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Veteran’s unit helped liberate Nazi camp
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were you drafted?
Answer: Well, that’s sort of up in the air,
the way we did that. … I was in the Civilian Conservation Corps camp in
Clearfield County. I just couldn’t find a
job coming out of high school and
joined the CCC camp. I was about 19 …
and (served in the CCC for nearly 16
months before going to Penn State).
Question: You got your bachelor’s degree then before you went in the Army?
Answer: Yes. Here’s how that happened.
The war hadn’t broken out yet in the
United States so I went to Penn State. …
So the war broke out, … our dean …
called us in one day … and more or less
what he said, if I remember, you are exempted to finish your (degree) as a
chemist, but then you must go to the
Army. We finished our education. So I
graduated, and, zip, I was in the Army. I
didn’t think it (the Army) was too bad. …
I spent two years in the Army — six
months overseas.
Question: Where did you go in Europe?
Answer: I can’t remember the name of
the boat (we sailed to Europe aboard,
but) … I was seasick the whole way over.
I was sicker than a dog, but we finally got
there. I was at Le Havre, (a French port
city on the English Channel). It was pretty well bombed out.
Question: What was your job in the
Army?
Answer: My job was when guys got
wounded, they brought them to evac
hospitals up at the front. … (After their
initial treatment), we put them in an
ambulance … and they flew them back
over (to the U.S.).
Question: You were with a medical unit?
Answer: I was called a surgical technician.
Question: You eventually ended up at
Ebensee, a Nazi concentration camp in
Austria. That was liberated by the Third
Army, right?
Answer: That’s right. (Gen. George) Patton’s army. We were attached to it.
According to the Web site of the Museum for Contemporary History at
Ebensee, Austria, the concentration
camp there was erected as a labor camp
subordinate to the Mauthausen concentration camp. The first inmates arrived
in Ebensee on Nov. 18, 1943. The main
purpose of Ebensee was to provide slave
labor for the construction of the enormous underground tunnels, which were
to be used for research purposes and,
later, for arms and fuel production. In
all, nearly 5 miles of underground facilities were built by camp inmates within
about 16 months.
According to the camp registers, 27,278
male prisoners were incarcerated in the
Ebensee camp between Nov. 18, 1943,
and May 6, 1945. The number of inmates
in the Ebensee camp reached its peak
with 18,509 prisoners on April 23, 1945,
shortly before its liberation. Prisoners
from Poland, Russia, Hungary, France,
Germany, Italy,Yugoslavia, Greece and
Czechoslovakia constituted the largest
national groups in the camp. The Jewish
prisoners who had been deported to
Ebensee from a number of different

I don’t remember what country now,
Germany or Austria — I noticed a couple places the big pile of shoes along the
road. And people were picking through
them. And further along there were eyeglasses. People were picking them up.
You may not have read this. I said, “What
are they doing there?” Those came from
the people in the concentration camps
is what they told me. … Anybody who
wanted a pair of glasses (or shoes) could
search through that. … That amazed me
that that would be there. … The thing is,
war is hell.
Question: The whole thing’s just unbelievable.
Answer: Believable! Believe me. (Someone in Indiana once said) he didn’t believe that the Holocaust ever happened.
I said, “Believe me.” I got up and I said, “I
was there. It did happen.” … A lot of
people don’t believe it happened.

CARL BORDAS said the liberated prisoner receiving help in this
picture may have been the Hungarian man who wrote to him
20 years after the camp was liberated.

