 
pediatrics at SUNY Downstate; Fellowship 
in pediatric emergency medicine at Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital/Brown Medical School 

1 2 3 4  

Stuart Yudofsky, M.D. (Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus and chairman of the Menninger 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences at Baylor College of Medicine, Dyslexia) 

B.A. from New York University (1966), M.D. 
from Baylor College of Medicine (1970), 
Internship at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine Affiliate Hospitals (1970), and 
Residency at Columbia University Affiliate 
Hospitals (1971) 

1 2 3  

Jack Horner (Paleontologist, Curator of 
Paleontology at the Museum of the Rockies, the 
Regent’s Professor of Paleontology, adjunct 
curator at the National Museum of Natural History, 
retired teacher at the Honors Program at Montana 
State University, technical advisor for all of the 
Jurassic Park films, and recipient of the MacArthur 

Attended the University of Montana 
majoring in geology and zoology; received 
an Honorary Doctorate of Science from the 
University of Montana (1986) and an 
Honorary Doctorate from the Pennsylvania 
State University (2006) 

1 2  

http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/keith-l-magee-th-d/
https://www.bu.edu/cpt/files/2015/07/Social-Justice-Institute-Offical-Program.pdf#page=19
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/beryl-benacerraf-m-d/
https://physiciandirectory.brighamandwomens.org/details/1343/beryl-benacerraf-radiology-boston
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/blake-charlton-m-d/
http://www.blakecharlton.com/bio/from-special-ed-to-stanford-med/
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/delos-toby-cosgrove-m-d/
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/staff/237-delos-cosgrove
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/tyler-lucas-m-d/
https://health.usnews.com/doctors/tyler-lucas-126930
https://drtylerlucas.wordpress.com/about/
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/karen-santucci-m-d/
https://medicine.yale.edu/pediatrics/emergencymed/people/karen_santucci.profile
https://prodprofileblob.blob.core.windows.net/documents/66b50808-edff-4aa9-ae39-d76656bb1b9d
https://www.yalecancercenter.org/news/article.aspx?id=6490
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/stuart-yudofsky-m-d/
https://www.bcm.edu/people/view/stuart-yudofsky-m-d/b2642143-ffed-11e2-be68-080027880ca6
http://www.tmc.edu/news/2014/12/stuart-yudofsky-m-d/
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/jack-horner/
http://www.montana.edu/earthsciences/facstaff/horner.html
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Fellowship in 1986 and the Romer-Simpson Price 
in 2013, Dyslexia) 
David Schoenbrod (Trustee Professor of Law at 
New York’s Law School, Dyslexia) 

Graduated magna cum laude from Yale 
University with a B.A. (1963), a graduate 
degree in economics (B. Phil) as a Marshall 
Scholar from Oxford University (1965), and 
a law degree (LL.B) from Yale University 
(1968) 

1 2  

Rafael Galvan (Attorney with Orrick’s Energy and 
Infrastructure Group, Dyslexia) 

B.A. from the State University of New York 
at Albany (1995), J.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School (1998) 

1 2 
 

Bonnie Patten (Attorney and executive director of 
Truth in Advertising, Dylexia) 

B.A. in Economics, African-American 
Studies from the University of Pennsylvania 
(1989) and a J.D. from Boston University 
School of Law (1992) 

1 2  

Maggie Aderin-Pocock, Ph. D. (Space scientist, 
science educator, and Honorary Research 
Associate in University College London’s 
Department of Physics and Astronomy, Dyslexia) 

BSc in Physics (1990) and a Ph.D. in 
Mechanical Engineering (1994) from 
Imperial College London 

1 2 3 4 5  

Carol Gerider, Ph. D. (Professor and Director of 
Molecular Biology and Genetics at Johns Hopkins 
University, Dyslexia) 

B.A. in Biology from the College of Creative 
Studies at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara (1983) and a Ph.D. in 
Molecular Biology from the University of 
California, Berkeley (1987) 

1 2  

Liz Ball (Teacher at the Beth Chana Academy, 
Dyslexia) 

Graduated from Carleton College, 
graduated cum laude from Boston 
University Law School 

1 2  

David Schenck (Educator and Founder of the 
Schenck School for students with Dyslexia, 
Dyslexia) 

Graduated with a degree in Business 
Administration from the University of 
Michigan (1948), obtained a master’s 
degree in education from Emory University 
(1959) 

1 2 3  

Dean Kamen (Engineer, businessman, and 
inventor of the Segway, various medical devices, 
and many other inventions, Dyslexia and ADHD) 

Attended Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(dropped out) 

1 2 3 4  

Alan Meckler, Ph.D. (Internet pioneer and 
publishing executive, founder and chairman of the 
Mecklermedia Corporation, founder of several 
print magazines including Virtual Reality World, 
CDrom World, and Internet World, and chairman 
and CEO of Mediabistro Inc., Dyslexia and ADHD) 

B.A. and Ph.D. from Columbia University 
(Ph.D. circa 1982) 

1 2 3  

Amy Sequenzia (Activist and poet/writer about 
disability rights, civil rights and human rights, 
Autism, Epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy, Dyspraxia, and 
Insomnia) 

No information found 1 2 3  

 

 

 

 

 

http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/david-schoenbrod/
http://www.nyls.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/faculty_profiles/david_schoenbrod/
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/rafael-galvan/
https://www.orrick.com/export/RafaelGalvan.pdf?personnelId=bd51d3ba-3799-41be-86fe-ebbdc71698e8&bioId=b7ef2c4b-13f7-48d9-b0b1-ec83c33481b2&templateId=%7B48487B33-8AB0-4D0A-B414-5BE67268EF9F%7D&logoId=%7B6C4426F5-1CA7-4E8B-9167-C3AA19136AF6%7D&anonymous=true
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/bonnie-patten/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bonnie-patten-03042254
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/maggie-aderin-pocock-ph-d/
http://www.chester.ac.uk/node/28556
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2009/06/reaching-stars
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/4985076/Lets-inspire-the-next-generation-of-scientists.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20131024041909/http:/www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/staff/fellows/aderin
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/carol-greider-ph-d/
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/medicine/laureates/2009/greider-bio.html
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/liz-ball/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabeth-ball-9655142a
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/david-schenck/
https://www.schenck.org/about/history-of-the-school
https://www.ajc.com/news/local-obituaries/david-schenck-founded-school-help-children-with-dyslexia/ECZj2gO8HGDD2fNyYwFEJL/
http://blog.edisonnation.com/2009/07/the-king-of-innovation-speaks/
https://www.popsci.com/scitech/article/2009-05/army-one-mind#page-2
http://www.notablebiographies.com/news/Ge-La/Kamen-Dean.html
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://www.fasterthannormal.com/ftn-episode-62-taking-chances-with-guest-alan-meckler/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/record/23/15/18.html
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://upclosed.com/people/amy-sequenzia/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/ariane-zurcher/autism_b_1871276.html
http://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/leadership/
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ADD/ADHD 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

