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DESCRIPTION OF CURRICULUM CHANGE:
I. Catalog Description:

TH 483 Acting Studio 3 credits

3 class hours
(3¢-01-3sh)

Prerequisites: Minimum of TH 240, permission; individual foci
have additional prerequisites

Advanced studio course offering scene practice with faculty
direction, coaching, and criticism. Specific focus of scene
work varies from semester to semester, including improvisation
techniques, sta?e dialects, audition techniques and acting for
the camera as alternating semester options. May be repeated
with a different focus each time.

2. 014 Listing:
TH 483 Acting Studio 3c-01-3sh
Prerequisites: TH 240, permission

Studio course offering scene practice with faculty direction,
coaching, and criticism. Specific type of scene work varies
from semester to semester. May be repeated.

New Listing:
TH 483 Acting Studio 3c-01-3sh

Prerequisites: Minimum of TH 240, permission; individual foci
may have additional prerequisites

Advanced studio course offering scene practice with faculty
direction, coaching, and criticism. Specific focus of scene
work varies from semester to semester, including improvisation
techniques, stage dialects, audition techniques and acting for
the camera as alternating semester options. May be repeated
with a different focus each time.

3. Justification/rational for the change:

The department feels that a better description of the types of
classes that will be offered under TH 483 Acting Studio will help
clarify this course for the students. These four topics:
Improvisation Techniques, Stage Dialects, Audition Technigques and
Acting for the Camera, are all classes that have been taught in
the past and will continue to be offered. Other options will be
available as needed.
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I. Catalog Description
TH 483 Acting Studio: Improvisation Techniques (3c-31-3sh)
Prerequisites: TH 131 and 240 (or permission)
Advanced studio course offering scene practice with
faculty direction, coaching, and criticism in
improvisational techniques.

II. Course Objectives

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the theory
and foundation of improvisation.

2. Through the use of in-class excersises, students will
demonstrate how to use improvisation and improvisational
exXxcersises as a performance skill and as a tool for
creating character.

3. Students will demonstrate how to utilize improvisation as
a tool for creating theatrical performances.

4. Students will demonstrate how to utilize improvisation as
a rehearsal tool while working on a "“traditional"
dramatic scene. '

III. Course OQOutline

- History of Improvisation (2 classes)
From "Commedia" to "Second City."

B. Improvisation Theory (3 classes)
Improvisation as a tool for expression and self-

exploration and an explanation of improvisation
terminology .

Cu Improvisational Exercises: Orientation Exercises (3
classes)
Establishing a "problem solving" approach to

improvisational work and creating an "ensemble."

D. Improvisational Exersises: "Where" Exersises (6 classes)
Exercises directed at helping student to heighten their
awareness of a scene's environment and it's effect on
action. ’

E. Improvisational Exersises: Acting with the whole body (6
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classes.)

Exersises directed at illustrating to the student how the
actor's whole body must be a vehicle for expression when
acting.

F. Improvisational Exersises: Non-Directional Blocking (3
classes)

| Exersises aimed at helping the actor experience the
importance of creating natural, purposeful stage movement

G. Improvisational Exersises: Creating a Character (12
classes.)

“Exersices aimed-at -providing- the -student with tools for
developing a character.

H. Improvisation as a Rehearsal Tool (9 classes)
Utilizing improvisational exersises and techniques,
students will rehearse and perform a scene from a
"traditional" drama.

IV. Bvaluation Methods

The final grade for this course will be determined as follows:

50% Productive participation in the daily work of the class -
including participation as an actor in improvisational
scenes and in the form of constructive criticism/
feedback.

20% Participation in a Studio Theatre pioduction of an
"improvisational" performance.

20% Performance of a scene from a "traditional" drama
rehearsed using improvisational techniques.

108 A final exam project.
V. Required textbooks, supplemental books, and readings

Supplemental: Sweet, Jeffrey. Something Wonderful Right Away

VI. Special resource requirements.
There are no special resources required for this course.
\ VII. Bibliography

Barker, Clive. _Theatre Games: A New Approach to Drama
Training.




Hodgson, John and Richards, Ernest. _Improvisation.
Spolin, Viola. Improvisation for the Theater





































