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Program
Umbral
(2013)

Choreography by Edgar Zendejas
Music by Owen Belton

Costume Design by Diana Ruettiger
Lighting Design by Joshua Preston

Lauren Alzamora, Christopher Bloom, Martina Calcagno, Jamal 
Rashann Callender, Alexander Duval, Mario Ismael Espinoza, Min-Tzu 

Li, Marcos Rodriguez, Vanessa Valecillos, Kimberly Van Woesik, Joshua 
Winzeler, Jessica Alejandra Wyatt

Edgar Zendejas’s first commission for Ballet Hispanico—set to original music 
by Owen Belton—is a seductive work inspired by the beloved Mexican 
celebration Día de los Muertos.

Intermission

Sombrerísimo
(2013) 

Choreography by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa
Music by Banda Ionica featuring Macaco el Mono Loco,

Titi Robin, and soundscape by various artists
Costume Design by Diana Ruettiger 
Lighting Design by Joshua Preston 

Christopher Bloom, Jamal Rashann Callender, Alexander Duval, 
Mario Ismael Espinoza, Johan Rivera Mendez, Marcos Rodriguez

An absorbing exploration of identity, Sombrerísimo makes references to the 
surrealist world of the Belgian painter René Magritte, famous for his paintings 
of men in bowler hats.

Sombrerísimo has been commissioned by New York City Center for the Fall 
for Dance Festival.

Pause
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Sortijas
(2013) 

Choreography by Cayetano Soto
Music by Lhasa de Sela

Costume Design by Talbot Runhof 
Lighting Design by Joshua Preston 

Conceived by Cayetano Soto

 Kimberly Van Woesik  Joshua Winzeler

In Sortijas, a darkly lush duet full of emotional complexity, Cayetano Soto 
ponders the unavoidable pull of fate in our lives.

Sortijas was made possible by the MetLife Community Connections Fund 
of the New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project. Major 
support for NDP is also provided by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 

and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Pause

Mad’moiselle
(2010)

Choreography by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa
Music by Bart Rijnink

Costume Conception by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa
Costume Development and Construction by Diana Ruettiger 

Lighting by Mary Louise Geiger

Lauren Alzamora, Christopher Bloom, Martina Calcagno, Jamal 
Rashann Callender, Alexander Duval, Melissa Fernandez, Min-Tzu 
Li, Marcos Rodriguez, Vanessa Valecillos, Kimberly Van Woesik, 

Joshua Winzeler

Mad’moiselle creates a world that explores iconic male/female images 
and gender identity in Latin American cultures. Through rich imagery and 
theatrical satire, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa weaves a tongue-in-cheek look at 
the Marias in all our lives.

Mad’moiselle was commissioned, in part, by The Surdna Foundation. The 
music for Mad’moiselle is by arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., Sole 
Agent for Leonard Bernstein Music Publishing Company LLC, publisher and 
copyright owner.

The program order, notes, and biographies have been provided, unedited, by the company.
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WHO’S WHO IN 
THE COMPANY
EDUARDO VILARO, a first gener-
ation Cuban-American, began as ar-
tistic director of Ballet Hispanico in 
August of 2009, becoming only the 
second person to head the compa-
ny since it was founded in 1970.  Mr. 
Vilaro has been part of the Ballet His-
panico family since 1985.  As a danc-
er with the Ballet Hispanico Com-
pany, he performed throughout the 
U.S., Latin America and Europe and 
assisted founder Tina Ramirez with 
the development of dance education 
residencies.

Mr. Vilaro’s passion for dance and La-
tino cultures began in the Southwest 
Bronx, where a role in a school musi-
cal ignited his journey.  After training 
throughout New York City in dance in-
stitutions such as the Alvin Ailey Amer-
ican Dance Center and the Martha 
Graham School, Mr. Vilaro received a 
BFA in dance at Adelphi University un-
der the direction of Norman Walker.  
In 1999, he received an M.A. in Inter-
disciplinary Arts from Columbia Col-
lege Chicago and was a recipient of 
their Albert P. Weissman Award. 

