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ALL THIS TALK OF GENDER
Dr. Chauna Craig, Interim Director
Recently, in my English 480 class, I read student journals in response to articles by
Carole Maso and Rachel Blau DuPlessis, both of whom address “writing as feminist
practice.” It won’t come as a surprise to any feminist-identified teacher that the common refrain in most student responses—from men and women both, and with varying
degrees of weariness and irritation—was “Why can’t we just get past all this talk of
gender?”
Why can’t we? How I would love to live in a world where that lens was no
longer so necessary. How I would love to imagine that world is here and now. And
yet, the same week I assigned those journals, a scientific study was presented at the 2nd
International Conference on Women, Heart Disease, and Stroke which indicated that
married women who kept their feelings to themselves in arguments with their spouses
were four times as likely to die in the ten-year follow-up to the original study than
women who expressed themselves. And the emotional health of women directly impacts the health of men: the same study reveals that men whose wives are unhappy
with their jobs have an increased risk of heart disease over those men whose wives are
satisfied at work. Given that the most recent study (2004) performed by the National
Association of Female Executives indicates the gender gap in earnings has actually
widened in recent years, it wouldn’t be surprising if women were less than satisfied
with their jobs.
One important thing the interdisciplinary field of Women’s Studies continues
to do is to connect the dots: economic inequality = unhappiness on the job = conflict
in the household = self-silencing = an earlier death for women and men both. Perhaps
that equation is too dramatic or too simplistic, but Women’s Studies is about noting
and testing such connections and asking where and when does “all this talk of gender”
matter in our daily human lives.
Even my most conservative students—for whom heterosexual marriage is the
only meaningful social unit and for whom feminism is often the boogey-woman perceived (wrongly) as Destroyer of Family Values—want happy marriages and long
lives. Ultimately, feminism benefits everyone, which is why the IUP Women’s Studies Program is moving forward in these less-than-feminist-friendly political times, instead of getting past all this talk of gender or biting our tongues in the face of conflict,
we’re talking and acting. We’ve moved into the College of Humanities and Social Science, we’ve begun work toward developing an interdisciplinary major, and we plan to
hire a full-time, permanent director in 2006.
And that, we hope, is only the beginning.
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We Remember: Honoring Shirley Chisholm 1924-2005
“I am, was, and always will be a catalyst for change.”
“Of my two "handicaps" being female put
more obstacles in my path than being black.”
“Tremendous amounts of
talent are being lost to
our society just because
that talent wears a skirt.”

Shirley Chisholm: brave, bold, beautiful, intelligent, and VISIONARY. Shirley Chisholm is all these because
she was not only trapped in this world for being a woman, but she was trapped for being black, and with
her strong will Shirley surpassed the difficulties of being both.
Shirley was always determined, but nothing pushed her more than the words of a white male
politician: “Black people will advance someday, but black people are always going to need to have white
people leading them.” Shirley’s anger soon turned into motivation. In 1960, she started the Unity
Democratic Club, an organization designed to mobilize black and Hispanic voters. In 1964 she campaigned
for and won the election for a seat in the New York General Assembly. After serving on the assembly,
Shirley continued to climb the political ranks, campaigning for New York’s Twelfth Congressional District
with her slogan “Fighting Shirley Chisholm—Unbought and Unbossed.” Winning the election, Shirley
Chisholm made history, becoming the first African American woman to be elected to Congress.
Understanding the importance of women in politics, and the capability of women to be leaders,
Shirley hired an all women staff. With that she started a political career fighting for civil rights, women’s
rights, the poor, and criticizing the Vietnam War. She was a cofounder of the National Organization for
Women, and an advocator for the ERA in the 1970s and 80s.
In 1972, Shirley once again made history, becoming the first African American woman to campaign for
presidency. (The first woman to run for president happened hundred years before in 1872, when Victoria
Woodhull campaigned on the Equal Rights Party platform.) Shirley claims it was her way of paving the road
for others in the future. In her autobiography The Good Fight Shirley
says “[they] will feel themselves as capable of running for high political
office as any wealthy, good looking white male.”
Shirley Chisholm continued her political career until she retired from
Congress in 1982. She remained involved in political issues, served
on the Advisory Council of NOW, and was an educator for the
remainder of her life until January 3, 2005.
- Erin Baldauf
Photo by : Rose Greene, http://chisholm72.net/images.html
Source: http://www.africanamericans.com/ShirleyChisholm.htm
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Jody Williams: A Nobel Effort
How much do you really know
about Jody Williams? Is the name
at all familiar to you? Jody Williams
has the distinction of winning the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1997 for her
global efforts to ban landmines.
Williams was formally educated
during the Vietnam War era, and
attributes the activism which was
occurring around her at
this time as being
extremely influential upon
her activist activities.
Williams pointed out
once in an interview that
landmines are dangerous
because, "no human being
monitors their action.
The soldier plants the
landmine and walks away,
and that weapon just sits
and waits for someone to
step on it or touch it. It
has been called "the
perfect soldier." You don't
have to feed it, you don't
have to put a uniform on it, you
don't have to keep monitoring its
activities. It sits and waits for its
victims for up to 100 years.
Landmines from World War I and
World War II still claim victims
from Europe and North Africa
today. Obviously, after the end of
the war, every victim is a civilian, a
man, a woman, a child trying to live
a normal life; instead they live with
daily terror. " Williams noted that
up to 80 countries still have large

