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Coordinator, School Psychology Certification Program

The School Psychology comprehensive examination will be conducted on Thursday, May 31, and Friday,
June 1, 2007, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the ATT Lab (Davis Computer Lab).
The guidelines for the comprehensive examination are presented for your information and study.
A.

Competency areas to be evaluated are as follows:
Thursday (May 31)
1. Socialization and Student Diversity (Dr. Kovaleski)
2. Learning and Consultation (Dr. Runge)
3. Data Based Decision-Making and Accountability (Dr. McLaughlin)
Friday (June 1)
4. Professional School Psychology/Legal and Ethical Issues (Dr. Black)
5. Research and Program Evaluation (Dr. Staszkiewicz)
6. Counseling (Dr. McGowan)
There will be three questions/day according to the following schedule:
8:30 – 10:00
Question #1
10:00 – 11:30 Question #2
11:30 – 12:30 Lunch
12:30 – 2:00
Question #3

B.

The individual competency areas are scored in the following manner:
1. Pass
2. Pass with Reservation
3. Fail

C.

The school psychology committee will evaluate the overall performance of the student on the six
competency areas and rank the student’s overall performance in the following manner:
1. Pass – The student successfully completed the examination and may move to the internship
phase of the program.
2. Pass with Reservation – The student has passed the overall examination, but has not performed
to the satisfaction of the committee on one or more of the six competency areas. The student
may be required to do additional work as designed by the committee to meet competency.

3. Fail – The student has not demonstrated competency to the satisfaction of the committee.
Failure in any three areas, or any combination of four “pass with reservation” or “fail,” will be
considered a failure of the entire comprehensive examination. The student will retake the
comprehensive examination at the next scheduled examination date.
Students must pass the examination or complete deficiencies as indicated before an
internship may begin.
D.

The comprehensive examination requires that the student must answer the question(s) presented in
each of the six competency areas. Failure to respond to a competency area results in failure of the
competency and probable failure of the overall comprehensive examination.

E.

Students will identify their examination paper by a multi-digit number of their choosing. The
following are sample questions from each competency area:
1. Socialization and Student Diversity
You have been asked to consult with teachers on two students:
a. a 10 year old Latino boy who is inattentive and uncooperative in a regular classroom
b. a 15 year old girl with severe mental retardation who is displaying self-abusive behaviors
Discuss your approach to conducting functional behavioral assessments of these students. Speculate
on the results of the assessments, and describe a set of comprehensive recommendations for the
development of behavior support plans given your results.
2. Learning and Consultation
Explain how a school psychologist could use learning theory and motivational theory to facilitate
instruction with both children and adolescents with special needs and students who are not so
identified through instructional consultation.
Discuss the consultative process and the knowledge base needed for the effective instructional
consultant.
3. Data Based Decision-Making and Accountability
The proposed changes to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) suggest the need to
abolish the discrepancy formula as the primary criterion for eligibility for special education services as
a student with a Learning Disability (LD). Rather, the changes advocate a Response to Intervention
(RTI) model for eligibility determination. Based on your knowledge of the research in this area and
your practical knowledge of testing and assessment, please respond to the following questions:
a.

Does current research support the shift in eligibility criteria from a discrepancy model to
a RTI model?
b. How do the proposed changes in the eligibility criteria for LD change the evaluation
process for school psychologists, specifically the number of evaluations to be done, type
of information included in the evaluation prior to any tests being administered, types of
tests that will need to be administered, and data needed to make the overall eligibility
determination?
c. Do the proposed changes indicate that intelligence testing will no longer be necessary in
the assessment process? Please give reasons for your position.

4. Professional School Psychology/Legal and Ethical Issues
The Pennsylvania Education Secretary and Director of the Bureau of Special Education have
announced the new school codes and special education regulations. Your superintendent has
recognized that the new regulations will significantly reduce the amount of time you will spend in
individual “testing” of special education students. The superintendent has asked you to submit a
comprehensive plan to restructure the role and function of the school psychologist in the school
district.
THE PROBLEM: What does the school psychologist do in the school if one does not spend the
majority of time administering intelligence tests? Identify and briefly (concisely) discuss the various
alternative assessment and program roles that might be implemented in the schools. Your
discussions should include strengths and limitations of the approaches you select. Of the alternative
approaches you identify, select the one you would most like to implement and present the steps and
procedures involved in the carrying out your new role in the schools.
5. Research and Program Evaluation
For the Research and Evaluation comprehensive examination in the certification program in the
Educational and School Psychology Department, students will be expected to critique a research
article. Students will select FIVE of articles in advance of the examination and be prepared to
critique ONE of these articles selected at random. Information regarding the articles and format for
the critique are available online at http://www.coe.iup.edu/mjstat/.
6. Counseling
Counseling in schools is different from counseling in clinical settings. First, name at least four ways
that counseling is different in a school setting and explain thoroughly how and why it is different.
Second, provide a thorough explanation of cognitive behavior counseling being sure to include its
theoretical base, major theorists, and research regarding its effectiveness. Lastly, answer the
question, “Do cognitive behavioral interventions meet the needs of a school setting?” “Why or why
not?”
Your response will be evaluated for accuracy, thoroughness, and depth of knowledge shown.

