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SYLLABUS OF RECORD
Spanish 121 - Spanish for Health Care Professionals I

I. COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION

SP 121 - Spanish for Health Care Professionals I
3¢c-11-3sh

For beginning students in nursing and other health related- -
programs. Primary emphasis is on aural/oral skills.
students will learn to converse and ask questions related to
health care settings in simple present time and near future.
'They will also become acquainted with Hispanic populations

- and elements of their daily lives. Class and language lab
.attendance are Yequired.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Spanish 122 for Health Care Professionals is the final course of a
two course sequence.

1. Students will develop proficiency in Spanish so that they can
communicate specific messages in particular health care
settings as naturally and spontaneously as possible.

2. Students will learn health care terminology.

3. students will use health care terminology so that they can
communicate with patients and their families in various
situations.

4, Students will learn some aspects of Hispanic Culture in regard
to cultural values, health care and the practice of medicine.

III. COURSE OUTLINZ

Week 1: i. Introductions - Greeting the patient
2. Cognatass - Latin base of medical terms
3. The Spanish alphabet - pronunciation of sounds
4. Gender of nouns and modifiers

Week 2: Lesson 1 (Jarvis and Lebredo) "En el consultorio”

1. Filling out patient information forms

2. Interrogative words and word order in Spanish
questions

3. Present tense of resgular —-ar verbs



Week 3: Lesson 2 "En el hospital”
1. Objects in a hospital room
2. Meals in a hospital
3. Present tense of ser and regular -er and -ir verbs
4. Telling time
*class in simulation lab to identify objects in a
hospital room

Week 4: Lesson 3 "En el consultorio de la doctora Méndez,
pediatra”
1. Parts of the body - exterior front and back views
2. Present tense of estar, ir, and dar.
3. Expressing the future with ir + a + infinitive
4. Use of tu and usted forms of address

Week 5: EXAM — LESSONS 1-3

..-Lesson 4 "Con el ginecdlogo" )
"l. Parts of body: the reproductive organs
2. Present tense of the verb tener
3. Tener to tell age; other tener expressions

Week 6: Lesson 5: YEn la clinica y cuidados en el domicilio"
1. Common diseases and vaccinations
2. Parts of the body ~ the eye and the ear
3. Hay :
* class in simulation lab-to role play health
professional/patient situations

Week 7: Lesson 5 (cont.) )
1. Dealing with older patients at home
2. Ser and estar with adjectives

MIDTERM EXAM — LESSONS 1-5

Week 8: Lesson 6 "Con la dietista" :
1. Food and food groups - a well balanced diet
2. Parts of body - the skeleton
3. Hacer expressions; deber plus infinitive
4. Present tense of ie stem changing verbs

Week 9: Lesson 7 "En el centro de planificacidén de familia"
1. Family planning and fertility problems
2. Present tense of ue and i stem changing verbs
3. Irregular yo forms in the present

Week 10: Lesson 8: "Un examen fisico"
1. Physical examination, family history, and symptoms.
2. Parts of the body: the head
3. Indirect object pronouns with doler, gustar, and
molestar.

EXAM - LESSONS 6-8



Week 11: Lesson 9: "El aparato respiratorio" .

Week 12: Lesson 10: "En la sala de emergencia"

1. Respiratory diseases
2. Parts of the body - the respiratory system
3. Affirmative and negative formal commands

1. Procedures and tests in the emergency room.
2. Talking about the past: regular verbs in the
preterite

Week 13: Lesson 10 (cont.):

1. Accidents, poisonings, fractures, burns
2. Talking about the past: irregular verbs in the
preterite

Week 14: 1. Practice various situations in the simulation lab

2. Oral interview: situations in the simulation lab

FINAL EXAM ACCORDING TO UNIVERSITY SCHEDULE

Iv.

.
D)
.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

All classroom activities will emphasize the development of
communication. A variety of techniques will be used to
enable you to participate actively in Spanish. The language
activities will be presented within different health care
contexts and will present appropriate vocabularyvy and
necessary grammatical forms.

Language learning is a skill which requires constant
practice. It is a cumulative process in which each step is
related in some manner to that which preceded it. 1In class
everyone is working to develop the same communication
skills. No one can communicate in a vacuum. As a member of
the class you are a member of a community. Your presence or
absence may affect the progress of the other community
members. According to the University Undergraduate Course
Attendance Policy (see "Undergraduate Catalog 1994-95," p.
29), all students are expected to attend class. In Spanish
121 attendance is required and roll will be taken at the
beginning of each class. Students are permitted a maximum
of 3 unexcused absences during the semester. Absences may
be excused only for (1) sickness (documentation required) or
emergency, and (2) university-spvonsored, educational
activities. Spanish department policy: for each unexcused
absence after the third, 2% points will be subtracted from
the final grade.

An essential part of the course is the practice in listening
to tapes in which native speakers use the language in
authentic contexts. Classroom activities and exams are
based on the assumption that you are practicing the speaking
and listening provided bv the tapes that accompany each

3



chaptgr in your text and lab manual. Attendance one hour per
week in the language lab is required.

Several times during the semester the class will be
conducted in the simulation lab in Sally Johnson Hall where
you will role play various health care situations between
the professional and the patient.

