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WHAT’S IN THIS PACKET?--AN OVERVIEW

The Two Major Components of the Packet

1. A "Program Revision" that recommends adjustments in the overall
Honors College curriculum that was approved in the 1992 document,
An IUP Honors College [hereafter referred to as Honors/92].

2. Three new course proposals which comprise the 14sh humanities-
fine arts core: HC 101 Honors Core I (5sh), HC 102 Honors Core II
(Ssh), HC 201 Honors Core III (4sh).

Background/History

On December 1, 1992, the University Senate approved Honors/92, a document
prepared by a planning committee of fourteen people representing a broad
cross section of the campus and chaired by Charles Cashdollar (then
Director of Liberal Studies). In approving this document, the Senate
established the rules and regulations, governance structure, and curriculum
outline for the Honors College. Part of the approved curriculum outline
was an integrated humanities-fine arts core (14sh) to be taught by faculty
from English, fine arts, history, and philosophy-religious studies. The
Senate also accepted this "integrated" core as an "alternate track" through
16sh of the Liberal Studies requirements--the fine arts, three humanities
and the first composition courses. ‘

The Senate’s 1992 vote called for a next step--writing specific course
proposals for the humanities-fine arts core--to be carried out by
representatives of the disciplines involved. The results are the three new
course proposals you are receiving in this packet. (By establishing the
curriculum structure first and requesting specific course proposals in a
second phase, the Senate was following the same two-step model it had used
successfully for the Liberal Studies program in the 1980s.)

It is worth recalling that the Senate-approved Honors/92 did not expect the
new core courses merely to consolidate the existing Liberal Studies courses
or match them on a point-by-point basis; the unequal number of semester
hours, if nothing else, would have underscored the necessity of a different
approach. The new core courses were to be innovative integrations of the
disciplinary perspectives and were to embody goals that were distinctive to
honors work. Honors/92 provided the following directives:

This core will provide students with a more unified view of knowledge
and of their own behavior. Team teaching can be a powerful
demonstration that knowing is itself a social process that happens
among people. The core will also emphasize learning skills, ‘



especially writing, but also verbal communication and discussion
skills and critical thinking habits. It will serve to introduce
students to campus fine arts events. It will help to establish a
"community of scholars" that extends through the classroom and
residence hall and sets expectations and tone for life within the
College. It will also show students how to learn and encourage them
to take responsibility for their own learning.

How Did the Three Course Proposals Come into Being?

Honors/92 forecast the arrival of the first class of honors students in
September 1994. It was soon evident that this was much too optimistic not
only for recruitment and housing, but also for the development of the
innovative, integrated core curriculum which the Senate prescribed. Even
the more realistic, actual opening date of September 1996 put tremendous
pressure on the curriculum writers. Conceiving and implementing an
integrated, team-taught course that involved six departments and two
colleges proved to be no easy task. Fortunately, the faculty who
participated were willing to contribute long hours for committee meetings,
conversations with colleagues, and negotiations among constituencies--and
they were able to bring unusual creativity and insight to the task.

Although every effort was made to complete these proposals and submit them
in finished form to the UWUCC during the 1995-96 academic year, it turned
out to be impossible to settle all the issues in time. Fortunately (since
a superb entering class of honors students did arrive on schedule in
September 1996!), the Honors College was permitted to teach the courses on
a trial basis. While this was not a situation which anyone would have
chosen, it may have turned out, in retrospect, to be a blessing in
disguise. The chance to pilot the plan with real, rather than imagined,
students helped to expose difficulties and to suggest revisions that would
not and could not have been anticipated. The three course proposals are
the better for the delay.