LACK OF food had reduced the Ebensee prisoner above to
little more than skin and bones. In the background is the
chimney of the crematorium at the concentration camp.
At right is the man that Bordas had moved out of the sun and
to a bunk inside the tent. The man was later moved back
outside by someone and eventually died.
countries accounted for some 30 percent
of the inmates.
An estimated 20,000 inmates died at
the camp.
The 3rd Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron of the U.S. army liberated the
Ebensee concentration camp on May 6,
1945. Despite medical aid provided by
field hospitals and supplies from the
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, about 750 camp inmates died in the wake of the camp’s liberation.
Bordas said in 1990 interview with the
Gazette that he was shocked by conditions at the camp: the prisoners’ nakedness because they lacked clothing or
shoes; the inmates’ skeletal appearance
from inadequate food; and the number
of dead lying unburied throughout the
camp. Many of the prisoners had serious
medical problems.
“We couldn’t do much for most of
them,” he said in the interview, “they
were too far gone.”
Question: I know you don’t like to talk

Germans mark
end of wall
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cross the border. Candles were lit and 1,000 towering
plastic foam dominoes placed along the wall’s route
to be tipped over.
Also expected in Berlin for the ceremonies were the
leaders of all 27 European Union countries and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev.
By the Brandenburg Gate, the symbol of Germany’s
division and then of its reunification, which for nearly three decades stood just behind the wall in no
man’s land, Dieter Mohnka, 74, and his wife Helga,
71, originally from East Berlin, shared a bowl of
french fries, and recalled the night the wall was
opened.
“We were shocked when we heard that announced,
simply astounded,” said Helga. “The next morning
we went straight to visit my aunt in the West.”
Dieter, who taught high school at the time, said he
had long been fascinated with West Germany.
“I was born in East Germany, I went to school in
East Germany. I was supposed to teach the kids
about the wonderfulness of the East, when I was secretly watching TV from the West,” he said.
Later today, music and fireworks will hark back to
the night of Nov. 9, 1989, when people danced atop
the Berlin Wall in front of the gate. On that cold night,
years of separation and anxiety melted into the unbelievable reality of freedom.
East Germans came in droves, many driving their
sputtering Trabant cars. Hundreds of thousands
crossed over the following days, as West Berlin stores
stayed open late and banks gave out 100 western
marks in “welcome money,” then worth about $50, to
each East German visitor.
By Nov. 12, more than 3 million of East Germany’s
16.6 million people had visited the west, while
tourists chiseled off chunks of the wall to keep as souvenirs.
“That was the day of all days,” said Walter Momper,
the mayor of West Berlin at the time, who attended a
candle-lighting ceremony at the wall memorial at
Bernauer Strasse.
“I’m happy again every time I remember that we all
got to this unification in such a peaceful way,” he
said.
Hundreds of visitors from around the world lit candles and put them in sandboxes in front of the
Bernauer Strasse wall memorial, next to one of the
few remaining stretches of the Berlin Wall.
Earlier, a brass orchestra played and many schoolchildren placed red and yellow roses at the memorial.
Annika Fischer, a schoolteacher, showed her class
of 10-year-old students a mark on the pavement,
where the wall once stood.
“This is where the wall was, and we are now walking from the west into the east,” she said, crossing the
brick line. “I could not do that 20 years ago.”

about it too much, but when you went
into the camp, what was your impression?
Answer: (The stench of urine and excrement was everywhere.) They took
these people and they worked them in
the underground factory to the camp. …
It was a terrible mess. You just don’t want
to go through it. You don’t want your
kids to go through that. I have never got
over it, really.
Question: How long were you at the
camp itself?
Answer: We landed in the camp in May.
I think, July 1 I had to pull up and leave.
We were going to go to Japan.
Question: You were headed for Japan?
Answer: Oh, yeah. I was on my way to
Japan. … We went to Arles, France, and
bivouacked there.
Question: They were preparing for the
invasion of Japan?
Answer: There were thousands of us
there (in Arles when the atomic bomb
was dropped on Japan).
Question: What is the source of the
photos you have from Ebensee?

