




Minutes for Cybersecurity Scholarship Program (CySP) Meeting 

October 10, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. in Stright 331 

Attended by: Dr. Waleed Farag, Dr. Soundararajan Ezekiel, Dr. Imran Ghani, Joshua Griffith, 

James Lutz, Kaishia Ieraci, Rodney Cesar, and Timothy Troy 

Excused: Brooklyn Kotula 

1. Approval of last meeting's minutes

2. Tuition and fee waivers have been processed

3. Book store accounts have been established and used

a. If you still need to purchase books, do so as soon as possible

4. $12,500 per semester scholarship stipends have been processed and received

5. Everyone has submitted their laptop specifications, and all requests have been forwarded

to the purchasing office

6. CySP recipients are strongly encouraged to participate in the Cyber Security Club and

any other extracurricular cybersecurity activities that their schedules permit

7. Congratulations to James, Brooklyn, Josh, Kaishia and the rest of the team who

participated in the CAE NE Hackathon on September 20th-21st and helped bring IUP to

first place

a. Details can be found at https://www.iup.edu/news-item.aspx7id=278717

b. Each participant should have received an email containing a form regarding

hometown news releases. Please fill out this form and send it to Dr. Farag as soon

as possible.

8. CySP recipients are strongly encouraged to participate in the following cybersecurity

events at IUP:

a. Cybersecurity Day on October 29th in the HUB OHIO room

1. Details can be found at

https://www.iup.edu/cvbersecurit,/activities/cvber-securitv-ia-dav/

n. Volunteers for the event will be needed. If you'd like to volunteer, contact

Victor Sansing at bzfw'afop.edu

b. Cybersecurity Seminar on November 7th in the KCAC
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About Me 
 

Two to three paragraphs about yourself.  
 
Fall 2019 
 
Course Work 
• COSC 310 – Data Structures and Algorithms (3cr) 

• COSC 316 – Host Computer Security.  (3cr) 

• PHYS 131 – Physics I with Calculus (+ Lab)  (4cr) 

• CRIM 102 – Survey of Criminology  (3cr) 

• ANTH 110 – Contemporary Anthropology  (3cr) 

 
 
Extracurricular Activities 
  

• List past activities and ongoing activities during this current 
semester. 
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Spring 2020 

 
Course Work 

• COSC 341 – Intro to Database Management (3cr) 

• MATH 309 – Discrete Mathematics (3cr) 

• CRIM 354 – White Collar Crime (3cr) 

• GEOG 104 – World Geography (3cr) 

• GEOS 101 – The Dynamic Earth (3cr) 

 
Extracurricular Activities 

• List activities in the Spring 2020 semester. 



Minutes for Cybersecurity Scholarship Program (CySP) Meeting 

November 12, 2019 at 3:15 P.M. in Stright 331 

Attended by: Dr. Waleed Farag, Dr. Soundararajan Ezekiel, Dr. Imran Ghani, Joshua Griffith, 

James Lutz, Kaishia Ieraci, Rodney Cesar, Timothy Troy and Brooklyn Kotula 

1. Approval of last meeting’s minutes – JL moved, seconded JG, and motion was 

unanimously approved. 

2. There is still some time to use the money in your Co-Op bookstore account.  Consult with 

Dr. Farag if you have any questions or experience any issues. 

3. Everyone has received their respective laptops.  Dr. Farag has expressed to IUP upper 

management the general concerns regarding the delays in processing the laptop orders. 

4. Everyone should have received an email from Dr. Farag containing the format to be used 

for the creation of your cybersecurity portfolio.  Please fill in the document with the 

appropriate information and email it back to Dr. Farag by the end of November. 

Student Reports: 

• Joshua Griffith – No academic issues expressed 

o Research:  Developing an AI to scan emails for phishing 

o Currently gathering resources 

• James Lutz – No academic issues expressed 

o Research:  Serialization of Python objects (pickling) and analysis of the 

associated security risks 

o Has built an instrument version of python for fuzzing 

o Currently gathering test data 

• Rodney Cesar – No academic issues expressed 

o Research:  Testing and comparison of schemes for machine to machine 

authentication in IoT using a simulator 

o Currently looking for a suitable simulator and deciding which authentication 

schemes to test 

• Kaishia Ieraci – No academic issues expressed 

o Research:  Using AI to determine the context of a tweet from the emojis used in it 



o Currently researching the Twitter API 

• Brooklyn Kotula – No academic issues expressed 

o Research:  Analyzing the effect of the dark web on cybercrime 

o Currently reviewing the associated literature 

• Timothy Troy – No academic issues expressed 

o Research:  Security in software development 

o Currently reviewing the associated literature 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted By:  Rodney Cesar and Waleed Farag 
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DoD: Cybersecurity Scholarship Program (CySP) 

Meeting’s Agenda on October 10, 2019 

Minutes Approval 

• Approval of the minutes of the last meeting held August 27, 2019, see attachment #1. 