Work on the conception and design of the courses began in 1994 when Honors
College director Janet Goebel assembled representatives of the
participating departments. As the course development meetings progressed
over the next two years, the roster of participants changed as sabbatical
leaves and other duties drew people in and out of the group. The following
representatives were present for part or all of the work: Gail Berlin and
Robert Curey (English), Marjorie Arnett, Barbara Blackledge, Richard
Thorell, and Annie Laurie Wheat (Fine Arts), Charles Cashdollar, Neil
Lehman, Holly Shissler, and Tamara Whited (History), and Dan Boone,
Sherrill Begres, and Kwasi Yirenkyi (Philosophy-Religious Studies). The
Honors College is grateful to them all.

The faculty who piloted the core during Fall 1996 were Professors Robert
Curey and Janet Goebel (English), Barbara Blackledge (Theater/Fine Arts),
Tamara Whited and Holly Shissler (History), and Sherrill Begres
(Philosophy-Religious Studies). In Spring 1997, the same team taught
teaching with the exception that Professor Charles Cashdollar became .the
History member. This year when both freshman and sophomore courses are
offered, Professors Richard Thorell (Music/Fine Arts), Larry Miller
(History), and Joel Mlecko (Philosophy-Religious Studies) will join the
group.



The Basic Design of the Three Core Courses--A Quick Overview

The basic design chosen for the three core courses is simple and
straightforward: the courses are organized around eight questions that have
been of perennial and central significance to humanists and fine artists.

Question A. What Do We Know? What Do We Believe?

Question B. Do Humans Need Art?

Question C. How Do We Tell the Good From the Bad-?

Question D. Do Humans Need God/Spirituality?

Question E. How Do We Create and Use the Past?

Question F. What is Language?

Question G. Must the Need for a Stable Social Order Conflict with
the Need for Individual Liberty?

Question H. Who Am I? What Makes Us Human?

Each question provides focus for one unit (or module) of work--eight in
all. The first three units (Questions A, B, and C) are in HC 101, the next
three (D, E, and F) are in HC 102, and the final two (G and H) are reserved
for the sophomore course, HC 201. As students move from unit to unit, they
work with different professors, each of whom has organized a case study or
selection of texts which demonstrate how that discipline might bring its
content and methodology to bear on the unit question. Over the three
courses, students achieve not only insight into each of the eight questions
but also experience with the materials and methods of the different
disciplines.

That’s the basic three-course format--eight units of work organized around
eight perennial questions, with students rotating among professors to
experience the participating disciplines. But, as you will see when you
examine the three course proposals themselves, the courses are richer and
more subtle than this quick look suggests. You will see that--among other
things--they also involve significant experience in writing and speaking
and in critical thinking as well as integrative activities to ensure
exchange of information and insight across disciplinary lines.

We should note parenthetically that the planners of these courses
considered, but ultimately rejected, a fairly common alternate model that
would have integrated material around a specific movement or broad time
period or event--such as "romanticism" or "the Renaissance" or "the First
World War." There were both pedagogical and practical reasons for this

decision.

Pedagogically, choosing questions as the central organizing vehicle seemed
more likely to send a powerful signal to students that while mastery of
content is important, they would be expected to engage material critically
rather than merely absorb it. Many faculty also pointed out that while any
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specific theme or block of content might work well for certain disciplines,
it might present a very unbalanced exposure to others. Moreover, the
Senate’s charge had been to create an integrated approach to the humanities
as a whole, not to send students out with a series of specialized studies
that were more appropriately reserved for upper division or synthesis
course work later on.

On a very practical level, the designers knew that faculty would be moving
in and out the courses as their departments could spare them, and that they
would be coming without release time for course preparation. Regardless of
which specific block of content was chosen, the chances of every member of
the team being able to claim ready expertise was remote. The greater.
flexibility of core questions, therefore, not only seemed preferable
pedagogically, but it also gave faculty the freedom to choose case studies
or texts that drew upon their strengths and experience.

As it has turned out, the decision to organize the core around questions
has drawn the interest of other honors programs across the country. About
dozen programs, who heard about IUP’s courses through the National
Collegiate Honors Council network, have contacted us for more information,
and one college has asked IUP representatives to come to its campus to
explain our core courses.

