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John Kopchick ’72, M’75, an
internationally recognized
leader in the growth
hormone ﬁeld, will receive
an Honorary Doctor of
Science degree and serve as
keynote speaker at May
Commencement.
The ceremony will take
place May 10 at 11:00 a.m.
at Miller Stadium. More
than 1,600 graduates are
expected to participate.
Details, including where
and when participants
should assemble and the
locations of departmental
ceremonies, may be found
at www.iup.edu/
commencement.
Since 1987, Kopchick has held the Milton and Lawrence H.
Goll Eminent Scholar Professorship in Molecular and Cellular
Biology. He directs the Growth/Obesity/Diabetes Section of
the Edison Biotechnology Institute at Ohio University and is a
professor in the Biomedical Sciences department in the
university’s College of Osteopathic Medicine.
In 1989, Kopchick and his group were the ﬁrst to discover
and characterize the molecular aspects of growth hormone
antagonists, an accomplishment for which he and Ohio
University were awarded several U.S. and European patents.
He was instrumental in founding a company, Sensus, which
applied his laboratory discovery to development of a drug that
has been evaluated in clinical trials for acromegaly, a chronic
disease caused by excessive secretion of growth hormone by a
pituitary adenoma. The drug, Somavert, has been approved
for use in the U.S. and in Europe and is being marketed by
Pﬁzer. Somavert also is expected to be useful in treating
diabetic retinopathy and nephropathy as well as breast and
other types of cancer.
Kopchick has been involved in the start-up of two
additional biotechnology companies. The latest, DiAthegen,
focuses on the discovery of diagnostics, therapeutics, and
therapeutic targets in the obesity and diabetes ﬁeld.
A Punxsutawney native, Kopchick earned both his
bachelor’s degree in Biology and master’s degree in Biology
and Chemistry from IUP. In 1975, he enrolled in the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences, University of Texas System
Cancer Center, where he earned his Ph.D.
After completing his Ph.D., Kopchick continued research
training as a postdoctoral fellow at the Roche Institute of
Molecular Biology and then spent almost ﬁve years at Merck
Sharp and Dohme Research Laboratories, for which he
developed a system built around cloning and expression of
growth hormone genes.
Kopchick has published hundreds of scientiﬁc articles and
abstracts in the area of growth, obesity, and diabetes. Twelve
patents have been granted based on his work with several
more pending. He has served on the editorial boards of
several journals, including the Journal of Biological Chemistry,
Endocrinology, and Molecular Endocrinology, and currently
serves on the editorial board of GH & IGF-1 Research and
Endocrinology. He is also a member of the Growth Hormone
Research Society Council. 

IUP Joins Nationwide Accountability
System
As part of an initiative to
provide students, parents,
legislators, and members of
the university community a
fair comparison of their
institutions, IUP and the
other thirteen universities in
the Pennsylvania State
System of Higher Education
have joined the Voluntary
System of Accountability.
Developed cooperatively
by the National Association
of State Universities and
Land-Grant Colleges and the
American Association of
State Colleges and
Universities, the system
communicates information
on the undergraduate
student experience of four-

year institutions through a
common web reporting
template called the College
Portrait.
The purpose, according to
Barbara Moore, director of
Institutional Research,
Planning, and Assessment, is
to demonstrate
accountability and
stewardship to the public,
measure educational
outcomes to identify
eﬀective educational
practices, and assemble
information that is
accessible, understandable,
and comparable.
“In essence, our
participation allows our
constituents to make smart

consumer choices and
judgments about us when
they search for the right
educational opportunity or
when they seek information
about us,” Moore said. “Our
data will be made available
in a snapshot similar to that
of other participating
institutions.”
As of late March, 227
institutions across the
country had joined the
Voluntary System of
Accountability.
IUP’s College Portrait is in
the development stages and
is expected to be made
available to the public in
June. 

Undergraduate Scholars Conference

Adam Borodach

Internationally Known
Scientist to Earn
Honorary Degree
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The HUB Ohio Room was the place to be if you were looking for the
Undergraduate Scholars Conference poster session. Held on April 1, the conference
showcased the research, performance, or productions of more than two hundred
students. Award winners are cited on the conference website,
www.iup.edu/undergradscholars.

