Liberal Studies Committee Minutes 
April 18, 2002 
Gordon Hall 1st  Floor Lounge 
Members Present: M.Sadler, B.Carter, M.Swinker, F. Slack, T. Cromartie, C. Young 

L. Feldman 
Excused: C. Zoni, G. Wilson 
Minutes from 3/28 approved on a Carter/Swinker motion. 
Met with Dr. Stephanie Taylor-Davis and discussed her synthesis proposal. On a Feldman/Swinker motion, approved LBST 499 Screen Cuisine: A Multicultural Feast. The committee strongly encourages dialogue with Dr. Gay Chow about his LBST 499 Feast Here Awhile to consider how the courses are similar and dissimilar and to perhaps collaborate on resources. Minor revision needed in numbering the topical outline. 
Met with Dr Wayne Moore and discussed the BTED 311 Type II writing proposal. 
1. There were questions about whether the Goals 1-5 are the original course objectives as approved by the Senate. 

2. Still need some clarification on the number of pages of writing students will be doing --i.e., do the 301- pages in the portfolio include some of the other assignments such as the Philosophy? What do those 30 pages include? 

3. There was healthy discussion about the Philosophy paper accounting for so little of the overall portfolio grade, since that is formulated and written by the student. For instance, the student can accrue 17 pts just for getting letters of reference, yet their own philosophy statement accounts for only 8 total points and Resume is 17 points and for the most part those do not require formal writing. 

4. Exactly how much actual writing (#pages or word count) is the student doing (how much is technical and how much formal/scholarly?) 

5. Does the grading scale accurately reflect the emphasis on materials that require student writing? Action tabled until proposer addresses these issues. 
Reviewed HIST 401 Topics in US History as a Type II department writing course. 

1. Need a general/generic syllabus of record for this special topics course (This will be necessary for WCC approval as well). Will these same assignments be included in the course regardless of the topic? 

2. Statement of Dept Responsibility -Third statement, the committee found this statement to be weak and relies on the faculty member to initiate a request for feedback. Typographical error in second sentence, believe it should be "teach" instead of reach. 

Provisionally approved with necessary revisions on a Carter/Young motion. 
Reviewed HIST 402 Topics in European History as a Type II department writing course. 

1. Needs a course objective that relates to writing 

2. Statement of Department Responsibility -same comment as above 

3. Eliminate any reference to graduate students in the syllabus 

4. Chart that summarizes writing assignments does not appear to be consistent with assignments identified in syllabus 

5. Need a general/generic syllabus of record (This will be necessary for UWUCC approval as well). Will these same assignments be included in the course regardless of the topic? 

Provisionally approved with necessary revisions on a Feldman/Carter motion. 
Reviewed HIST 403 Topics in Non-Western History as Type II department writing course. 

1. Needs a course objective that relates to writing 
2. Statement of Department Responsibility -same comment as above 
3. Eliminate any reference to graduate students in the syllabus 
4. Chart that summarizes writing assignments does not appear to be consistent with assignments identified in syllabus 
5. Need a general/generic syllabus of record (This will be necessary for UWUCC approval as well). Will these same assignments be included in the course regardless of the topic? 

6. suggest more detail in the topical outline for the sample syllabus 
Reviewed HIST 404 Topics in Comparative History a Type II department writing course. 
1. Needs a course objective that relates to writing 
2. Statement of Department Responsibility -same comment as above 
3. Course objectives #2 and #3 caused questions as to what the student is to appreciate 

4. Chart that summarizes writing assignments does not appear to be consistent with assignments identified in syllabus 

5. Need a general/generic syllabus of record (This will be necessary for UWUCC approval as well). Will these same assignments be included in the course regardless of the topic? 

6. Is there a difference between oral reports and presentations (under Evaluation Methods) 

7. Consider adding, John H. Franklin, "From Slavery to Freedom" on readings list. 

Tabled review of HIST 323 until next meeting. 
Mary Sadler reported that UWUCC did not approve NURS 143 Healthy People; it was sent back to the department for revision/collaboration with HPED. 
Reported on the SSHE mandate for 120 credit degree programs. This will be discussed at next LSC. 
Adjourned at 5:00 pm. 

