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Pre-Inaugural Events Set for September
While the official dates of
the inauguration of President
Tony Atwater are October 5-8,
numerous pre-inaugural events
have been planned to complement the official festivities and to
engage the community intellectually. A list of October’s inauguration events will appear
in the September
edition of IUP
Reporter. The
following
represents
September’s
offerings.
IUP, the
Jimmy Stewart
Museum, and the
Indiana Arts Council
will present the Classic Westerns
Film Festival.
• September 15: Silent films
featuring Western Pennsylvania
native Tom Mix, with piano
accompanist Sebastian Anthony
Birch, a music professor at Kent
State University. Following the
screenings, commentary will be
offered by Pat Dowell, National
Public Radio film commentator,
and IUP professor Tom Slater.
Indiana Theater, 7 p.m.
• September 16: Panel
discussion, Western Film and

Democracies, featuring Dowell
and Sam Grigus, a Vanderbilt
University film scholar. Jimmy
Stewart Museum, 3 to 5 p.m.
• September 17: Screening of
the The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance, starring Jimmy Stewart
and John Wayne. Discussion led
by Dowell, Grigus, and Slater
will follow. Indiana
Theater, 7 p.m.
Other events
include the
following:
• September
19: Jehmu
Greene from Rock
the Vote will present
the Six O’Clock Series
program as part of the
university’s Citizenship and
Civic Engagement Initiative,
6 p.m., Hadley Union Building
Ohio Room.
• September 24: The
University Museum’s first show
of the academic year opens with
a public reception from 6 to
9 p.m. The show, curated by
Religious Studies faculty member Stuart Chandler, is Eastern
Religions Come to Western
Pennsylvania. The University
Museum is located on the first
floor of John Sutton Hall.

• September 29 and 30:
Media Bias: The War on Journalism, a symposium, will include
a panel discussion. Panelists
confirmed are William Kennedy,
Indiana Gazette; John Poister,
Renda Broadcasting; and Cindy
Skrzycki, Washington Post. The
keynote speaker for the symposium is Corey Flintoff from
National Public Radio. Takes
place in Eberly Auditorium. 

INAUGURATION DATES TO NOTE
• All employees are invited to attend the Inaugural Ceremony,
which takes place October 6 at 1 p.m. in Fisher Auditorium, and to
the Magnificent Collage Concert, which takes place October 7 at
8 p.m. in Fisher Auditorium. There will be a pre-concert celebration picnic in the Oak Grove.
• The inaugural Inaugural/Homecoming Ball will be held October 8
at Indiana Country Club and will feature an IUP faculty jazz combo
and jazz violinist David Brown.

Northpointe Facility Named
for Murtha
The university’s new facility at Northpointe in Armstrong County was
dedicated this month and named the John P. Murtha Center for Education
and Workforce Development.
The IUP Council of Trustees, in accordance with the university’s naming
policy, approved the action to name the facility in honor of the congressman
at a special meeting in July.
In approving the resolution, the trustees noted Murtha’s “extraordinary support and commitment to
this university and his remarkable record of service to the university, to his western Pennsylvania constituents, and to citizens of the commonwealth and the nation.”
“It is most appropriate to honor Congressman Murtha in this manner,” said President Tony Atwater.
“The center will bring new educational offerings to Amstrong County and will contribute to the region’s
workforce development needs.”
The trustees also approved naming several rooms and areas within the facility in recognition of financial support from several Kittanning area companies, including Merchants National Bank, Rosebud Mining
Company, Snyder Associated Companies, and Swank Associated Companies.
In addition to the private funds secured for the facility, IUP received a $200,000 Workforce Leadership
Grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, which will help
recruit and train workers for the growing electro-optics program at the Northpointe facility. 

Tuition and Appropriations
Governor Ed Rendell recently addressed the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Board of
Governors to thank the board, the chancellor, and the
university presidents for finding ways to keep the
recent tuition increase to just 2 percent.The increase
is the smallest in the last seven years, according to
the State System website.The State System received
a 2.75 percent increase in appropriations when the
state’s budget was passed. From left are Clarion president Joseph Grunenwald, IUP president Tony Atwater,
Bloomsburg provost James Macken, Cheyney president Wallace Arnold, Shippensburg interim president
Jody Harpster, Millersville president Francine McNairy,
Mansfield president John Halstead, Lock Haven president Keith Miller, Chancellor Judy Hample, Slippery
Rock president Robert Smith, Governor Ed Rendell,
East Stroudsburg president Robert Dillman, Edinboro
president Frank Pogue, and West Chester president
Madeleine Wing Adler.“I am pleased with the state’s
resolve to provide an increase in appropriation to
System universities,” said Atwater.“This development
also demonstrates IUP’s and the state’s commitment
to keeping a lid on tuition increases and to maintaining affordable postsecondary education in the
commonwealth.”
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Faculty and Staff Stars

