Society of Professional Journalists
IUP Chapter
Meeting minutes
April 20, 2009
8:30 p.m.
The Commonplace Coffeehouse
http://www.chss.iup.edu/journalism/spj/

Present:
Landon Garside, president
Mike Wilson, vice president
Kelly Andrews, secretary
Melissa Thompson
Dr. David Loomis, faculty adviser

Business:
Elections for 2009-2010 SPJ Officers
Elected by acclamation:
Mike Wilson, president
Melissa Thompson, vice president
Ticairra Bazemore, secretary

Resolutions
A resolution of thanks and appreciation for the service of SPJ’s 2008-2009
officers passed unanimously. The officers are Landon Garside, president; Mike
Wilson, vice president; Kelly Andrews, secretary and Kaitlyn Johnston, treasurer.
A resolution of thanks and appreciation for the generous and support of
Journalism Department secretary Lee Vest passed unanimously by acclamation.
Officers noted Ms. Vest’s tireless updating of the SPJ Web site and her assistance
with the organization and staging of the April 17 SPJ J-Jobs Boot Camp event.
April 17 J-Jobs Boot Camp
Guests were Michael Henninger (IUP JRNL ’06), photographer for Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette, and Daniel Feldbusch (IUP JRNL ’03), former broadcast and print
reporter, now a public relations practitioner in Washington, D.C.
Henninger displayed photos from recent news events he has covered, including
the 2008 presidential campaign in Pennsylvania, the Pittsburgh Steelers Super
Bowl victory, the inauguration of President Barack Obama and the recent
shootings of three Pittsburgh police officers, including an Indiana, Pa., native. He
also described his job-search strategies.
Feldbusch discussed his transition from a low-paying reporter to a public-relations
representative of such clients as the National Rifle Association during the
aftermath of the 2007 Virginia Tech shootings. He said sometimes p.r.
practitioners must subordinate their values to the client’s.
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Strategies for boosting attendance at similar events next academic year were
discussed
In General
Proposed correction on the SPJ minutes from April 13, 2009. Minutes should read: “All
regular members present at the Monday, April 20, SPJ meeting are eligible to vote for
2009-2010 officers.”
Adjourned
8:50 p.m.
Next Meeting
TBA at the start of next semester
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