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Fulbright Awarded to Computer Scientist
He also plans to involve his
colleagues at the institute in
information assurance
research.
Director of the Institute
for Information Assurance at
IUP, Oblitey has worked to
established partnerships
between IUP, several
community colleges, and
some four-year colleges for
collaboration and exchange
of ideas in information
assurance and computer
security research and

teaching. He has been
involved in the IBM
University since 1998,
enabling him to teach
courses on the IBM System
390 mainframe.
A member of the IUP
faculty since 1984, Oblitey
has taught almost all courses
oﬀered by the department.
He previously taught at the
secondary school,
community college, and
university levels. 
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Computer Science faculty
member Bill Oblitey
received word last month
that he was awarded a
Fulbright Scholarship that
will take him to Ghana.
Oblitey will spend the
2009-2010 academic year at
Kwame Nkrumah Institute
of Science and Technology,
working to build a computer
science program and
incorporate information
assurance and computer
security into the curriculum.

KEITH BOYER

Phase III Begins

It was raining, but weather didn’t stop the groundbreaking for Phase III of the Residential Revival project.The event took
place in a tent in front of Esch and Wallace halls, and demolition of those buildings began the week after Commencement.
The Sutton Suites will be situated at that location, along Pratt Drive between Grant and Locust streets. Also, as part of
Phase III, Campus Towers has been demolished and will be replaced by Suites on Pratt.

Strauman Takes National Title
Sean Strauman capped his
stellar IUP track and ﬁeld
career by winning the
national championship in
the 800 meters at the NCAA
Division II meet hosted by
Cal Poly Pomona in Walnut,
Calif.
Strauman was joined as
an All-American by Rob
Conrad in the javelin.
Including Chris Gardner’s
ﬁfth-place ﬁnish in the high
jump Friday, IUP had three

men’s All-Americans at this
year's meet, the most since
2000.
Strauman, who graduated
in May, posted a time of
1:49.37 to edge Anthony
Luna of Metro State at the
ﬁnish line by just .02
seconds. Strauman led the
race the whole way and held
oﬀ Luna at the tape.
Strauman became a ﬁvetime All-American in the
event after placing seventh

and fourth at the past two
NCAA outdoor meets and
eighth and second in two
trips to indoor nationals. He
is also a seven-time PSAC
champion in the 800 and
was named the PSAC
Outdoor Track Athlete of
the Year last month.
e last IUP national
champion was Mark Bridge
in the javelin in 2002, and
the most recent ﬁrst-place
ﬁnishers in running events

came in 2001 when Derek
Brinkley won the 400
hurdles and Amber Plowden
captured the 100 meters.
Strauman is the ninth
men’s national champion in
IUP history and joined
Brinkley as the only two men
to win titles in running
events.
Conrad, a senior from
Lower Dauphin High
School, continued IUP’s
strong tradition in the
continued on page 3

Megan Bond, a May
graduate of the
Anthropology program and
a member of the Robert E.
Cook Honors College, is the
2008 recipient of the $5,000
National Lambda Alpha
Charles Jenkins Scholarship.
Only one senior nationwide
is selected for this award
each year.
Lambda Alpha is the only
national honorary society for
anthropology and has 165
chapters across the country.
Bond’s application
included letters of
recommendation, a
statement of professional
goals, and a manuscript
based on her original
research, which will be
published in the Lambda
Alpha journal. Her research
focused on the adjustment
process that students from
Bangalore, India,
experienced after coming to
IUP to study.
Previously, Bond
participated in an
ethnographic ﬁeld school in
Peru, which resulted in her
presenting several papers
regionally and at the
international meeting of the
Society for Applied
Anthropology in Memphis,
Tenn. While at IUP, she has
also participated in a studyabroad program in
Valladolid, Spain, and the
Anthropological Study
Odyssey to Belize and
Guatemala.
Bond graduated from IUP
with a 4.0 grade-point
average. In the fall, she will
begin the doctoral program
in cultural anthropology at
Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, where
she has received a full
scholarship and teaching
assistantship. 
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Accreditation Comes to Exercise Science
e Health and Physical
Education Department’s
Exercise Science program
recently was awarded initial
ﬁve-year accreditation by
the Commission on
Accreditation of Allied
Health Education
Programs. e award makes

