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CHSS REFLECTIONS
September 2009

Dr. Gian Pagnucci Named 2009-2010 University
Professor
Dr. Gian Pagnucci has been selected
as Indiana University of Pennsylvania's University Professor for 20092010. Dr. Pagnucci, a professor in
the IUP Department of English, was
selected from a field of many exemplary faculty. The University Professor is an individual who exemplifies
excellence in all areas of teaching,
research, scholarly activities and service. Dr. Pagnucci has a documented
record of dedication to IUP's teacher
-scholar model. During his tenure as
University Professor, Dr Pagnucci
will launch a "Digital English Teaching
Project." This includes conducting
research on current practices for
teaching digital English. He will use
this research to write a book that

outlines a philosophy and pedagogy for teaching English
through the use of social media
technologies such as blogs,
wikis, Facebook, and Second
Life. Dr. Pagnucci's vision for

the project includes linking his
scholarly research to gather
pedagogical knowledge which
can be shared in the service
of the IUP community. Dr.
Pagnucci will now hold the life
-time title of University Professor. A reception in Dr.
Pagnucci's honor will take
place during the next academic year which will allow
him the opportunity to present his current and past research activities to the university community. Dr. Pagnucci's name also will join the
listing of University Professors displayed in Stapleton
Library.

Dean Asamoah Opens New Academic Year

It is my pleasure to once again
welcome you back to another
year
of
academic
promise
and budget
anxiety.
To
our
new colleagues
who
are
joining us, I
wish you a
very warm
welcome
to our col-

lege. You have joined a community of scholars whose accomplishments and commitment to
our students and public service
continue to fill me with pride and
awe. I say this because the College of Humanities and Social Sciences continues to have the highest profile among the colleges in
top university honors. As you
might have gathered from the
President’s State of the University Message, many of IUP’s top
awards or citations for academic
distinction and leadership went
to CHSS faculty in 2008-09. You

can bet that I am not going to
miss the opportunity to cite a
sample of them: Last Spring, Dr.
Gian Pagnucci, interim Chair of
the English department during
the past year, was selected as
IUP’s University Professor for
2009-10. By my count, that brings
to at least six the number of
CHSS faculty out of the eight or
nine that have been honored
with the University Professor
designation. Dr. John Benhart,
Chairperson of the department
of Geography and Regional Planning, was selected the co-
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recipient of the 2008-09 Sponsored Programs Award for Outstanding Achievement in Research for his work with the Institute for Mine Mapping, Archival Procedures and Safety
(IMAPS). Dr. Victor Garcia of
the Anthropology department
received the Outstanding Researcher of the Year award given
by the Research Institute and the
School of Graduate Studies and
Research. This is the third year
in a row that a CHSS faculty
nominee has won this award. Dr.
Caleb Finegan’s appointment as
Director of the Center for Citizenship, Civic Engagement and
Student Leadership became official last spring; this means that in
addition to his teaching duties,
he coordinates and supports activities and events that help develop our students’ spirit of volunteerism, community service,
and service learning. Dr. Eileen
Glisan of the Spanish department
was elected by her 12,000 colleagues across the country to
become President of the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages (ACTFL),
THE umbrella organization for
all language teaching groups in
the United States. She will assume the role as President in
January 2010.Among our notable
curricular accomplishments, we
celebrate the implementation of
IUP’s newest graduate program,
the MA in Applied Archaeology
which will welcome tomorrow
its first cohort of 16 or 17 students. We await Board review
and action, this fall, of our newly
-developed MA program in Spanish. In addition to these and so

many other points of light that
our college shines across the
university, it is an immense
source of pride to me that CHSS
faculty members provide extensive leadership and service in
every walk of university life.
Furthermore, we held our own
in the number our faculty who
were successful in last year’s

round of promotion applications:
six of our colleagues were promoted, three to the rank of full
professor, and three to associate
professor. My congratulations to
these six colleagues: Francis
Allard of Anthropology; John
Anderson, Sociology; Paul Arpaia, History; James Jozefowicz,
Economics; sj Miller, English; and
Lydia Rodriguez, Spanish. I
should also note that all our candidates for tenure did receive
tenure last year. My congratulations to them as well. There
were many student achievements as well, and I will cite only
two here. Sarah Flewelling, a junior International Studies and
Asian Studies major and an Honors College student, has been
selected for a Pickering Fellowship that is administered by the
Woodrow Wilson Foundation
to students with an interest in
pursuing careers in the U.S. Foreign Service. I am also proud to
report that Raymond Edwards, a
junior International Business and
Economics major, and also of the
Honors College, has been named
a student member of the IUP

