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Doctor Taylor says heôs been 

hearing this rumor since he was 

the new professor in the depart-

ment (and yes, that was back 

during the Paleozoic), but plans 

are underway for a new science 

building to be built by 2015.   

The new building will sit on the 

current space occupied by Keith 

and Leonard Halls, both of which 

will be demolished after a new 

Humanities Building is con-

structed on the lawn between 

Clark and Sutton Halls. 

Even before the new science 

building goes up, however, 

Walsh Hall will be coming down.  

Current plans call for the new 

science building to be connected 

to Weyandt Hall with a second-

floor skyway.  The space where 

Walsh Hall sits will become a 

walkway and a science garden. 

The new dean of our college  

(see page 2) has already begun 

the process of planning and de-

veloping resources to equip  the 

new building, with opportunities 

such as naming rights available 

to interested alumni.    

Rumor has it there may also be a 

fund-raising  auction for the right 

to push the button when Walsh 

Hall goes down é but youôll have 

to get in line behind Doctors 

Hovan and Taylor to bid on that! 

The Beginning of the 

End é. of Walsh Hall 

 

Plans For A New Science Building 

Are Finally In The Works!  
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GEOSCIENCE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Our new Energy Geologist is Dr. Tommy Gerber  

Dr. Thomas P. Gerber accepted our offer to join the department and 

has already begun putting together a dynamic new research program 

in energy geosciences, sedimentology, landscape and seascape evo-

lution and subsurface characterization of sedimentary basins.  Dr. 

Gerber earned his BS at the University of Montana and received his 

Ph.D. at Duke University.   His current research interests include: 

 

New methods for 3D seismic geomorphology 

Turbidity currents and the evolution of submarine canyons and 

deep-sea channels 

Incised-valley evolution in an experimental basin subject to varying 

base level and sediment supply 

Modeling the stratigraphic evolution of synrift basins 

 

Dr. Gerber is teaching introductory geology for majors and non-majors 

this fall, while developing a new class called Geology of Oil and Gas 

for spring.  Along with Sedimentation & Stratigraphy and a brand-new Geophysics class, Dr. Gerberôs 

class and research programs will form the core of our new Energy Resources track in Geology. 

Dr. Deanne Snavely assumed the leadership of the 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics on 

August 1, 2011.  Dr. Sna-

vely previously served as 

interim Associate Dean of 

the College of Arts and Sci-

ences, interim Vice-Provost 

and Chair of the Chemistry 

Department at Bowling 

Green State University in 

Ohio. 

 

Dr. Snavely earned a B.S. 

degree in Chemistry from 

Ohio State University and a 

Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from Yale University. 

After completing her doctorate, Dr. Snavely held 

post-doctoral appointments at Yale and at Stanford 

University before joining Bowling Green.  Early in 

her career, Dr. Snavely was awarded a prestigious 

Naval Young Investigator Award in Chemistry. 

Dr. Snavely is a physical/analytical chemist and her 

research has focused primarily on the study of 

polyatomic molecules through the use of vibrational 

spectroscopy and the kinetics of reactions by laser 

vibrational overtone activation. She has published 

thirty-six peer-reviewed journal articles and has se-

cured nearly $1 million in external funding in support 

of her research.  During her career, Dr. Snavely has 

mentored twenty-five undergraduate students on 

research projects and has supervised seven mas-

ter's theses and seven doctoral dissertations.  

 

Several new opportunities await Dr. Snavely as she 

begins her career at IUP.  One of her immediate ob-

jectives is to develop and strengthen inter-

disciplinary linkages between departments in the 

College and she's already working with faculty to 

design innovative teaching and research spaces that 

will facilitate interdisciplinary research in the new 

science building complex slated for construction in 

2015.   

IUP welcomes a new Dean of Natural Sciences  
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GEOSCIENCE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Dr. Joe Clark reports that IUP Geo-

science was well represented at the 

October 20, 2011 Shale Gas Semi-

nar held in Monroeville, PA.   In the 

attached photo are (left to right) Joe 

Clark, Brad Zewe, Jeffery 

Greenawalt, Barbara Dunst, Susan 

Carulli, and John Harper. 

 

Also in attendance were IUP grads 

Matthew Valentine, Stephen Zbur, 

and Scott McCallum, who together 

with John Harper was one of the 

main speakers at the seminar. 