Upon his graduation from Columbia 
College, Mr. Vilaro founded Luna Neg-
ra Dance Theater in Chicago, a compa-
ny which served as a springboard for 
Latino dance throughout the Midwest. 
Under his ten-year artistic direction, 
Luna Negra amassed a distinguished 
repertory of works by Latino chore-
ographers such as Ron De Jesús, Vi-
cente Nebrada, and Gustavo Ramírez 
Sansano.

Mr. Vilaro’s own choreography is de-
voted to capturing the spiritual, sensu-

al and historical essence of the Latino 
cultures.  He created over 20 ballets 
for Luna Negra and has received com-
missions from the Ravinia Festival, the 
Chicago Sinfonietta, the Grant Park 
Festival, the Lexington Ballet and the 
Chicago Symphony.  He has collabo-
rated with major dance and design art-
ists as well as musicians such as Pa-
quito D’Rivera, Susana Baca, Luciana 
Souza, and Tiempo Libre. In 2001 he 
was a recipient of a Ruth Page Award 
for choreography, and in 2003 he was 
honored for his choreographic work 
at Panama’s II International Festival of 
Ballet.  In 2011, Mr. Vilaro premiered 
Asuka, his first work for Ballet Hispani-
co, “an unexpected interpretation of 
[Celia] Cruz’s music…high-energy and 
colorful” (Chicago Dance Digest).     

Mr. Vilaro was an associate professor 
at the Dance Center of Columbia Col-
lege and has served on the board of 
directors of Dance/USA.  He has also 
served on panels for the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the New 
York State Council on the Arts.  He 
was a guest speaker at the Salzburg 
Global Forum for Young Cultural Lead-
ers and the National Association for 
Latino Arts and Culture, and continues 
to speak to the growing need for cul-
tural diversity and dance education.

LAUREN ALZAMORA graduated 
from UNC School of the Arts in 2001. 
She has danced for Aspen Santa Fe Bal-
let, Eliot Feld’s Ballet Tech and Battery 
Dance Company in New York. Lauren 
has also collaborated with New York-
based dance photographer Howard 
Schatz on several projects, including 
underwater dance photography. She is 
a fully certified Pilates instructor and 
enjoys teaching private clients as well 
as her fellow company members. 
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CHRISTOPHER BLOOM is from 
Middletown, VA where he started 
training at the Vostrikov’s Academy of 
Ballet at the age of 15.  Christopher 
trained as a scholarship student at the 
Ballet and Contemporary Dance Pro-
grams in the School at Jacob’s Pillow 
under Anna-Marie Holmes and Mil-
ton Myers.  He holds a B.F.A. from 
The Ailey/Fordham BFA Dance pro-
gram where he had the opportunity 
to perform works by Sidra Bell, Fran-
cesca Harper, Camille A. Brown, Jen-
nifer Muller, Paul Taylor and Alvin Ai-
ley.  He has performed professionally 
with 360⁰ Dance Company, Thang Dao 
Dance Company, VonUssar Dance-
Works, Parsons Dance, The Perid-
ance Contemporary Dance Company, 
and with Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater. 

MARTINA CALCAGNO began 
dancing in her native Italy, where she 
studied ballet in Sicily and Rome. She 
moved to London to train at the El-
mhurst School for Dance. In London, 
she performed with the Birmingham 
Royal Ballet and toured throughout 
the United Kingdom and China. Marti-
na has danced around the world, per-
forming with Compagnia DanzItalia, 
Narciso Dance Company and BHdos. 

JAMAL RASHANN CALLEN-
DER began dancing at Ballet Tech in 
New York City. He attended the Pro-
fessional Performing Arts School/The 
Ailey School under the late Denise Jef-
ferson, while dancing at The Restora-
tion Dance Theatre and the Harlem 
School of the Arts. Jamal also attend-
ed Perry-Mansfield and Springboard 
Danse Montreal. He graduated from 
The Juilliard School under Lawrence 
Rhodes, and has worked with The At-
lanta Ballet, Peridance Ensemble, Bu-

glisi Dance Theater, Formal Structure 
Inc., and Hubbard Street 2. Jamal is a 
recipient of the 2012 Princess Grace 
Dance: Performance Fellowship. 

