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Department Online Master’s Degree Program
Ranks #8

The Department’s Online Master's
Degree Program is considered one

of the best programs in the

ONLINE PROGRAMS country, currently ranked #8 by the
U.S. News and World Report. The
— rankings debuted at the beginning

CRMNAL XSTICE of 2016 and Dr. Jennifer Gossett,

the Program Coordinator, was very

excited to observe the program

ranked in the top ten for the
second straight year.

Dr. Gossett credits the program’s flexibility and
student-centered faculty, as well as other university
resources for the program’s national recognition. The
online courses are taught by fulltime department faculty,
with students having internet access to other university
resources, such as the library and the testing center.

The program recently underwent changes to meet the
needs of today’s graduate students. Fall and spring

Student Profile:

Mr. Lindsay is currently a student in the online
Master’'s Degree program. He started in the Fall of 2014
and is graduating this semester. Mr. Lindsay wanted an
online program because of the flexibility and convenience,
as he is also a full-time correctional officer in Hazelton,
West Virginia. He does his school work after his 4-12
shift.

The best thing about the program for Mr. Lindsay has
been the people. Most of the students in his classes are
familiar to him. They have been working through the
courses together for the last two years. If he has a
problem or a question, his classmates are there to help,
as are the professors.

Mr. Lindsay has found that he has all of the resources
he needs online (including the library website) to complete
his courses. In fact, Mr. Lindsay has only been to campus
twice: once before he enrolled, to meet some of the
professors, and once to get a student ID. The first time
Mr. Lindsay visited IUP, he found the department to be

classes are 7 2 weeks long. Students can work and
attend graduate school full- time, or attend the program
part-time. Full-time enroliment allows students to
complete the program in one year. Graduate
assistantships are also available to online students.

The majority of the program’s recent graduates work
full-time, while also being full-time students. The most
cited goals for attending the program are career
advancement or career changes into criminology, criminal
justice, or other areas requiring a Master’s Degree in the
social sciences. Dr. Gossett stated online students bring
their professional experiences into the classroom,
creating lively and insightful discussions. They are
focused and dedicated to their educational goals to
enhance their career opportunities. Dr. Gossett currently
is recruiting for Fall 2016, with classes beginning August
29th. If you have any questions, please contact Dr.
Gossett (jgossett@iup.edu).

Craig Lindsay

very welcoming and friendly. Unfortunately, on his visit,
Mr. Lindsay received a parking ticket. He found out later
that the chairman of the
department, Dr. Mutchnick,
actually paid the ticket for
him.

Mr. Lindsay is doing
well in his courses and is
working on his Master’s
degree to further his
educational endeavors. He
is hoping, after graduation,
to start a PhD program in
Criminology or  Criminal
Justice.




Second C. Edward Keller Scholarship
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The Department of
Criminology and
riminal Justice is
pleased to announce
a second C. Edward
Scholarship,
unded by the
Beaumont
oundation. Since
he inception of the
cholarship last year,
Mr. Keller and the
Beaumont Foundation have been pleased with IUP, the
department, and the first recipient, Rose Solomond. Rose
has been excelling in her classes and is exceeding
expectations. Due to the overwhelming success of the
first scholarship, a second scholarship has been
announced. The plan is to award one scholarship every
year for an incoming freshman.

The scholarship committee, which includes Mr. Keller
and Drs. Fitch, Mummert, and Nazaretian (from the
department) was working hard to pick the top finalists for
next year. Applications were due in March and the
committee, including Miss Solomond, met with the finalists
via video conference in April. Mr. Keller expects that
Rose will serve as a mentor for the new scholarship
winner, that they will be able to share their ideas and

experiences.

The committee was impressed last year by the quality
of students who had applied for the scholarship. An
announcement email was sent to all incoming department
freshmen and that very same day, applications were
received.

In order to pick the finalists, the committee members
were looking at various factors. The academic record of
the student is the most important, and GPA, transcripts,
and SAT scores were examined. The committee
members also wanted to know if the student participated
in activities and work while in high school. The transition
from high school to college can be tough and the college
student must sometimes balance school, work study, and
other activities. The committee wanted to make sure that
the student would be prepared and able to succeed in
college. Another important aspect of the application was
the essay. Committee members wanted to know why the
students were interested in the Criminology and Criminal
Justice program and what plans they had for the future
(possible career options). The second C. Edward Keller
Scholarship winner will be announced in the next edition
of the newsletter. (Pictured above: Rose Solomond, first
recipient, and C. Edward Keller).

