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What is chiropractic*?
While some of the principles of Chiropractic have been applied for centuries, the formal development of
Chiropractic as a specific healing art and science dates back only to 1895, as does Chiropractic education.
A doctor of Chiropractic is concerned with the relationship between structure, primarily the spine, and
function, primarily the nervous system of the human body, as the relationship may affect the restoration
and preservation of health. In less than 100 years, Chiropractic has developed into a recognized health
care profession. The practice of chiropractic is defined and regulated by statutes in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, six provinces of Canada, Switzerland, West Germany, and Southwest Australia.
Despite the growth of Chiropractic to the point where its services reach people throughout the United
States, there are still large portions of the country underserved by the profession.
Chiropractic is one of the three major schools of healing. These are medicine (allopathy), osteopathy, and
Chiropractic. As a school of healing, Chiropractic may be defined, in general terms, as the diagnosis and
treatment of human ailments without the use of drugs, medicine or surgery. The health science of
chiropractic is concerned with the entire environment of the body. It is based on a properly functioning
nervous system, an important part of which begins with the brain and continues through the spinal cord
which is encased in the spinal column. Virtually no part of the human body is unattended by the nervous
system.
Like other methods of healing, Chiropractic does not profess to be an all-inclusive healing art. It
acknowledges its limitations and recognizes the need for consultation and referral, and is respectfully
aware of the efficacy of other forms of therapy. The Doctor of Chiropractic is very much aware of his
obligation as a primary health care provider. Chiropractors sense their responsibility in seeking to
establish the correct interpretation of the condition of patients in order to apply effective Chiropractic
care. They proceed as any able qualified practitioner in methods of physical, clinical, laboratory and xray diagnosis.
The course leading to the degree for Doctor of Chiropractic is lengthy. It requires total commitment to
the educational process. A person wishing to pursue a career in Chiropractic should possess above
average intelligence, interest in the biological sciences, respect for people, and the willingness to serve
humanity with understanding. The person should also possess the highest qualities of integrity,
exceptional moral standards, and the ability to become a dedicated Doctor of Chiropractic who will serve
patients in a sincere and forthright manner.
The opportunities in Chiropractic practice are numerous; among them the advantage of being selfemployed, the satisfaction of serving humanity, unlimited opportunities in self-expression, leadership, and
prestige as a professional person in the community. Above all, a Doctor of Chiropractic is part of a
growing profession that is serving an ever-increasing segment of the population. In 2008 there were
49,100 Chiropractic positions in the United States with the number of positions projected to grow by 20
percent between 2008 and 2018.1 The expected growth in demand for Chiropractors together with the
inevitable losses through retirement make employment prospects for these professionals “good” through
the next decade.1
*Excerpts from New York Chiropractic College catalog
1

US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook 2010-11 Edition
(http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos071.htm)
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1st Semester
BIOL 111 Principles of Biology I
4sh
CHEM 111 General Chemistry I
4sh
HIST 19_ Am., Euro., Global History 3sh
MATH 121 Calculus I for Nat. Sci.3
4sh
15sh

CHEM
COSC
BIOL
ENGL
_____

3rd Semester
231 Organic Chemistry I
4sh
101 Micro. Computer Lit.
3sh
150 Human Anatomy
3sh
121 Humanities Literature
3sh
___ Int. Level Foreign Lang.5 3-4sh
16-17sh

5th Semester
PSYC 101 General Psychology
PHYS 111 Physics I
PHYS 121 Physics I Lab
BIOL 263 Genetics (W-Major)
MATH 216 Probability & Statistics for
Natural Sciences
PHIL/RLST Philosophy or Religion
(4th Year of 4-year program)
7th Semester
_____ ___ Writing Inten. (non-maj)
_____ ___ Free Elective
_____ ___ Free Elective
_____ ___ Free Elective
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3

4

5

6

3sh
3sh
1sh
3sh
3sh
3sh
16sh

3-4sh
3-4sh
3sh
3sh
12-14sh

BIOL
CHEM
MUHI
ARHI
THTR
DANC
ENGL

CHEM
CHEM
BIOL
_____
_____

BIOL
PHYS
PHYS
_____
ENGL
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

2nd Semester
112 Principles of Biology II
112 General Chemistry II
101 Intro to Music (or
101 Intro to Art or
101 Intro to Theater or
102 Intro to Dance)
101 Composition I

4sh
4sh
3sh

3sh
14sh

4th Semester
232 Organic Chemistry II (or
4sh
351 Biochemistry)
151 Human Physiology
4sh
4
143 “Dimensions of Wellness” 3sh
___ Int. Level Foreign Lang. 3-4sh
14-15sh
6th Semester
241 General Microbiology
112 Physics II
122 Physics Lab
___ Social Science Elective
202 English Composition II
___ Social Science Elective6

___
___
___
___
___

8th Semester
Free Elective
Free Elective
Free Elective
Free Elective
Free Elective

3sh
3sh
1sh
3sh
3sh
3sh
16sh

3sh
3sh
3sh
3sh
3sh
15sh

Admission into accelerated three-year programs possible at affiliated schools including: New York Chiropractic College
(NYCC), Logan Chiropractic College, Palmer Chiropractic College, Sherman College of Straight Chiropractic, or Parker
College of Chiropractic. A maximum of 30sh of work may be transferred after the first year at one of the affiliated
chiropractic school programs. Upon the completion of the first year of studies at one of the listed schools, a transcript from the
school is to be sent by the student to the Dean of the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics with a note requesting
application materials for graduation
MATH 121 is the required course, but the outcome of the math placement exam will determine if a prerequisite course is
required (either MATH 105, or MATH 100 and MATH 105).
Either HPED 143 (Health and Wellness), FDNT 143 (Nutrition and Wellness), NURS 143 (Healthy People), or both MLSC
101 (Introduction to Military Science) and MLSC 102 (Fundamentals of Military Science) fulfill this requirement.
Foreign Language must be passed through the intermediate level. If elementary foreign language is taken prior to the
intermediate level, those credits will count as free electives. The courses, either College French I & II, German III & IV, or
Elementary Spanish II and Intermediate Spanish, count as Liberal Studies electives.
Student should select a course that will satisfy the Liberal Studies “Global and Multicultural Awareness” Requirement.