Paul Orfalea (Founder of the copy-chain Kinkos 
[now FedEx Office] and a visiting professor at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara [UCSB], 
the University of Southern California (USC), and 
Loyola Marymount University, Dyslexia and ADD) 

B.B.A. (Bachelor of Business 
Administration) from the University of 
Southern California (1971) 

1 2 3 4 

danah boyd (Principal Researcher at Microsoft 
Research, the founder and president of Data & 
Society Research Institute, and a visiting 
professor at New York University, ADHD) 

B.A. in Computer Science from Brown 
University, M.S. in Sociable Media at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Media Lab, and a Ph.D. at the University of 
California, Berkeley School of Information 
(2008) 

1 2 3 4 
 
 
 

Peter Kight (CEO of Checkfree, ADD) No information found 1 2  
David Neeleman (CEO of JetBlue, ADHD) Attended the University of Utah but did not 

graduate 
1 2  

Glenn Beck (TV and radio personality, ADHD and 
several health conditions) 

Attended at Yale University, honorary Ph.D. 
degree from Liberty University (2010) 

1 2 3  

James Carville (American political commentator, 
media personality, and faculty member at Tulane 
University and Louisiana State University’s 
Manship School of Mass Communication, ADHD) 

B.A. and J.D. from Louisiana State 
University  

1 2 3 4  

Katherine Ellison (Pulitzer-prize winning journalist, 
public speaker, editor, and writing consultant, 
ADHD) 

No information found 1 2  

Edward Hallowell, M.D. (Child and adult 
psychiatrist who specializes in ADD and ADHD, 
founder of the Hallowell Center for Cognitive and 
Emotional Health, and co-author of several books, 
ADHD) 

Bachelor’s degree from Harvard University, 
M.D. from Tulane University Medical School 

1 2 3 4 

Cameron Herold (Serial entrepreneur, business 
coach, business mentor, CEO coach, TED Talk 
speaker, lecturer for the Entrepreneurial 
Organization Master’s program at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and founder of COO 
Alliance, ADHD) 

B.A. in Law from Carleton University (1988) 1 2 3 4 5  

Dean Kamen (Engineer, businessman, and 
inventor of the Segway, various medical devices, 
and many other inventions, Dyslexia and ADHD) 

Attended Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(dropped out) 

1 2 3 4 

Alan Meckler, Ph.D. (Internet pioneer and 
publishing executive, founder and chairman of the 
Mecklermedia Corporation, founder of several 
print magazines including Virtual Reality World, 
CDrom World, and Internet World, and chairman 
and CEO of Mediabistro Inc., Dyslexia and ADHD) 

B.A. and Ph.D. from Columbia University 
(Ph.D. circa 1982) 

1 2 3 

Leigh Steinberg (Sports agent who are 
represented the number one overall pick in the 
NFL draft a record eight times and on whom the 
1996 Jerry Maguire movie was based, ADHD) 

B.A. in Political Science (1970) and J.D. 
(1973) from the University of California, 
Berkeley 

1 2  

Brookley Wofford (Miss Minnesota United States 
2015 and a CHADD [Children and Adults with 
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder] 
champion/ambassador, ADHD) 

Graduated from the University of 
Mississippi with honors with a degree in 
Marketing Communications and a minor in 
Broadcast Journalism (2009) 

1 2 3  

http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://web.archive.org/web/20150215072902/http:/cba.lmu.edu/cbaconnect/archive/spring2015/paulorfaleasbootcampforlife/
http://www.ldonline.org/firstperson/Paul_Orfalea
http://cba.lmu.edu/academics/undergraduateprograms/fredkiesnercenterforentrepreneurship/faculty/?expert=paul.orfalea
https://www.ischool.berkeley.edu/people/profiles/alumni/danahboyd
https://www.danah.org/aboutme.html
http://www.zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2008/12/02/cvs_refused_to.html
https://www.reddit.com/r/ADHD/comments/52pgla/people_with_offical_adhd_diagnoses_who_are/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.additudemag.com/in-their-words-pete-kight-founder-and-former-ceo-checkfree-corp/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.newnetherlandinstitute.org/history-and-heritage/dutch_americans/david-g-neeleman/
http://www.nndb.com/people/809/000049662/
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/03/magazine/03beck-t.html?_r=3&hp=&pagewanted=all
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/love-war-with-james-carville-and-mary-matalin/
http://www.lsu.edu/mediacenter/news/2017/09/26carville.eb.php
http://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/education/article_0b181ac6-a2ed-11e7-8299-5f6ba2770bb1.html
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130404201
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
http://www.drhallowell.com/meet-dr-hallowell/
http://www.drhallowell.com/meet-dr-hallowell/biography/
https://www.additudemag.com/author/edward-hallowell-m-d/
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://www.theguardian.com/small-business-network/2015/jul/18/adhd-opportunity-entrepreneur-ted-edge
http://www.cameronherold.com/about-cameron/
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:MX1zQwHtZwQJ:www.wikiwand.com/en/Cameron_Herold+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-b
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cameronherold/?locale=de_DE
http://blog.edisonnation.com/2009/07/the-king-of-innovation-speaks/
https://www.popsci.com/scitech/article/2009-05/army-one-mind#page-2
http://www.notablebiographies.com/news/Ge-La/Kamen-Dean.html
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://www.fasterthannormal.com/ftn-episode-62-taking-chances-with-guest-alan-meckler/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/record/23/15/18.html
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
http://fortune.com/2012/04/11/leigh-steinberg-they-showed-him-the-money/
https://www.youradhdlife.com/chadd/
https://brookleynicole.wordpress.com/about/
http://www.addadult.com/add-education-center/famous-people-with-adhd/
https://brookleynicole.wordpress.com/2015/02/17/oneof15m/
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Autism Spectrum Disorder/Asperger syndrome 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

