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PaT TAN'’s Mission

The mission of the Pennsylvania
Training and Technical Assistance
Network (PaTTAN) is to support the
efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of
Special Education, and to build the
capacity of local educational agencies
to serve students who receive special
education services.



PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

Our goal for each child is to ensure
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
teams begin with the general
education setting with the use of
Supplementary Aids and Services
before considering a
more restrictive environment.



Agenda

* 3:30 Introduction/Background
* 3:40 Functional Vision Assessment
* 3:55 Learning Media Assessment

* 4:10 Expanded Core Curriculum Needs
Assessment

* 4:25 Wrap up/Q&A



Student Characteristics

* Low incidence/heterogeneous population
* Visual impairment
ABlind
ALow vision
* Access to instructional materials and testing
AVisual access (print/pictures)
AAuditory access

ATactual access (braille/graphics)
ACombination of access and/or accommodations



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* IDEA

— § 300.8 Child with a disability.
(c) Definitions of disability terms.
(13) Visual impairment including blindness means
an impairment in vision that, even with
correction, adversely affects a child’s

educational performance. The term includes
both partial sight and blindness.



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* IDEA

— § 300.324 Development, review, and revision of IEP

(iii) In the case of a child who is blind or visually impaired, provide
for instruction in Braille and the use of Braille unless the IEP Team
determines, after an evaluation of the child’s reading and writing
skills, needs, and appropriate reading and writing media (including
an evaluation of the child’s future needs for instruction in Braille
or the use of Braille), that instruction in Braille or the use of
Braille is not appropriate for the child;



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* Chapter 14
— § 14.131. IEP

(i) Blind-visually impaired support. Services for students with the
disability of visual impairment including blindness, who require
services to address needs primarily in the areas of accessing print
and other visually-presented materials, orientation and mobility,
accessing public and private accommodations, or use of assistive
technologies designed for individuals with visual impairments or
blindness. For students who are blind or visually impaired, the IEP
must include a description of the instruction in Braille and the use
of Braille unless the |IEP team determines, after the evaluation of
the child's reading and writing needs, and appropriate reading and
writing media, the extent to which Braille will be taught and used
for the student's learning materials.



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* Pennsylvania School Age IEP (Annotated)

I. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS THE IEP TEAM MUST CONSIDER BEFORE

DEVELOPING THE IEP. ANY FACTORS CHECKED AS “YES” MUST BE ADDRESSED
IN THE IEP.

* Is the student blind or visually impaired?

1 Yes — The IEP must include a description of the instruction in Braille and
the use of Braille unless the IEP team determines, after an evaluation of the
student’s reading and writing skills, needs, and appropriate reading and
writing media (including an evaluation of the student’s future needs for
instruction in Braille or the use of Braille), that instruction in Braille or the
use of Braille is not appropriate for the student.

] No



Legal Definitions/Requirements

ANNOTATION:

* Braille instruction and materials must be provided to any
student who is identified as having visual impairment
unless the IEP team determines that instruction in braille
or the use of braille is not appropriate for the student.
This is determined after conducting an evaluation of and
analyzing the student’s reading, writing and computing
skills, needs and appropriate literacy media including the
student’s future needs.



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* A learning media assessment (LMA) is one way to make
this decision.

* Results of the LMA should be incorporated into the I|EP,
documenting the student’s present need for braille and
likelihood of future need.

* The LMA includes a variety of indicators such as:

— Clinical information documenting medical information about the
student’s medical condition and visual prognosis

— A functional vision assessment, which assesses the student’s use

of vision



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* Documentation of the student’s use of sensory channels
to acquire information, and:

* The student’s ability to read, write and compute (for
both short and sustained duration).

The |EP team should adopt a systematic method of
documenting this information for all children with visual
impairments, including children with multiple disabilities.



Legal Definitions/Requirements

* IDEA

— § 300.8 Child with a disability.
(c) Definitions of disability terms.
(13) Visual impairment including blindness means
an impairment in vision that, even with
correction, adversely affects a child’s

educational performance. The term includes
both partial sight and blindness.