Answer: While we were in the concentration camp, we had no cameras. News
people did, but we didn’t. (One of the
guys) said, “I know what I’m going to do.
I’m going to go over to headquarters
here.” He found an old camera. So he
took a lot of pictures and he gave some
of us ... a set of pictures. That’s how the
pictures came about.
(One photo shows a prisoner lying
outside in the sun.) I came along in
charge of the tent. That guy is lying outside. … Now I had some prisoners who
were physicians. … I said, “Take him
back in.” Now these are people that were
some of the inmates. They said, “No. Let
him die. He’s going to die.” I said, “No,
he’s out in the sun.” … So I made them
take him back inside the tent and found
a bunk. … Later, I come by and he’s back
out there. … He was dying there. So
what the hell do you do? What can you
do? … They were wearing no clothes,
nothing.
Question: Anything else stand out for
you?
Answer: One thing I was going to say —

In May 1965 — 20 years after he had
been at Ebensee — Bordas received a letter from a lawyer in Budapest, Hungary,
thanking Bordas and his comrades for
having helped to liberate him from the
camp. In his letter, Georg Óváry said that
he often did “reflect about the ones who
helped me to retrieve my liberty.” The
two men exchanged several letters over
the years but never got to reunite.
Later, in 1990, Bordas and 15 other liberators were honored at a memorial ceremony in Philadelphia. The ceremony,
sponsored by the Memorial Committee
for the Six Million Jewish Martyrs of the
Jewish Community Relations Council of
Greater Philadelphia, celebrated the
45th anniversary of the end of World War
II in Europe with a candle-lighting service in remembrance of the concentration
camp martyrs as well as the recognition
of individual liberators and of the role of
the Third Army.
Question: Tell me about the letters from
Georg Óváry, the prisoner at the camp
from Hungary.
Answer: I never thought I was a hero or
anything like that, and then I get these
letters. … I didn’t expect to get those letters. I thought the war’s over, so what.
But I got them, and I said, “Ah-oh, …
what do I do about this?”
Question: Did you remember Óváry at
all?
Answer: I talked to him on the phone
later. … He may have been in one of the
pictures I have.
Question: But he remembered you
from the camp?
Answer: He said that he did. That’s why
he wrote. (He made a reference to a bet
over the invasion of Japan and) I remember talking to somebody about the
war in Japan in the camp there. I said I
didn’t know if I would be going there or
not; he said the war’s about over in
Japan. That’s what he told me. I think it
was that fellow, I’m not sure. Anyway, I
was supposed to meet him — my wife
and I were to meet him — in Budapest.
We had arranged a meeting, but he died.
 EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you know someone
who would be a great subject for the Monday
Q&A? If so, please call Jason Levan at
(724) 465-5555, ext. 270.

Health bill faces fight in Senate
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He will keep meeting with senators this week to see if he can work
out a political formula that will give
him not only the 60 votes needed to
begin debate, but the 60 needed to
shut off discussion and bring the bill
to a final vote.
Toward the end of the week, the
Congressional Budget Office may
report back with a costs-and-coverage estimate on Reid’s bill, which he
assembled from legislation passed
by the Finance Committee and the
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.
The Finance Committee version
does not include a government
plan.
Reid has pledged to Obama that
he will get the bill done by the end of

the year and remains committed to
doing that, according to a Senate
leadership aide.
Both the House and Senate bills
gradually would extend coverage to
nearly all Americans by providing
government subsidies to help pay
premiums.
The measures would bar insurers’
practices such as charging more to
those in poor health or denying
them coverage altogether.
All Americans would be required
to carry health insurance, either
through an employer, a government
plan or by purchasing it on their
own.
To keep down costs, the government subsidies and consumer protections don’t take effect until 2013.
During the three-year transition,

both bills would provide $5 billion in
federal dollars to help get coverage
for people with medical problems
who are turned down by private insurers.
Both House and Senate would expand significantly the federal-state
Medicaid health program for lowincome people.
The majority of people with employer-provided health insurance
would not see changes. The main
beneficiaries would be some 30 million people who have no coverage at
work or have to buy it on their own.
The legislation would create a federally regulated marketplace where
they could shop for coverage.
The are several major differences
between the bills.
 The House would require em-