ALEXANDER DUVAL began his 
dance career at Teatro Popular Dan-
zante under the direction of Profes-
sor Nereida Rodríguez. He received a 
scholarship to study classical ballet at 
Ballet Alina Abreu, and he later joined 
Ballet Folklórico Nacional as a soloist. 
In 2011, he joined Ballet Nacional Do-
minicano. He has danced various lead-
ing roles in neo-classical works and 
has performed in many internation-
al festivals around the world, including 
Venezuela, Haiti and Martinique. 

MARIO ISMAEL ESPINOZA was 
born in Tijuana, Mexico. He graduated 
from the University of California in Ir-
vine, where he performed with Don-
ald McKayle’s étude Ensemble. Mario 
since then has performed with Odys-
sey Dance Theatre in Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Company C Contemporary Bal-
let, Man Dance San Francisco, Penin-
sula Ballet, Liss Fain Dance and ODC 
Dance in San Francisco, California. 

MELISSA FERNANDEZ is from 
Miami, Florida, and graduated from The 
Julliard School in 2012.  Melissa has at-
tended programs at American Ballet 
Theatre, Miami City Ballet, Complex-
ions Contemporary Ballet and Neth-
erlands Dans Theater 2011, among 
others. In 2008 Melissa was selected 
as a Modern dance Finalist in the Na-
tional Foundation for Advancement in 
the Arts (NFAA) YoungARTS competi-
tion. She was also featured in the HBO 
series “Master Class.” 

MIN-TZU LI, a native of Taiwan, en-
joyed her education at The Boston 
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Conservatory and gained many di-
verse experiences working with their 
faculty and students. Ms. Li has been 
fortunate to perform works by such 
masters as José Limón, Thomas/Ortiz, 
Martha Graham and Murray Louis, as 
well as creating her own works. 

JOHAN RIVERA MENDEZ 
(Apprentice) was born in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. He began his dance 
training at School for the Performing 
Arts, PR under the direction of Waldo 
Gonzalez. Johan graduated, earning 
his BFA from New World School of 
the Arts in 2013. While there, he had 
the opportunity to perform works of 
Robert Battle, Darshan Singh Bhuller, 
Peter London, Merce Cunningham, 
Michael Uthoff and Kyle Abraham as 
well as simultaneously working with 
local dance companies in Miami, Florida. 

MARCOS RODRIGUEZ started 
his professional study of dance in the 
Ballet Concierto Dominicano Acad-
emy. In 2006, he received a scholar-
ship for the “Alicia Alonso” University 
Dance Institute at the Rey Juan Car-
los University of Madrid, Spain. In this 
university he joined the “Youth Bal-
let of Camara of Madrid” as a principal 
dancer. In 2010, Marcos won the prize 
for the Support Program of Dance in 
Madrid as the only Dominican dancer. 
After graduation, where he received a 
degree in Choreography and Interpre-
tation Techniques of Dance and a Mas-
ter in Performing Arts, Marcos joined 
the Dominican National Ballet as a so-
loist. He has been awarded with the 
2009 Personality of Culture Award by 
the Ministry of Culture of the Domini-
can Republic, the 2010 Latin Pride Na-
tional Award as a Dancer of the Year, 
and the “Young Dominican Excellence 
Abroad” by the Ministry of Youth. 

VANESSA VALECILLOS joined 
Ballet Nacional de Caracas under di-
rector Vicente Nebrada in 1989. Af-
ter earning a BFA from the University 
of North Carolina School of the Arts, 
she performed with Southern Ballet 
Theater, Chicago Lyric Opera, where 
she performed as a principal dancer 
in various productions, and with Luna 
Negra Dance Theater, where she was 
a founding member. Throughout her 
dance career, she has had the oppor-
tunity to teach students both national-
ly and internationally.  