Proposal for Review of the Three Core Courses at the End of Two Cycles

Despite the very considerable effort that has already been put into the
three core courses, they are still very much "works in progress"--as they
should be at this point. They are evolving as the current faculty gain
more experience, and they will continue to reshape themselves as other
professors join the core faculty next year. While integrated, team-taught
honors cores can be found on other campuses and we can benefit to a certain
extent from their experience, no two campuses are ever the same. In short,
this is a new venture for us at IUP. The professors now teaching the
course make no apologies for the quality of what they are doing; they are
offering strong and challenging courses,,K but undoubtedly they will be a lot
wiser and the courses will be a lot better after we have gone through the
full sequence once or twice.

Therefore, we request that the Senate approve these three courses with
the provision that after the end of the second three-course cycle
(that is, during the Spring 1999), the Honors College will engage in
conversations both internally and with the participating departments
and colleges about the three core courses and on the basis of this
interim assessment will submit to the UWUCC either a reaffirmation of
what appears in these proposals or recommended changes; and that a
more substantial review and report to the UWUCC occur during the
Honors College’s fifth year (2000-2001)--that is, after the first
class of Honors College students graduates in May 2000. The request
is not for provisional approval but for approval with the proviso that
these evaluations will occur.



Why is the Honors College Committee Also Proposing Revisions to the Overall
Honors College Curriculum Outline?

These are attempts by the Honors College Committee to clean up certain
details in the Senate-approved Honors/92 which during implementation turned
out to be ambiguous or undefined, and to deal with certain other matters
that Honors/92 did not anticipate. Considering that the 1992 document
dealt with a very wide range of complicated, interconnected issues--from
curriculum to admissions, from governance to housing and residence life--it
would be a surprise if there were not adjustments to be made. (In a
parallel way during the late 1980s, the Senate made modifications in the
Liberal Studies Program as it proceeded through the realities of
implementation.)

These recommendations, which are spelled out in proper UWUCC "Program
Revision" format on pages 6 to 15, will achieve five things: (1) simplified
reporting of credit hours for the 14sh core; (2) clear definition for the
previously unspecified final 4sh of the core; (3) a requirement that core
faculty have training in how to help students write well; (4) improved
distribution of honors courses across the students’ four years and among
university disciplines; and (5) clarification of rules for honors students
entering after the freshman year.
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PROGRAM REVISION

Part I. Cover Sheet (attached to front of packet)
Part II. Description of Curriculum Change
1. Catalog Description

The Robert E. Cook Honors College is IUP’s university-wide honors program
for undergraduate students of all majors who are accepted into the program.
Its goal is to provide a unique educational environment in which students
of high ability and motivation can achieve their potential in a nurturing
learning community of fellow students and professors. The Honors College
makes an intentional effort to see that students and faculty are provided
with integrated courses, an appreciation for multiple perspectives on
important issues, and common learning experiences wherever possible; it
strives to see that the learning community remains cohesive with both
academic and co-curricular components throughout the four years of the
student’s honors experience.

The Robert E. Cook Honors College will provide a challenging opportunity
for academic and personal development through an integrated program of
curriculum, residence, and co-curricular activities. Plans for the
renovation of Whitmyre Hall into a combined honors residential/academic
facility which will include classrooms and program offices as well as
student rooms and co-curricular spaces are complete, with renovation
scheduled in two phases to be ultimately completed in Fall 1997.

Students in any academic major may apply for admission to the Honors
College. Students may enter the program as freshmen or later as sophomore
"transfer" students from either another university or from IUP. An
application is required and is evaluated by the Honors College Admissions

Board.
Requirements of the Program:

Students accepted into the Robert E. Cook Honors College as freshman are
required to live in Whitmyre Hall during the freshman year and are
encouraged to remain in the honors residence hall throughout their
undergraduate career as space permits. Exceptions to the freshman
residency requirements will be made only for non-traditional students
(students 25 or older or students who are married and/or have children) or
for students who reside at home with their legal guardians in the Indiana
area while at IUP. Application for exemption from the freshman residency
requirement should be made in the form of a letter to the Honors College
Director at the time of application to the program.



