Liberal Studies Committee Minutes 

February 24, 2000 

201A McElhaney Conference Room 

3:15 PM 

Members present: M. Sadler, B. Carter, R. Soni, M. Swinker, W. Foran, N. Nastase 

Members excused: D. Pounds, B. Goodwin, C. Zoni, H. Anderson, B. Mitchell 


Guest: Dr. Charles McCreary 


Meeting called to order at 3: 15 p.m. 


Action: 
Approved minutes from February 10, 2000 meeting on a Cater/Nastase motion. 


Discussed FR 362 proposal with Professor McCreary. He responded to questions and suggestions. On a Carter/Soni motion, Dr. Charles McCreary was approved for Type I Professor Commitment status. It will be brought to his attention that the proposal FR 362 meets the minimum standards for /w/ designation and that we will ask him to be attentive to this issue with future courses he intends to designate as /w/. 


Discussed SO 357 Sociology of Aging A few questions/comments from the LSC concerning proposal SO 357 and Type I writing status will be directed to Dr. Deanna Chang 


For the syllabus that is distributed to students, an objective related to the improvement of student writing should be added. 


There was a general concern about the negative tone to some of the syllabus -all the text with NOT or NO (pg 2, 2nd paragraph; page 3, 1st paragraph (2 times). Although we realize there are likely good reasons why these statements may have been included in the syllabus, we ask that Dr Chang consider rewording some on a more positive note. 


Ask Dr Chang to think about the idea of a student who is formally ejected from their task force -are there some other ways to handle this situation other than no opportunity to get credit for that portion of the assignment? Consider some options: allowing independent work or devise a system whereby accountability for contributions to the group is explicit and signed by all members. Also be more explicit as to how a student can be formally ejected from a group. 

Page 2 course requirements: 
Both mid term and final exam are objective and constitute 50% of the grade. These are included in the chart where writing assignments are summarized. We question that these constitute 5-7 pages of writing especially since only some of the questions require short written answers. 


Page 4 final exams are not TBA because all students know when the final is from day 1 


Policy of no late exams -what about the student with a legitimate absence from class? 


Research consent form -inquire as to whether Dr Chang has worked with the Graduate School on the issue of protection of human subjects? Will check with the Graduate School on policy for class assignments such as this and the protection of human subjects. 

Dr Chang will be asked to respond to these issues and resubmit her proposal. She will be invited to the next meeting of the LSC on 3/16. 

BI 117, Understanding HIV Biology and AIDS. Dr. Bharathan resubmitted his proposal in response to our questions. There were additional concerns raised about the course description and objectives. Suggestions were made as to how these two components could be more consistent and better reflect the nature of the course content. Mary Sadler will discuss the recommendations with Dr. Bharathan. 

Adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