KIMBERLY VAN WOESIK gradu-
ated from Southern Methodist Univer-
sity in 2011. She has trained at Cham-
berlain School of Performing Arts, 
American Ballet Theater, Miami City 
Ballet, the Martha Graham School of 
Contemporary Dance, and San Fran-
cisco Conservatory of Dance. Per-
formed works by Ben Stevenson, Twy-
la Tharp, Arthur Mitchell, Alvin Ailey, 
Martha Graham, Alison Chase, Jessica 
Lang, Adam Hougland, Gerald Arpino, 
and George Balanchine.  

JOSHUA WINZELER was born 
in Miami, Florida. He began his bal-
let training with The Thomas Armour 
Youth Ballet and the Miami Conserva-
tory. He furthered his training with the 
School of American Ballet, Miami City 
Ballet and Joffrey Ballet. Joshua gradu-
ated from New World School of the 
Arts receiving his B.F.A. in 2011. Josh-
ua has performed works from Martha 
Graham, Darshan Bhuller, Robert Bat-
tle and Michael Uthoff. 

JESSICA ALEJANDRA WYATT 
began her training at The School of 
Oregon Ballet Theater.  Under the di-
rection of Cuban teacher Haydee 
Gutierrez, she also studied with her 
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mother Elena Carter, former Dance 
Theater of Harlem and Ballet Nacional 
de Danza principal.  In 2002 Miss Wy-
att joined The Joffrey Ballet as an ap-
prentice and participated in the filming 
of Robert Altman’s “The Company.”  
She later joined Luna Negra Dance 
Theater and was a company member 
from 2004-09.  In 2012, Miss Wyatt 
was nominated for a Bessie Award.  

ANNABELLE LOPEZ OCHOA 
(Choreographer) is an award-win-
ning Belgo-Colombian choreographer 
based in The Netherlands. She has 
created works for many companies 
around the world such as the Scapino 
Ballet, Dutch National Ballet, Djazzex, 
Royal Ballet of Flanders, Ballet du 
Grand Theatre du Geneve, BalletX, Lu-
na Negra, BJM-Danse Montreal, Whim 
W’him, Ballet National de Marseille, 
Pennsylvania Ballet, Pacific Northwest 
Ballet, Ballet Hispanico, Ballet Austin, 
Atlanta Ballet, Ballet Nacional Domin-
icano, CND Madrid, Augsburg Ballet 
and the Scottish Ballet.

CAYETANO SOTO (Choreographer), 
originally from Spain, studied dance at 
the Institut del Teatre in Barcelona and 
the Royal Conservatory of The Hague. 
Soto danced with IT Dansa and Bal-
let Theater Munich, where he created 
Fugaz, his first signature work. He has 
choreographed for companies such 
as Stuttgarter Ballet, the Royal Bal-
let of Flanders, and Northwest Dance 
Project, among others. Fascinated by 
the fashion label Talbot Runhof, So-
to has collaborated with the designers 
for the costume design of Carmen at 
Dortmund Ballet and Sortijas for Ballet 
Hispanico. In 2006, he won first prize 
in the “Uncontainable Project” cho-
reographic competition of the Roy-
al Ballet of Flanders, and he was nom-

inated in 2011 for the Golden Mask 
Award in Russia. Cayetano Soto is 
based in Munich, Germany.

EDGAR ZENDEJAS (Choreog-
rapher), originally from Mexico, be-
gan his interpretive career in Chica-
go where he performed with Hubbard 
Street Dance Chicago and Giordano 
Jazz Dance. In the early nineties, Ed-
gar joined Les Ballets Jazz de Montre-
al, now BJM Danse, where he found 
himself evolving as an artist and cho-
reographer. After the successful pre-
miere of Zendejas’s first work, “Breve 
Enlace,” Louis Robitaille, artistic direc-
tor of BJM, promoted Edgar to associ-
ate choreographer which led to cho-
reographic commissions in Mexico 
and the United States, most notably 
from Jacob’s Pillow; Cedar Lake Con-
temporary Ballet; DanceWorks Chi-
cago; Luna Negra Dance Theater; and 
Ballet de Monterrey, Mexico. Zendejas 
won the Hubbard Street 2 National 
Choreographic Competition in 2010, 
competed as a finalist for the Milwau-
kee Ballet’s choreographic competition 
“Genesis” in 2011, and won the Out-
standing Choreographer Award from 
Youth American Grand Prix in 2012. In 
January 2006 he co-founded ezdanza 
along with Julien Gagnon and Neelan-
thi Vadivel. Since then the company has 
evolved as an open space focused on 
research, creation and dissemination. 