Discussion

The difference between vision therapy and educational
services to students with visual impairments:

* Vision therapy is based on a medical diagnosis.

* Vision therapy must be conducted by a trained vision
therapist under the direction of an eye-care professional.

* Teachers of students with visual impairments (TVls) are
not vision therapists and do not receive any training in
vision therapy.

* TViIs are responsible for teaching compensatory and
specific educational skills to students with visual

impairments as determined by the student’s |EP.



Essential Assessments for Students

 Functional Vision Assessment
* Learning Media Assessment

* Expanded Core Curriculum Needs Assessment



Pyschoeducational Assessment

* Selected Assessments That Are Used For Young
Children Who Are Visually Impaired

http://www.tsbvi.edu/instructional-resources/3294-selected-
assessments-that-are-used-for-young-children-who-are-
visually-impaired

* Collaborative Assessment: Working with Students Who
Are Blind or Visually Impaired, Including Those with
Additional Disabilities

http://www?2.afb.org/store/product.asp?sku=Collab&mscssid
=]D4BG6WCFD2N8PM/788M8067XAC1587G2
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Pyschoeducational Assessment

* Diagnostic Assessment Considerations for Students who
are Blind and Visually Impaired

http://www.nmsbvi.k|2.nm.us/MENTORSHIP/Tips7%20&%20
Strategies/Diagnostic%20Assessment%20Considerations.pdf

* Position Paper: Intelligence Testing of Individuals VWho
Are Blind or Visually Impaired

http://www.aph.org/tests/intelligencetesting.html
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Pyschoeducational Assessment

* Bradley-Johnson, S., & Morgan, S. K. (2008).
Psychoeducational assessment of students who are
visually impaired or blind: Infancy through high school
(3rd ed.). Houston, TX: Region IV Educational Service

Center.
http://www.region4store.com/Catalog.aspx?itmid=348594



http://www.region4store.com/Catalog.aspx?itmid=348594

Functional Vision Assessment (FVA)

* Functional vision: how well a student uses visual
information to perform various tasks in various
environments.

* Functional vision assessment: an ongoing process of
interviews, observations and assessments to determine a
student’s level of functional vision.

* In the field of visual impairment, functional vision
assessment is almost always paired with a learning media
assessment (often considered one assessment).



Functional Vision Assessment (FVA):

———(LCENE ReSOUrCES

* Functional Vision Learning Media Assessment: American
Printing House for the Blind:

http://shop.aph.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/Product FVL
MA%20Kit:7%20Functional%20Vision%20and%20Learning%?2
OMedia%20Assessment_7-96151-00P_10001 11051

* Looking to Learn: American Foundation for the Blind:

http://www?2.afb.org/store/product.asp?sku=978%2D0%2D8
9128%2D346%2D | &mscssid=M]OA4VWBTVWV3|9]128EM5N
BGPLC9PBTCI
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Functional Vision Assessment (FVA):

 Essential Assessments for Children who are Blind or
Visually Impaired Rubric:

http://www.earubric.com/index.html

* Pennsylvania’s Approach to the National Agenda (PANA)
Brochure on Assessment:

http://www.panationalagenda.com/PDF/PANA%20G6%20As
sessment%204-| | -wb.pdf
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Functional Vision Assessment (FVA)

* Assessment Protocol:
— Review of Records and eye-care professional reports
— Interviews
— Observations
— Appearance of the eyes
— Visual reflexes
— Visual response to light
— Visual response to objects
— Muscle imbalance

— Eye preference



Functional Vision Assessment (FVA)

* Assessment Protocol:
— Behavioral abnormalities
— Peripheral and central fields
— Color and contrast discrimination
— Light sensitivity and preference
— Depth perception
— Developmental and visual perception screening
— Near acuity and discrimination
— Identification of common objects
— Distance acuity and discrimination

— Oculomotor behaviors (fixation, convergence, tracing, tracking,
scanning, shifting gaze)



Learning Media Assessment (LMA)

* The learning media assessment (LMA) is "an objective process of

systematically selecting learning and literacy media" (Koenig and
Holbrook).