Service Awards
Employees were recently honored at a luncheon for their years of dedicated service to IUP.
Honorees included James Staples, shown below with President Tony Atwater, for forty years of
service. Additional honorees are pictured on page 3.
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Distinguished Faculty Awards
At the recent Honors
Convocation, four faculty
members were recognized
with Distinguished Faculty
Awards. A university
tradition since 1969, the
awards are presented
annually to faculty members
who make signiﬁcant
contributions to their ﬁelds
or to the university.
Honorees are nominated by
their peers, students,
administrators, or staﬀ
members and are chosen by
a committee of the
University Senate.

For Creative Arts,
Patricia VillalobosEcheverría
Villalobos- Echeverría has
achieved national and
international recognition for
her creative output. Over
the past eighteen years, she
has been included in over
sixty group shows and has
been featured in seventeen
solo exhibitions. Many of
these exhibitions have been
of an international status.
She has received numerous
awards and fellowships,
including two Pennsylvania
Council for the Arts
Individual Artist
Fellowships. She has been
awarded ﬁve residencies
from institutions that
include Carnegie Mellon
University and the
University of Iowa.
Villalobos-Echeverría has
taken part in numerous
academic conferences as a
presenter and panelist and
has been an invited lecturer
or panelist at numerous
universities and art centers.
She has been included in
three books currently in
print.

For Research, Lynn
Botelho
Botelho believes that
undergraduate education
must be provided by a
scholar who is on the
cutting edge of research. She
has fulﬁlled this role by
maintaining an active
research agenda with her
work on the elderly in early
modern England and the
trans-Atlantic world. She
has published numerous
monographs, essays, peer-

reviewed articles, notes, and
reviews. While maintaining
her teaching and service
activities, she has published
six books and ten articles
and presents papers at
professional conferences
every year, in addition to
organizing conferences. She
also pursues and receives
numerous research awards
and grants and serves on an
editorial board. One of her
most profound works is her
book entitled Old Age and
the English Poor Law, 15001700, the ﬁrst to examine
the elderly in early modern
England. She continues to
publish various works
related to this research
interest, including a
coauthored book entitled
The History of Old Age. This
book has been published in
England, North America,
and Germany, where it was
a Book of the Month Club
selection.

For Service, Calvin
Masilela
In August 2003, Masilela
wrote a competitive grant
funded at $220,000 per year
which made IUP one of
three universities in
Pennsylvania to host the
Ronald McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement
Program. The program
prepares academically
promising undergraduate

students who come from
low-income, ﬁrst-generation,
and minority backgrounds
for graduate studies so that
they can eventually earn a
doctoral degree. Since
McNair’s ﬁrst cohort was
selected in 2004, seventy
students have participated.
Masilela also serves as
chairperson of the Student
Cooperative Association
Board. During his tenure, the
Co-op has overhauled its
human resources policies
and its bylaws and has
completed an economic
impact study on the local
and regional level. Masilela
has also served on the
University Planning Council
since 2004 and was a
member of the Enrollment
and Management
subcommittee analyzing
enrollment trends at IUP.
continued on page 3

Faculty and Staff Stars

Antarctica, Analysis, and Funny Face
Biology
“A New Species of Sarcocystis (Apicomplexa: Sarcocystidae)
from the Black Bear (Ursus americanus)” by professor
emeritus Jan Humphreys and coworkers will be published in
the Journal of Parasitology. Humphreys and J.P. Dubey
(USDA) discovered the previously unknown protozoan
parasite in the muscle tissue of Pennsylvania black bears. A
paper by Humphreys and Adam Birkenheuer (North Carolina
State University) about ﬁnding the parasite Cytauxzoon felis in
Pennsylvanian bobcats will be published in Veterinary
Parasitology later this year.

Chemistry
Nate McElroy presented “QSAR at the Undergraduate
Institution and a Model of Air-to-Blood Partition Coeﬃcients
for Small Organic Molecules” at the national meeting of the
American Chemical Society in New Orleans.

Counseling
John McCarthy, Michelle Bruno, and Mary Ann Salotti
(California University of Pennsylvania) published “Suicide
Prevention and Postvention within the College Culture” in the
Journal of the Pennsylvania Counseling Association. McCarthy
also published “Helping Trainees Overcome Barriers to
Seeking Help” in the Journal for Humanistic Counseling,
Education, and Development.