Dr. Jason Nolan (Associate Professor in Early 
Childhood Studies at Ryerson University and 
Director of the Response Ecologies Lab and the 
Experiential Design and Gaming Environments 
Lab, Autism and Deaf) 

Ph.D. in Critical Pedagogy from the 
University of Toronto (2001) 

1 2  

Bram Cohen (Creator of BitTorrent, Asperger 
syndrome) 

Attended SUNY Buffalo but did not 
graduate 

1 2 3 4  

Temple Grandin, Ph.D (Animal Behaviorist and 
Professor of Animal Science at Colorado State 
University, Autism) 

Bachelor’s degree in Human Psychology 
from Franklin Pierce College (1970), a 
Master’s degree in Animal Science from 
Arizona State University (1975), and a 
doctoral degree in Animal Science from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
(1989) 

1 2 3 
 

Satoshi Tajiri (Creator of Pokémon video game 
series, Autism/Asperger syndrome) 

Majored in Electronics and Computer 
Science at the Tokyo National College of 
Technology (two-year technical degree 
program) 

1 2 3 4  

Matt Savage (Professional jazz pianist, composer, 
and music teacher at Bunker Hill Community 
College, several community music schools, and 
private lessons, Pervasive Development Disorder 
(PDD-NOS) and Savant syndrome 

B.M. degree in Performance (Piano) from 
Berklee College of Music (2012), M.M. in 
Jazz Performance (Piano) from the 
Manhattan School of Music (2015) 

1 2 3  

Tony DeBlois (Professional jazz musician who 
can play over twenty instruments, Blind, Autism, 
and Savant syndrome) 

Graduated magna cum laude from Berklee 
College of Music (1996) 

1 2 

Caiseal Mór (Sci-fi and fantasy novelist, artist, 
musician, actor, and teacher, Autism, Dissociative 
Identity Disorder, and PTSD) 

Graduated from the University of Western 
Sydney with a degree in Performing Arts 
(1990) 

1 2 3 4 5  

James Hobley (Ballet dancer and a finalist on 
season five of Britain’s Got Talent, Autism) 

Currently a student at the English National 
Ballet School (as of 2017) 

1 2 3  

Amy Sequenzia (Activist and writer about 
disability rights, civil rights and human rights, 
Autism, Epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy, Dyspraxia, and 
Insomnia) 

No information found 1 2 3  

 

Psychological/Mental Health 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

Kay Redfield Jamison, M.D. (Professor of 
Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University and 
former Professor at the University of California, 
Los Angeles, Bipolar Disorder) 

B.A. and M.A. in Clinical Psychology from 
the University of California, Los Angeles 
(1971), C.Phil. (1973) and Ph.D. (1975) 
from University of California, Los Angeles 

1 2 3 4 

Elyn Saks (Associate Dean and Orrin B. Evans 
Professor of Law, Psychology, and Psychiatry and 
the Behavioral Sciences at the University of 
Southern California Gould Law School, Adjunct 
professor of Psychiatry at the University of 
California San Diego School of Medicine, faculty 

Graduated summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor’s degree from Vanderbilt 
University, MLitt from Oxford University as 
a Marshall Scholar, J.D. from Yale Law 
School, Ph.D. in Psychoanalytic Science 
from the New Center for Psychoanalysis 

1 2 3 4  

https://www.ryerson.ca/ecs/people/faculty/jason-nolan/
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/deaf/pages/phd/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
http://archive.fortune.com/magazines/fortune/fortune_archive/2005/10/31/8359146/index.htm
https://www.wired.com/2005/01/bittorrent-2/
https://web.archive.org/web/20110708090755/http:/bramcohen.com/resume.txt
http://www.templegrandin.com/
https://www.biography.com/people/temple-grandin-38062
https://source.colostate.edu/temple-grandin/
http://www.autismkey.com/pokeman-creator-draws-creativity-from-autism/
https://the-art-of-autism.com/how-satoshi-tajiris-autism-helped-create-pokemon/
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,34342-3,00.html
https://myhero.com/S_Tajiri_cvhs_cl_US_2016_ul
https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-with-autism/celebrity-lists
http://savagerecords.com/wordpressnew/about/
http://savagerecords.com/wordpressnew/press/biography/
http://www.tonydeblois.com/
https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-with-autism/celebrity-lists
https://www.penguin.com.au/authors/caiseal-mor
https://blog.donnawilliams.net/2007/04/22/bestselling-novelist-caiseal-mor-comes-out-as-autistic/
https://books.google.com/books?id=IwIQBQAAQBAJ&pg=PA185&lpg=PA185&dq=Caiseal+M%C3%B3r+dissociative+identity+disorder&source=bl&ots=v_YGMHxO5y&sig=Oma4r63PWp8ZFzZ3A5PtC7WDu1U&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwia6LjSxcbaAhUyTd8KHW1yBtsQ6AEIUTAE#v=onepage&q=Caiseal%20M%C3%B3r%20dissociative%20identity%20disorder&f=false
https://www.amazon.com/Blessing-Curse-Autism-Me/dp/184310573X
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/m/caiseal-mor/
https://www.ballet.org.uk/blog-detail/james-hobley-dancing-my-first-ballet-cinderella/
http://www.autismdailynewscast.com/ballet-dancer-autism-james-hobley-wins-place-prestigious-english-national-ballet-school/26385/joworgan/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/living/3357121/britains-got-talent-ballet-boy-james-hobley/
https://upclosed.com/people/amy-sequenzia/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/ariane-zurcher/autism_b_1871276.html
http://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/leadership/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/profiles/results/directory/profile/5353763/kay-jamison
https://psychiatry.unm.edu/community/Public%20Programs/past-lect/jamison.html
https://myhero.com/Kay_Jamison
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/11/a-conversation-with-kay-redfield-jamison-professor-of-psychiatry/247995/
http://weblaw.usc.edu/about/news/?id=3773
http://weblaw.usc.edu/faculty/?id=300
https://www.cnn.com/2012/08/12/opinion/saks-mental-illness/index.html
http://gould.usc.edu/faculty/centers/saks/
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at the New Center for Psychoanalysis, and a 
MacArthur Foundation Fellowship winner, 
Schizophrenia) 
John Forbes Nash Jr (Mathematician and Nobel 
Prize Winner in Mathematics, Schizophrenia) 