One of the recommendations of our 2010 program re-

view was to create an alumni advisory council.  By 

happy circumstance, Jeff Dreueme, a 2008 IUP gradu-

ate, had independently proposed the creation of just 

such an advisory group based on his positive experi-

ences with it while attending graduate school at the 

University of Wyoming.  Jeff was our first recruit, and 

he will be joined by three other alumni who have 

shown a strong commitment to strengthening our de-

partment over the years.  Our alumni council members 

come from different generations as well as different 

career paths, so that we can gain the benefit of their 

varied experiences.  We trust you will be hearing more 

about their activities and advice in the coming year! 

A New Alumni Council  

If you work in the energy or energy-related 

environmental field, mark your calendars 

now!  The American Association of Petro-

leum Geologists will hold their national con-

vention in the Steel City from May 19-22 of 

2013.   In addition to the great scientific ses-

sions and talks, we are planning an all-

alumni reunion dinner to be held during the 

conference at a site convenient to the David 

Lawrence Convention Center.  Please join us 

no matter what field of geology you work inð

weôd love to see everyone there!  

The National AAPG 

Convention comes to 

Pittsburgh in 2013!  

Alumni Council Members for 2011-2013: 

 

Dave Brezinski '77 - Maryland Geological Survey 

Wendy Straatmann ó92  ð Talisman Energy 

Heather Renyck '99 -  White Mountain School 
District, New York 

Jeff Dereume ó08ðEQT Resources 
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 GEOSCIENCE STUDENT NEWS 

IUP Senior Geology Student Ellen A. Lamont travels to 

Taiwan for Summer Research Internship  

The Taiwan International Graduate Program (TIGP) at Academia 

Sinica Research Institute in Taipei, Taiwan is an intensive, pre-

doctoral research training program designed to prepare participants 

for future research and career development through rigorous hands

-on training conducted under the supervision of professors and 

other academics.  Every year the TIGP sponsors a Summer Intern-

ship Program (SIP) where they accept 40-60 interns from across 

the world representing different scientific disciplines and ethnic 

backgrounds with the intention of exposing interns to graduate 

study and research while encouraging international cooperation 

and networking.  This yearôs program accepted 40 individuals rep-

resenting 28 countries.  Ms. Lamont was selected as the only stu-

dent to attend from the United 

States and was accepted into 

the Earth Systems Sciences 

program under the supervi-

sion of the reputable structural 

geologist, Dr. J.C. Lee, whose research mainly focuses on the tec-

tonic environment and crustal deformation within Taiwan.   

 

While in Taiwan, Ms. Lamont was able to expand her understanding 

of the geoscience sub-disciplines in relation to their involvement in 

the processes working to deform the island.  In her second week, Ms. 

Lamont spent nine days in the field assisting with a project in the sub-

discipline of tectonic-geomorphology.  She, three other interns, a 

graduate assistant and Dr. Lee set to the task of mapping and sam-

pling tectonically elevated alluvial terraces of the Longitudinal Valley 

and Coastal Range in eastern Taiwan.  The field work con-

ducted on this trip set the framework for two subsequent trips 

for sample collecting, by the graduate assistant and other 

interns, to be used for OSL dating.  In addition to learning 

about geomorphologic processes, considerable time in the 

field was spent on understanding subsurface stratigraphy, 

tectonic architecture, and fault evolution.  Ms. Lamont also 

conducted an independent research project using both earth-

quake focal mechanism data and field-measured fault slip 

data from southwestern Taiwan to explore the role that the 

architecture of the ancient South China Sea rift basin and the 

Chinese continental margin play in controlling the evolution 

of mountain ranges.  She found that possible reactivation of 

rift-related normal faults as active thrust faults, as evidenced by deep modern seismicity in the region, may 

be dictating the patterns of regional fault systems in the upper-crustal frontal fold-and-thrust belt of Taiwan.   

Ms. Lamont notes that this work is in its preliminary stages and will be further investigated in the future.   
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 GEOSCIENCE STUDENT NEWS 

On November 3, 2011, two Geoscience under-

graduate students joined Rick Adkins, Professor of 

Mathematics to present a campus-wide workshop 

entitled: Scientific Visualization and Creating a 

Research Poster    Ellen  Lamont ô12 and Dan 

O'Hara ó13 helped Dr. Adkins cover  the basics of 

manipulating and visualizing large datasets and  

showed how to create large  research posters suit-

able for conference presentation. This workshop 

was sponsored by IUPôs S-COAM program.  