Beaumont Foundation Provides Endowment

Not only has the Beaumont Foundation been
gracious enough to provide funds for the C. Edward Keller
Scholarship but the Foundation is now providing an
endowment. The Chairman of the Board of the Beaumont
Foundation, Wayne Reaud, as well as C. Edward Keller
have been pleased with the scholarship. The first
recipient, Rose Solomond is a member of the Honor’s
College and is excelling in college. Furthering the goal
that students succeed at IUP, the Beaumont Foundation
approached the Department and IUP about the
endowment. [UP has raised $25,000 and the Beaumont
Foundation will be matching it. It will be available in the
future to fund the existing C. Edward Keller Scholarship.
(Pictured at right: C. Edward Keller and Michael Driscoll,
IUP President).




Department Welcomes Alumnus
Dr. Shaun L. Gabbidon

Dr. Shaun L. Gabbidon, a Distinguished Professor of
Criminal Justice, at Penn State University, Harrisburg,
and a 1996 graduate of doctoral program in Criminology
came back to IUP on April 12, 2016 for a presentation.
Dr. Gabbidon is one of the top professors in the area of
race relations. He has written 11 books, 60 peer-
reviewed articles, and served as a fellow at the Harvard
University W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for Afro-American
Research.

In Dr. Gabbidon’s presentation entitled “Shopping
While Black: Understanding and Combating Profiling in
Retail Settings,” he discussed three projects he has been
working on for about 10 years. Prior to getting his PhD,
Dr. Gabbidon worked as a security manager in a retail
store and noticed disparities in how racial minorities were
treated (e.g. as “suspicious persons”). About 10 years
into his career, he started to explore the issue further.
During his presentation, he discussed the research on
shoplifting, consumer rational profiling, and stereotypes of
minorities.

Dr. Gabbidon then discussed some of his own
research, including a victimization study and a study on
people’s opinions on profiling, and some of his consulting
work. In his victimization study, Dr. Gabbidon found that
43% of individuals in the sample (random sample of
residents in the Philadelphia area) reported that they had
experienced consumer racial profiling. Sixty-nine percent
of black individuals and 21% of white individuals
experienced this type of profiling. He also found that 80%
of those individuals who reported consumer racial profiling
in the study had not reported it to the store.
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Regarding the opinion study, Dr. Gabbidon asked
individuals if consumer racial profiling should be used to
prevent shoplifting. More than 60% of respondents
opposed consumer racial profiling. Thirty-three percent of
white respondents and 16% of black respondents
indicated that it should be used.

Dr. Gabbidon also discussed some of the consulting
work he has done. He worked with a major retail chain
that needed help to address allegations of consumer
racial profiling. He reviewed and revised the chain’s
policy manuals and worked to determine if the issue was
occurring and to what degree.

Though Dr. Gabbidon has worked hard to research
and address the problem of consumer racial profiling, he
said there is more to be done. “Existing racial profiling
scholarship has only captured ‘the tip of the [racial
profiling] iceberg.”



Alumni Panel

The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice
hosted the annual Alumni Panel on March 24, 2016.
Panelists included Michael Staub, former deputy chief
from the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General,
Criminal Investigations, Abby Blazavich with the
Pennsylvania State Police, Brandon Bushey, a consultant
with SC3, and Omar Smith from the Allegheny County
Adult Probation Office.

Panelists were asked several questions, both from the
moderator and from students who attended the
presentation. The alumni indicated that a clean record,
organizational skills, extracurricular activities, and an
awareness of social media presence all make students
marketable when applying for jobs. Students should seek
internships in areas where they have an interest and
realize that networking is extremely important. The
panelists also recommended students take foreign
languages and improve their computer skills while in
college. All panelists suggested that their chosen fields
were growing and that student opportunities would be
abundant.