B.S. and M.S. in Mathematics from 
Carnegie Institute of Technology (1948), 
Ph.D. from Princeton University (1950) 

1 2 
 

J.K. Rowling (Novelist, screenwriter, and producer 
who is best known for writing the Harry Potter 
fantasy series, Depression) 

B.A. in French and Classics from the 
University of Exeter (1986) 

1 2 3  

Buzz Aldrin (Engineer, former astronaut, 
Command Pilot in the United States Air Force, 
and one of the first two humans to land on the 
Moon, Depression) 

B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the 
United States Military Academy at West 
Point (1951), Sc.D. in Astronautics from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(1963) 

1 2 3 
 

Kjell Magne Bondevik (Norwegian Lutheran 
minister and politician, former Prime Minister of 
Norway, and current President of the Oslo Centre 
for Peace and Human Rights, Depression) 

Theological candidate at the MF Norwegian 
School of Theology (1975) 

1 2 3  

Barbara Bush (former First Lady of the United 
States, Depression) 

Attended Smith College but did not 
graduate (1943-1944) 

1 2 3 4  

Lawton Chiles (Politician, former United States 
Senator and the 41st governor of Florida, 
Depression) 

Graduated from the University of Florida at 
Gainesville (1952) and earned a law degree 
from the University of Florida’s law school 
(1955) 

1 2 3  

Tipper Gore (Wife of Al Gore [the 45th Vice 
President of the United States], Depression) 

B.A. in Psychology from Boston University 
(1970), Master’s degree in Psychology from 
Vanderbilt University’s George Peabody 
College (1975) 

1 2  

Jason Saltzman (Startup mentor, entrepreneur, 
and CEO of Alley, Generalized Anxiety Disorder) 

BFA in Fine Arts from Fashion Institute of 
Technology (1999), BFA in Marketing and 
Fine Arts from Briarcliffe College (2003) 

1 2 3  

Caiseal Mór (Sci-fi and fantasy novelist, artist, 
musician, actor, and teacher, Autism, Dissociative 
Identity Disorder, and PTSD) 

Graduated from the University of Western 
Sydney with a degree in Performing Arts 
(1990) 

1 2 3 4 5  

 

Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Hearing Loss 

Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 
Obtained 

References 

Tom Ridge (Former Governor of Pennsylvania 
and first US Secretary of Homeland Security, 
Hearing Loss and Tinnitus) 

B.A. from Harvard University with honors 
(1967), J.D. from the Dickinson School of 
Law (1972) 

1 2  

I. King Jordan, Ph. D. (First Deaf President of 
Gallaudet University, Deaf) 

B.A. in Psychology from Gallaudet 
University (1970), M.A. (1971), and Ph.D. 
(1973) in Psychology from the University of 
Tennessee 

1 2 3  

Vinton Cerf (Internet pioneer, one of the “Fathers 
of the Internet”, and a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Gallaudet University, Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing) 

B.S. in Mathematics from Stanford 
University, M.S (1970) and Ph.D. (1972) in 
Computer Science from the University of 
California, Los Angeles 

1 2  

Konstantin E. Tsiolkovsky (One of the fathers of 
rocketry and cosmonautics, Deaf) 

Clear information not found; available 
information suggests that he attended 
university lectures but did not earn a degree 

1 2  

https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/1994/nash-bio.html
https://www.livingwithschizophreniauk.org/john-nash/
https://www.jkrowling.com/about/
http://www.howibeatdepression.com/how-jk-rowling-beat-depression/
http://www.suicide.org/jk-rowling-considered-suicide.html
https://www.space.com/16280-buzz-aldrin.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/magazine/21fob-q4-t.html
https://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/aldrin-b.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/supp/Supplement-A-Bu-and-Obituaries/Bondevik-Kjell-Magne.html
http://www.oslocenter.no/en/about/employee/kjell-magne-bondevik/
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/people/kjell-magne-bondevik
https://www.biography.com/people/barbara-bush-9232727
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/09/08/us/in-memoir-barbara-bush-recalls-private-trials-of-a-political-life.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20130726123655/http:/articles.philly.com:80/1990-05-22/news/25886573_1_barbara-bush-doggie-bag-volunteer-work
http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=42
http://www.anb.org/view/10.1093/anb/9780198606697.001.0001/anb-9780198606697-e-0700763
https://www.lawtonchilesfoundation.org/biography
http://articles.latimes.com/1990-04-14/news/mn-1012_1_lawton-chiles
http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/06/16/president.2000/mrsgore.biography/
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/story?id=123086&page=1
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/275614
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jasonsaltzman/
https://www.levo.com/posts/15-successful-people-on-their-struggles-with-anxiety
https://www.penguin.com.au/authors/caiseal-mor
https://blog.donnawilliams.net/2007/04/22/bestselling-novelist-caiseal-mor-comes-out-as-autistic/
https://books.google.com/books?id=IwIQBQAAQBAJ&pg=PA185&lpg=PA185&dq=Caiseal+M%C3%B3r+dissociative+identity+disorder&source=bl&ots=v_YGMHxO5y&sig=Oma4r63PWp8ZFzZ3A5PtC7WDu1U&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwia6LjSxcbaAhUyTd8KHW1yBtsQ6AEIUTAE#v=onepage&q=Caiseal%20M%C3%B3r%20dissociative%20identity%20disorder&f=false
https://www.amazon.com/Blessing-Curse-Autism-Me/dp/184310573X
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/m/caiseal-mor/
https://www.nod.org/board-tridge/
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=r000243
http://www.gallaudet.edu/about/history-and-traditions/i-king-jordan
http://www.myosceolalibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Bio-of-Gallaudet-University.pdf
https://www.washingtonian.com/2006/03/01/gallaudet-university-interview-with-former-president-i-king-jordan/
https://dhhcouncil.wisconsin.gov/dhhfiles/pdf/Cerf.pdf
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/cerf/
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/rocketry/home/konstantin-tsiolkovsky.html
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/science-and-technology/space-exploration-biographies/konstantin-eduardovich-tsiolkovsky
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Ella Mae Lentz (Author, poet, teacher, and 
advocate, Deaf) 

Dual bachelor’s degrees in Drama and 
English from Gallaudet University (1975) 

