Online Learning Committee

Report to ACPAC

3/5/2008

1. OLC voted to recommend piloting Moodle.  The reasons included a desire to do a more thorough exploration of alternatives to BlackBoard, the interest of a number of faculty using Second Life (Moodle users are experimenting with an interface to SL), the prevalence of Moodle in the K-12 environment, and the desire to be able to give input to PASSHE as it examines alternatives to BlackBoard.  If ACPAC approves this recommendation, Moodle would be brought up during the summer.  The pilot would start in the Summer and conclude by December 2008.  


2. Several campus visits related to Sakai and Moodle have been scheduled:

a. Indiana University – 3/21/08 (Sakai)

b. rSmart – 3/24/08  (Sakai)

c. San Francisco State – 4/7/08 (Moodle)

d. Campus Management – TBD (Moodle)


3. The OLC created a draft LMS evaluation tool based on the functions list developed this year.  (See spreadsheet)  
a.  Eliminated functions and attributes not in the LMS or not tightly integrated with it
b. 14 committee members/other faculty weighted the importance of the functions/attributes to online teaching and learning

c. Will add definitions for each feature and delete weights column.  (Weights are still included in the attached spreadsheet so committee members can see the results.)

d. Will explore placing the survey on Student Voice instead of using a spreadsheet.

e. LMS pilot users will be asked to rate the features they have tested on a 6-point scale ranging from 0 (Doesn’t Exist) to 5 (Works Very Well).  Results will be multiplied by the weights and an overall total calculated.


4. An OLC subcommittee is also developing an evaluation tool for students with test accounts.


5. OLC is working on ways to increase participation in the LMS pilots.  