Probe of Hood shooting eyed
By ALLEN G. BREED
AP National Writer

FORT HOOD, Texas — A key U.S. senator
said Sunday he would begin an investigation into whether the Army missed signs
that the man accused of opening fire at Fort
Hood had embraced an increasingly extremist view of Islamic ideology.
Sen. Joe Lieberman’s call for an investigation came a day after classmates who participated in a 2007-08 master’s program at a
military college said they complained to superiors about Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan and
what they considered to be his anti-American views, which included his giving a presentation that justified suicide bombing and
telling classmates that Islamic law trumped
the U.S. Constitution.
“If Hasan was showing signs, saying to
people that he had become an Islamist extremist, the U.S. Army has to have zero tolerance,” Lieberman, an independent from
Connecticut, said on “Fox News Sunday.”
“He should have been gone.”
Lieberman, chairman of the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, wants Congress to determine whether the shootings constitute a terrorist attack.
Today, a U.S. Army spokesman said Hasan
is in critical but stable condition at Brooke

Medical Center in San Antonio.
Col. John Rossi told Fox News early today
that his condition has not changed since he
was taken off a ventilator Saturday.
Army Chief of Staff George Casey also
warned Sunday against reaching conclusions about the suspected shooter’s motives
until investigators have fully explored the attack.
“I think the speculation (on Hasan’s Islamic roots) could potentially heighten backlash
against some of our Muslim soldiers,” he
said on ABC’s “This Week.”
Dr. Val Finnell told The Associated Press
on Saturday that he and other classmates
participating in a 2007-08 master’s program
with Hasan at the Uniformed Services University complained about his comments, including that the war on terror was “a war
against Islam.”
Meanwhile, the FBI will probably look into
whether Hasan attended the same Virginia
mosque as two Sept. 11 hijackers in 2001 at a
time when a radical imam preached there,
said a law enforcement official who spoke
on condition of anonymity because the investigation is ongoing.
Imam Johari Abdul-Malik, outreach director at the Dar al Hijrah Islamic Center, confirmed Sunday Hasan’s family participated
in services at the mosque in Falls Church,
Va.

ployers to provide coverage; the
Senate does not.
 The House would pay for the
coverage expansion by raising taxes
on upper-income earners; the Senate uses a variety of taxes and fees,
including a levy on high-cost insurance plans.
 The House plan costs about $1.2
trillion over 10 years; the Senate version is under $900 billion.
By defusing the abortion issue —
at least for now — the House may
have helped the long-term
prospects for the bill. Catholic bishops also eager to expand society’s
safety net may yet endorse the final
legislation.
Lieberman appeared on “Fox
News Sunday,” while Graham was
CBS’ “Face the Nation.”

Area man sentenced
to prison in tree thefts
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tion to Cornman.
The coal company hired a forester to inspect the land
and estimate the value of the harvested trees, court papers show.
Cornman also pleaded guilty to:
 Cutting timber under a contract with a Washington
Township property owner, but crossing the property line
in August 2008 and shearing 129 trees producing 46,359
board feet of lumber — valued at $14,402.50 — from land
owned by David and Karen Fairman, of Indiana.
 Hiring Amish lumbermen to cut lumber in October
2008 from Clara Santus’ property in West Wheatfield
Township but crossing the border and cutting 106 trees
and 19,599 board feet of lumber — worth $6,645.12 —
from neighbor Donald Tomb’s land.
 Bringing in a logging company in September and October 2008 to cut trees from Santus’ land but directing
them to also harvest three other adjoining properties, taking 53 trees worth $2,889.35 from Sandra Mack’s property;
94 trees valued at $6,325.28 from Robert Jones’ land; and
40 trees worth $3,677.59 from Norman Miller’s property
 Convincing Regis Preston, owner of a Jefferson County lumber company, to pay $6,000 to Cornman in advance
for timber that was supposed to be cut in November 2007
from land owned by Donald West in Young Township. The
land actually belonged to Russell Spanard, the contract
was phony, the trees never were cut and Cornman got
away with Preston’s money, according to court records.