1 2  

Mojo Mathers (New Zealand politician and former 
member of the New Zealand House of 
Representatives, Deaf) 

Honors degree in Mathematics and a 
Master’s degree in Conservation Forestry 
 

 

1 2  

John Cornforth Jr (Chemist and winner of the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry, Deaf) 

B.S. in Organic Chemistry from the 
University of Sydney’s School of Chemistry 
(graduated with First-Class Honors and the 
University Medal, 1937), D.Phil. in Organic 
Chemistry from the University of Oxford’s 
St. Catherine’s College (1941) 

1 2  
 

Kathleen Ollerenshaw (Mathematician, politician, 
and Lord Mayer of Manchester from 1975-1976, 
Deaf) 

Graduated from Somerville College in the 
University of Oxford with a First-Class 
degree in Mathematics (1933), D.Phil. from 
Somerville College in the University of 
Oxford (1945) 

1 2 3   

Sue Thomas (First Deaf person to work as an 
undercover specialist for the FBI, Deaf and 
Multiple Sclerosis) 

B.S. in Political Science and International 
Relations from Springfield College (1976), 
post-graduate work in counseling at Case 
Western Reserve and Columbia Bible 
College and Seminary 

1 2  

Caroline Soloman (Professor of Biology at 
Gallaudet University and Adjunct at the University 
of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, 
Deaf) 

B.A. in Environmental Science and Public 
Policy from Harvard University, M.S. in 
Biological Oceanography from the 
University of Washington, and a Ph.D. in 
Biological Oceanography from the 
University of Maryland 

1 2  

Dr. Joshua Reiher (Physician, first deaf person to 
graduate from the University of Wisconsin Medical 
School, Deaf) 

M.D. from the University of Wisconsin 
Medical School (2012) 

1 2 

Dr. Christopher Moreland (Physician [Hospitalist] 
and the Associate Program Director for the 
Internal Medicine Residency Program at the 
University of Texas Health Science Center, Deaf) 

B.A. from The University of Texas Austin 
(Plan II), M.D. from the University of Texas 
Houston Medical School, Residency in 
Internal Medicine at the UC Davis School of 
Medicine (2008) 

1 2 3  

Omer Zak (Digital Electronics and Software 
Engineer, Deaf) 

B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering from the 
Technion (Israel Institute of Technology), 
M.Sc. in Physics from Weizmann Institute 
of Science 

1 2  

Dr. Kathryn Woodcock (Professor at Ryerson 
University specializing in human factors 
engineering, first deaf woman to earn a Ph.D. in 
Engineering and longest tenured deaf professor in 
Canada, Deaf) 

B.A.Sc and M.A.Sc from the University of 
Waterloo, Ph.D. from the University of 
Toronto 

1 2 3  

Dr. Michele Cooke (Professor at the University of 
Massachusetts – Amherst in the Department of 
Geosciences, Deaf) 

Graduated cum laude with a B.S.E. in 
Geological Engineering from Princeton 
University (1989), M.S. in Civil Engineering 
from Stanford University (1991), Ph.D. in 
Geological and Environmental Sciences 
with a Ph.D. minor in Mechanical 
Engineering from Stanford University 
(1996) 

1 2  

Dr. Jason Nolan (Associate Professor in Early 
Childhood Studies at Ryerson University and 

Ph.D. in Critical Pedagogy from the 
University of Toronto (2001) 

1 2  

http://www.aslpresents.com/ella.html
https://www.handspeak.com/culture/index.php?id=115
https://www.parliament.nz/en/mps-and-electorates/former-members-of-parliament/mathers-mojo/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/6017034/Mojo-Mathers-set-to-be-New-Zealands-first-deaf-MP
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/chemistry/laureates/1975/cornforth-bio.html
https://www.twu.edu/dsc/warcup-cornforthI.htm
http://www-history.mcs.st-and.ac.uk/Biographies/Ollerenshaw.html
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Kathleen-Ollerenshaw
https://www.agnesscott.edu/lriddle/women/ollerenshaw.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20110716215519/http:/www.the-news-leader.com/news/article/4571152
https://suethomasfbeye.com/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
https://my.gallaudet.edu/caroline-solomon
https://web.archive.org/web/20130624073111/www.todaystmj4.com/features/specialassignment/207948851.html
https://www.healthgrades.com/physician/dr-joshua-reiher-y9p72nz
http://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/welcome/features/20070207_som_deaf_resident/index.html
https://www.the-hospitalist.org/hospitalist/article/126141/deaf-hospitalist-focuses-teaching-co-management-patient-centered-care
http://som.uthscsa.edu/StudentAffairs/veritas-moreland.asp
http://sci.gallaudet.edu/DS/deafpages.html
http://www.zak.co.il/a/stuff/omer/eng/bio.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/about/
https://www.ryerson.ca/sophe/people/faculty/kathryn-woodcock/
http://www.geo.umass.edu/faculty/cooke/Cooke.html
http://www.geo.umass.edu/faculty/cooke/CV.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/ecs/people/faculty/jason-nolan/
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/deaf/pages/phd/
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Director of the Response Ecologies Lab and the 
Experiential Design and Gaming Environments 
Lab, Autism and Deaf) 
Dr. Phillip Zazove (Author, physician, chair of the 
Department of Family Medicine at the University 
of Michigan, and the third deaf American 
physician, Deaf) 

Bachelor’s degree from Northwestern 
University, Master’s degree in Biology from 
Northwestern University, M.D. from 
Washington University School of Medicine 

1 2 3  

Dr. Peter Hauser (Psychologist, director of the 
Deaf Studies Laboratory and professor at the 
National Technical Institute for the Deaf at 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT/NTID), and 
leader of the Rochester Bridges to the Doctorate 
Program at Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Deaf) 

B.A. in Psychology and Philosophy from 
Central Connecticut State University 
(1994), M.A. from Gallaudet in Linguistics 
(1998) and Psychology (1999), Ph.D. in 
Clinical Psychology from Gallaudet 
University (2000) 

1 2  

 

Blind, Visually Impaired, Low Vision, and Vision Loss 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

Cyrus Habib (Current Lieutenant Governor of 
Washington, President of the Washington State 
Senate, lawyer, and Professor and Distinguished 
Lawmaker in Residence at Seattle University Law 
School, Blind) 
 

Graduate summa cum laude with a B.A. in 
Comparative Literature from Columbia 
University, Master of Letters in English 
Literature from St John’s College at the 
University of Oxford, and a J.D. from Yale 
Law School 