At the April 2011 Undergraduate Scholars Forum, 

Dan OôHara ó13 was awarded the Best Computa-

tional Science Poster Award for his poster ñStrain 

Partitioning Offshore Southeast Taiwan: Evidence 

from Focal Mechanism Strain Inversions Near the 

Huatung Ridgeò based on his research with Dr. Jon 

Lewis. Dan was invited to present a talk on the 

same subject at the December 2011 national con-

ference of the American Geophysical Union in San 

Francisco, California. 

A little gift goes a very long wayé  

 

Prior to coming to college, I had never imagined having the opportunity to travel to another country, let 

alone to live in another country for any extended period of time, especially where English is not the 

native language and the word tofu can be spotted more regularly on a menu than beef or chicken; but 

that is exactly what I did.  I am a first generation college student and have always dreamed of explor-

ing the natural world and of bringing the thrill and wonder of that world into the classroom where I 

could inspire others to enjoy the adventure of discovery and learning.  Initially in coming to Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania, I was not aware of exactly how fortunate I was to be a student in the Geo-

science Department.  Unlike the geoscience departments of many other universities, undergraduate 

students at IUP have the opportunity to both participate in real-world research projects and to present 

their results at conferences all over the country.  Because of this opportunity, I was able to conduct 

research under the supervision of Dr. Jon Lewis in west-central Taiwan and later present the results of 

this project at the American Geophysical Union National Meeting in San Francisco, California in 2010.  

Networking opportunities at this meeting opened the door for me to later participate in an international 

research internship in Taiwan where I was able to both further explore the tectonic processes deform-

ing Taiwan and to discover the joys of traveling to another country and learning about the culture.  

Upon returning from my internship, I have had several opportunities to share my experiences with fel-

low scientists and secondary students from generally underrepresented groups in post-secondary in-

stitutions.   

 

However, none of this would have been possible had it not been for the generous support of both the 

university and contributions by alumni, faculty and friends of the department to the fund used to sup-

port the activities of students at IUP.  That being said, I want to thank the IUP Geoscience Depart-

ment, the IUP College of Natural Science and Mathematics, the IUP Graduate Research Institute, and 

most importantly all of those people who have supported the activities of students at IUP over the 

years through both monetary donations, services, and networking.  The help you have provided count-

less generations of students is very much appreciated and will assist is the advancement of the sci-

ence for generations to come.  I know that the support all of you have given me to reach my goals and 

advance my career as a geoscientist will stick with me for years to come.  I look forward to the day 

that I can reciprocate your kindness to others in the same position that I was in just a few short years 

ago.  Again, thank you. 

         Sincerely, Ellen A. Lamont 
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: MIKE JARVIS  

1. What is your current position or job?  What kinds of projects do you get to work on?  

 I am currently working as a geologist for Talisman Energy in Pittsburgh. Talisman is an exploration and pro-

duction company based in Calgary, Alberta, but works in countries throughout the world. Our Pittsburgh of-

fice is developing the Marcellus shale in northeastern Pennsylvania, with most of the work focused in Tioga, 

Bradford, and Susquehanna counties. I am part of a development team that plans and executes drilling op-

erations in the shale. Each of our geologists also has several technical projects that they are responsible for, 

and we work closely with reservoir and completions engineers to incorporate different data types into our 

geologic models.   

 

2. Any other professional accomplishments or honors you would like to share?  

I am serving as Vice-President of the Pittsburgh Association of Petroleum Geologists (PAPG) this year. 

 

3. What aspect of being a professional geologist have you enjoyed the most?  

 One of the things that drew me to geology was the multi-disciplinary style of geoscience, and while working 

on the Marcellus I have been able to apply different aspects of my training to the project. Working with other 

geologists and engineers has been a great learning 

experience for me.  

 

4. What advice would you give to current IUP 

students who want to follow your career path?  

