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Client Name Jeff Marshall & Paul Masula


Company Name Villa Pub & Grill


Address Old William Penn Highway or Villa Road


Blairsville, Pa


Indiana County





Industry: Restaurant





Year Founded: 2007





SBDC Assistance: Business Plan and Financial Projections





Additional Partners:  Indiana First Bank














THE VILLA PUB & GRILL
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Background





The Rainbow Villa Bar & Restaurant had a high sounding name for a basic bar with some food, but it enjoyed a strategic location in close proximity to a number of evolving developments that promise to increase business and tourism in the Blairsville area.  The location along Old William Penn Highway or Old Route 22 is within ½ a mile of both the new industrial park and Chestnut Ridge Golf Course.  The prospective owners of the facility Jeff Marshall and Paul Masula recognized this opportunity and decided to purchase the bar and upgrade it to take advantage of this evolving market opportunity.





Paul and Jeff intend to undertake renovations, to upgrade the menu and energize the business from a relatively sleepy shot and a beer kind of bar to a more casual dining/bar motif.  They will appeal to a much broader clientele than the existing bar.  In essence they intend to create a living room for the community.  They are renaming the facility the Villa Pub & Grill.  The ambiance will be enhanced by exposing the original tin ceiling, enhancing the lighting and undertaking a general refurbishment.








The Opportunity and the Work of the SBDC





The Borough of Blairsville, located less than one hour from Pittsburgh is at the center of three parallel developments





1. The Borough has a very aggressive Main Street Program, which has explored and identified opportunities for increasing its attractiveness, including identifying its historic roots on the Underground Railroad and promoting them along with its location on the Conemaugh River and it rising popularity for canoeing and hiking the new adjacent hiking trail





2. The development of an industrial park on the outskirts of the borough in which Wyotech, an automotive training school with 1400 students, and a number of other businesses have established themselves is having spin off development effects.  





3. The area is also evolving as a destination based development for tourism and small conferences as the championship golf course at Chestnut Ridge has new owners who are building a hotel on the course property and investigating other ways to make it a destination based development and year round tourist attraction.





The development of this project provides an additional amenity in support of tourism and work related developments and adds another dining choice in the Blarisville area. Consequently, It adds to the level of residential amenity and builds the critical mass of attractions for visitors 
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