1 2 3  
 

David Paterson (55th Governor of New York, first 
African-American Secretary of State in New York, 
and the first African-American Vice-Chair of the 
National Democratic Party, Legally Blind) 

B.A. in History from Columbia College of 
Columbia University (1977) and a J.D. from 
Hofstra Law School (1983) 

1 2 

Chris Holmes, Baron Holmes of Richmond 
(Paralympic swimmer and life peer in the House 
of Lords, Blind) 

B.A. in Social and Political Sciences at 
King’s College, Cambridge, his B.A. was 
promoted to a Master of Arts (Oxbridge and 
Dublin) degree (1998), post graduate 
diploma in law (PGDL) from BPP Law 
School, and completed the Legal Practice 
Course (2002)  

1 2 3  

Bob C. Riley (Educator [university professor], 
politician, the former Acting Governor of 
Arkansas, and the eighth Lieutenant Governor of 
Arkansas, Blind) 

B.A. (1950), M.A. (1951), and Ed.D. (1957) 
degrees from the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville 

1 2  

Trischa Zorn (Swimmer, the most successful 
athlete in the history of the Paralympic Games, 
former Special Education teacher swimming 
coach, and attorney for an Indianapolis insurance 
company, Blind) 

B.S. in Education/Special Education from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (1987), 
Master’s degree in School Administration 
from Indiana University, graduated from 
Indiana University School of Law – 
Indianapolis (2005) 

1 2 3  

Dr. Abraham Nemeth (Mathematician and 
inventor, Professor of Mathematics at the 
University of Detroit Mercy, and the developer of 
the Nemeth Braille Code for Mathematics and 
Science Notation, Blind) 

Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from 
Brooklyn College, M.A. in Psychology from 
Columbia University, Ph.D. in Mathematics 
from Wayne State University 

1 2 3 4  

Dr. Jacob Bolotin (First man born totally blind to 
become fully licensed to practice medicine, Blind) 

Graduated from the Chicago College of 
Medicine with honors (circa 1912) 

1 2 

https://www.cnn.com/2015/05/20/health/human-factor-philip-zazove/index.html
https://www.michigandaily.com/content/dr-philip-zazove
https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/family-medicine/philip-zazove-md
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2016/07/tuning-deaf-needs
http://www.ntid.rit.edu/asl-fac-staff/bio/Peter/Hauser?width=700&height=410&iframe=true
http://fortune.com/2017/01/08/washington-blind-lieutenant-gov/
http://www.ltgov.wa.gov/biography/
https://cyrushabib.com/meet-cyrus/
https://www.biography.com/people/david-a-paterson-400134
https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/famous-people-with-visual-impairments/
http://chrisholmes.co.uk/about-chris/
http://www.chartwellspeakers.com/speaker/chris-holmes/
https://alchetron.com/Chris-Holmes,-Baron-Holmes-of-Richmond
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2458
http://www.nndb.com/people/831/000121468/
https://www.teamusa.org/US-Paralympics/Features/2016/March/23/The-Most-Decorated-Athlete-Youve-Never-Heard-Of-Meet-55-Time-Medalist-Trischa-Zorn-Hudson
https://www.usaswimming.org/docs/default-source/disabilitydocuments/recognition/zorninfo2017.pdf?sfvrsn=5
https://www.paralympic.org/asp/lib/TheASP.asp?pageid=8937&sportid=514&personid=681727&WinterGames=-1
https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/famous-people-with-visual-impairments/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/07/us/abraham-nemeth-creator-of-a-braille-code-for-math-is-dead-at-94.html?_r=0
http://www.afb.org/afbpress/pubnew.asp?DocID=aw141108
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/abraham-nemeth-94-developer-of-braille-math-code-dies/2013/10/05/f2a30c2e-2de0-11e3-8ade-a1f23cda135e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2382bcce461c
https://nfb.org/history-bolotin
https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/famous-people-with-visual-impairments/
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Richard H. Bernstein (Lawyer and Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice, Legally Blind) 

Graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. 
from the University of Michigan (1996), J.D. 
from Northwestern University School of Law 
(1999) 

1 2 3 4 

Dr. Wanda Díaz-Merced (Sonic astrophysicist and 
astronomer at the International Astronomical 
Union’s Office of Astronomy for Development, 
Blind and Diabetes) 

Bachelor’s degree and Master’s degree 
from the University of Puerto Rico, Ph.D. in 
Computer Science from the University of 
Glasgow (2013), post-doctoral fellow at the 
South African Astronomical Observatory 

1 2 3 4 5 6  

Dr. David Hartman (Psychiatrist, Associate 
Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine 
at Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine, and 
first blind American to complete pre-med and 
medical studies, Blind) 

Graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in 
Biology from Gettysburg College (1972), 
M.D. from Temple University School of 
Medicine (1976), Residency in Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation at Temple 
University Hospital, Residency in Psychiatry 
at the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania 

1  2  3  4  
 

Dr. Tim Cordes (Psychiatrist at the William S. 
Middleton VA Hospital, second blind person ever 
to be accepted to an American school of 
medicine, Blind) 

Valedictorian of the University of Notre 
Dame with a B.S. in Biochemistry (1998), 
M.D. (2004) and Ph.D. in Biochemistry 
(2007) from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison 

1 2 3 4  

Dr. Stanley Yarnell (Physician specializing in 
physical medicine and rehabilitation, Visually 
Impaired) 

Graduated cum laude with a degree in 
Microbiology from Ohio State University, 
graduated from Ohio State University 
Medical School 

1 2   

Dr. Stanley Wainapel (Clinical Director of 
Rehabilitation Medicine at Montefiore Medical 
Center, assistant clinical instructor with the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, and an associate 
professor with Columbia University’s College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Blind) 

Graduated with a bachelor’s degree, an 
M.D., and a Master’s degree in Public 
Health from Boston University 

1 2  

Dr. Iliff Jeffery (Osteopathic physician and 
preceptor for Kirksville College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and Western University’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific, Blind) 

D.O. from Kirksville College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (1944) 

1 2 
  

Tony DeBlois (Professional jazz musician who 
can play over twenty instruments, Blind, Autism, 
and Savant syndrome) 

Graduated magna cum laude from Berklee 
College of Music (1996) 