the program’s undergraduate component one of
ten accredited undergraduate programs in the
nation. CAAHEP is the
largest programmatic
accrediting body in the
allied health sciences.
Accreditation signiﬁes

compliance with nationally
established accreditation
standards and recognizes
that the program has
signiﬁcant emphasis on
practical application of
classroom learning, tracking
outcomes, and following
students past graduation,

according to Madeline
Bayles, who coordinates the
program. Bayles said the
accreditation occurred after
a year-long collaboration
among program faculty
members, including Mark
Sloniger, Robert Alman,
Leslie Stenger, Elaine Blair,

and Carleen Zoni, dean of
the College of Health and
Human Services.
e Exercise Science
program already is endorsed
by the American College of
Sports Medicine under the
University Connection
Program. 

Commencement and Science

KEITH BOYER

The May university
Commencement ceremony took
place last month. More than 1,650
students were eligible to
participate. Beth Christy, left, of
Shelocta, a student in the College
of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics, addressed the
assembly of graduates and guests
at Miller Stadium, while John
Kopchick ’72, M’75, an
internationally recognized leader
in the growth hormone field,
received an Honorary Doctor of
Science degree and gave
Commencement remarks.

Faculty and Staff Stars

The Optimist,The A, and Catching the Meaning of Dreams
Administration and
Finance
Robert Bowser reported
that the total funds raised
and deposited for the 2008
Relay for Life by the
Administrative and Finance
Division IUP Trackers was
$8,495 as of June 2, pushing
the American Cancer
Society over its fundraising
goal this year for Indiana
County.

Counseling
e following oﬀered
presentations at the
conference of the
Pennsylvania School
Counselors Association in
Lancaster: Kim Desmond
and student James
Desmond—“Creative
Interventions to Help the
School Counselor Connect
with Students”; Claire
Dandeneau and student
Melissa Lynch—“Inspiring
Dreams with Activities:
Adding to your Toolbox”;

Mary Graham, Kim
Desmond, and students
Erica Askey and Erica
Zinsser—“School Counselor
Advocacy: Gain Support to
do the ‘Real’ Work”; Bob
Witchel—“Gestalt
Dreamwork: Helping
Students Catch the Meaning
of their Dreams.”
Laura Marshak spoke about
her book Married with
Special-Needs Children at
two international
conferences: e Stages of
Autism: Adolescence and
Beyond biennial conference
in Ontario and the Paciﬁc
Rim Conference on
Disabilities in Hawaii. Her
work is also featured in the
April issue of Working
Mother and will be in an
upcoming article on autism
in Redbook magazine.
Michelle Bruno coauthored
“Identiﬁcation and
Reporting of Child Sexual
Abuse: e Role of

Elementary School
Professionals” in e
Elementary School Journal.
At the Career Day workshop
in the HUB, sponsored by
the Armstrong Indiana
Intermediate Unit’s Pregnant
and Parenting Teen program
and the IUP Department of
Counseling, several master’s
degree in Counseling
candidates presented career
education workshops for
local pregnant and parenting
teens. Stacy Carone, Kim
Desmond, and Michelle
Bruno were the peer
reviewers for workshop
acceptance.

Industrial and Labor
Relations
Professor emeritus Don
McPherson was elected to a
three-year term as a member
of the Board of Governors of
the National Academy of
Arbitrators at its annual
meeting in Ottawa, Canada.
He just completed a three-

year term as managing
editor of the organization’s
journal, e Chronicle.

International Affairs
Jessica Halchak and Jessica
Dories copresented a poster
session entitled
“International Education
Week: Events for All” at the
National Association of
International Educators
conference in Washington,
D.C.

Libraries
Ron Hamilton won the
Westmoreland Award for
Short Story for his
submission, e A, in the
2008 Westmoreland Arts
and Heritage Festival writing
contest. Hamilton previously
won the award twice for
poetry and has also received
a Golden Quill award for
nonﬁction and an O. Henry
Award for ﬁction in
anthologies published by
Doubleday.

Political Science
Gawdat Bahgat’s article
“Europe’s Energy Security:
Challenges and
Opportunities” will be
translated into Russian and
German and used as
required reading at the
George C. Marshall Center,
College of International
Security Studies.