Council of Trustees. We continue to maintain our edge in the
area of instructional technology.
Our schedule of computer and
instructional technology upgrades remains robust and impressive. The conversion of the
former MetLife call center in Eicher Hall into a new computer
classroom is underway, and the
carpets in the classrooms in
McElhaney hall have been replaced. Finally, I am pleased to
report that plans to renovate or
replace Keith and Leonard Halls
in 2011-12 are still active, and
preliminary discussions between
CHSS representatives and officials from the Division of Administration and Finance on the
design of the renovated spaces
began last Spring, and are expected to continue this year.
The rest of my remarks will focus on a brief status report on
the college, the university’s
budget situation, and an outline
of my goals and plans for the
coming year. Looking back at
how we did last year, I can report to you that we saw a modest increase in our overall enrollment; a 2.2% increase in student enrollment, to a total of
2,414 majors. In terms of student credit-hour production, we
generated 32.2%, by far the largest share of any college. We
also took a leading role in the
Liberal Studies revision effort. In
terms of the college’s budget, it
must be said that the situation is
depressing. Our operating
budget, the lowest per faculty
member for any college in this
university, was cut by 10% (as
was every college’s) as part of
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the Provost’s deficit-reduction
measures. In addition, through a
series of austerity measures, including a decision to keep unfilled many vacant faculty positions, and the sacrifice of temporary complement reserves, the
Academic division was able to
generate the $2.3 million of new
savings that was required for us
to balance our 2008-09 budget.
These measures had a disproportionate impact on units such
as our College and the College
of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, which rely on a large
complement of temporary faculty to meet Liberal Studies seat
needs. What is most, most troubling about this is that because
we do not know the details of
the current year’s budget, we
cannot tell whether we’ll be
asked to make further cuts later
this year. I do not foresee a decision by the Provost authorizing
us to replace retiring faculty.
Furthermore, PASSHE projections point to worsening and
widening budget deficits even
under the best of assumptions
about growth in state appropriations and tuition increases. This

desperate resource situation
also means that we have to
make every effort to promote
what we do and do well to a larger audience, so that I as your
dean can defend our resource
base. I urge us to do all we can
to protect our vital missions by
looking for ways to restructure
the way we do our work. I think
that, as hard as it is to do this, it
is far, far better to do these restructurings ourselves than to
have them imposed on us. This is
why we should all pay very close
attention to, and participate fully
in the Provost’s proposed strategic planning process that has
been announced for this academic year. My goals for the
coming year include supporting
both increased student-faculty
interactions at the undergraduate level, as well as increased
faculty leadership in grantwriting, research, teaching, and
public service. I see a year of increased outreach to our external supporters, and greater effort to recruit students into our
programs. I hope to see sustained curricular development in
all departments, especially those

in which efforts are already underway, that is, in Journalism,
Political Science, and History, as
well as the successful accreditation of our program in Planning.
The college needs to lead the
effort in the Liberal Studies revision that is currently underway,
and I plan to work closely with
the four departments (ENGL,
PLSC, SOC, and SPAN) that are
up for their 5-Year Self Study
and program review to use the
self study as an opportunity to
think creatively about restructuring their programs in response to outcomes data and
the tough budget times we face.
I also plan to be an active and
thoughtful participant in the division’s proposed strategic planning process. To sum up, then, I
see the coming year as yet another busy and critical one in
which we have to work hard to
create new strategies that would
help us protect our programs in
the face of the coming storm.
Once
again,
welcome back,
and I wish you
a very productive year.