 When I first left IUP, I was employed as an intern 

for several months and I would strongly recommend 

internships to any student. If you are able to find an 

opportunity during the summer, it will make it easier 

to discover what you are interested in doing with 

your degree or what you would like to focus on dur-

ing graduate studies. 

 

5. What other hobbies or recreational activities 

do you and your family enjoy doing?  

My wife and I enjoy camping and boating during the 

summer and spent some of this past summer trav-

eling in Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado.  

  

6. What's one interesting thing about you that 

most people don't know?  

Something many people don't know is, when I trans-

ferred to IUP, I was accepted into the music school and was preparing to major in vocal performance. Mu-

sic is a passion that I have had my whole life, and I gave a lot of consideration to making it my career.  

  

7. Any other thoughts you would like to share with students, faculty and other alums?  

 I'd like to thank the professors and other members of my class for helping me during my time at IUP, and 

wish everyone happy holidays. 

  

 

Editorôs Note: Alumni Spotlight is a regular feature of GeoTidings.  Any alumni with interesting ca-

reers or hobbies are invited to submit a profile along with photos of themselves at work or at play.  

Mike and his wife Melissa exploring the  
 geology of Yellowstone National Park.  
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Michelle Bosko Gajewski ó74 

I graduated in 

1974 from IUP 

and taught in 

PA for 35 yrs 

ð  one year at 

Ambridge and 

34 years at 

Greater La-

trobe.  I mostly 

taught Earth & 

Space Science, 

but also Envi-

ronmental Sci-

ence. Well, 

since retiring in 

2009 I have been enjoying myself.  I have been to 

Europe three times: Italy, Baltic Sea & Greece 

trips.  Next venture is Riviera Maya in March for my 

Birthday Bash with the girls!  I also have been 

blessed with 2 grandchildren:  Mila and Silas. They 

keep me young!  I hope all my buddies from the 70's 

are doing well! 

 

William J. Clark ó73 

In the summer of 2010, I was promoted to Geologi-

cal Advisor in Schlumberger. There arenôt really 

many changes in my duties: Iôm still in the Consult-

ing Services Group out in Colorado, working on 

such diverse projects as the Bakken Formation and 

a carbonate reservoir in Kuwait.   

 

David Stake ó75  

I graduated from IUP in 1975--Earth, Space and 

General Science and returned to IUP to get my 

M.Ed. in guidance. I just retired this past summer as 

the superintendent of the North Clarion County 

School District ð 35 years was enough. I can relate 

to the informal teaching moments ð my wife is very 

patient & kind as I point out a recumbent fold in the 

rock strata  on an outcrop or that we are looking at a 

planet not a star and so forth. The teacher in us 

never leaves. Jeanne, my wife, and I have been do-

ing  lot of traveling. We are currently maintaining two 

homes: a farm in PA and a townhouse in VA Beach.  

We need to downsize ð too much maintenance!! 

 

Our children are all doing well. Jeanne's daughter, 

Kristi Yakulis, is an IUP Earth & Space grad.who 

taught in Dubois for awhile then relocated to VA 

Beach. She taught science there for a few years and 

made the move to media specialist in her district. 

Her husband is career Navy, thus the move to the 

Norfolk area. Jeanne's son, Tom, is a mechanical 

engineer in Chicago. My daughter, Kristen, is an IUP 

Honors College grad who is the National Marketing 

Mgr. for Consumer Electronics in DC. My son, 

Bryan, just got out of the Air Force Intel Division and 

is finishing his degree at Pitt and serving in the AF 

Reserve. 

 

Tom Watkins ó75 

I continue 

with a ca-

reer that is 

far afield 

from what I 

thought I'd 

be doing 

when I 

graduated  

in 1975.  My 

career 

started out 

in coal mining and I had the good fortune do geo-

logic work and mine planning in all of the major coal 

fields, which covered anthracite, bituminous, subbi-

tuminous , and lignite coals. Then about 13 years 

ago I moved from the mining side of the energy 

business to the generation side. After serving in a 

leadership role as plant manager for 9 years at As-

sociated Electric's 2 facilities, I was asked to take on 

the challenge of maintaining the mechanical reliabil-

ity of our 5 electric generating coal units. In total 

they produce about 2400 MWs and supply power to 

roughly 1 million homes. It provides a great deal 

of satisfaction knowing that one's efforts are sup-

porting the quality of life to millions of people in rural 

America. 