landmine problems to date, with
"Angola, Afghanistan, and Cambodia"
as especially afflicted areas. The
United States has not used landmines
since 1991 and has not exported any
since 1992. Williams feels as though
there is progress ahead, despite the
fact that landmines must be removed
one at a time (and are often
discovered by people who
prod the ground with sticks).
Williams notes, "When we
started the campaign,
nobody thought about the
issue or talked about the issue. Today 142 countries are
banning this weapon. Fifty
-four countries used to produce landmines, today 12 or
13 do. There has been no
significant export of landmines in over six years. The
number of landmine victims
is falling in most countries.
The amount of resources
given for mine clearance and
victim assistance has gone up and remains high." Williams has been a successful activist for land mine banning
throughout the world, and continues
to fight for this cause to this day.

-Jen Woolston
Quotes from Williams taken
from the Women Who
Changed History Interview
found at: http://
teacher.scholastic.com/
activities/women/
jody_transcript.htm

Photos: http://nobelprize.org/peace/laureates/1997/williamscv.html
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Stop Placing Female Authors in the
Pen-Ultimate Position
Most Americans would agree that Mark
Twain is one of the most respected, renowned
American authors since the nineteenth century. His
most famous novel, Huckleberry Finn, full of wit,
humor and satire, has been read by almost every
high school student and/or college student in the
United States. Yet during Twain’s time, there were
other prolific writers who used wit, humor and
satire just as effectively. However, these writers,
Frances Whitcher, Fanny Fern, Gail Hamilton and
Marietta Holley, are not household names. Is it
because they are female authors who addressed
issues concerning women?
As Twain addressed the social problem of
inequality concerning Black Americans, Whitcher,
Fern, Hamilton and Holley tackled the patriarchal
society that had created inequality for women.
Whitcher invented hilarious female characters that
satirized the shallow, unfulfilling lives women had to
endure and the required dependency on men in
order to survive in America. Her famous character,
Widow Bedott, represents the uneducated gossip
of the town. Widow Bedott and the other
characters are so down right humorous that
readers sometime forget that Whitcher is being
satirical about women not being afforded education
and the fact that proper women were pressured to
be married.
After Joyce Warren’s extensive research
of Fanny Fern, her novel, Ruth Hall, is beginning to
be included in English classes. The novel’s
protagonist, Ruth, takes the heroic journey and
overcomes all challenges that her family, friends,
and society creates for her. Besides her novel, Fern
wrote sketches for Boston and New York
newspapers. Her sketches challenged a myriad of
social problems with so much wit and humor that
she became a celebrity who was often hounded by
fans. Her social position mirrored that of celebrities
in modern times. Because of the quality and
quantity of her writings concerning rights for
women, I wonder why she is not considered the
Mary Wollstonecraft of America? Shouldn’t she
receive the same respect as Wollstonecraft?
In Gale Hamilton’s writings, she argues for