International/ Asian Studies Major Receives National Fellowship
Sarah Flewelling, a junior International Studies and Asian Studies major in the Robert E. Cook Honors
College has been selected for the Pickering Fellowship, which is offered by the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation to undergraduate and graduate students who are interested in purThis is the first time suing Foreign Service careers in the U.S. Department of
State. The Pickering Fellowship assists students by offering
that an IUP student mentors and experiences that will help them succeed in a
has received this
Foreign Service career. The fellowship also pays all exaward. Congratulations penses for the junior and senior years of college as well as
the first year of graduate school.
Sarah!
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CHSS Welcomes New Faculty
Philosophy: Dr. C. Hans Peder-

Anthropology Dr. Elizabeth Cooper,

sen received his Ph.D. from University of South Florida (Tampa)
in May 2009. His dissertation was
titled "The Concept of Action and
Responsibility in Heidegger's
Early Thought." He also holds a
BA in Aerospace Engineering
from Florida Institute of Technology, and his specialties are 20th
century Continental Philosophy,
Phenomenology, and Existentialism.

just finished her Ph.D. in Applied Anthropology at the University of South Florida
where she also received a Masters in Public Health. Her geographic focus is in Malaysia, and returned last Fall from an extensive period of field work in Borneo
supported by a National Science Foundation grant and a U.S. Fulbright Fellowship. Her research interests include Nutritional Anthropology, health policy, globalization, and cognitive and visual methodologies.

English Dr. Todd Thompson earned his Ph.D. in 2008 from

Anthropology

the University of Illinois at Chicago. Thompson’s teaching and
research interests include satire and humor, literature and politics, media history, poetry and poetics,
early American culture, and the Harlem
Renaissance. He is also interested in
transnational, transatlantic, and international reconfigurations of literatures written in English. Thompson has published
scholarly articles in the M/MLA Journal
and the Journal of American Culture; he
has also written several encyclopedia articles and has a review essay forthcoming
in Studies in American Humor.

Dr. Amanda
Poole recently received her Ph.D.
in Anthropology from the University of Washington. Her dissertation “The Power of Place: Refugee
Resettlement, Resource Management, and State
Making in Lowlands Eritrea” is based on extensive fieldwork supported by the Social Science
Research Council and other fellowships. Her
fields of specialization include Political Ecology,
community based resource management, migration, post-conflict development, food security, cultural and environmental sustainability in the Horn of Africa and coastal Alaska. Most
recently she has been working
in Alaska with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service to develop programs of sustainability in the Alaskan fishing
communities.

Anthropology Dr. Ben Ford received his Ph.D.
in Anthropology from Texas A&M University in
conjunction with their Nautical Archaeology Program. His dissertation “The Lake Ontario Maritime Cultural Landscape” focuses on his extensive
field work along Lake Ontario. Dr. Ford has extensive experience in Applied Archaeology working for the public an private sectors. His research
interests include North American Historical Archaeology, Nautical Archaeology, and GIS and
remote sensing applications in Archaeology.
Dr. Ford will be filling a
need in Historic Archaeology for the new MA
program in Applied Archaeology.
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CHSS Welcomes New Faculty
Sociology Dr. Diane Shinberg received her Sociology Dr. Melissa Swauger received her B.A. in
Ph.D. from the University of WisconsinMadison. She trained as a medical sociologist
and demographer. She has worked in applied,
government, and academic settings. Her main
research interests are in social and health inequalities, and her recent
research includes a study
of the configuration of
health insurance status
within families. She found
that over 69 million people in the U.S. lack health
insurance themselves or
live with someone without
health insurance.

Sociology from IUP, her MA in Social and Public Policy from Duquesne University, an MA Certificate in
Women’s Studies and a Ph.D. in Sociology from the
University of Pittsburgh. Her
research and teaching interests include gender, race, and
social class inequalities in
education and work. Her dissertation research examined
how social class and race impact adolescent girls’ career
development. Melissa has
also worked for state and
county governments in workforce development and as a consultant and volunteer for
several Pittsburgh-area youth-serving organizations.