  

With 36 years invested in me, Fran continues to 

overlook my "faults." We have 2 children, both of 

which are married, and as of this past May we also 

have 2 grandchildren. The grandchildren live only 

ALUMNI NEWS 
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about 15 minutes from us, and Fran watches them 

about 2 days a week. 

  

As empty-nesters,  Fran and I are beginning to 

travel more. I have to burn up all of that vacation 

that has accrued over the years.  Our two most re-

cent trips were to Arches National Park / Monument 

Valley, Utah and we just returned from Spain.  

Spain was enjoyable, but Arches and Monument 

Valley were fabulous!! The geologist in me got ex-

cited. For us it was a first, and it made think about 

how we took a trip to Big Bend National Park, White 

Sands and Carlsbad when we were undergrads.  

  

Richard Parrish ó75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I continue at Chevron after 31 years and am still 

situated in Houston, the energy capital of the 

world.  My current role is Manager of New Ventures 

for Latin America, in which I regularly call on all of 

the skills acquired at IUP to evaluate and recom-

mend new oil and gas investment opportuni-

ties.  These days, this  involves the whole range 

of:  conventional deepwater oil and gas prospects, 

heavy oil in the Orinoco, or the growing shale gas 

opportunities opening up in various countries.  After 

a history of believing that shales were only a source 

rock, now they are a viable reservoir also, making 

for a real game changer, not only in PA, but all over 

the world.  When not occupied with the search for 

hydrocarbons, Iôve  recently taken some interesting 

trips to New Zealand, Costa Rica and the Galapa-

gos Island.  Attached is a field picture of my re-

search on the Franz Josef glacier on the south is-

land of New Zealand, showing both macro and mi-

cro techniques.   

 

T.R. Moore ó76 

With the departure of some key personnel from 

EXCO Resources, I had to take over management 

of the Development Geology operations group at 

the EXCO Resources (PA) joint venture.  That 

group has operated for about a year now very short-

handed, with an active drilling program and most of 

this year has been catch-as-catch-can, fighting to 

stay ahead of a just-in-time drilling schedule.  I am 

hoping that is about to an end, as we have a couple 

working-hand geologists lined up and, finally, a re-

placement manager for that group coming from our 

JV partner, BG Group.  That means that I get to 

switch back to more mentoring mode, because the 

geologists coming in are not very experienced and/

or have not worked in shale gas or the Appalachian 

Basin, and the drilling manager has spent nearly all 

of his career working offshore North Sea.  I also 

hope to get back to doing more science than opera-

tions to actually put to good use the core and petro-

physical information weôve continued to collect in 

the Marcellus Formation.  And there are other for-

mations that are certainly prospective when one 

starts to apply some of the same technological ap-

proaches that are now more readily available to us 

here in the basin.  

 

Itôs been a tough year on the personal side.  The 

most tragic event happened this past summer when 

Muffie had an automobile accident while driving her 

elderly mother and father for a doctorôs appoint-

ment.  While she was not hurt, her father sustained 

fatal injuries.  Her mother was badly hurt, but now 

months later is fairly well recovered.  Muffie contin-

ues to spend nearly all day, every day with her, and 

by doing so has successfully gotten her mom home 

instead of into a long-term care facility.  Continuing 

with vehicular mishaps, I managed to do in not one, 

but two cars with deer hits.  One about an hour after 

the Steelers lost to Green Bay.  The other in early 

Novemberðon the entrance ramp for I-79 S from 

US 19 in Cranberry of all places.  Iôm sure the insur-

ance company is wondering just what is going on.  I 

feel like the hunted rather than the hunter. 

ALUMNI NEWS 
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Dan Markey ó77 

I retired in 2010 after 32 years in oil & gas explora-

tion in Houston. Linda and I now spend part of the 

year in Winter Park, CO and part in Coldspring, TX 

(both towns only have one traffic light). Some of 

you may remember we married one week after IUP 

graduation in 1977 and loaded up the U-haul for 

Lubbock, TX where I went for my masters degree 

at Texas Tech. For the past 15 years I specialized 

in "start-up" Gulf of Mexico exploration companies 

(British Borneo Exploration, Basin Exploration, 

Tana Exploration).  Our oldest son lives in Austra-

lia, working in mining exploration and getting his 

second degree (this one in geology!). We will visit 

him next month and stop off for a live aboard scuba 

trip in Palau. Our younger son lives in Denver and 

is a geophysicist for a small Environmental Engi-

neering firm. 