Announcements: 

• Scholarship tuition waiver forms for all six students have been processed by the Bursar’s 
Office. Any problems??? 

• All six students have started using their Coop Accounts to buy their academic books this 
semester. If you still need to purchase any other books, you need to do that ASAP. 

• Scholarship stipends on Next Gen System ($12,500 to each student for each semester) were 
submitted a while ago, and all of you should had received it by now. Any problems??  

• All six students have communicated to the PI, Dr. Farag, the specs and quotes for their desired 
laptops. These requests were approved by the PI, and immediately forwarded to the IUP 
purchase office that placed these orders. All of you should had received your laptop already, 
right? 

• All CySP recipients are strongly encouraged to get more involved in the Cybersecurity Club 
activities. 

• James, Brooklyn, Josh and Kaishia participated in the CAE NE Hackathon held Sept 20-21. 
IUP placed first this year. Congratulation to the IUP Cybersecurity Club team. See news 
release at https://www.iup.edu/news-item.aspx?id=278717  

• Regarding the Hackathon, Dr. Farag was asked by the IUP Executive Director of 
Communication to reach out to members of the winning team to get information that will allow 
her to make various news releases in each participant’s hometown. Please see attachment 2 
and send completed form to Dr. Farag ASAP.  

• There are two upcoming major cybersecurity events at IUP and all CySP recipients are strongly 
encouraged to participate in both events: 

o The 12th annual Cybersecurity Day on Oct 29th at the OHIO room in the HUB. Website 
is https://www.iup.edu/cybersecurity/activities/cyber-security-ia-day/.  We need to 
recruit volunteers to help with this event. Who is willing?? 

o The 4th annual Cybersecurity Seminar on Nov. 7th at the KCAC. Website 
https://www.iup.edu/extended/events/cyber-security-seminar/  

https://www.iup.edu/news-item.aspx?id=278717
https://www.iup.edu/cybersecurity/activities/cyber-security-ia-day/
https://www.iup.edu/extended/events/cyber-security-seminar/
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Important Announcements from the CySP PO: 

• Warning to Federal Employees and Those With Security Clearance:  CBD Use Puts Jobs in 
Jeopardy, See attachment #3. 

• CySP may work during the school year provided that s/he informed AND received the approval 
of the PI. In addition, such work MUST not interfere with the DoD CySP program and its 
requirements. 

• All student travel will be handled outside of IUP grant (by the DoD CySP PO). See attachment 
#4 and #5 for complete details. These were sent to all of you by email from the PO on 9/18/19. 

Students’ Reports: 

• Cesar, Rodney 
o Grades, research progress, outstanding issues that might affect your academic 

performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, colloquia, conferences, etc.) 
• Griffith, Joshua 

o Grades, research progress, outstanding issues that might affect your academic 
performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, colloquia, conferences, etc.) 

• Ieraci, Kaishia 
o Grades, research progress, outstanding issues that might affect your academic 

performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, colloquia, conferences, etc.) 
• Kotula, Brooklyn 

o Grades, research progress, outstanding issues that might affect your academic 
performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, colloquia, conferences, etc.) 

• Lutz, James 
o Grades, research progress, outstanding issues that might affect your academic 

performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, colloquia, conferences, etc.) 
• Troy, Timothy 

o Grades, research progress, outstanding issues that might affect your academic 
performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, colloquia, conferences, etc.) 

Renewal: 

It will be mainly based on your performance in this program and fulfillment of the 
obligations discussed before, see agenda of meeting dated 8/27/2019. 

Questions?? 
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Minutes for Cybersecurity Scholarship Program (CySP) Meeting 

October 10, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. in Stright 331 

Attended by: Dr. Waleed Farag, Dr. Soundararajan Ezekiel, Dr. Imran Ghani, Joshua Griffith, 

James Lutz, Kaishia Ieraci, Rodney Cesar, and Timothy Troy 

Excused: Brooklyn Kotula 

1. Approval of last meeting’s minutes 

2. Tuition and fee waivers have been processed 

3. Book store accounts have been established and used 

a. If you still need to purchase books, do so as soon as possible 

4. $12,500 per semester scholarship stipends have been processed and received 

5. Everyone has submitted their laptop specifications, and all requests have been forwarded 

to the purchasing office 

6. CySP recipients are strongly encouraged to participate in the Cyber Security Club and 

any other extracurricular cybersecurity activities that their schedules permit 

7. Congratulations to James, Brooklyn, Josh, Kaishia and the rest of the team who 

participated in the CAE NE Hackathon on September 20th-21st and helped bring IUP to 

first place 

a. Details can be found at https://www.iup.edu/news-item.aspx?id=278717 

b. Each participant should have received an email containing a form regarding 

hometown news releases.  Please fill out this form and send it to Dr. Farag as soon 

as possible. 

