



Liberal Studies Committee Meeting






November 20, 2003





         1st Floor Gordon Hall






        3:15 pm

Present:  M. Sadler, M. Swinker, E. Mannikka, C. Young, F. Slack, A. Stenta,  R. Rearick, C. Zoni, G. Wilson, Y. Asamoah
Excused: Mark Collins, Larry Feldman
Guest: Theresa McDevitt
Minutes from the November 13, 2003 meeting were approved on a Mannikka/Zoni motion.

The recommendations for Dr. J. Gossett’s proposal for Type I Writing Intensive status were reviewed and the proposal approved on a Wilson/Young motion. 
On a Zoni/Rearick motion, SOC 269 Sociology of Deviance was approved for the Liberal Studies Elective category of courses.
Theresa McDevitt presented her LBST 499 proposal, Finding Women in the American Civil War.  The following recommendations were offered: 1) during first week of class discuss the nature of synthesis and how this course will differ in pedagogy and expectations, 2) add a grading scale and attendance policy, 3) attention to some minor editing issues, 4) re-word objectives using a stem and making them behavioral objectives, 5) elaborate on the contributions of each discipline, 6) consider that information literacy is an integral thread in the course rather than a discrete discipline, 7) consider posing questions that relate to the theme of the readings for each class period, 8) consider some other options for a title – there was some concern that the title might suggest this course is of interest to women only, 9) prerequisite is 73 credits, 10) in an effort to get students to engage in the content, consider some re-labeling of assignments, i.e. book review, annotated bibliography, and perhaps incorporating more active learning strategies; 11) evaluation methods may vary from the traditional objective testing model, if you wish. 

The committee looks forward to reviewing this proposal again at the 12/4 meeting. 

Initial reaction to the “We Hold These Truths” document was discussed. Members considered appropriate ways to engage small groups in this type of discussion. 


Meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm.