 

Gary Ball ó78 

I have recently changed jobs. I left CME Engineer-

ing after 11.5 years and took a position with Alpha 

Natural Resources as Senior Geologist for their 

Amfire  division. I am now working with the explora-

tion side of mining rather than permitting.  

 

Keith Stultz ó78 

I'm still working as the Director of Operations for 

Southern Clay Products in south Texas.  I can't be-

lieve I've been here for 28 years now but the indus-

trial minerals business has been good to us.  SCP 

chemically alters clay minerals (mostly smectites) 

that we mine from various locations around the US 

and Europe as rheological modifiers for the coat-

ings, plastics, and oilfield markets.  Currently, the 

oilfield is keeping us very busy for mineral products 

for drilling and fracking fluids.  I still make it a point 

to go out with the exploration crews a couple of 

times a year to keep my field skills polished.  It's 

definitely the best part of the job!  My wife and I 

have two children (a son and a daughter), and 

each of them has one child, although our daughter 

is expecting their second in February.  The grand-

kids keep us busy but I still find time for running, 

biking, fishing in the Gulf, and taunting Cowboy 

fans.  

Paul Weaverling ó79 

So difficult to fathom that it has been over 32 years 

since departing the hallowed halls of the IUP Geo-

science departmenté..such great times there with 

even better people!  I am currently a Program Man-

ager for a small firm in Littleton, CO  (International 

Risk Group) that does liability assumptions of me-

dium and large contaminated properties and then 

implements the environmental cleanup and rede-

velopment of those properties.  Interesting work but 

far removed from the practice of the science, 

though it does come in handy at some sites.  Col-

leen and I currently live in Louisville, CO (near 

Boulder) and in the absence of kids we decided to 

spend their unused college education funds and 

inheritance to see other parts of the world when not 

working to support the habit.  I am one shy of hav-

ing visited all of the continents but have not yet 

convinced Colleen that there are many good rea-

sons to visit Antarctica.  

  

There is always some interesting geology to ob-

serve on our journeys whether it is Andean volca-

noes dormant and active, large-scale thrust sheets 

and really high peaks in Nepal, the limestone depo-

sitional facies of the Great Barrier Reef, and more 

volcanoes in the Mediterranean.   As promised, 

attached are a few ógeologyô photos from our re-

cent jaunt to Greece which included staying a few 

days on the island of Santorini ï one formerly very 

large volcano that exploded about 3600 years ago 

    ALUMNI NEWS 
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in an event that dwarfed that of Krakatoa many 

times over.  Some believe the downfall of the Mi-

noan Civilization was related to the explosion as a 

very large tidal wave resulting from the blast hit 

Crete straight on, wiping out the centre of the Mi-

noan culture.  Others theorize that the fabled City of 

Atlantis was destroyed during the eruption.  From 

some of the photos you can get a sense of the scale 

of the crater circumference (~7.5x4miles), the height 

of the caldera walls (980 feet), and the emerging 

ónewô cone.  The water in the caldera is over 1300 

feet deep.  In one photo we are standing on the 

emergent cone where some steam vents are spew-

ing forth ï and they are not roped off like you might 

see in the US.  You can really feel the heat through 

the soles of your shoes as you skirt the vents and 

the edge of the  óactiveô crater.  

 

Teresa McConnell ó80 

For six years Teresa 

worked in Colorado for 

Martin Oil Service as an 

Exploration and Wellsite 

Geologist.  This work 

included subsurface and 

geological mapping, 

wellsite geology, eco-

nomic and well log 

analysis, prospect gen-

eration and lease 

evaluations. 

  

Teresa started working 

full time at Pitt-Johnstown in the Geology and 

Chemistry Departments in 1987.  She has been a 

part-time faculty member in the Geology department 

since 1995.  Her courses taught include Environ-

mental Geology, Exploration in Geology, Physical 

Geology, Oceanography, Inorganic Chemistry 1 lab 

and Soil Geology lab.  