Criminology
At the Minorities and Women Section of the 2008 Academy
of Criminal Justice Sciences conference in Cincinnati,
Rosemary Gido received the Coramae Richey Mann
Leadership Award, the section’s highest award. Gido’s new
book (with Lanette Dalley D’97), Women’s Mental Health
Issues across the Criminal Justice System, will be published by
Pearson-Prentice Hall.
Timothy Austin published “Coping with Payola: Field
Ventures from Mindanao” in Human Organization.

Economics
Yaya Sissoko presented “Role of Monetary Policy in
Economic Instability,” coauthored by Mete Feridun ’02, at the
Eastern Economics Association annual conference in Boston.
At the conference he also discussed “Analyzing the Present

Sustainability of Turkey’s Current Account Position” by Ayla
Ogus and Niloufer Sohrabji and “Exchange Rate Volatility and
Employment Growth in Developing Countries: Evidence from
Turkey” by Firat Demir.

Geoscience
Michael Poage coauthored “Phosphorus Cycling in the
McMurdo Dry Valleys, Antarctica” in Geoderma and “The
Inﬂuence of Soil Geochemistry on Nematode Distribution,
McMurdo Dry Valleys, Antarctica” in the Journal of Arctic,
Antarctic, and Alpine Research.

Health and Physical Education
The American College of Sports Medicine named Madeline
Bayles as chair of its Committee on Certiﬁcation and Registry
Boards, eﬀective May 2008 until 2011. She previously served
on the Exercise Specialist and Health Fitness Instructor
subcommittees and is currently a member of the CCRB’s
executive council.

Hospitality Management
Stephen Shiring was one of four hospitality management
faculty members in the United States invited to visit the
International College of Management Sydney (ICMS) in
Australia. He has sent students to ICMS for the past ﬁve years
to study International Tourism, Hospitality, and Event
Management and is designing and will lead a faculty-led
program to Australia in the near future. As a member of a site
evaluation team for the Accreditation Commission for
Programs in Hospitality Administration, Shiring evaluated the
Hospitality Management program at Iowa State University in
early April.

Mathematics
Yong Colen presented “‘Funny Face Contest’: A Formative
Assessment on Transformation of Functions” at the annual
International Conference on Technology in Collegiate
Mathematics in San Antonio. Colen has received a
Mathematical Sciences Research Institute grant to start an
Indiana, Pa., Math Circle for grades six through eight.
In March, Channa Navaratna presented a Mathematics
Department colloquium titled “Control theory techniques
through simulated experiments.”
continued on page 4
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Faculty
Awards

Service Awards
Employees were recently honored at a luncheon for their years of dedicated service to IUP.
Honorees included the following:

continued from page 2

Student Stars

Judges and
Presenter

Thirty-five years: From left, Elaine White, Janice Kozletsky, Deborah McCutcheon, Crawford
Johnson, Roxie Johnson, Ronald Lunardini, and Kenneth Hershman with President Tony Atwater
For Teaching, Richard
Lamberski
A member of the
Communications Media
faculty, Lamberski has
earned a reputation as an
innovative educator and
trusted advisor. Overseer of
the department’s successful
internship program,
Lamberski has worked
tirelessly to connect student
academic studies with realworld experiences. He has
cochaired the Task Force for
Internships and Experiential
Education and has shared his
expertise in this area,
including work with the
university’s Council of
Trustees. During his tenure
at IUP, Lamberski has been
active with various fraternal
organizations and student
professional societies,
utilizing the royalties from
his own workbook and
manual sales to create and
support recognition awards
for student professional
achievement and
meritorious service. As
noted by one colleague, “He
changes lives, creates a
desire for learning, and
develops a love for the
discipline within the
department’s students.
Richard is without peer…an
encourager and an
enabler.” 

Several geoscience and
biology students along with
faculty member Katie
Farnsworth served as judges
and assistants at the regional
competition for the
National Ocean Sciences
Bowl held in Pittsburgh in
February. Serving at the
event were geoscience
students Ashley Hague, Tina
Ritter, Mallory Zelawski,
Dave Frick, and Joe Ruﬃni
and biology student Tara
Klos.
Applied Mathematics
graduate student Paul
Rossman recently presented
a Mathematics Department
colloquium titled
“Advanced Mathematics in
Mass Journalism.” 

