Liberal Studies Committee Meeting Minutes

September 22, 2005

1st Floor Lounge Gordon Hall

3:15 p.m.

Present: M. Sadler, J. Coccarelli, P. Barnacle, F. Slack, M. Swinker, T. Wacker
B.G. Wilson, C. Zoni 
Excused: S. Deutschlander and N. Austin (excused for the semester), Y. Asamoah,

 J. Myers
Minutes from 9-15-05 meeting were approved with editorial corrections on a Wilson/Swinker motion.  

G. Wilson noted an error in the catalog for the Liberal Studies section of the BS - Communications Media program. The number of liberal studies electives should be 6 cr rather than 9 cr.  This information is verified in Senate minutes from April 1, 2003. Sadler will report this error to Dr. Gail Sechrist to determine the process for correcting the catalog. 
Discussed the liberal studies component of the BS Interior Design. The program lists ARHI 205 as the FA course and ARHI 207 as a liberal studies elective. The committee noted that ARHI 205 has not been approved for the FA category except for students pursuing art as a major.  M. Swinker explained that the rationale for requiring this sequence of ARHI courses relates to meeting accreditation standards set by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) and the Foundation of Interior Design Education (FIDER).  While the committee feels that the rationale is sound, approval was tabled until M. Sadler discusses with Dr. Rich Ciganko the possibility of adding this course in the FA section for specified majors. 
On a Zoni/Coccarelli motion, approved HNRC 499 The Human Experience of Time, Dr. Eric Rubenstein with a suggestion to edit the last course objective because of measurement issues to state: develop analytical and synthetic thinking and writing skills. 
Discussed the special topics proposal (BIOL281 Special Topics: Human Biology) from Dr. Russell Peterson. Dr. Peterson, with support from the Biology department chair, would like to teach this course during the spring 06 semester as a special topics course and asks that students who enroll be permitted to count the course as a non-lab science. He plans to advance this course through the curriculum process but would like to teach it once to experiment with the design and delivery of the course. On a Swinker/Wacker motion, approved this request for the spring 06 semester only. Students who complete the course will each need to file a Petition for Exception to LS Requirement.

On a Young/ Wacker motion approved Dr.Vicky Clark to teach ARHI 413 Senior Seminar as writing intensive for the spring 06 semester only. Dr. Clark is covering for Dr. Brenda Mitchell who is on sabbatical leave. 
Tabled discussion on the cross-listing of LBST 499 sections until Y. Asamoah is present. 

M. Sadler announced that the position that Marcia McCarty holds (Center for Teaching Excellence, Women’s Studies, Liberal Studies, and UWUCC support) has been re-classified to Administrative Assistant I.   This is good news for Marcia and for the future directors who will need to recruit for this position after Marcia retires. With all that the job entails, it would be difficult to attract candidates as a Clerk Steno III position. 
Adjourned at 3:55 pm.