8. CySP recipients are strongly encouraged to participate in the following cybersecurity 

events at IUP: 

a. Cybersecurity Day on October 29th in the HUB OHIO room 

i. Details can be found at 

https://www.iup.edu/cybersecurity/activities/cyber-security-ia-day/ 

ii. Volunteers for the event will be needed.  If you’d like to volunteer, contact 

Victor Sansing at bzfw@iup.edu 

b. Cybersecurity Seminar on November 7th in the KCAC 

https://www.iup.edu/news-item.aspx?id=278717
https://www.iup.edu/cybersecurity/activities/cyber-security-ia-day/
mailto:bzfw@iup.edu
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i. Details can be found at https://www.iup.edu/extended/events/cyber-

security-seminar/ 

ii. Free for students + Free lunch 

9. Important announcements from the CySP program office: 

a. Recipients should have received an email warning them about the use of CBD 

products.  CBD use is prohibited as a recipient of the DoD CySP 

b. Recipients may work during the academic year, but they MUST inform AND 

RECEIVE permission from Dr. Farag first.  Work cannot interfere with your 

fulfillment of the CySP requirements 

c. Recipients should have received an email on September 18th with two attachments 

regarding travel for conferences.  Travel is handled by the DoD CySP program 

office, but you must notify Dr. Farag as well 

Student Reports: 

1. Students must report on their grades, research progress, issues that might affect academic 

performance, and cybersecurity portfolio (clubs, conferences attended, etc.) every 

meeting. Short term goal of research is to present it at a poster session in early April 2020 

at the IUP Scholar Forum.  Long term goal is to turn research into a formal ACM/IEEE 

publication 

a. James Lutz – No academic issues 

i. Research: Serialization of Python objects (pickling) and analysis of the 

security risks associated with injection of Python pickles into other scripts 

b. Rodney Cesar – No academic issues 

i. Research: Machine-to-machine authentication and anomaly detection in 

the IoT.  Working on literature review 

c. Brooklyn Kotula – Absent 

i. Research: Dark Web.  Working on Literature review 

d. Joshua Griffith – No academic issues 

i. Research: Training a neural network to identify and exclude phishing 

emails 

e. Kaishia Ieraci – No academic issues 

https://www.iup.edu/extended/events/cyber-security-seminar/
https://www.iup.edu/extended/events/cyber-security-seminar/


Page 3 of 3 

 

i. Training a neural network to extract context from emojis in tweets 

f. Timothy Troy – No academic issues 

i. Research:  Secure software development using Agile approach.  Working 

on literature review 

Scholarship Renewal: 

1.   Renewal is based on merit 

g. You must maintain the minimum 3.2 GPA and fulfill all program requirements 

h. Renewal forms should be released later in the year (November/December) 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted By: Rodney Cesar and Waleed Farag 
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DoD: Cybersecurity Scholarship Program (CySP) 

Meeting’s Agenda on August 27, 2019 

Announcements: 

1. First, congratulations to all selected scholarship recipients: James, Josh, Kaishia, Rodney, 

Brooklyn, and Tim. 

2. We are seeking a volunteer to record meeting minutes. 

3. Official grant was awarded August 19, 2019.  

4. Over the past few weeks, the grant PI, Dr. Farag, met and collaborated with several offices at 

IUP to ensure that all students receive ALL of their scholarship benefits ASAP and without 

any deductions. 

• Established cost centers for the grant main of funds. 

• Submitted scholarship tuition waivers for all six students to the Bursar’s Office. Your 

tuition/fees waivers should currently be in place. Please check your account and let me 

know if you have any questions. 

• Held a grant kick-off meeting on Aug 20, 2019 with representatives from IUP Research 

Institute (RI) and Grant Accounting. 

• Requested the creation of Co-op (IUP book store) accounts to enable students to use 

their $650 per semester book allowance. For questions, please contact Carly Krouse 

zbgy@iup.edu.  