Some of the best professional advice the panelists
received was “you can’'t save the world in one
day” (Trooper Blazavich) and “be professional” (Mr.
Bushey). When asked what common mistakes new
recruits often make, students were told to be accountable
in the field, follow the policies and procedures laid out by
departments/organizations, and be prepared

Panelists also shared what they found surprising
about their jobs, things they were not prepared for. Mr.
Staub indicated that he was surprised at how little he
knew when he first entered the field. Mr. Smith said he
was surprised at how much drugs and alcohol affect
people and their families.

The Alumni Panel was well attended by students, who
not only asked questions during the formal presentation,
but also met with panelists one-on-one afterward to ask
about careers in the criminal justice system.




Celebrating 50 Years!

In 1965, President Johnson formed the Commission
on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice. After
publication of the Commission’s executive summary, The
Challenge of Crime in a Free Society, which detailed all
aspects of the criminal justice system, the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act was passed by the United
States Congress. The Act created the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration, which provided funding for
Law Enforcement Education Programs.

It was around this time that the Law Enforcement
program was founded at IUP. The Law Enforcement
Department was started during the 1967-1968 school
year. The chairman at the time, Harry More, was the only
professor in the department. By the 1969-1970 school
year, the department was
renamed Criminology, there are
a number of faculty members
besides the chairman, and the
program was even offering a
minor.

The Criminology Department
continued to grow and a Master’s
Program was offered in 1981.
Seven years later, in 1988, the
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department began offering a PhD program. Changing its
name one more time in 2015 to Criminology and Criminal
Justice, the department has continued to grow. We have
over 20 faculty members, and approximately 1,000 majors
and minors on campus.

To celebrate the Criminology and Criminal Justice
Department’s 50th year, there are big events planned.
There will be special receptions at the American Society
of Criminology and the Academy of Criminal Justice
Sciences conferences next year. The department is also
sponsoring a T-shirt contest in which students were asked
to design a T-shirt for the anniversary. T-shirts with the
winning design will be sold by the Criminology Graduate
Student Organization and Alpha Phi Sigma, the National
Criminal Justice Honor Society.
There also will be a number of
other events and celebrations, so
keep checking the department
Facebook page for further

g information.
o

Department Sweeps Graduate Scholar’s
Forum College Awards

The Graduate Scholar’'s Forum is an annual event at
IUP in which graduate students are given the opportunity
to present their original research and scholarship.
Students are able to present papers, posters, and/or
performances. The event was held on April 6, 2016 in the
Hadley Union Building and awards were given in each
college.

Graduate students from the Department of
Criminology and Criminal Justice won the Dean’s Award
for Excellence (First Place), Second Place, and Third
Place in the College of Health and Human Services
competition.

Jaeyong Choi, a PhD student, won first place for his

research titled “Media Cultivates Fear of Crime but for
Whom? Examination of Competing Audience Hypotheses
about the Impact of Media.” Shavonne Arthurs, a PhD
candidate, won second place for her research
presentation entitled “Beyond Boozing: College Student
Drinking Patterns.” Lindsey Smathers, a MA student,
won third place for her research presentation entitled “The
Concept of Justice: An Evaluation of Comic Book
Filmography.”



IUP’s Alpha Phi Sigma Chapter Earns High
Marks at Conference

Alpha Phi Sigma is the only nationally
recognized criminal justice honor society in the
country. Membership is open to undergraduate
majors and minors, as well as graduate:
students. Every year, in conjunction with the
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences |
conference, Alpha Phi Sigma holds ah
conference and members are encouraged to e
attend and network with criminal justice |§
academics and practitioners. The IUP chapter |
of Alpha Phi Sigma fundraises to attend the ;
conference. One of their biggest fundraisers is S=g,
the candle sale around the holidays.

At the annual conference, students
participate in a number of academic
competitions, including a college bowl, a
general knowledge test, and a specific
knowledge test. Sixteen teams participated in the college bowl this year and students were asked
questions about criminal justice. Two IUP undergraduate students, Gabriel Gresko, and Tyler
Parrey, participated with two undergraduate students from Rutgers and took second place in the
competition. They lost by one question to a team that included graduate students. The third place
team included IUP students Hali Santiago, Liz Letelier, Nicole Sweger, and Deanna Miller.