1 2 

 

Physical and Mobility Disabilities 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

Dr. Meghan Wilson (Physician [Physiatrist], 
Quadriplegia) 

Bachelor’s degree in Neurobiology from the 
University of Florida, Ph.D. (2011) and M.D. 
(2013) from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine Medical Scientist 
Training program, Internship at the 
Northside Medical Center, Residency at the 
University of California, Irvine in 
Rehabilitation Medicine 

1 2  

http://www.micourthistory.org/justices/bernstein/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/justice-is-blind-for-michigan-residents/
https://mirsnews.com/sc_bio.php?lid=14
https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/famous-people-with-visual-impairments/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/goddard/about/people/Wanda_Diaz-Merced.html
https://www.ted.com/speakers/wanda_diaz_merced
http://remezcla.com/features/culture/puerto-rican-astrophysicist-stars-sound/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/voices/making-astronomy-accessible-for-the-visually-impaired/
https://www.femmedechem.com/home/wanda-diaz-merced
http://people.com/archive/everyone-is-handicapped-in-some-way-says-david-hartman-phi-bete-husband-doctor-and-blind-vol-6-no-15/
http://medicine.vtc.vt.edu/people/david-w-hartman/
https://www.carilionclinic.org/providers/david-w-hartman-md
https://www.gettysburg.edu/news_events/press_release_detail.dot?id=e96596d0-e407-48e7-853a-f32790091788
https://nfb.org/images/nfb/publications/bm/bm10/bm1010/bm101008.htm
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/7318398/#.WsONHGsUncs
https://www.va.gov/health/NewsFeatures/2013/June/Blind-Doc-at-VA-Sees-Patients-Differently.asp
https://onwisconsin.uwalumni.com/features/seeing-potential/
http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Blind-Physicians-Current-Practice.pdf
https://nfb.org/Images/nfb/Publications/bm/bm04/bm0401/bm040106.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/nyregion/16experience.html
http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Blind-Physicians-Current-Practice.pdf
http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Blind-Physicians-Current-Practice.pdf
https://abilitymagazine.com/FDR_westernU.html
http://www.tonydeblois.com/
https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-with-autism/celebrity-lists
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2013/05/19/Meghan-Wilson-s-impossible-dream-to-be-doctor-comes-true/stories/201305190253
http://www.post-gazette.com/region/2013/05/19/Meghan-Wilson-s-story-inspires-others/stories/201305190232#ixzz2TlFy1SyW
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Dr. Thomas Strax (Physician [Physiatrist], 
Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Rehabilitation Medicine at the UMDNJ-Robert 
Wood Johnson Medical School, and Medical 
Director of the JFK Johnson Rehabilitation 
Institute, Cerebral Palsy) 

B.A. from New York University (1963), M.D. 
from the New York University School of 
Medicine 

1 2 
  

Janet Reno (First female U.S. Attorney General, 
Parkinson’s Disease) 

B.S. in Chemistry from Cornell University, 
J.D. from Harvard Law School (1963) 

1 2 3  

Bob Dole (Former member of the U.S. House and 
U.S. Senate from Kansas and the 1996 
Republican Party’s presidential candidate, 
paralyzed right arm and hand) 

B.A. and LL.B from Washburn University 
(1952) 

1 2  

Wilma Mankiller (First women Chief of the 
Cherokee Nation and Women’s Rights Activist, 
Myasthenia Gravis [neuromuscular disease]) 

Bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences from 
Flaming Rainbow University, completed 
graduate courses at the University of 
Arkansas 

1 2 

Charles Proteus Steinmetz (Electrical Engineer 
famous for his work in electricity, Kyphosis, 
Dwarfism, and hip dysplasia) 

Undergraduate degree from the University 
of Breslau, honorary degree from Harvard 
University (1901), honorary Ph.D. from 
Union College (1903) 

1 2 3  

Justin Whitlock Dart Jr. (Activist and advocate for 
people with disabilities, physical disability [polio]) 

Bachelor’s degrees in History and 
Education from the University of Houston 
(1954) 

1 2 3  

Richard Mankin (Research entomologist for the 
Agricultural Research Service [part of the U.S. 
department of Agriculture or USDA], Mobility 
disability [rare muscle disease]) 

B.S. in Mathematics and B.S. in Physics 
from New Mexico State University (1970), 
M.S. in Physics from the University of 
Florida (1976), and Ph.D. in Entomology 
from the University of Florida (1979) 

1 2 3  

Farida Bedwei (Software engineer and co-founder 
and chief technical officer of software company 
Logiciel, Cerebral Palsy) 

Diploma in Software Engineering from the 
ST. Michael Information Technology 
Center, B.Sc. in Computer Science from the 
University of Hertfordshire (2005), 
certificate in Project Management from 
Ghana Institute of Management and Public 
Administration (2009) 

1 2 3  

Larry Pileggi (Tanoto Professor of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering at Carnegie Mellon and the 
director of the Center for Circuit & System 
Solutions, a multi-university U.S. research 
program, Physical Disability [Wheelchair user]) 

B.S. (1983) and M.S. (1984) in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of 
Pittsburgh, Ph.D. in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering from Carnegie 
Mellon University (1989) 

1 2 3  

Amy Sequenzia (Activist and writer about 
disability rights, civil rights and human rights, 
Autism, Epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy, Dyspraxia, and 
Insomnia) 

No information found 1 2 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Thomas-Strax.pdf
https://health.usnews.com/doctors/thomas-strax-872660
http://tech.mit.edu/V115/N57/reno.57w.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1995/11/17/us/reno-discloses-diagnosis-of-parkinson-s-disease.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2016/11/07/former-us-attorney-general-janet-reno-dies-at-78.html
https://www.biography.com/people/bob-dole-9276436
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=d000401
https://www.biography.com/people/wilma-mankiller-214109
http://www.nativepartnership.org/site/PageServer?pagename=aief_hist_nna_wilmamankiller
https://lemelson.mit.edu/resources/charles-steinmetz
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-Proteus-Steinmetz
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/charles-proteus-steinmetz-the-wizard-of-schenectady-51912022/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Justin-Dart-Jr
http://www.nndb.com/people/133/000168626/
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/hallofhonor/2010_dart
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
https://www.entsoc.org/richard-mankin
https://www.cnn.com/2015/02/13/africa/farida-bedwei-ghanaian-software-genius/index.html
https://gh.linkedin.com/in/farida-bedwei-3013556
http://techcabal.com/2015/02/16/software-architect-cerebral-palsy/
https://www.aaas.org/news/engineers-disabilities-describe-creative-persistent-strategies-they-took-succeed
https://users.ece.cmu.edu/%7Epileggi/people/larry-pileggi-ph-d/
https://www.ece.cmu.edu/directory/department/faculty/P/Larry_Pileggi_141.html
https://upclosed.com/people/amy-sequenzia/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/ariane-zurcher/autism_b_1871276.html
http://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/leadership/
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Health Conditions 
Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) 