 

During the summer Teresa works with the Boy 

Scouts of America, local school districts, the Learn-

ing Lamp and the Pitt-Johnstown Continuing Educa-

tion department teaching geology and earth sci-

ences to elementary and junior high school children.  

Teresa is married and has 3 children. She is also a 

part-time figure skating coach and a United States 

Figure Skating Gold test medalist.  

 

Gary Neuder ó82 

My wife Sherry and I returned to Nigeria with XOM 

in May 2005 and stayed until February 2008, when I 

decided to retire (amazing how ~25 years goes by). 

Working overseas, except for a stint in Houston, for 

most of my career from 1992 helped with the early 

retirement. Officially retired April 2008. In June 

2008, we returned to Nigeria for another 3 years. 

This time as missionaries for The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints. We returned to the USA 

June 2011. We're living in Utah, enjoying grandchil-

dren and retirement. Geology is now something I 

talk to the grandkids about. Consult? Maybe in the 

future.  

    ALUMNI NEWS 
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Wilson Taylor ó82 

This coming year will mark the 30th anniversary of 

my graduation from IUP with a BS in Geoscience.  I 

got out of there just in time for my brother to return 

and become a faculty member.  The next eight 

years were taken up with graduate work in pa-

leobotany/palynology at THE Ohio State University, 

then it was on to my first and likely last faculty posi-

tion in the Department of Biology at the University 

of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.  After 20 years in the 

trenches with the students alternately; 1) working 

with wonderful undergraduates on faculty/student 

research collaboration and 2) telling pre-med wan-

nabes that their 2.6 GPA is just not going to get 

them into that medical school, I accepted the re-

sponsibilities as Department Chair, overseeing the 

30 faculty and staff.  This is a position that, four 

years ago, I stated publicly (and in the presence of 

the Dean) that ñIôd rather take a bullet in the brain 

than be Department Chair!ò.  I have actually come 

to quite enjoy the extremely varied activities; chat-

ting with prospective students/parents (ñWhy, yes, 

we do have a very good record of preparing quali-

fied students for medical schoolò), courting pro-

spective donors (ñWhy, yes, weôd love you to give 

us a large sum of money in support of our efforts to 

get qualified students into medical schools!ò), and 

still ñIôm sorry but that 2.6 GPA is not going to get 

you into that medical schoolò.   

 

One of my greatest challenges is keeping my re-

search program alive while serving as Chair.  I was 

determined to do so, and am happy to report that 

this coming summer (at the beginning of a glorious 

and long awaited sabbatical) I will be delivering an 

oral presentation on my 5th continent.  For those of 

you considering a career as a faculty member, I 

highly recommend it.  I can think of no better job.  

All you have to do is stay in school for 8 years be-

yond your undergraduate degree.   Itôs a marathon, 

but well worth it.   

 

As a final note, imagine the stress of living in the 

shadow of a sibling who has achieved so much, 

been lauded by so many, and been held in such 

high esteem by a long series of students and col-

leagues.  If youôre having trouble, just ask Dr. John 

Taylor; he knows what itôs like.  (Just kidding, bro) 

 

Keith Rittle ó91 

Iôm still braving the winds and enjoying the great 

cross country skiing in Laramie, WY.  I went to the 
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University of Wyoming for a Masters in Geology in 

ô91 and never left. Have been at Trihydro Corpora-

tion, an environmental and engineering consulting 

firm coming on 18 years now.  Most of my work has 

been in cleanup and redevelop-

ment of closed industrial sites, 

mostly former petroleum refin-

eries.  That entails a fair bit of 

travel.  For a project near Morro 

Bay, CA I was able to entice the 

family along for a four-month 

stint earlier this year, for a site 

in a particularly nice place to 

visit.  We enjoyed living by the 

ocean and exploring Califor-

niaôs spectacular Central 

Coast.   

 

The photo is of my son 

Ted and I and our two 

dogs on Sand Dollar 

Beach north of Hearst 

Castle.  I enjoyed a visit 

back to IUP last May for 

Geoscience Day.  And I 

was pleasantly surprised 

to see Jeff Miller again af-

ter several years when he was passing 

through Laramie a couple of months 

ago.   Made me think about those great 

Geology of the Rockies, Newfoundland 

etcé trips, which I hope are still going 

strong.  