Emerita Status, Articles, and Presentations
Chemistry
Jaeju Ko coauthored “Prediction of Active Sites for Protein
Structures from Computed Chemical Properties,” which was presented
at the annual International Conference on Intelligent Systems for
Molecular Biology (ISMB2005) in Detroit in June. The paper also
appeared in a special issue of Bioinformatics following the conference.
Communications
IUP Magazine, edited by Karen Gresh, won a national award for
excellence in the Annual Awards for Publication Excellence (APEX)

Award for Information Assurance

John Eck, center, dean of the
College of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics, recently accepted
an award of excellence from the
Committee on National Security
Systems at the Colloquium for
Information Systems Security
Education. On the left is Dan
Wolf, information assurance
director of the National Security
Agency, and on the right is Mark
Loepker, chair of the subcommittee on information systems
security of the Committee on
National Security Systems.The
award recognized academic,
government, and private training
institutions for successfully mapping their information assurance
curriculum to the CNSS National
Standards.

Partnership Leads to Revitalized
Community
A new partnership could be
the result of a beautiful beginning. Downtown Indiana, Inc.,
Indiana Borough, and IUP have
teamed up to improve the physical appearance and economic
status of the greater Indiana
community.
According to Tom Borellis in
IUP’s Engineering and Construction Group, the three entities
have formed a steering committee and engaged E.G.&G., an
Akron, Ohio, consulting firm, to
investigate possibilities, collect
ideas, and advise on planning.
The focus areas are Philadelphia
Street, a portion of Oakland

Avenue to Ninth Street, Eighth
Street, Seventh Street to Wayne
Avenue, and Sixth Street. The
goal is to revitalize the pedestrian and vehicular thoroughfares
between Indiana’s main streets
and the IUP campus.
“So far, we haven’t made any
financial commitment, but we
have participated in planning
and we’ve shared our plans for
the campus, so that they can be
accounted for and can be melded
into the project,” Borellis said.
In addition to an initial
summit that brought together
local community leaders, business owners, and university officials to learn more and share
ideas, E.G.&G. representatives
visited Indiana in July and will
visit again in September to consult. According to an editorial

in the May 31 edition of the
Indiana Gazette, which endorsed
the effort, the project, spearheaded by Downtown Indiana, will
“reach deep into Indiana’s heritage, history, and architecture to
design something unique. The
improvements will include fresh
streetscapes with new sidewalks,
decorative light posts, street curb
extensions to improve pedestrian safety, and the relocation of
obtrusive utilities underground.”
In addition to Borellis, the
following are serving as members of a steering: President Tony
Atwater; Mark Geletka, interim
vice president for Administration and Finance; and Terry
Appolonia, the director of the
Center for Student Life who
also is the current president of
Downtown Indiana, Inc. 

Competition sponsored by the editors of Writing That Works. The most
recent award brings to forty-two the number of major awards the
Communications Group has won: twenty for IUP Magazine and twentytwo for other projects.

Communications Media
Kurt Dudt recently read several poems at the Taproot Writers
Group in Ambridge, Pa. His poem “Diamonds” was published in the
latest edition of Taproot Literary Review. During the past year, he published eight poems in a variety of literary journals in both the United
Kingdom and the United States.
Communications Media and
Technology Services Center
Communications Media faculty member Erick Lauber and
Technology Services Center employee Dan Yuhas received a grant from
the U.S. Department of Education to bring new digital technologies to
teachers in the Blairsville-Saltsburg, Purchase Line, and United school
districts. The project, called Diffusion of Teaching Technologies with
Interactive Capsules, will survey existing barriers to the diffusion of digital technologies and construct twelve interactive, entertaining, multimedia modules that instruct teachers on using various types of technology.
Educational and School Psychology
Edward Levinson and student Eric Palmer were invited by the
National Association of School Psychologists to supply one of the
organization’s standing columns, called Counseling 101, in Principal
Leadership, a magazine of the National Association of Secondary School
Principals. Their article,“Preparing Students with Disabilities for
School-to-Work Transition and Postschool Life,” along with others that
made up the series of columns, earned a Golden Lamp Award from the
Association of Educational Publishers.
English
The June edition of IUP Reporter carried a list of retired faculty
members who earned emeritus status. Jean Wilson was inadvertently
omitted from the list. According to the Provost’s Office, Wilson received
the emerita designation along with those listed.
Libraries
Gerrie Coy presented and participated in the American Library
Association’s annual conference, held in Chicago. Her poster session,
“Library Displays as a Public Relations Tool,” demonstrated IUP’s use of
display cases on the library’s high-traffic first floor to mount a coordinated exhibit program that highlights library holdings and involves the
campus and local community. Examples of recent displays were shown,
including the “Register to Vote@Your Library” exhibit during the last
year.
Political Science
Three new articles by Gawdat Bahgat, the director of Center for
Middle Eastern Studies, have been accepted for publication this summer.“The Emerging Sino-Iranian Strategic Alliance” will appear in
Journal of South East Asia and Middle Eastern Studies.“Energy
Security: Central Asia” will appear in Middle East Economic Survey.
“Nonproliferation Success: The Libyan Model” will appear in World
Affairs.
Spanish
Appointed to the executive board of the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education, Eileen Glisan recently completed
two three-year terms on the Specialty Areas Studies Board and is also
the NCATE representative for the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages. 