• Had many discussions with financial aid to make sure that all of you receive your 

complete scholarship benefits. Outcomes are described below: 

o All of you should receive complete DoD Scholarship benefits. 

o Students can retain their Federal Pell Grant and PHEAA (Pennsylvania) State Grant 

because both are entitlement programs. 

o If the total aid resources (i.e. federal/state aid, IUP scholarships and waivers, and 

outside scholarships) cause an overaward/overcost, IUP scholarships must be 

reduced/cancelled. 

o Total additional scholarships cannot exceed the $5,500 DoD limit. 

o If you still have any questions about your financial aid/other scholarships, 

please contact Ms. Alisa DeStefano aldestef@iup.edu. 

• Created the DoD CySP scholarship on Next Gen System and assigned $12,500 to each 

student for each semester. This year, you do not have to accept the scholarship, but it 

mailto:zbgy@iup.edu
mailto:aldestef@iup.edu


Page 2 of 2 
 

should go directly to your account so please check and let me know if you have any 

issues.  

• Each student needs to provide the specs and a quote for his/her desired laptop to the PI. 

These requests will first be reviewed then approved. 

Students’ Responsibilities: 

1. Maintain your eligibility throughout the AY 19-20. GPA above 3.2, on-time graduation, no 

additional scholarships in excess of $5,500, etc. Please refer to the project website at 

www.iup.edu/DoDScholarship for the complete list of scholarship eligibility criteria. 

2. Participate in the DoD internship (if requested). 

3. Abide with the project requirements listed below: 

A. Attend ALL monthly meetings. 

B. Respond promptly to all email correspondences and/or requested information from the 

project PI and funding agency. 

C. Promote the scholarship and cybersecurity in general among other students in our 

department. 

D. Participate in extracurricular activities such as Cybersecurity Club, cyber competitions, 

CAE Virtual Career Fair (Sept 27), IUP Cybersecurity Day (Oct 29), Cybersecurity 

Seminar (Nov. 7), and other related events. 

E. Update the PI and Co-PI’s with grades, progress, and any outstanding issues that might 

affect your academic performance. 

F. Work with the project PI’s on the assigned cybersecurity research project with an 

expected outcome of a published paper or a technical report. 

G. Compile and turn in a portfolio of your involvement in cybersecurity-related activities. 

This portfolio will document activities such club meetings, colloquia, workshops, 

conferences, etc. These portfolios will be reviewed and assessed. 

Renewal: 

It will be mainly based on your performance in this program and fulfillment of the 

obligations listed above. 

Next Meeting Time?? 

Questions?? 

http://www.iup.edu/DoDScholarship
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Minutes for Cybersecurity Scholarship Program (CySP) Meeting 

August 27th, 2019 at 3:15 PM in Stright 331 

Attended by: Dr. Waleed Farag, Dr. Soundararajan Ezekiel, Dr. Imran Ghani, Joshua Griffith, 

James Lutz, Kaishia Ieraci, Rodney Cesar, Brooklyn Kotula, and Timothy Troy. 

1. Received the executed grant on August 19th even though initial notification was in May. 

2. Dr. Farag has already submitted tuition waivers and fee waivers for fall semester.  

a. If changing credits, talk first to Dr. Farag. 

3. Book Store Account should be created. 

a. May be used to purchase other supplies through the Co-op Store. See Dr. Farag 

for details. 

4. Other scholarships will be canceled if they are from IUP and are over the cost of student 

education. 

5. Laptop model and specs needs to submitted soon, try to stay under $1500. 

6. Participate in a research project over the semester. 

a. The PI’s will discuss the details of these research assignments soon. 

7. Dr. Farag has awarded the fall stipend ($12,500) for all recipients to ensure all students 

promptly receive all of the scholarship benefits. 

Student Responsibilities 

1. Keep GPA over 3.2 or there will be issues (e.g. losing scholarship) 

2. Participate in a DOD internship (if requested) 

3. IUP Requirements: 

a. Attend all monthly meetings 

b. CC Dr. Farag on emails to AskIASP@nsa.gov, Alice Smitley, Josh Odum. Please 

talk with Dr. Farag first if you have any issues. 

c. Participate in extracurricular activities (e.g. Cyber Security Club, Cyber Security 

Team (Hackathon on 9/21)). 

4. CAE NE CCRCHackathon 

a. September 20th, 21st in Stright 107A 

b. September 20th late afternoon practice and setup. 

mailto:AskIASP@nsa.gov
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c. September 21st 8:30 to 4:30, Hackathon event. 

5. Cyber Security Day – October 29th 

6. Cyber Security Conference – November 7th  

7. Compile a portfolio of what you did over the academic year. 

8. Again, keep GPA over 3.2 

9. Doodle pole will be made for next meeting time, students should be on the lookout for 

that. 

10. Students’ academic studies are first priority and they should only participate in 

extracurricular activities as they can. 

 

Respectfully Submitted By: Joshua Griffith and Waleed Farag 
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