 

Ron Dowey ó91 

Currently I'm an Associate Professor of 

Physical Science and Science Depart-

ment Chair at Harrisburg Area Commu-

nity College.  I'm teaching Meteorology 

and Astronomy in the Virtual Campus 

along with being the department chair for the Sci-

ence department for our 5 campuses. I'm living in 

Annville Township, which is near Hershey PA.  Iôm in 

my 8th year as a full time faculty member and spent 

3 years prior to that being an adjunct at the college.   

 

Jeff Miller ó93 

The highlight of my year was a trip to Turkey.  Geo-

logically speaking, the coolest sights we took in were 

the eternal flames of Olympos and the eroded tuffs 

of Cappadocia.  The 

flames of Olympos have 

apparently been burning 

for thousands of years 

and originate from 

'natural metamorphic 

gases' (mostly methane) 

that spontaneously ignite 

when exposed to air.   

(An alternative, much 

cooler theory is that the 

monster Chimera --with 

the head of a lion, the 

body of a goat, whose tail 

is a snake and who 

spreads fire from its mouth-- lives 

beneath the mountain). 

  

Cappadocia is an historic area in 

central Turkey most widely 

known for its houses, 

churches, monasteries and 

whole underground cities that 

have been carved from thick 

ignimbrite deposits since 

about 300 AD.  The churches 

have well-preserved frescoes 

dating from the 9th century 

AD.  

 

Glenn Smith ó94 

I am currently employed by 

the Bentworth Area School 

District  as an Earth/Space 

Science teacher.  I also teach 

Astronomy, Geology and 

Earth Science (online) for Westmoreland County 

Community College.  I also manage to find time to 

serve as the Head Tennis Coach for the University of 

Pittsburgh at Greensburg.  I am married and live in 

Latrobe PA. 
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Scott Mutchler ó94 

I just wanted 

to pass 

along some 

pictures from 

a recent trip I 

took with my 

wife and 

daughter.  I 

took them to 

the Cotton 

Patch Gold 

Mine in New 

London, NC 

to do some 

placer min-

ing.  My 

daughter finally found something she likes more than 

princesses :)  I'm heading to Nome, AK this July for a 

week of prospecting.  I can't wait!   My life couldn't 

be richer with a beautiful family and job I love.  

 

Pat Perfetta ó96 

I'm currently 

in Houston, 

TX, and am 

still working 

for Conoco-

Phillips (hard 

to believe 

after almost 

14 

years).  This 

year brought 

change, in 

that I've 

made the 

jump from conventional reservoirs, to the new world 

of unconventionals.  I'm working as a subsurface 

team lead on one of our unconventional reservoir 

appraisal projects.  Prior to making this move I was 

working deep water deposits in the Gulf of Mex-

ico.  The photo included is from a field trip that 

I attended earlier in the year, to look at deep water 

systems in Patagonia, Southern Chile...although the 

geology was spectacular, arguably the best part of 

the trip was the stop-over in Mendoza, Argentina 

(wine country) after the field trip!  

 

Jocelyn Swentosky Niedziela ó01 

Andrew and I are here in Fort Yukon, Alaska, enjoy-

ing the beautiful geography while I serve as School 

Counselor for Yukon Flats School District.  Andrew 

gets much more time to explore the surroundings 

than I do but I get the chance to go to other villages 

while he has to stay here in the village.  It is so beau-

tiful here in the interior and the auroras are spec-

tacular!  Dr. Taylor was correct in his assessment of 

the mosquitoes but luckily they have long since gone 

away.  Itôs October as I write this ð we have several 

inches of snow and it is now -10 to 10 degree on av-

erage.    

 

Steve Smith ó01 

Hello again friends! A month and a half from the end 

of the year here in Virginia after another crazy year. 

Unfortunately for myself and my wife, we both lost 

loved ones this past year. Kate's mom passed away 

in early September. She was 83. She was there for 

the funeral and burial, and was able to spend time 

with all of her siblings. The family also lost our be-

loved dog, Dante, in March. He was 14, but he had a 

great life and we had a lot of fun with him in those 14 

years. Both will be missed. 

    As for other things, the job with the National Geo-

spatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) is going well. Still 

doing more GIS than geology. I am coming up on the 

six year mark with the agency, at the time of this 

writing. With my military time, I'm almost at 13.5 
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