Tyler Parrey also performed very well in the undergraduate general knowledge test and
scholarship. He competed against 61 other students and won the second place award overall. The
specific knowledge test, which addressed rehabilitation this year, was taken by both graduate and
undergraduate students from the many chapters that participated. The first place scholarship award
was given to Asheley Buchwalter, a current IUP student and member of Alpha Phi Sigma.
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JAILS & MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
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US jails confine large numbers of people each day
and process nearly 12 million admissions each year
(Minton & Zeng, 2015). This is approximately 20
times higher than the number of admissions to
prisons (Vera Institute of Justice, 2015). The Prison
Journal’s special January, 2016, “Jails and Mental
Health Issues” focuses attention on the increasing
number of mentally ill in local jails, even as jails
experience overcrowding, budgetary and resource
shortages, recidivism, and 'invisibility" in current
national policy discussions about correctional and
criminal justice reform.

Authors in the special January 2016 issue document
a number of key jail mental health policy and research
issues:

1) the proper role of the jail for the delivery of
behavioral healthcare and other services;

2) the perceptions of jail staff, treatment providers,
and detainees on re-entry impediments in rural
jurisdictions, particularly with regard to continued
mental health services;

3) an evaluation of a model reentry program for
detainees with substance use disorders, linking
the issue of co-occurring disorders and
recidivism;

4} afocus on female jail detainees' needs for
services and programming from the perspectives
of jail staff;

5) the role of trauma as a common experience
among female jail detainees in a large urban jail
and their capacities to deal with reentry
impediments;

6) the use and abuse of solitary confinement in jails,
focusing on Riker's Island as a case study and

7) the emergence of crisis intervention teams as a
valuable tool for diverting the mentally ill from
correctional to mental health settings.
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Department of Criminology and Criminal
Justice Advising Center

The advising center is fairly unique to the IUP
Criminology and Criminal Justice Department. Instead
of students being assigned to various faculty members
hroughout the department for advising, all students are
assigned to the head of the advising center. The
advising center is open five days per week and students
an come in at any time for advice on scheduling,
graduation, graduate school, and career paths, among
other things. The advising center was started over 27
ears ago by Dr. Robert Mutchnick and has been run by
Dr. Kathleen Hanrahan, Dr. Jamie Martin, Dr. Jennifer
ossett, Dr. Erika Frenzel, and Dr. John Lewis. Dr. Jon
ooper is currently in charge of the advising center and
e, with three doctoral students, advise students on a

daily basis.

When Dr. Cooper took charge of the advising center, he did not make many changes as he
“‘inherited something amazing that ran well.” The goals of the advising center are simple: to create a
one-stop place where students can get information to help navigate their undergraduate degrees
and to mentor graduate students. Regarding student advisement, students can receive help
planning their schedules, get information about graduation, graduate school, law school, potential
careers, connect with recruiters, and even find help dealing with academic problems. If a student is
having academic issues, Dr. Cooper will work with the Dean’s Associate and connect the student
with helpful resources on campus.

The advising center also provides a wonderful opportunity for doctoral students. Every year,
students in the PhD program are assigned to work in
the advising center. They, like Dr. Cooper, discuss the
undergraduate program with students. Doctoral
students learn about student advisement, how curriculal
works, and service to the University. s

When asked about the advising center, Dr. Cooperm ]
said that he is “grateful [he] inherited this” and that he §fijg
believes it is the “biggest strength” of the department. !g
“It exists because the entire faculty is on board” and §.
shows how much everyone in the department cares
about students. Dr. Cooper is also happy to have been
blessed with excellent doctoral students and he knows
that they do a wonderful job helping students.

10



Alumni Profile: Colin O’Shea

Colin O’'Shea graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Criminology and a minor in English. He had
come to IUP because of the size of the university and
because it ran in his family. His mother and aunt
attended IUP and his brother is a current doctoral student
here.

During his senior year, Mr. O’Shea was nominated for
the Gregory W. Spinelli Memorial Scholarship, which is
“awarded to students who show exceptional promise and
commitment to a career in the criminal justice system.” It
was at that time that Mr. O’Shea began to think about the
future. He knew that a Master’'s Degree would give him
an advantage in the field and so he applied to the
Criminology master's program and finished that in
December of 2010.