Theater and Dance
Jason Chimonides’s new
play e Optimist premiered
this past spring at the
Abington eatre in New
York City, and Dramatists
Playwright Services, Inc.,
will publish the play this
fall. His newest play, e
Bluest Water: A Hurricane
Camille Story, will be
produced in Virginia this
July by the Endstation
eatre Company in
cooperation with the Blue
Ridge Summer eatre
Festival. 
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Kennedy Center Honors Come to IUP Students
ree students were
recognized at the national
2008 Kennedy Center
American College eatre
Festival competition.
eresa Huber, Livonia,
N.Y., a senior eater major
and member of the Robert
E. Cook Honors College,
won a national sound design
award.
is is the third year in a
row that an IUP student has
been selected for national
honors from the Kennedy
Center.
Huber was recognized for
her work as sound designer
for the IUP production of
e Beauty Queen of
Leenane. She qualiﬁed to
compete at the national

competition after winning
the regional contest in
January.
e IUP production was
one of only seven in its
region, which includes all of
Pennsylvania, New York,
New Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland, and Washington,
D.C., invited to perform at
the Region II Kennedy
Center festival competition
at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh in
January.
As part of her award,
Huber has been given a
design fellowship for the
O’Neill Playwright’s
Conference for summer and
has been oﬀered admission,
with full tuition waiver and

ﬁnancial stipend, to ﬁve
diﬀerent graduate programs
in sound design.
e graduate school oﬀers
came to her from the
University/Resident eatre
Association’s national
competition for placement
in graduate school programs
of members of the
association, said Barbara
Blackledge, IUP professor of
theater and dance. Only
eight students in the nation
are chosen to compete in
each of eight categories in
the regional and national
competitions. Categories
include set, costume, light,
sound and makeup design,
stage management,
directing, and dramaturgy.

e regional and national
competitions are composed
primarily of graduate
students.
Simone Marcus, a junior
eater major from Seward,
was given an honorable
mention in the Alcone
Makeup Design Award
category at the national
competition for her makeup
designs for e Beauty
Queen of Leenane.
Jessica Sabol, a
sophomore eater major
from Morrisdale and
member of the Robert E.
Cook Honors College, was
chosen by the festival
national selections team as
its number one choice in the
dramaturgy category. 

Faculty Who Published During 2007-2008 Year
e following faculty
members published books,
nonprint media, visual arts,
and signiﬁcant scholarly
activity last year.
Eberly College of Business
and Information
Technology
Ibrahim Aﬀaneh, Abbas Ali,
Hassam Al-Shammari,
Robert Boldin, Mukesh
Chaudhry, and Rajendar
Garg

College of Education and
Educational Technology
Stacia Carone, Susan Fello,
Beatrice Fennimore, Susan
Glor-Scheib, Valeri
Helterbran, Mary Jalongo,
Joseph Kovaleski, Sally
Lipsky, Laura Marshak, Kelli
Paquette, Allen Partridge,
Gurmal Rattan, Sue Rieg,
Shari Robertson, and
Jennifer Rotigel

College of Fine Arts
omas Ault, Barbara
Blackledge, Richard Kemp,
Susan Palmisano, John
Stamp, Patricia VillalobosEcheverria, and erese
Wacker
College of Health and
Human Services
Christopher Janicak and
Andrew Shim

College of Humanities and
Social Sciences
Gawdat Bahgat, Alan
Baumler, John Benhart,
Susan Boser, Rosalyn
Darling, Valerie Gunter, sj
Miller, Linda Norris, Cheryl
Wilson, Michael Williamson,
and Lingyan Yang
College of Natural Sciences
and Mathematics
Pearl Berman, Krysztof
Kaniasty, Jonathan Lewis,
and Raymond Pavloski 

Delaney Hall

Strauman
Takes
Title...
continued from page 1

javelin, taking an eighthplace ﬁnish with a top throw
of 204'11" to earn AllAmerica honors for the
second time in his career.
Conrad was also eighth at
the 2006 meet. IUP has had
fourteen NCAA AllAmericans in the javelin
over the past thirty-six years,
including four national
champions.
Troy Litten, a senior from
Gettysburg High School, was
aiming for All-America
status in the pole vault for
the second consecutive year
but failed to make the
opening height of 16'0". 