equal pay, equal education, and equal parenting:
rights that women are still striving for today. She
wants young women to seek an education for
themselves, replacing the time they spend learning
pretentious mannerisms in order to capture a
husband. In her writings, she encourages women
to first develop their minds and personalities
before marrying--a current idea of today. Hamilton
tells women to move out of subordinate roles.
Women must stop being the sacrificial lambs of
America. Hamilton has a strong satirical voice that
needs to be acknowledged.
Samantha Allen, Marrietta Holley’s famous
character in My Opinions and Betsy
Bobbet’s, makes readers laugh.
The 204 pound, hard working
rural woman is supposedly too
weak to vote, yet her 100 pound
husband, Josiah, can. The novel is
full of humorous contradictions
and satire. Holley is effective as
an author who amuses her
audience in order to make
Illustration:
Samantha
striking points about women’s rights.
Allen
The satirical voice used
during the nineteenth century by these four
women was considered unfeminine at the time, yet
their publications sold in the thousands. Their
works would be considered best sellers by today’s
standards. Surely these women’s volume of sales
mirror the likes of writers such as Twain.
We should not discontinue teaching
Huckleberry Finn, but we should stay mindful of the
women authors mentioned above. If we lose these
female American voices and their profound statements concerning women, then America loses part
of its literary history. Teaching women’s suffrage
does not refer to simply examining documents
from the Seneca Falls Convention. The educators
of tomorrow must “remember the ladies” when
teaching 19th
century literature instead of simply focusing on the canonical males who were
writing at the time.

-Irene Keller
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You may have to fight a
battle more than once to
win it.

I wanted a perfect ending. Now I’ve
learned, the hard way, that some poems
don’t rhyme, and some stories don’t have a
clear beginning, middle, and end. Life is
about not knowing, having to change,
taking the moment and making
the best of it without knowing
what is going to happen next.
-Gilda Radner
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Women are systematically degraded
by receiving the trivial attentions which
men think it manly to pay to the sex,
when, in fact, men are insultingly
supporting their own superiority.
Mary Wollstonecraft

A Vindication of the Rights of Women
(1792)

-Margaret Thatcher
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*Submit* It’s what we want you to do! Send
us poems, songs, artwork, photography, opinion pieces, etc. We would like to include these
in upcoming issues of The Women’s Times!
Submissions may be edited due to space constraints. Email: iupwsnewsletter@yahoo.com
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Consider Thanking a Feminist
Compiled by Jen Woolston

Did you know that Sybilla Masters is often named as the first
woman inventor in the American Colonies? In 1715, the English
courts awarded a patent-- to her husband Thomas (as women
themselves could not legally hold patents)--for a method of
making cornmeal from maize. Many modern conveniences were
cleverly invented by industrious women. In 1845 Sarah Mather
received a patent for the invention of a submarine telescope and
lamp. This was a fascinating device that permitted sea-going
vessels to survey the depths of the ocean. The next time you get into a car, remember to thank
Mary Anderson. In 1903, to help streetcars operate safely in the rain, she was inspired to create
the windshield wiper. Julie Newmar, the former Catwoman, patented ultra-sheer and ultra-snug
pantyhose. Gertrude B. Elion captured the scientific community’s attention when she patented
the leukemia-fighting drug 6-mercaptopurine in 1954. Ann Tsukamoto is co-inventor of a process
to isolate the human stem cell; the patent for this process was awarded in 1991. Ruth Handler
(the woman credited for the invention of Barbie) regained pro-female ground by creating a
breast prosthesis device. When Handler lost a breast to cancer in 1970, she turned her business
toward helping other women who had had mastectomies. After a difficult experience trying to
find a suitable prosthesis, Handler had an artificial breast designed and custom-made for her.
She then founded Ruthon Corp. with the designer and developed the "Nearly Me" prosthesis,
which was more realistic than previous models. Women are responsible for creating or dramatically improving upon luggage carriers, cancer-fighting drugs, pain relievers, and home security
systems. Women are out there and they are inventing! The number of patents awarded to
women is rising, according to the National Women's History Project. In 1888, women accounted
for only 1 percent of U.S. patents issued. Recently, the proportion has increased to 6 percent and is
continuing to grow.
Want to learn more about women and their amazing inventions? Read me:
Macdonald, Anne L. Feminine Ingenuity: Women and Invention in America. New York: Ballantine Books,
1992.
Rothschild, Joan, Ed. Women, Technology and Innovation. New York: Pergamon P, 1982.
Stanley, Autumn, Ed. Mothers and Daughters of Invention: Notes for a Revised History of Technology.
New Jersey: The Scarecrow P, 1993.