In
Transition
Thirty years: From left, James Dyal, Martha Troxell, Stephen Rebovich, and Leonard Kasubick with
President Tony Atwater

The following employees
are new to the university:
Matthew Szymusiak,
dispatcher in the Oﬃce of
Public Safety, April 1
Stacy Hopkins, assistant
director of Financial Aid,
April 7
The following employees
have retired or submitted
notice of retirement:
Rosalyn Darling, Sociology,
June 30
Russell Witzke, Safety
Sciences, August 1
The following employees
have resigned or submitted
notice of resignation:

Twenty-five years: Seated, from left, Linda Flack, Janet Harasty, Lora Herrick, Rich Baginski, Ken
Ciroli, Karen Gresh, Carol Miller, and Kristin Berezansky. Standing are Patricia McDowell, Edward
Gondolf,Yao Jen, Beverly Bistok, Joy Vig, and Daniel Rodack with President Tony Atwater

Tiﬀany Lybarger, Public
Safety, March 26
Mary Halford Staﬀel,
Library, March 28
Emily Wells,
Communications, April 25 

Drug Use Study Earns Second NIH Grant
A research project being
conducted by an
Anthropology faculty
member has been funded a
second time by the National
Institutes of Health.
Victor Garcia received a
$254,600 grant from the
National Institute on Drug
Abuse to continue his study,

Origins and Development of
Drug Use Among
Transnational Mexican Farm
Workers. He received a grant
from the agency for the same
project last year.
Garcia, also the associate
director of Cultural and
Ethnic Studies of the MidAtlantic Addiction Research

and Training Institute,
recently was appointed to
the editorial board of the
Journal of Latino and Latin
American Studies and
published “Meeting a
Binational Research
Challenge: Substance Abuse
Among Transnational
Mexican Farmworkers in the

United States” in the Journal
of Rural Health. He also
presented “Drug Use among
Transnational Mexican
Migrants: Ethnographic
Findings and the Need for
Binational Research” at the
recent annual meeting of the
Society of Anthropology.
With Carina Heckert, a

graduate Sociology student,
he presented “Depression
and Coping Mechanisms
among Latina Immigrants in
Rural Western Pennsylvania”
in the same panel and
conference. 
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Faculty and Staff
Stars...
continued from page 2

Political Science
Gawdat Bahgat gave a
telephone interview to
Science magazine and
published “Nuclear Arms
Race in the Middle East: A
Myth or a Reality” in the
journal Orient.

Professional Studies in
Education
At the annual meeting of the
Association for Supervision
and Curriculum
Development in New
Orleans, Beatrice
Fennimore presented “Five
Powerful Themes from the
Civil Rights Movement for
Every Classroom.” 

Inaugural Convocation
Speaker Returns for
Encore
The speaker for the inaugural freshman convocation will
return to campus to deliver an address to this coming fall’s
freshman class.
Samuel Heastie, a member of the Educational Leadership
faculty at Fayetteville State University in North Carolina, also
is president and chief executive oﬃcer of Heastie Consulting.
The company’s primary focus is training, and Heastie draws
on his academic training and experiences to design, develop,
and conduct training programs in human resources, customer
service, management, and education for businesses, schools,
community organizations, and churches.
The Nassau, Bahamas, native graduated from FreedHardeman University and taught high school in the Bahamas
for several years before returning to the U.S. to continue his
education. He earned his master’s degree at Lasalle University
and his doctoral degree at West Virginia University. He served
as special assistant to the president for Diversity at Grove City
College before going to Fayetteville.
Heastie delivered the convocation address in 2006. This
year’s convocation takes place in Fisher Auditorium August 24
at 5:30 p.m.
ABOUT IUP REPORTER
IUP Reporter is produced monthly for employees and
friends of IUP by the Communications Office.
Deadline for the May edition is May 2. Submissions are edited
for length and style. Submissions may be sent to
my-news@iup.edu or sent by campus mail to the
Communications Office, 316 Sutton Hall. Call 724-357-3062.
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