At the end of the semester you will demonstrate your
beginning oral skills during an oral interview with the
instructor which will demonstrate your proficiency in
aprlying the vocabulary and grammar studied.

Out of classroom assignments include study of vocabulary and
grammar, completion of written exercises and readings.

Vﬂ EVALUAT&ON PROCEDURES: DEPARTMENTAL GRADING SCALE:
"2 exams and midterm 40% - 91 - 100 A
Final Exam 20% 82 - 90 B
Quizzes+ 10% 73 - 81 C
Oral Interview 10% 64 - 72 D
Class Participation and 20% 0 - 63 F

OQutside Preparation*
+may include unannounced quizzes
*includes daily class participation grade, out of class
written assignments, and activities in the language
laboratory.
VI. REQUIRED TEXT, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND MATERIALS

Jarvis and Lebredo. Spanish for Medical Personnel. 4th ed.
Lexington: D. C. Heath, 1992.

Audiocassette Program to accompany Spanish for Medical
Personnel.

Additional materials will be provided by the instructor.
VII. SPECIAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS

There are no special resource requirements for this course.
VIII. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Burckett-Evans, Jenifer. ;Qué le pasa? Basic Spanish for
Medical Personnel. Reading, Massachusetts, 1983.

Curry, Richard et al. Carreras: Medicina. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1985.

Kay, Margarita Artschwager, et al. Southwestern Medical
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Dictionary. Tucson: U of Arizona P, 1986.

Kelz, Rochelle K. Conversational Spanish for Medical
Personnel. New York: John Wiley, 1982.

Nuevo Diccionario Médico. 2 vols. Barcelona: Planeta de
Agostini, 1988.

Orem, Dorothea E. Normas Prdcticas en enfermeria. Madrid:
Piradmide, 1979 (translation of Nursing: Theory and
Practice). .

Schmitt, Conrad J and Protase E. Woodford. Medicina y
servicios medicos. New York: McGraw Hill, 1992.

Sylvester, Nigel Grant, Lewis Wayne Perry, and Gary Paul
Glackin. Medical Readings in Spanish. New York: Holt,
‘Rinehart and Winston, 1983.

‘Tabery, Julia Jorddn et al. Communicating in Spanish for
Medical Personnel. Boston: Little Brown, 1984.

Teed, Cynthia Ann, Harold C. Raley and Jeffrey B. Barber.

Conversational Spanish for the Medical and Health
Professions. Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1983.

Wilber, Cynthia J. and Susan Lister. Medical Spanish: The
Instant Survival Guide. Menlo Park, CA: Addison Wesley,
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COURSE ANALYSIS QUESTIONNAIRE
SP 121

Details of the course

Useful for nursing students and other future health care
professionals. Provides the student with proficiency in
Spanish.

No changes needed.

No.

No.

No.

Yes: the University of New Mexico, Cornell University,
‘University of Texas at San Antonio, and California State
-University at San ‘Bernardino.

Given United States demographics, many health professionals
need to communicate in Spanish with patients and their
families who have a limited knowledge of English. Due to
time constraints, the specialized vocabulary required cannot
be covered in the regular beginning and intermediate level
Spanish courses. .

Interdisciplinary Implications

This course will be taught by one instructor in consultation
with the faculty in the Nursing Department.

This course is being proposed with the full support of the
Nursing Department who discussed and accepted the proposal.
Please see attached letter of support.

Yes,

if desired.

Implementation

Yes.

This course proposal has received the full support of

the Deans of Humanities and Social Sciences and Health and
Human Services as well as the Chairs of Spanish and
Classical Languages and Nursing. However, the Department of
Spanish and Classical Languages will not offer the course
unless it can be incorporated into the existing schedule
without extra faculty resources.

Resources are adequate. Students will be using the Foreign
Language Laboratory, and the Simulation Laboratory in Sally
Johnson Hall. Medical dictionaries and audio-visual
materials are being purchased.
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No.
Once a year, in the fall semester.
One.

Twenty-five students can be accommodated, as in other
beginning and intermediate Spanish courses.

Yes. "As professionals of foreign language instruction, we

deem the optimum class size to be 12 for adequate results in
classes where all four skills are equally stressed. 1In any

case, maximum class size should not exceed 20." Association
of Departments of Foreign Languages, 1987.

Miscellaneous



DEPARTMENT OF NURSING AND ALILIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS
INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
INDIANA, PA 15705

DATE: April 28, 1995
SUBJECT:  Support for New Courses

TO: Sally Thornton
Department of Spanish and Classical anguages

FROM: Jodell Kuzneski, Chairperson
Department of Nursing and §~S)Health Professions

It is my understanding that you are proposing two new three credit courses that will
focus on Spanish;for health care professionals. These courses would provide an
opportunity for students to learn fiealth care terminology and develop basic skills
needed to communicate with-patients and their families.

As chair of the department, I offer full support for your proposal. Spanish skills will
enhance the quality of care that health care professionals provide and will assist
students as they seek employment.

Faculty, current students and prospective students énthusiastically support your proposal
and I look forward to working in a collaborative manner with you on this endeavor.

cc:  Dr. Carleen C. Zoni, Associate Dean, College of Health & Human Services
Margaret Bellak, Coordinator, Allied Health
























