Liberal Studies Committee Minutes 

November 7, 2002
114 Gordon Hall
3:15 PM

Members present: M. Sadler, B. Carter, E. Mannikka,  C. Young, J. Pickering,




F. Slack, R. Rearick, M. Dively, T. Warman
Excused:  C. Zoni, M. Swinker, G. Wilson
Meeting called to order at 3:15 p.m.

Minutes from October 31, 2002 meeting were approved on a Young/Dively motion.

Reported on the Senate meeting and discussion about the LSC/UWUCC proposal to reduce to 120 credits. Senate vote was 113 yes; 8 opposed; 11 abstentions – recommendation for conversion had overwhelming support.  Students were concerned about opportunities for input and were promised that such input would be sought as we enter the next phase of the review process. 

Discussed LBST 499 Wonders of Nature and identified the following issues:

1) additions to the Bibliography and consistent style throughout; 2) more explicit about the disciplinary perspectives in the course –and integration of the disciplines – where is art and literature integrated?; 3) use of STS not clear; 4) course description and sentence placement; 5) course objectives and relation to course outline; 6) perhaps over ambitious in what can be accomplished in 14 weeks; 7) correction needed for one reference; 8) assignments – how do they foster synthesis?; 9) suggestions for possible speakers English dept (nature writer), Alan Temes - HPED, Jerry Pickering - Biology heading the Arboretum project. 
CRIM 400 Theoretical Criminology was approved on a Mannikka/Carter motion ( I abstention) as a Type II department writing course.  The committee expressed appreciation of the well -conceptualized and well -written proposal and wished to have their sentiments expressed to the proposers.  

COSC 101 Microbased Computer Literacy reviewed and action tabled until the proposer submits  the LS checklist showing how the LSE criteria is met in this revised course.   Some revisions on course objectives recommended.  

Approved revisions for the following LS courses on a Carter/Rearick motion:

PHIL 321 Symbolic Logic II (catalog description)
PHIL 324 Ancient Philosophy (title and catalog description)
PHIL 325 Modern Philosophy (title and catalog description)
PHIL 410 Contemporary Analytical Philosophy (catalog description)
PHIL 420 Metaphysics (catalog description)
PHIL 421 Theory of Knowledge (catalog description)
On a Rearick/Warman motion Ms. Stephanie Caulder, Music Department was given one-time approval for spring 03 to teach MUHI 301 as writing intensive (presently a Type III course)
course. 

Reviewed LBST 499 The Third Reich, a proposal from Mr. John Grassinger. The proposal was well received and there was agreement that the topic has academic merit. The proposer is scheduled to meet with the committee on the 14th and the following were identified as issues for discussion: 1) bibliography needs some updated references (more recent than 1995), additional references (Stapleton has much to offer; History Channel videos on Hitler’s Youth both males and females; Hitler in Vienna), and a broader representation from distinct disciplines identified as pertinent to the course (3-4 for each discipline); 2) suggestions for other guest speakers, especially with the content related to other minority groups; 3) suggest field trip to Smithsonian (WW I) and Holocaust Museum as a class activity; 4) pedagogy – strategies for guiding discussion if polarized views are evident in the classroom and pedagogy as it relates to how videos will be used and how the other disciplines will be integrated; 5) course objectives and course description could benefit from some revision; 6) examples for discussion of civil rights violations that are non-war time related; 7) more accurate distinction of the disciplines integrated in the course and distinguishing cinema as an area of study; 8) reference materials for the case study of Northeim; 8) some editorial revisions.  

Discussion initiated by Brenda Carter asking why the “sh” designation continues to be used in the catalog. There was unanimous agreement to recommend to UWUCC that the catalog change from sh (semester hour) designation to cr (credit) designation. 


Adjourned at 5:10 pm