History Dr. Jeanine Mazak-Kahne received her Ph.D. in history from Michigan
State University in May 2009. Her dissertation "Birthplace of Aluminum, Cradle
of Crime: Spheres of Influence in the Deindustrialization of New Kensington,
Pennsylvania, 1930-1970" uses a community study to explore the importance of
deindustrialization in smaller mill towns and examines how the three most important institutions in New Kensington - the Aluminum Company of America
(Alcoa), the Aluminum Workers of America, and the Mannarino organized crime
family - shaped local politics and community identity in a manner which affected
the city's response to industrial decline. Her research interests include twentiethcentury organized crime, deindustrialization, and public history education.

Spanish Liza Valle has a B.A. in Communications Media, with a minor in TESOL, and a
master’s degree in Higher Education Administration with an emphasis
in Spanish Linguistics and
Reading. She joins IUP
from the University of
Pittsburgh where she was a
Spanish Instructor for the
last ten years. Her areas of
interest are sociolinguistics, second language acquisition, and educational reform.

Spanish John Zyck is an Instructor of Spanish, having
worked in a similar position at the University of South
Carolina for the ’08-’09 school year. His M.A. is from
Purdue University in Spanish theoretical linguistics, and
his research interests include meeting the needs of advanced Spanish beginners and comparative Romance
linguistics.
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Faculty Scholarly Accomplishments by Department
Anthropology
Dr. Victor Garcia was nomi-

nated and accepted as a research
scientist member of the National
Hispanic Science Network on
Drug Abuse. Dr. Garcia also
published two articles,
“Binational Substance Abuse Research and Internal Review
Boards: Human Subject Risks
and Suggestions for Protections” (Human Organization.
Vol. 68, No. 3, 2009), and
“Juramentos and Mandas: Traditional Catholic Practices and
Substance Abuse in Mexican
Communities of Southeastern
Pennsylvania.” (NAPA Bulletin.
Vol. 31, 2009).

Economics
Dr. Willard Radell's paper,

"Economic Logic in Cuba's 2002
Sugar Industry Re-structuring?"
was presented at the annual
meeting of the Association for
the Study of the Cuban Economy
in Miami.

English
A paper written by Dr. Jo-anne

Kerr and Dr. Linda Norris,
"Wondering Through Teaching:
How Building Reflective Practice and the Teacher Work Sample Help Pre-service Teachers
Develop Inquiring Minds," has
been accepted for publication in
the Fall 2009 edition of The
Field Experience Journal.
 Dr. Norris also presented
"Going Global: How International Pre-service Teachers Impacted a Secondary English
Methods Class" at the Associa-

tion of Teacher Educators Summer Conference in Reno, NV on
Aug. 4, 2009.
Dr. Gloria Park has been
awarded two new grants, a University Senate Research Committee Award to expedite the study
entitled, “Learning about Social
Justice and Diversity through
Research Writing: Implications
for Student Learning and Curricular Design,” and a Research
Initiative Fund to initiate a new
project “Understanding the Experiences of Students in the Masters of Arts in Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Language
(MATESOL) Program: Policy
Implications for Teaching,
Teacher Education, and Pre/InService Teacher Recruitment.”
Dr. Park also secured two book
contracts Where Privilege Meets
Marginalization: East Asian
Women Teachers of English, to
be published by Multilingual
Matters in 2011, and Observation
of Teaching: Bridging Theory
and Practice through Research
on Teaching, forthcoming with
Lincolm Europa in 2010.
In July 2009, Dr. Lilia Savova
delivered a keynote speech titled
"English as a Foreign Language
in the New Millennium" at the
Second QETPL Symposium held
at Birzeit University. She held
four workshops with college
English teachers from the Middle
East. Also in July, her book Using Textbooks Effectively was
published by TESOL, Inc. as part
of the 15-volume TESOL Class-

room Practice Series, for which
she is also a series editor.
Dr. Lynn Shelly sponsored the
first ever living-learning community at the IUP-Punxsutawney
campus. Called "Reading and
Writing for the Dream," the community focuses on literacybuilding activities such as journal
writing and poetry reading. During summer session, the students
lived together in the residence
halls, participated in a weekend
retreat to Cook Forest, and wrote
in journals and composed poetry
and news articles. The students
are already busy with fall
events.
Dr. Tom Slater's essay "June
Mathis's Valentino Scripts: Images of Male 'Becoming' After
the Great War" has been accepted for publication in Cinema
Journal.