MICHELLE MANZANALES (Re-
hearsal Director) is a choreographer 
and dance educator originally from 
Houston, TX.  She began working with 
Eduardo Vilaro in 2003 as a dancer for 
his company Luna Negra Dance The-
ater of Chicago, where she later be-
came Rehearsal Director in 2006 and 
served as Interim Artistic Director 
2009-2010.  In 2007, Manzanales cre-
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ated Sugar in the Raw (Azucar Cruda) 
for LNDT which was applauded by 
the Chicago Sun-Times as “a staggering, 
beautiful, accomplished new work.”  
In 2010, her homage to Frida Kahlo, 
Paloma Querida, was hailed as a “visu-
al masterpiece” by Lucia Mauro of the 
Chicago Tribune and was described 
by the Sun-Times as a “gorgeously de-
signed, richly hallucinatory, multi-fac-
eted vision of the artist…”.  Her cho-
reography has also been presented by 
Texas Contemporary Weekend, Spring 
to Dance (St. Louis, MO), Fort Worth 
Dance Festival, and Festival de Danza 
Córdoba (Veracruz, Mexico), and hon-
ored by the American College Dance 
Festival on four separate occasions.

DIANA RUETTIGER (Costume De-
signer) has served as wardrobe super-
visor for Luna Negra Dance Theater 
and Costume Designer for Dance for 
Life Chicago, Columbia College, and 
The Chicago Academy for the Arts. 
She has worked as stitcher and crew 
for the Joffrey Ballet and numerous 
Broadway touring shows. Ms. Ruettiger 
owned and operated a costume shop 
for 25 years before moving to New 
York to begin her tenure as Wardrobe 
Supervisor with Ballet Hispanico.

JOSHUA PRESTON (Production 
Manager, Lighting Designer) hails from 
the verdant hills of central Kentucky.  
As a designer he has lit all kinds of 
plays, operas, buildings, trees, humans 
and dancing humans most of all. There 
are few things that bring Mr. Preston 
more joy than lighting stuff and things. 
Josh went to school in sunny Chica-
go where he met the intrepid Mr.  Ed-
uardo Vilaro and the journey has not 
stopped since.  Josh is eternally grate-
ful to have worked as Technical Direc-
tor for Luna Negra Dance Theater and 

equally appreciative to serve as Pro-
duction Manager with Ballet Hispanico.

NATHAN K. CLAUS (Stage Man-
ager) has served as stage manager for 
Jennifer Muller’s The Works both do-
mestically and internationally. He has 
worked on Broadway with the pro-
ductions of Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, God of Carnage, The Nor-
man Conquests and November. Hail-
ing from Fargo, North Dakota, Nathan 
began studying ballet at Dancenter 
North in Libertyville, IL before obtain-
ing a B.A. in Theatre from Millikin Uni-
versity in Decatur, IL, where he also 
studied dance, music, and education. 

TINA RAMIREZ (Founder) founded 
Ballet Hispanico in 1970 and served 
as Artistic Director until 2009. Un-
der her direction, over 45 choreogra-
phers created works for the Company, 
many of international stature and oth-
ers in the early stages of their career.  
Ms. Ramirez was born in Venezuela, the 
daughter of a Mexican bullfighter and 
grandniece to a Puerto Rican educator.  
Her performing career included inter-
national touring with the Federico Rey 
Dance Company, the inaugural Festival 
of Two Worlds in Italy with John But-
ler, the Broadway productions of Kismet 
and Lute Song and the television adapta-
tion of Man of La Mancha. In addition to 
the National Medal of Arts, Ms. Ramirez 
has received countless awards and hon-
ors in recognition of her work, includ-
ing the Dance Magazine Award, the His-
panic Heritage Award for Education, 
Capezio Dance Award, NYS Gover-
nor’s Arts Award, and the NYC Mayor’s 
Award of Honor for Arts & Culture.