THE IUP REPORTER
The IUP Reporter is produced monthly for employees of IUP by the
Communications Office.
Deadline for the September edition is August 26.
Submissions may be sent to my-news@iup.edu or sent by campus mail to
the Communications Office, 322 Sutton Hall. Call 724-357-3062.
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Student Stars

McNair Research Conference, Labor Intern
Three IUP-McNair scholars
recently presented their research
at the annual National Research
Conference for McNair Scholars
and Undergraduate Researchers.
Seniors Edward Brown,
Emmanuel Bibangamba, and
Sharon Layton delivered oral

presentations on their research.
Brown, a sociology major,
presented “Contributing Factors
to Retention of African American
Men attending Predominantly
White Institutions of Higher
Education.” Bibangamba presented “Network Security: Control-

In Transition
The following will join the faculty in the fall semester:
Felix George Hamza-Lup, Computer Science
Shundong Bi, Biology
The following employees have joined the university:
Robert Deemer, analyst, Budget Planning, began July 11.
Jennifer Trimble, assistant director, Housing and Residence Life,
began July 11.
Mary Greb, events coordinator, President’s Office, began July 18.
Amber Valentine, assistant director of orientation programming,
Advising and Testing Center, began August 1.
Lillian Clemons, coordinator of Student Technology Services,
Academic Technology Services, began August 1.
Martin Adamson, utility plant operator, Samuel W. Jack Cogeneration
Plant, began August 10.
The following are in new positions:
Susan Smith, Provost’s Office from National Emergency and Disaster
Information Center
Sherry Brown, clerk typist 3 from clerk typist 2 in the Purchasing
Office
Barbara Wodowski, clerk typist 3 in the Criminal Justice Training
Center from clerk typist 2 in the Career and Technical Personnel
Preparation Center
Melissa Bair, clerk typist 2 in Geography and Regional Planning from
clerk typist 1 in the Digital Language Studio
Carol Newcomer, clerk typist 3 from clerk typist 2, Management
Department

ling Insider Attacks,” while
Layton presented “The Effects
of Multiple Method Learning in
Secondary Language Acquisition.”
Robert E. Cook Honors
College student Shelley Cook is
serving as a summer intern with
the U.S. Department of Labor.
The political science and journalism major is participating in the
department’s highly competitive
internship program that selects
fifty interns each summer from
several hundred applicants. She
has completed internships in the
U.S. Army’s public affairs office at
Fort Knox, Ky., and this fall will
intern for the speaker of the
Pennsylvania House of
Representatives.
Six members of the university’s Jewish Student Union
embarked on a two-week tour
of Israel to study their Jewish
heritage. The group, whose
trip was sponsored by TaglitBirthright Israel, included Ira
Goldberg, David Levenson,
Brian McElwain, Caitlyn
Rosenthal, Heather Brodsky,
and Ariel Hochman. 

Student Dies in Iraq
Marine Lance Cpl. Ryan Kovacicek, a sophomore in the Criminology Department, was killed in Iraq last month. He was serving with
the Marine Reserve’s Company K, 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment,
4th Marine Division, based in Moundsville, W.Va.
The university will hold a memorial service in the fall semester. 

Tenure Awards
The following faculty members have been awarded tenure:
Abdul-Jawad Abuel-Haija, Physics
Alan Baumler, History
Stuart Chandler, Religious Studies
Chauna Craig, English
Caleb Finegan, History
Alan Gart, Finance and Legal Studies
Arden Hamer, Learning Enhancement Center
Robert Heasley, Sociology
Kimberely Husenits, Psychology
Robert Kostelnik, Health and Physical Education
James Lenze, Communications Media
Fuyuko Matsubara, Art
Sally McCombie, Human Development and Environmental Studies
William Nicholson, Professional Studies in Education
Therese O’Neil, Computer Science
Jennifer Roberts, Criminology
Lydia Rodriguez, Spanish
Laurie Roehrich, Psychology
Cora Lou Sherburne, Psychology
Therese Wacker, Music
Leann Wilkie, Technology Support and Training 

Guest Economist

The following have resigned:
Emily Ryan, Athletics (Swimming), June 30
Anthony Zambotti, Athletics (Baseball), June 30
Jack Lee, Technology Support and Training, July 20
Christine Zuzack, Financial Aid, July 22
Robin Rishel, Counseling, August 16
Patricia Wesley, English, August 19 

State Representative Dave Reed
served as a guest lecturer in the
economics course offered to visiting high school students who
participated in the Summer
Honors Program.The Summer
Honors Program is sponsored
annually by the Robert E. Cook
Honors College. An alumnus,
Reed is a member of the Honors
College’s first graduating class
in 2000.