History
Dr. Paul Arpaia gave an in-

vited talk on the Shoah
(Holocaust) to the Peer Mentors
of Maple Suites as part of a
Holocaust Remembrance Week
Program.

Journalism
Dr. Stanford G. Mukasa attended the international conference on information and communication technologies for education, training, and development
held in Dakar, Senegal, in
May. Dr. Mukasa showcased
IUP’s distance education project
for Africa that has so far trained
over 300 journalists, particularly
in Somalia.
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The student-run public rela- a full-day workshop on the Inte- sión

tions agency, Lasting Impressions, has been officially recognized as a chapter of the Public
Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA).
The Journalism Department
supported the Cook Honors
College Summer Program by
hosting a dozen high school students in a two-week summer
workshop. Dr. Michele Papakie exposed the students to
various careers within the journalism field.
The Journalism lab has undergone a major transformation
and expansion from a photojournalism to a visual journalism lab

Philosophy
Dr. Brad Rives' article "The
Empirical Case Against Analyticity: Two Options for Concept
Pragmatists" was published in
the May 2009 issue of Minds
and Machines: Journal for Artificial Intelligence, Philosophy,
and Cognitive Science. He also
published a review of Jerry Fodor's LOT 2: The Language of
Thought Revisited
(OUP,
2008), which appeared in the
August 2009 issue of Philosophical Psychology.

Spanish
Dr. Eileen W. Glisan deliv-

ered a keynote address at the
California Language Teachers’
Association Conference in Sacramento, the title of which was
“The Impact of Standards on
Foreign Language Education:
Helping Us To BECOME a
Profession.” She also presented

grated Performance Assessment
(IPA) for faculty in the Department of Foreign Languages at
West Virginia University. Dr.
Glisan has been working on a
project titled “A Decade of Foreign Language Standards: Influence, Impact, and Future Directions,” for the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) and
funded by the U.S. Department
of Education; she is serving as
Chair of the project’s Professional Development Task
Force.
Dr. Marjorie ZambranoPaff’s paper “Challenges to
Interpreting in Immigration
Hearings: A Sociolinguistic
Perspective” has been accepted
by the Perspective Four Corners
Conference on Immigration to
be held at Mesa State College
on Oct 9. Zambrano-Paff also
published an article, “La intruCHSS mourns the loss of
Kristen Anne Stormer, 23, a
May 2009 graduate of the
Journalism Department.
Kristen died June 23, 2009 in
Ocean City, Md., as the result of a bicycle/truck accident. She was born in Warren, daughter of John D. and
Karen A. Stormer. The journalism department has established the Kristen Stormer
Memorial Scholarship Fund.
To donate, please visit http://
www.alumni.iup.edu/s/894/
i n d e x . a s p x ?
sid=894&gid=1&pgid=289.

descortés del intérprete
como estrategia coercitiva en
los tribunales de inmigración en
los Estados Unidos,” in Estudios sobre el Discurso de Cortesía en Español, and will be
presenting at the Hispanic Linguistic Symposium in Puerto
Rico in October. The title of her
presentation is “The Impact of
Interpreters’ Linguistic Choices
in Bilingual Hearings.”

Student
Newsmakers
English

teaching associate
and doctoral candidate Ed
Carvalho has been invited as
reader and guest workshop
coordinator for the 2010 Big
Read in Wisconsin
English major Ron Rethi
won an IUP Chacivity Award
in April 2009.
English student Chanel
Moore had an article published in the April 20, 2009
edition of the Harrisburg Patriot-News.
Journalism major Kimberly
Siverling, has been chosen as
a McNair Scholar. Her project is: "Shot and Wounded:
How Journalism’s Magic Bullet Theory is Crippling the
Business."
,English Composition and
TESOL students April Sikorski and Roseanne Gatto are
now teaching in tenure-track
positions at St. John’s University:
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