After graduation, Mr. O’Shea began searching for a
job and applied to the Crawford County, Pennsylvania
District Attorney’s Office as a Victim-Witness Coordinator.
He insists that he would not have been hired for the
position had it not been for his Master’s Degree.

As a Victim-Witness Coordinator, Mr. O’'Shea works
to “uphold victims’ rights” as afforded by the Pennsylvania
Crime Victims Act. He has many duties including
preparing restitution claims, filing claims for victim
compensation, helping victims and witnesses prepare for
trial, and accompanying victims to court. Mr. O’Shea
reaches out to victims and helps them prepare their
restitution claim forms and gets the forms and supporting
documentation prepared for presentation to the Common
Pleas Court of Crawford County. Mr. O’Shea files claims
for victim compensation, which allows victims to be
reimbursed for certain expenses, such as out-of-pocket
medical costs, lost wages, and funeral expenses.

Mr. O’Shea also helps victims and witnesses prepare
for trial. He walks these individuals through the trial
process, explaining what types of questions will be asked
of them and what will happen when the trial begins. He
takes victims and witnesses to empty courtrooms and
shows them where the key players (Judge, defendant,

etc.) will be sitting and
explains what will be
expected of them. Mr.
O’'Shea  accompanies §
victims and witnesses to
court to provide support |
at preliminary hearings [SESE
(where he explains the
nature of the hearing, as
well as the anticipated
timeline for the case),
sentencing (where he
aids in the preparation
and delivery of the
victim impact
statement), and state
parole hearings.

Mr. O’Shea has
been with the District Attorney’s Office for five years and
enjoys his job immensely. He loves that his has the
ability to provide assistance to people who really need it.
The job can be difficult, but he has learned to need to be
flexible when working in the criminal justice system and to
realize that every person is unique and every situation is
different.

When asked what IUP classes best prepared him for
his career, Mr. O’Shea said statistics, because he works
on grant reporting, and criminal justice system classes,
because they have helped him understand and explain
the process to others.

New Faculty for 2016

The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice has hired three new faculty members. Brandon Dulisse, from the
University of Cincinnati, Daniel Scott, from the University of California, Irvine, and Glen Ishoy, from Georgia State
University will be joining the faculty in the Fall of 2016. Look for more information about these faculty members in the

Fall 2016 edition of the newsletter.
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Congratulations May and August Graduates!

Michael N. Aegbuniwe
Isaac J. Armel**
Julian S. Armstrong
Zachary D. Bair**
Stephen M. Baksis*
Ashleigh T. Balestrini
Kristin Baross
Morgan A. Barrett
Ryan A. Bealonis
Michelle Bielski***
Devon L. Blewett
Derrick Boone Jr.
Megan R. Brey*
Michael A. Brown
Sonia R. Brown
Myles D. Burden
Brittaney R. Burkhart**
Cody T. Burns
Lauren A. Butina***
Christian A. Butorac
Jahnel N. Campbell
Joseph R. Cerula*
Tremel M. Cherry
Alyse N. Ciafre*
Kevin Clark*

Anna D. Cole**
Da’'Shea E. Collins
Nathaniel J. Conroy
Kyle E. Cook

Kevin M. Corcoran*

Honors code
(as of spring semester)

*** Summa cum laude
** Magna cum laude
*  Cum laude

Bachelor of Arts

Shane A. Corson™**
Paige E. Cramer
Jessie L. Cureton*
Lisa M. D’Amato
Michael E. D’Ancona Jr.***
Daniel P. Dabbs
Brianna R. Daniely**
Matthew M. Davis
Raheim M. Davis
Tyler M. Davis
Je’Trese Day

William J. Debevec Il
Perry V. Deluca*®
Jordan L. Detter
John Dickson
Victoria L. Doherty
Jeffrey W. Doht
Melanie L. Dunbar***
Eli D. Dunham
Samuel C. Dunning***
Sean Egbert
Youssef A. EI-Shawarby
Joseph D. Erdman
Paul A. Fagan

Kyle J. Fink

Christian A. Fisher
Cody J. Flora
Audriana R. Ford
Alex E. George
Patricia E. Gonzalez*
Irina K. Graber

