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II.

III.

Course Syllabus

Catalog Description
RS 410 H;story of Christian Thought I

The development of christian thought approached through on in-

3 credits

depth study of selected writings from the early Church Fathers
to the Protestant Reformers,

Course Objectives

1.
2.
3.

Students will 1learn the historical development of

christian thought in relation to Westernm civilization.
Students will read original source material and gain
first hand knowledge of major christian theologians.
Students will demonstrate a critical understanding of
contributions and weaknesses of each major theologian.

Course Outline
Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Early Church (15 lectures)

1.

1) Justin Martyr

2) Irenaeus

3) Tertullian

4) Origen

5) Augustine h
6) John of Damascus

7) The Ecumenical

Scholasticism and Mysticism in the Middle Ages (11
lectures)

g8) Anselm

9) Abelard

10) Bernard of Clairvaux

11) Peter Lombard

12) PFrancis of Assisi

13) Thomas Aquinas

14) Duns Scotus

15) Wwilliam Ockham

16) Catherine of Siena

17) Jan van Ruysbroeck

18) Thomas a' Kempis

19) Nicholas of Cusa

Reformation and Post Reformation (13 lectures)
20) Martin Luther

21) Philipp .Melanchthon

22) John Calvin

23) BHeinrich Bullinger

24) Thomas Cranmer

25) Richard Hooker

26) The Council of Trent

27) Menno Simons :
28) The Westminster Confess;on of Falth
29) Robert Barclay

30) John Wesley

31)

Jonathan Edwards



IV. Evaluation Methods
The final grade for the course will be determined as follows:
90% 3 tests (essay questions)
10% 1 oral/written report., Each student will be
' assigned a topic for
research and give an oral
pPresentation.

V. Required Textbooks
. Hugh T. Kerr, ed., Readings in Christian Thought. Abindon

Press, Nashville, Tenn. _ , ik
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| LIBERAL STUDIES COU?RSE AFPROVAL FORM

ABout this form: Use this form only if you wish to have a course ineiuded [or Liberal Smgig
credit. The form is intended to assist you in developing your course tc meet the university's
Criteria for Liberat Studies, and o arrange your propesal in 2 standard order {or consideration BY
the LSC and the UWUCE. If you have questioas, coatact the Liberal Studies Office, 353 Sutton Hall: .
teiennone, 357-5715.

De 2ot use this form for tecanical. prefessicnal, or gre-grefessional courses or for remedial

courses. goge of which is eligible {or Liberal Studies. Do aot use this form for sections of the
synthesis course or for vriting-inteasive secticns; differeat forms will be available {or those.

PART I BASIC INFORMATION

A. For whica catezory(ies) ars you propesing the course? Check all
that a3331y.

LEARNTNG SEILLS ==
— Firmt Eaglish Composition Course
— Second Eaglish Composition Course
— Mathematice
TJOWLEEGE AREAS
Bumanities: Sistory
— 2 Humanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
—— Bumaaities: Litecature .
— Fine Acts
— Natural Scieaces: Laboratory Course . S
—— Namral Scieaces: Non-laboratory Course ' L
—— Social Scieacss . e
- e Heaith and Wellness
Noa-Westera Cultures

v . Liberal Studies tlective . ' ' R
B. Ars you raquesting reguiar or provisional approval for this coursa?
—Z_Raguiar

Provisional (limitaticas appty, se= instructions)

C. Douring the traasition from General Education to Liberal Stadies, " " T
should this courss be listed 23 3o approved substituts for & carreat * *
Generz! Educstion cour=e. tous alloving it to meet sny remaining &
General Educstion aeeds? yes Y _no : o

17 so. vhich Geznersl Education course(s)? : — *-,:" .*_‘-" "._"\?.-"'f--

Ls-1 —3/338
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART 11, WHICT LIBERAL STUDIES GOA.[é WILL YCUR COURSE

MEZT? Caeck all that apply aad attach aa expiaaation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute to at least oge of these goals: most will
meset more thaa one. As you check them off, piease indicate whether you consider
them to be primary or secondary goals of the course. [For szxmple, a2 history course
might assume “historical conscigusness® and "acquiring a bedy of kngwiedge” as its
primar7 goals, but it 2ight alco eahance inquiry skills or fiteracy or library skills.]
Eeep in mind that o single cource is ezpected w shoulder ail by itseif the
sespoasibilicy for meeting these goals; our work is supporied and enianaced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses.