Students in the Honors College are required to maintain an overall QPA of
3.25.

A student who falls below the 3.25 QPA will have one semester of Honors
College probation during which he/she may attempt to raise the QPA to 3.25
and remain in good standing. Students who are dismissed from the Honors
College due to QPA may apply for readmission after having raised the QPA to
acceptable honors standards.

Course Requirements for Students Admitted as Freshmen:

Students admitted as freshmen are required to complete 23 hours of honors
work including:

14 hours: Honors College Core I, II, and III (HC 101, 102, and 201) -- a
three semester "core" sequence of 14 credit hours which replaces
Liberal Studies requirements for EN 101, EN 121, FA 100, HI 195
and either RS 100 or PH 120.

3 hours: Honors LS 499 Senior Synthesis

6 hours: An additional 6 hours of Honors College courses which must
fulfill the following requirements:

A. At least one advanced honors course (300 level or above) in
addition to LS499 ’

B. At least one honors course in a non-humanities area (the
same course might meet requirements A and B)

C. An honors course during every academic year (requirement may
be waived for students participating in study abroad or
off-campus internships)

Students are also encouraged to complete an undergraduate thesis for
graduation from the Honors College with distinction.

Course Requirements for Students Admitted as Sophomores:
Sophomore "transfer" students are required to complete 18 hours of honors

work and must meet the same course requirements as freshmen with the
exception of HC 101 and 102 from which they are exempted.



2. Summary of Changes:

2. a.

Program Previously Approved:
[(Honors/92, approved by Senate

December 1, 1992]

1. "This [first-year
humanities/fine arts] core will
be taught by a team of faculty
from English, fine arts,
history, and
philosophy-religious studies....
Four semester hours each
semester will be devoted to
Humanities I and II. One
semester hour each semester will
be in a fine arts colloquium....
Humanities I and II and the Fine
Arts Colloquium will be
integrally connected and under
the guidance of the same faculty
team." (Honors/92, p. 20)

2. "In order that honors students
will fulfill their Liberal Studies
requirement with approximately the
same number of credits as other
students, students will take another
1sh of fine arts colloquium during
their sophomore year (for a total of
3sh in fine arts). They will also
be required to take an additional
3sh humanities course at some point
before they graduate. Depending on
course availability, this additional
3sh may be an honors humanities
course or it may be a 300 or 400
level course in one of the

humanities disciplines." (Honors/92,
p. 21)
3. [No reference to criteria for

faculty teaching HC 101, HC 102, HC
201]

Table Comparing Program Previously Approved versus Proposed Revision

Proposed Revision:

1. While the principles described
here are still intact, we suggest
that the fine arts 1lsh per term not
be separated from the 4sh core
course, but that the two parts be
combined into one 5sh course.

2. A proposal that the"additional
3sh humanities course" described in
the Honors/92 be combined with the
already required 1lsh of fine arts
colloquium to create a third
semester of core (HC 201) for 4sh.

The intention is to retain the
"integrated" model of HC 101 and 102
for HC 201, with all honors students
sharing a version of the same
intellectual experience.

Students entering the Honors College
as sophomores will be required to
take HC 201; this course can be
substituted for an appropriate
Liberal Studies course or counted as
elective credit depending on course
work previously completed--see
rationale below for more detail.

3. PFaculty teaching HC 101, HC 102,
HC 201 must hold Liberal Studies
"professor commitment" writing
intensive approval. Note: HC 101,
HC 102, and HC 201 will NOT be
designated as Liberal Studies
writing-intensive (/W/) courses--see
rationale below.































































































































































































































































































































































































































