Mario Granger Jr.
Alwin Granville
Madison E. Grant

12

Mitchel D. Haberberger
John P. Hart

Jacob Hayman

Patrick K. Haynes
Jake D. Heiart
Alixandra M. Himmelreich
Ryan G. Hites**

Evan E. Hollen
Amanda J. Howe
Kelsey E. Ickes
Richard A. Jones
Lauren D. Karabin
Tyler J. Kascak

Tricia L. Kerlin***

Tara D. Kerr

Tori J. Kerr

Sean A. Kesslak
Michael D. Kilheeney
Jay D. Kilpatrick**
Kevin S. Kisow**

Chad R. Knox

Tyler A. Knupp

Tyler R. Kuhn

Miranda M. Leiphart**
Damon M. Leon*
Jacob S. Levin
Brandon Lewis*
Michael A. Lewis Jr.
Daniel L. Lichtenfels
Kate E. Lichtenwalner**
Sara K. Lieb*

Chadd M. Livezey**
John M. Lukon™*
Michaela M. Magnuson*



112

1P

Congratulations May and August Graduates!

Richard J. Malinowski
Bridget A. Manges™*
Alexis L. McBride*
Eden L. McConnell
Katharine D. McKinney
Kelsey D. McLachlan
Kendall L. McMillen***
Jeremiah G. McPhear-
son

Dalainey A. Meals**
Kaitlyn V. Miller*
Georgia M. Mink
Nathan J. Minnicks
Latanya P. Mitchell**
Kenya N. Mollett
Shannon A. Moser
Ross V. Munsee**
Bart O. Murphy
Robert R. Murphy I1I**
Anthony R. Narducci*
Thomas J. Nasser Jr.
Janell R. Onley

Eleni Ortiz***

Lauren E. Overdorff
Cassondra L. Pappal
Kayla L. Parks™*
Alison Parsons
Daniel J. Patrick
Jarrett D. Pough
Kevin W. Prince*
Tylere M. Protz*
Bethany A. Radovic*
Alison A. Rausa**
Kayla M. Reeder
Calisha A. Rhett

* k%

Bachelor of Arts

Thomas G. Rhine
Darrian M. Rice
Robert D. Rinaldi
Nicole M. Ritty
Katherine A. Rosedale
Kyle G. Saathoff
Hunter T. Sarver
Alyssa R. Sawl

Alyssa M. Sciremammano
Davontae D. Scott
Nicole M. Scott
Steven C. Secrist*
Jared M. Smith
Madison S. Smith
Zachary W. Snyder
Travis M. Solenberger
Steven M. Somma
Andrew W. Sorber***
Amanda T. Sparico
Brandord W. Staby***
Shea A. Stone
Matthew C. Stroda***
Brndon L. Stump
Taylor L. Swires
Robert L. Teagarden
Christopher J. Tennies
Ashley Nicole Thomas
Margaret A. Todd
Jacob C. Treber
Sha’Quanna I. Trice
Thomse J. Trocki
Ryan J. Ur

Ashlee M. Valenti
Taylor L. Wade
Tanajia L. Wallace

13

Jessica L. Wander
Hayden K. Warmke
Terynn E. Weaver**
Christopher R. Weber
Jacob A. Weinel
Kayleigh E. Weber
Kyle J. WeixImann**
Carson A. White
Bryan T. Williams
Corey J. Williams*
Destiny Williams
Jared R. Williams
Jennifer R. Williams
Marissa A. Williams*
William B. Wilson 111**
Micaela J. Winter
Jessica M. Wolfe
Brittany N. Woodring
Taylor N. Woods
Charles E. Wyatt
Dalton J. Young
Malaya T. Young
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Congratulations May and August Graduates!
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Master of Arts

Angela Carannante Alexis Miller
Craig Lindsay Samantha Minich
Andrew Henderson
Christina Hingston
Harold Kertes
Stephen Krestar

Lindsey N. Smathers
Katelyn Sutula

~

Doctor of Philosophy

Adam K. Matz

Enhancing Community
Supervision:
A Unified Voice for Community
Corrections Concerning Police-Probation/Parole
Partnerships
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