Primary  Sccsadacy
A. Iateilectnal Skills and Modes of Thinking:
1. Inquiry, abstrace logical thinking, eritical v

aaalysis, syathesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the critical process. '

h

2. Literacy—writing, reading, speaking, listening i v

3. Undersm.nding aumerical data

4, Eistorical consciousness Y

S. Scisatific inquiry

6. Values (ethical mods of thinking or application el
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking

" B. Acguiring 2 Body of Xaowiedze ar Under- v

staading Essential to an Educated Person

C. Understaading the Physical Naturs of
Hu=aa 3eings

D. Cartain Collateral Skills:
1. Use of the library

2. Use of computing tachnology

e = a—— e e m———— e e et




Liberal Studies Farm — 3

AT 10 Dofiﬁ QOR €O <'§ YRIT TRE GENE2AT =
LIBERAL STUDRIES? Please atizch answers to thes=a questions.

A. If tais is 2 witiple-secion, multiple-instrucior course, thers shoui}d he.a. basic "
equivaleacy (though not pecessarily uniformity) among the seclioas in such
thiags as objectives, content, assignments, and evaiuation. Note: this should et -
be intergreted 10 meas thar all professors must maze the same 3ssignmests or
teac: the same vay: departmests acs eacsuraged (o deveiop Lheir courses (o
allow the flexibility whick coatributes to imaginative, committed leaching aad
capitalizes on the streangths of individual facuity.

Fxat ars the stratagies t9at your depariaent will ase {3 2=surs that
basic equivalency exists? Esampies might be the establishment of
deparimental guideiines, assigament of repsonsibility to- a coordinating
com:itree, exchange and discussion of individuai instructor syllabi, periodic
meetings among iastruciors, ste. :

B. Lideral Studies courses must inciude the perspectives and contributions of ethnic
aad racial mingrities and of vomea vherever appropriate o the subject matter.
If your attached syilzbus does act x2=2s expiicit that the csurse
:eets t2is critarion, plesse appead an expianation of Ao it wiil.

1

.y iy

C. Libernl Studies courses must require the reading and use by studentsof at least _ . =

one, but’ preferably more, substantia vorks of fiction or ponfiction (as - '
distinguished from textbooks, anthojogies, workbooks, or manuais). Your
atlached sylladus most =maixs ezplicit that the csur=e meeis this -
cTitarion, ‘
[The cnly sxcestion is for sourses 7hoea primary purpese is the deveiopment of higher level
quantitxtive skills: such courses are eacouraged (0 inciude such reading but are aot
m‘:mmdomamemmedmmobieaim If you aro exercizing this .
ezcastion, yiexse justify Sers.) Ve

-

D. If this is aq introductory course intended for @ gemeral sudent audisnce, & . - . . -

should be desigaed t reflect the reality that it may weil be the only formal R
college instructinn thees smydeats will have in that discipline, inctead of being - T4t =1
dezigned a3 the fir=t courze in a major sequence. Thatis. it should inmroduce the - - -

o

discipiige to students racher than intreduce sdents into the discipline. If this —————~ ~~—;

is sucl aa introductacy €3ur=e, Aoy is it differsat from wast is ot. T
#ravided for beginaiag =3jors=?



Liberzal Sudies Farm — 4 “.

E. The Liberai Studies Criteria indicate six W3ys in which ail courses should
contribute o swdeats’ abilities. To which of t3e six will your course
coatribute? Check all that 2pply and attach 2a explanation.

—<_ 1. Confrontits @zjor etkical issues which pertain to the subject matter
realizs thae altqough “suspended judgment” is a gecessity of
intellecmmal inguiry, ope canant live for=ver in suspension; and make
ewlical choices aad tags responsibilicy for them,

£ 2. Define aad acalyzs problems, frame questions, evaluate awailabie

4 solutions, and make chojces
—<£_ 3. Communicats k2owiedge 20d exchange ideas by various forms of
) expression. in most cases writing and spesking,

- _4 Recogaize creativity aad engage in creative thinking,
. /'

—= 3. Continue learaing even afler the completion of their format
education. .

— 6. Recognize relationships berween what is being studisd aad current
- issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or eveats. :

PA3T 1V, 1O 0 COURSE = s 8]
1 CATEGORY IY ; ?

Each curriculum category has its owa set of specific criteria in addition to those
geaerally appﬁcablg. The LSC provides capies of these crana arranged in 2

Rmeets each critsrion youw chect. IT it-does aet do 0 explicitly, pleass
attacl an explanation. .
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CAEC LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES .. ..

Eaowiedze Area Criteris which the course musi aest:

Tceat concepts, thexes, aad eveats in sufficieat depth o eaable studeats to
appreciate the complezity, history, and currsat implications of what is being
studied; and aot be merely cursory coverages of lists of topics.

I\I\

Suggest the major intellectuzl questions/problems which interest practi-
tioners of a discipline aad explore critically the important thesries aad
principles preseated by the discipline. '

_‘_/.. Allow stwdeats to understand zad apply the methods of inquiry and
vocatulary commonly used in the discipline.
J
— E=courcge studeats to use and eghacce, Whersver pessibie, the composition
and mathematics sgills built in the Szill Areas of Liberal Studies.

