Social Studies Education
Student Teaching Part II Rubric
NCSS Themes

PLANNING
Exceeds
(E)

Systematically designs
exceptionally detailed and
well-constructed units and
lessons that thoroughly
develop the NCSS theme.
Systematically selects
content, key ideas and
concepts appropriate to the
NCSS theme that are
comprehensive, explore
complex interconnections,
reflect conceptual
understanding of the subject
matter.
Systematically plans
instructional strategies and
meaningful learning
experiences appropriate to
the discipline* that target
multiple levels of learning,
challenge all learners, and
facilitate learning of content
relevant to the NCSS theme.

Acceptable High
(AH)

Acceptable Low
(AL)

Designs thorough units and
lessons that adequately
develop the NCSS theme.

Writes unit and lesson plans
that address the NCSS theme
tangentially.

Selects content, key ideas and
concepts appropriate to the
NCSS theme that are
comprehensive, discuss
interconnections and reflect
an understanding of the
subject matter.

Content, key ideas and
concepts only minimally
address the NCSS theme
and/or is primarily drawn
from the textbook alone.

Plans instructional strategies
and learning activities
appropriate to the discipline*
that target several levels of
learning, challenge all
learners and facilitate
learning of content relevant
to the NCSS theme.

Relies heavily on teacherdirected instruction, and/or
uses a limited range of
learning activities that can
help only select students
learn.

Unacceptable
(U)

Writes unit and lesson plans
that do not address the NCSS
theme, do not develop it in a
meaningful way, or do not
address it where it should be
taught.
Content, key ideas and
concepts contain errors
and/or do not show
conceptual understanding.

No Opportunity To Assess
(NOTA)

Because teacher candidates
may not teach the subjects
for which certain themes are
most relevant, there may not
be opportunity to assess the
teacher candidate’s planning
and teaching in those NCSS
themes.

Does not design consistently
discipline-appropriate
activities that engage
students in learning.

*These may include, but are not limited to, simulations, debates, primary source analyses, writing from different perspectives, source evaluation, map analysis
and data interpretation.

TEACHING
Exceeds
(E)

Systematically and clearly
delivers multiple challenging
and engaging learning
experiences that enable all
learners to attain the stated
learning outcomes
appropriate to the discipline
and the NCSS theme. Where
appropriate, examines
material from multiple
perspectives, and facilitates
the development of higherlevel thinking skills in all
learners. And/or effectively
implements activities
appropriate to social studies.*
Consistently shows a
command of facts and skills,
and demonstrates conceptual
understanding of material
relevant to the NCSS theme.

Acceptable High
(AH)

Delivers challenging learning
experiences that enable all
learners to learn the content
material and skills relevant to
the NCSS theme. Where
appropriate, introduces
alternative perspectives, and
helps all learners attain
higher-level thinking skills.
Introduces learners to skills
and activities appropriate to
social studies.*

Acceptable Low
(AL)

Delivers lessons that
introduce factual content
and/or reach only select
groups of learners.
Shows knowledge of basic
facts, although conceptual
understanding may be
lacking.

Unacceptable
(U)

Uses instructional strategies
and activities that are not
always appropriate to the
content being taught.
Material relevant to NCSS
theme is not taught or not
fully developed.
Does not develop concepts in
lessons, and/or makes factual
mistakes with basic content.

No Opportunity To Assess
(NOTA)

Because teacher candidates
may not teach the subjects
for which certain themes are
most relevant, there may not
be opportunity to assess the
teacher candidate’s planning
and teaching in those NCSS
themes.

Shows accurate knowledge of
basic facts and skills, and
demonstrates conceptual
understanding material
relevant to the NCSS theme.

*These may include, but are not limited to, simulations, debates, primary source analyses, writing from different perspectives, source evaluation, map analysis
and data interpretation.