* The LMA gathers three types of information on each student:

The efficiency with which the student gathers information from various
sensory channels: visual, tactual, and auditory

The types of general learning media the student uses, or will use, to
accomplish learning tasks

The literacy media the student will use for reading and writing



Learning Media Assessment (LMA):

* Functional Vision Learning Media Assessment: American
Printing House for the Blind:

http://shop.aph.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/Product FVL
MA%20Kit:7%20Functional?%20Vision%20and7%20Learning%?2
OMedia%20Assessment_/7-96151-00P_10001 11051

* Looking to Learn: American Foundation for the Blind:

http://www?2.afb.org/store/product.asp?sku=978%2D0%2D8
9128%2D346%2D | &mscssid=MJOA4VVBTVWV3|9|128EM5N
BGPLCO9PBTCI
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Learning Media Assessment (LMA):

* Sensory Learning Kit (SLK): American Printing House for
the Blind

http://shop.aph.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/Product_Sen
sory%20Learning?%20Kit7%20(SLK) 1-0861 1-
OOP_10001_ 11051

 Essential Assessments for Children who are Blind or
Visually Impaired Rubric:

http://www.earubric.com/index.html
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Learning Media Assessment (LMA):

* Learning Media Assessment (Koenig and Holbrook)

http://www.tsbvi.edu/curriculum-a-publications/3/1037-

learning-meadia-assessment-a-resource-guide-for-teachers-
2nd-ed
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OVERVIEW

* General learning media include both
instructional materials and instructional
methods

* Literacy media include the range of tools for
reading and writing in both print and braille.



LEARNING MEDIA
mltma b2 LIENT OVERVIEW

* A conventional literacy program teaches e
academic literacy skills, such as reading and

responding to literature and writing papers. 4
E g

* A functional literacy program focuses on
survival reading and writing skills needed for
increased independence in daily life.




w2 VIENT

COMPONENTS OF LEARNING MEDIA

AR

~

|. Document the student’s use of sensory channels

2. Consider the student’s use of general learning media

3. Select the appropriate literacy media or medium



PHASES IN LEARNING MEDIA
im0 MENT

| Initial Selection of the Literacy Medium




Variables to Consider

* Print Size Assessment

* Readability of Materials

e Environments

* Functional Vision
* Reading Level of Students
* Availability of Materials



Initial Selection

* Sensory Channels

* Indicators of Readiness

* General Learning Media

* Initial Selection of the Literacy Medium



Key Sources of Information

* Use of Sensory Information
* Working Distance and Size Preferences
* Implications of Visual Condition

* Implication of Additional Disabilities

**Professional judgment is the most

critical element in interpretation of
data™*



Continuing Assessment of Literacy

B\ F<Ta VT« HE—

* Is the initial literacy medium appropriate!

* What literacy tools should be added?
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Continuing Assessment of Literacy

—mbdodiim. (cont.)

REPORT
CARD

* Visual Functioning D
* Reading Efficiency

* Academic Achievement - Formal/Informal
* Handwriting - legibility/read-back

* Literacy Tools - current and future



Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)
—maads.Assessment

* The Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) is the
body of knowledge & skills needed by
students with vision loss in order to be
successful in school & in post-graduate

pursuits as a result of unique, disability-specific
needs.

* The ECC does not replace the Core
Curriculum, it is a supplement.



Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)
—maads.Assessment

e Compensatory/functional academic skills, including
communication modes

* Orientation and Mobility
e Social Interaction

* Independent Living

* Recreation and Leisure

e Career Education

* Assistive Technology

* Sensory Efficiency

e Self-determination



Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)
_Neads Assessment: Current Resources

e Essential Assessments for Children who are Blind or
Visually Impaired Rubric — ECC Screening Tool:

http://www.earubric.com/expanded core_curriculum__
needs_screening_tool.html

* Evaluating Visually Impaired Students (Evals):

http://www.tsbvi.edu/curriculum-a-publications/3/1030-
evals-evaluating-visually-impaired-students

(includes CD with checklists)
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Essential Assessments for

—tiidents with Visual Impairments

Qand A
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