A feminist is a woman who does not allow anyone to think
in her place. - Michele Le Doeuff
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Poetry in Motion

Tiny Violet by: e. baldauf
Like a tiny violet, colorful and delicate,
I'm reaching out for the sunshine.
But days go by and I’m hidden by all the other wildflowers,
Whose brightly colored and long luscious petals catch all the eyes
They soak up all the sun’s rays.
Like a tiny violet, who just bloomed,
I’m waiting for a bee to land on me,
But days go by and the bees have sucked up the sweet nectar
Of those wildflowers, whose colors blend so delightfully,
Making beautiful paintings in the fields.
Like a tiny violet, standing low to nature’s bed
I’m trying to stand above the crowd
But the golden and crimson wildflowers keep standing tall above the
ground
They keep casting their shadows down on the tiny violets.
Like a tiny violet, who’s not alone growing next to all the other tiny violets
I’m not the only one reaching for the sky,
I’m not the only one waiting to be loved or to be a star.
Someday like the wildflowers,
I and hopefully many others will make beautiful paintings
as we grow up to live our lives.

Artist: Mary Hughes

Closed Eyes
Look into me.
What do you see?
My body my looks,
Do you agree?
Perceptions of beauty vary to me,
Closed eyes find the truth, of reality.
What you see isn't what you get,
It's what you will find inside,
that you will never forget.
Now close your eyes,
As you gaze into mine, and tell me,
In silence,

Anecdote
So Silent I when Love was by
He yawned, and turned away;
But Sorrow clings to my apron-strings,
I have so much to say.
Dorothy Parker

What you find.
Julie Swanson

Women’s Studies
110 Gordon Hall

Organizations and Other Resources
Campus Organizations

Alice Paul House
Domestic Violence, Sexual
Assault and Rape

Students Advocating Gender Equality

Phone: 724-349-4444

L.Harden@iup.edu

Hotline: 1-800-435-7249

Thursday @ 7pm in 115 Gordon

National Resources

Counseling Center

Pride Alliance

724-357-2621

League of Women Voters

cwvk@iup.edu

www.lwv.org

S.A.G.E.

Tuesday @ 9:15pm in HUB
Health Center
724-357-2550

Spirit of the Oak

National: 202-429-1965
Indiana County: 724-465-2595

wi1lovv@yahoo.com
Family Planning

Monday @ 8pm in Keith 134

724-349-2022

Feminist Majority
Foundation

United Students Against Sweatshops
Emergency Contraception

www.feminist.org

Tuesday @ 7pm in Rm 9

724-357-2550

Gordon Hall

1-866-444-3652

(Labor Studies Dept in basement)
Nutrition Center
724-357-4797

Voices for Peace
gkwk@iup.edu

Open Door

Tuesday @ 8 pm in Keith 107

724-349-7075

www.now.org
Pennsylvania chapter:
215-726-9726

724-465-2605
Indiana Hospital

National Organization for
Women

Do you want your student group included? Just
send us an email with the meeting time/place and
contact: @ rkxl@iup.edu

Rape and Incest National
Network
www.rainn.org
1-800-656-HOPE
The National Domestic
Violence Hotline

Indiana University
Of Pennsylvania

1-800-799-SAFE

Women’s Studies

Planned Parenthood

110 Gordon Hall

www.plannedparenthood.org

Indiana, PA 15701

212-541-7800

724-357-4753