HR Officers Discuss
Response-ability
As host of the State System of
Higher Education’s Human
Resources Conference this
summer, IUP entertained personnel officers from the fourteen
member institutions and the
Chancellor’s Office.
“The conference provided
an opportunity for human
resources operations from
across the System to get better
acquainted, discuss operational
concerns, receive an update
on changes affecting human
resources systemwide, and
update their understanding and
awareness of current trends
and new directions in human

resources management,” said
Kathleen Manion, classification
manager in the Human Resources Office and conference
coordinator.
The conference’s focus was
Accepting Responsibility and
Enhancing Reponse-ability;
featured speakers addressed
subjects such as effective performance, higher education
employment litigation, building
a respectful workplace, classification grievances, and attracting
the right job candidates. 

News to Note
Wahr Hall will not be used as a traditional residence hall during the
upcoming academic year. The initial plan was to house students in
Wahr one more year before demolition in May, 2006. However, because
of the construction schedule for the first phase of the residential master plan, the timeline must be adjusted. Although Wahr will be used for
housing some residents on a very limited basis this fall, it will be
vacated for spring semester.
The IUP Golf Scramble, an event for faculty and staff held
annually for the last twenty years, will take place on September 30 at
Meadow Lane Golf Course. Details will be made available through
e-mail at the beginning of the Fall semester. 
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Chapters: Alumni Relations
Looks to Refocus Regional Efforts

PHOTO COURTESY OF GENESEE AND WYOMING, INC.

and various subcommittees that
will initiate activities such as
admissions recruitment, social
and career networking, legislative affairs, and fundraising
on behalf of the university.
Each will be asked to establish
a scholarship fund. While the
Harrisburg chapter has been
active—annually sponsoring a
sports card show that benefits
scholarships, for example—
it will be reorganized.
“Florida also falls into the
mix, but because of the vast
number of alumni spread all over
the state—more than 3,000—
the chapter will be structured
a little differently,” Lyttle said.
“Of course, the Indiana County
Chapter, as it has always existed,
has played an important role
for the university, and it will
continue to maintain its presence
locally. 

Numerous dignitaries, including Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell, visited Indiana last month to mark the advent
of trains moving coal through Indiana from mines in Armstrong County to the Edison Mission Energy’s Homer City
generating station.This is the first time trains of any kind have passed along the campus’s border in more than
twelve years.“The development represents commitment on my part and that of the university for advancing and
developing a true partnership in the Indiana region,” said President Tony Atwater, shown shaking hands with the
governor.“We look forward to additional, significant partnership opportunities in the years ahead.”

August 20
• Move-in for students who
participate in College
Undergraduate Success Program
(CUSP).
August 26
• State of the University Address
by President Atwater, 9:00 a.m.;
continental breakfast follows,
Fisher Auditorium.
• Reception for all employees,
Folger Dining Hall, 4:00 to
6:00 p.m.
August 27
• University move-in for most
students.
• Football Home Opener vs.
Millersville, 7:00 p.m. IUP Athletic
Hall of Fame inductees honored
at halftime.
August 29
• Fall Semester Classes Begin
• Fall Drop/Add Begins

Active chapters of the IUP
Alumni Association are not new
at IUP, but according to Mary Jo
Lyttle, director of Alumni
Relations and executive director
of the association, there is an
increased emphasis on chapter
development.“If we inform and
involve our alumni through
chapter activities, we will further
build alumni stewardship and
support for the university,” Lyttle
said.“This is not new, but we are
focusing our efforts on building
new and existing networks.”
New chapters will be established or revitalized this coming
academic year in Pittsburgh;
Philadelphia; New York; Washington, D.C.; and Harrisburg.
Each will have a core committee

Railroad Ribbon Cutting

September 10
• University Museum Gala
September 16
• Council of Trustees Meetings
September 30
• IUP Golf Scramble
October 5-8
• Presidential Inauguration
October 6-8
• Homecoming
November 4-6
• Family Weekend

For all dates and events, see the online Central
Calendar by accessing www.iup.edu; follow the link
marked “Calendar.”
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