Obtained 
References 

John F. Kennedy (35th President of the United 
States, Addison’s Disease) 

Graduated cum laude with a B.A. in 
Government with a concentration on 
international affairs from Harvard University 
(1940), audited graduate classes at the 
Stanford Graduate School of Business 
(circa 1940) 

1 2 

Naomi Ondrasek (Biologist at the University of 
California, Davis, Autoimmune disease [Irritable 
Bowel Disease] 

Ph.D. in Integrative Biology from University 
of California, Berkeley (2013), Fellowship at 
the University of California, Davis 

1 2  
 
 

Michelle Bachmann (Politician, former member of 
the United States House of Representatives, and 
candidate for the Republican nomination in the 
2012 United States presidential election, 
Migraines) 

B.A. from Winona State University (1978), 
J.D. from Oral Roberts University (1986), 
LL.M in Tax Law from William & Mary Law 
School (1988) 

1 2 3 

Howard Bloom (Author and former publicist for 
singers and bands such as Prince, Billy Joel, and 
Styx, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome) 

Graduated from New York University 1 2 3 4 5  

Susan Blackmore (Psychologist, writer, 
contributor to The Guardian newspaper, sceptic, 
lecturer, broadcaster, and a Visiting Professor at 
the University of Plymouth, Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome) 

B.A. (Hons) in Psychology and Physiology 
from St. Hilda’s College, Oxford (1973), 
MSc in Environmental Psychology from the 
University of Surrey (1974), Ph.D. in 
Parapsychology from University of Surrey 
(1980) 

1 2 3  

Leonard Jason (Professor of Psychology and 
Director of the Center for Community Research at 
DePaul University, former president of the 
Division of Community Psychology of the 
American Psychological Association, and a past 
editor of The Community Psychologist, Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome) 

B.A. in Psychology from Brandeis 
University (1971), Ph.D. in Psychology from 
the University of Rochester (1975) 

1 2 
 

Ken Baumann (Writer, publisher, book designer, 
co-founder of the iOS app Sweetspot, and actor 
on The Secret Life of the American Teenager, 
Crohn’s disease) 

Currently attends St. John’s College (as of 
2016) 

1 2 3 4  

Dwight D. Eisenhower (34th President of the 
United States, Crohn’s disease) 

Graduated from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point (1915) 

1 2  

Travis Flores (Activist, philanthropist, motivational 
speaker, actor, and children’s book author, Cystic 
Fibrosis) 

B.A. in Acting from Marymount Manhattan 
College, M.S. in Fundraising from New York 
University (2013) 

1 2 3  

Amy Sequenzia (Activist and writer about 
disability rights, civil rights and human rights, 
Autism, Epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy, Dyspraxia, and 
Insomnia) 

No information found 1 2 3  

Tony Coelho (Politician, former United States 
Representative from California, primary sponsor 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and a 
former chairman and current member of the board 
of directors of the Epilepsy Foundation, Epilepsy) 

B.A. from Loyola University (1964) 1 2 3  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/wellness/1992/10/06/jfks-addisons-disease/aceb473c-a5dc-4199-9453-d3fcd3b18312/?utm_term=.0efd7dc1fe7d
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/08/the-medical-ordeals-of-jfk/309469/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
http://www.navasotaexaminer.com/lifestyles/article_98e8a8c0-f3e7-11e2-ae75-0019bb2963f4.html
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=B001256
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/michele-bachmann-releases-physicians-note-on-migraines/2011/07/20/gIQAcnTiQI_story.html?utm_term=.920ec1fdfc91
https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/celebrities-with-chronic-health-conditions/18/
https://www.biography.com/people/harold-bloom-9216064
http://howardbloom.net/howard-bloom/about-howard-bloom/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/05/nyregion/how-howard-bloom-writer-and-former-publicist-spends-his-sundays.html
http://www.healtheo360.com/howardbloom/
https://books.google.com/books?id=GRe5TQFr2k8C&pg=PA298&dq=Howard+Bloom+chronic+fatigue+syndrome&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwij9IiKnuraAhVsUN8KHeoXAP0Q6AEILzAB#v=onepage&q=Howard%20Bloom%20chronic%20fatigue%20syndrome&f=false
https://www.susanblackmore.uk/cv/
https://www.susanblackmore.uk/biography/
https://books.google.com/books?id=GRe5TQFr2k8C&pg=PA298&lpg=PA298&dq=Susan+Blackmore+chronic+fatigue+syndrome&source=bl&ots=tgjHs6ZCC_&sig=vYDyKKcQxEngv4Nng21ByI6wKpA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjNpeLnneraAhWimOAKHSVXAXsQ6AEIWDAH#v=onepage&q=Susan%20Blackmore%20chronic%20fatigue%20syndrome&f=false
http://condor.depaul.edu/ljason/
https://web.archive.org/web/20110307200125/http:/www.nytimes.com/ref/health/healthguide/esn-chronicfatigue-expert.html
http://kenbaumann.com/
https://www.sjc.edu/news/secret-life-santa-fe-johnnie
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1552976/bio
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/8gv5z3/jonathan-gold-gave-me-crohns-disease
https://www.biography.com/people/dwight-d-eisenhower-9285482
https://www.uthealthleader.org/story/dwight-david-eisenhower
https://www.travisflores.org/overview
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5614633/bio
https://medium.com/@travisflores/a-terminal-prognosis-and-a-transcending-friendship-b96ad08dc819
https://upclosed.com/people/amy-sequenzia/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/ariane-zurcher/autism_b_1871276.html
http://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/leadership/
http://history.house.gov/People/Detail/11178
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=C000581
http://www.lls.edu/media/loyolalawschool/events/2016/Coelho%20Bio%20and%20Photo.pdf

