IUP UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARS FORUM
Paper Session Presentation Evaluation Rubric
Session # _____

Presenter: ________________________ Evaluator: _____________________

The following rubric lists and explains the 4 elements used to evaluate the presentation. The total number of points
possible is 20 (4 elements x up to 5 pts each). Please keep in mind that disciplinary standards vary and these
guidelines may not reflect the standards of a quality presentation in all disciplines. Please evaluate student presentations
according to the standards of the discipline appropriate to the presentation. Thank you for participating in the USF!
0-1 Point

2-3 Points

4 Points

Presentation is virtually
impossible to follow;
lacks a clear logic; no
organized sequence of
information presented.

Presentation is difficult to
follow; does not
consistently follow a
logical, organized
sequence of presenting
information.

Presentation is neither
difficult nor easy to follow,
but it makes sense;
information is presented
in an organized
sequence.

Presentation is easy to
follow; information is
presented in an
organized, logical
sequence.

Little or no substantive
depth. Cursory or no
treatment of scholarly
knowledge. Student
conveys poor or no
understanding of
material; fails to convey
key ideas or pragmatics
of the topic/project
clearly.

Substantive at an
elementary level. Student
conveys some lack of
understanding and/or
clarity in presentation of
material. Some
connections may be
unclear. May lack
conciseness (e.g.,
summarizes studies rather
than synthesizes scholarly
literature).

Substantive beyond an
elementary level. Clearly
conveys understanding
of most material. Some
information not presented
concisely (e.g., presents
raw data or output rather
than summarizing results
succinctly).

Substantive at a level
that includes some
degree of complexity.
Reflects genuine
understanding.
Information clearly and
concisely presented
(e.g., effectively
synthesizes scholarly
knowledge and
summarizes results of
the research project).

Presentation may be
informational or
educational, and may be
creative or appealing, but
it does not reflect a
scholarly (relative to the
Scholarship/ discipline) presentation.
Disciplinary For example, includes
Proficiency little or no scholarly
knowledge (theory
and/or research); includes
no research by
student(s).

Contains some elements
of a scholarly
presentation, but does
not consistently reflect a
scholarly approach
throughout. Content
reflects some scholarly
knowledge (e.g., theory
and/or research), but no
research conducted by
the student(s).

Reflects a scholarly/
proficient presentation.
Includes components
common to scholarly
presentations in the
discipline (i.e., abstract,
research question, review
of the literature, methods,
etc.). Content includes
scholarly knowledge
(i.e., theory and/or
research), but no
original research
conducted by the
student(s).

Presentation includes
components common
to scholarly
presentations in the
discipline (i.e., abstract,
research question, review
of the literature, methods,
results, etc.). Content
includes scholarly
knowledge (theory
and/or research), and
reports results of
research conducted by
the student(s).

Student mumbles, is too
quiet, and/or incorrectly
pronounces terms.
Makes little or no eye
Quality of contact with audience.
Reads paper/notes.
Presentation Visual aids, if used, are
superfluous and may
have multiple spelling or
grammar errors.

Student's voice is low,
incorrectly pronounces
some terms. Makes
some eye contact.
Mostly reads from notes.
If visual aids are used,
they loosely support
presentation and may
have several spelling or
grammar errors.

Student's voice is clear
and audible,
pronunciation is mostly
correct. Makes eye
contact most of the time.
May frequently rely on
notes. If visual aids are
used, they relate to the
presentation and have
minimal spelling or
grammar errors.

Student’s voice is clear
and audible;
pronunciation is correct
and precise. Makes eye
contact most of the time.
Minimally refers to
notes. If used, visual
aids explain and
reinforce the content of
the presentation. No
spelling or grammar
errors.

Presentation
Organization
and Logic

Depth and
Clarity

Maximum Possible Points: 20

5 Points

Total Points:

Of total presentations in this session (#______), what is the rank you would give this one _________ (1 being the best)?
In your estimation, is this presentation worthy of receiving an award?
Please briefly explain why or why not.

Yes

No

Total