Liberal Studies Elsclive Criteria vhich the course aust meels
—  Meetthe "Geaeral Criteria Which Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”
—*_ Notbeatechnical, professional, or pre-pr;fam'ona.! course.

E=planatiss: Agpropriate courses are to be characterized BY
learning in its broad, liberal sease ratber than in the sexse- of
technique or professional proficieacy. For instance, assuming it met
al{ the other criteria for Liberai Studies, 2 course in “Theater History™
might de appropriate, while cne in “The Craft of Set Cosstruction”
prodadly would aot: or, 3 course in "Modern American Poetry” might
be appropriate, vhile cae in “New Techniques for Teselting Writing in
the Seccadary Schools® probably would. ot o, 3 course dan "Mass
Mediz 2nd American Society® might be appropriate, wnile cne in
“Television Production Skills® probably would not; orf, 3 course in
"Human Apatomy® might be appropriate, while coe in “Strategies for
Biclogical Field Work® probably wouid sot; or, 2 course in “Beginning
Freach® might be appropriate, while one in “Practical Metbods for
Peofessional Transiators® probahiy wouild sot.

LS-2 EL-3/33
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CIEX LIST — HUMANITIES; RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Kaowiedge Acres Criteria which the course must meet:

v/

——=— Treat concepts, themes, aad eveats in sufficient depth W eaable studeats to
appreciate tRe complexity, history, aad cur—eat implications of what s being
\/ studied: aad 20t be merely €ursory coverzses of lists of tapics.
—— Suggest the major intellectual questions/problems which interest practi-
tiogers of a discipiine and explore critically the imporaat theories and
principles preseatad by the discipline.

J Allow studeats to uaderstaad 2ad apply the methads® of inquiry aad
vocabulary commonly used in the discipline.
Y/

—~— Ezcourage studezts to vse and eahaace, vherever possible, the composition
agd mazhematics sgills built ia the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies,

Religious Studies Criteria which the course must meet:

Introduce students to the swudy of ‘religion as a mexas to understanding
Westera cultuss aad, theres, ore, to ugdesstanding themsejves,

Provide 2 balanced, critical, aonsectarian ezamination or reﬁg{oa.

Exphasize an interdisciplinary approach to the study of religion.

NN

Iavestigate the natyre of religion and the forms of jts ezpression, or the
foundational roots aad deveiopmeat of ame ar more Vestern religious

tradition(s) over a significant time spaa.

Investigate relationships with non-Western traditions and cultures whers
agoropriate.

Give due attention to the celigious involvemeat and perspectives of vomeqn
axd minorities, )

| <] |

Acguaiat studeats with reﬁgit;us texts 2ad documents as appropriate, aad
eacourage the development of independent judgment and eritical evaluation
of moral issues raised by these texts and by religious thinkers,

IS-23S —~5/33



Liberal Studies Course, Approval Form: Explanations
RS 410 History of Christian Thought, I

Part One: Basic Information

Please refer to items checked.

Part Two: Liberal Studies Goals

Al. The thought of each theologian is critically examined in terms
of methodology, theological basis, doctrines, and application
to religious practices. The contributions and weaknesses of
each theclogian are critically evaluated,

22, Literacy is strengthened through reading assignment, research
project, and discussion in class.

A3, Na

A4. The course deals with the historical development of Christian
thought #rom the early Church Fathers to the Protestant
Reformers.

AS. The course approach is an objective, academic, critical
inquiry.

A6. Ethical values and application are related to the religious
doctrines of each theologian.

A7. Na

B. The Judaic Christian tradition is a decisive factor for the
formation of the Western culture. The course provides an
opportunity for self understanding.

c. NA

D. Use of the library is necessary for writing a research paper,

Part Three: General Criteria ?or Liberal Studies

a, Not a multiple-section course. PM.,LC;, Meé*t-%} cq,// occu &
lusbechrs b assun Qmaconeliby 1l Ho Gutert o A Perate Ay ek, 3
B. A female mystic (Catherine of Siena) is included.

C. See the Syllabus.
D. Nct an introductory course.
El., Students are encouraged to make their own ethical choices

rather than blind acceptance of the ethical teachings of each
theologian.

R T



E2. See 21,

E3. See A2.

E4. Through the examinaticn of the creative thinking of great
theologians, students are encouraged to present their own
Creative understanding of Christianity.

E5. Theological task is endless. Students are asked to relate
their religious belief to the changing world.

E6. A living religion must constantly interact with society and
culture, There can be a mutual enrichment and cooperation =
between religion and society.

Part Four: Meeting The Criteria For The Curriculum Category

Rnowledge Area Criteria -- See Al, A2, E4, E5, E6
Liberal Studies Elective Criteria --
1. See Part III.

2. This course is both for majocrs and non-majors. It is not a
technical, professional, or pre-professional course.