Of Note
Updates on the campus’s
parking lots and traﬃc
patterns may be found on
Inside IUP at
www.iup.edu/inside.
Picnics in the Grove take
place every Wednesday at
lunch time through August
6. See Inside IUP at
www.iup.edu/inside for
details about entertainment
and menu.
e annual Freshman
Convocation takes place
August 24 at 5:30 p.m. in
Fisher Auditorium. Featured
speaker is Samuel Heastie, a
Fayetteville State University
professor and training
consultant. Freshmen and
faculty members are invited
to a celebration in the Oak
Grove after the convocation. 

In Transition
The following employees are new to the university:
Ryan Rearick, assistant director of Cocurriculum in the
Robert E. Cook Honors College, June 2
The following employees have retired or submitted notice
of retirement:
Rosalyn Darling, Sociology, July 1
Anita Henry, French and German, July 2

ADAM BORODACH

Patricia Bash, Purchasing, July 4

Shortly after the groundbreaking for Phase III (see page 1), one of the first buildings
completed during Phase I of the Residential Revival was named and dedicated. Suites on
Grant Lower became Susan Snell Delaney Hall in honor of Susan Delaney ’64, a member
of the IUP Council of Trustees. Many friends and family members gathered for the
occasion, which took place in the newly named Delaney Hall. In the background is a photo
of the plaque that can be seen from the corner of Pratt Drive and Grant Street.

The following employees have resigned or submitted
notice of resignation:
Tina Hollis, Monroeville, May 10
Sandra Hoﬀman, Development, May 30
Casey Quinlan, Admissions, June 13
Erika Bem, IT Services, June 20
Elizabeth Ramsey, Athletics, June 30
Ryan Smith, Athletics, June 30
Terrylynn Pearlman, Criminology, August 15

Wenfan Yan, Professional Studies in Education, August 15 
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Gift Reflects Donor's Research at IUP
When Gibsonia resident
Jerry Salandro was a
graduate student at IUP in
the 1970s, he did research
that was the basis of
advanced digital video
technology now used in
education and athletic
programs across the country.
Salandro, president and
CEO of IRIS Technologies
in Greensburg, and his wife,
Leslie, recently donated to
IUP the end result of that
research, a Landro play
analyzer.
In his research, Salandro
found that students retained
knowledge at a 70 percent
higher rate when visual
examples could be provided
along with classroom

lecture. His ﬁnding would
change how Salandro would
train students and
employees throughout his
career.
“I’m grateful not only for
the education and
groundwork I did here for
this program but also for the
integral support and
cooperation of IUP faculty
and staﬀ in the initial test
version of Landro,” said
Salandro, a former teacher.
For the past ﬁve years,
Claire Dandeneau and
Lorraine Guth, faculty
members in the IUP
Counseling Department
graduate program, have used
a Landro playback analysis
model for counseling.

Salandro said Dandeneau and
Guth’s use of the technology,
along with the work of Lloyd
Onyett and Chris Barber,
technology support
employees at IUP, has been
“invaluable in building the
success of the use of this
technology in education.”
Salandro also credited David
Stein and Karen Stein, faculty
members in the Special
Education and Clinical
Services Department, who
specialize in speech and
hearing disorders, for their
support of the use of Landro
technology.
Recently, Salandro was
recognized by the university
for his achievements with a
Distinguished Alumni Award,

the highest honor IUP
bestows on alumni,
which has been given to
fewer than 250 of 120,000
alumni.
Salandro is also
responsible for designing the
world’s ﬁrst touchscreen PC
controls for the broadcast
and cable television
industries. He has more than

ﬁfty-six patent claims, with
more than twenty others
pending. His technology and
products are being used
across the country in places
like the Pentagon, NASA,
Disney World, and Comcast,
as well as in colleges and
high schools. 

ABOUT IUP REPORTER
IUP Reporter is produced monthly for employees and
friends of IUP by the Communications Office.

Deadline for the July edition is June 27. Submissions are edited
for length and style. Submissions may be sent to
my-news@iup.edu or sent by campus mail to the
Communications Office, 316 Sutton Hall. Call 724-357-3062.
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August 24
Freshman Convocation
July 21
IUP Business Golf Classic
July 13-28
IUP Summer Honors Program
June 26
IUP Football Golf Classic
Every Wednesday through August 6
Picnics in the Grove at lunchtime
To find out what’s happening on campus,
visit www.iup.edu/inside.
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