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SAMPLE SYLLABUS OF RECORD
I.

Catalog Description
IGST 322 Manzanar: The Japanese-American Experience in the U.S.
Prerequisites: IGST 101 and 250, or permission of instructor

3 class hours
0 lab hours
3 credits
(3c-0l-3cr)

A multidisciplinary and multiperspective approach to understanding the experiences of
Japanese-Americans in the United States. Emphasizes the complex interplay of factors
such as social, political, historical, economic, judicial, and popular media that place
these experiences in context with those of other Americans. Includes a field trip.
II.

Course Outcomes:
Students will be able to
1. Explain aspects of the common experiences of Japanese-Americans in terms of
socio-economic, political, historical and other contexts.
2. Demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the historically significant events of JapaneseAmerican experiences in the U.S. to make cogent arguments
3. Analyze and discuss issues facing minority populations in the United States using
multiple sources of information.
4. Show evidence of a synthetic understanding of the Issei, Nisei, and Sansei by
assessing evidence, composing logical arguments, responding to counter arguments,
incorporating a variety of disciplines and perspectives.
5. Compare the experiences of Japanese-Americans with their own cultural
backgrounds.

III. Course Outline
A. Executive Order 9066: Civilian Exclusion Order March 31, 1942 (5 hours)
1. “There isn’t such a thing as a loyal Japanese” (General John Dewitt 1941) versus
“executive order 9066 plunged the U.S. into the ugly abyss of racism” (Supreme
Court Judge Murphy 1965)
2. Issei, Nisei, Sansei
3. Relocation Camps = Concentration Camps? (camps begun in 1939)
B. The Naturalization Act of 1790 (6 hours)
1. “Any alien person, being a free white person, may become an American citizen”
2. History of Japanese immigration to the United States
3. The social and political contexts of Japanese immigration

C. Immigration Law of 1924 (6 hours)
1. “No Japanese immigration or naturalization”--but I’ve lived here for 30 years!
2. Japanese and Japanese-Americans in California from 1900-1946
3. Japanese and Japanese-Americans in Hawaii from 1900-1946
Exam I (1 hour)
D. Manzanar and World War II (10 hours)
1. The tension between “on”--lifelong obligation of citizenship and “giri”--self respect
2. Life in the camps
a. Physical conditions: housing, guards, food production
b. Social conditions: self-government, self-education, medical care
3. Life outside the camps
a. "Americanism is not and never was a matter of race or ancestry” (President
F.D. Roosevelt, 1943)
b. No acts of sabotage or espionage
c. Nisei men in the 442nd Regimental Combat Unit (Relocation Camps)
d. Nisei men in the 100 Infantry Battalion (Hawaii)
e. Nisei men in the Military Intelligence Service (Pacific)
f. Nisei women in the WAC, Nisei women as nurses in military service and
serving with the Red Cross
g. Military service or prison
E. 1946--Free at last (2 hours)
1. Where to go?, what to do? what about my land?
2. What do I tell my children?
F. U.S. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (2 hours)
1. Is an apology necessary? Is an apology sufficient?
2. What does $20,000 buy? What is the price of being presumed guilty?
Exam 2 (1 hour)
G. Japanese-Americans in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s (4 hours)
1. The “Model” Immigrant
2. “The Melting Pot” versus “The Salad Bowl”
H. Future Manzanars (5 hours)
Could anything like this happen ever again in the U.S.A.?
Final Exam - During Final Exam Week (2 hours)
IV. Evaluation Methods
The final grade will be determined as follows:
45% Three tests-- two tests during the term and a third test during exam week. Each
test will consist of one-third multiple choice type questions, one-third shorter essays dealing

with primarily factual questions, and one-third longer essays dealing with questions that
require the student to argue pro or con a particular position using relevant facts and raising
and defeating counter arguments.
25% Synthetic essay examining the commonalities of experiences of JapaneseAmericans and other immigrant groups or minority populations (e.g., Native Americans,
African-Americans) in the U.S. from any of the following perspectives among others: political,
historical, socio-economic, literary. Each essay will be based on extensive research (at least
10 citations from fiction, non-fiction, journal articles--no “textbooks”) and will be at least 8
pages in length (excluding list of references cited). Students will turn in one draft of their
essays one week after midterm; the fully polished and fully edited paper is due four weeks
after midterm.
20% Journal of student’s reactions to required reading, films, visit to American History
Museum at the Smithsonian. Ten entries are required; journals will be collected three times
during the semester.
10% Quizzes (announced and unannounced) and writing assignments on the
readings.
V. Grading Scale
Grading Scale: A: >90% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69% F: <60%
VI. Attendance Policy
Although there is no formal attendance policy for this class, student learning is enhanced by
regular attendance and participation in class discussions.
[Note: It is recommended that an attendance policy be developed by individual faculty and
included in student syllabi. (See undergraduate catalog for Undergraduate Course
Attendance Policy.)]
VII. Required textbooks, supplemental books and readings
Armor, J., Wright, P. (2010). Manzanar. New York: Random House
Okada, J. (1957, reprinted 2005). No-no boy. Seattle: University of Washington Press.
Oyadomari, M. (2002). Banzai and bonsai. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.
Yamauchi, W. (1994). Songs my mother taught me. New York: The Feminist Press.
(All available in paperback and all on reserve in the library)
A packet of articles with selections from the following:
Daniels, R. (1968). The politics of prejudice. New York: Atheneum.
Takaki, Ronald (2011). Strangers from a different shore: A history of Asian Americans.
Boston Little Brown.
U.S. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (1983). Personal justice
denied. Washington, D.C.: US Government Printing Office.
Recent articles from publications of the Combined Asian-American Resources Project,
Journal of Asian Studies, Bulletin of the Society for the Improvement of Race Relations,
Sage, National Women’s Studies Association Bulletin, On Campus with Diversity and others.
Required viewing: “Bad Day at Black Rock” (1949)

Required field trip: American History Museum (Smithsonian) to see the exhibit on Manzanar,
“Asia Town” of Washington, DC, the Japanese Cultural Exhibition and Gardens in Baltimore,
O-Bon Dance, and play at the Asian-American Cultural Center (Saturday and/or Sunday)
VIII. Special resource requirements
Approximately $50.00 is necessary for bus fare, cost of ticket to performance, and meals for
field trip.
IX. Bibliography
Asian Women United of California (2007). Making waves: An anthology of writings by and
about Asian-American women. Boston: Beacon Press.
Chan, J. and others (1992). An introduction to Chinese-American and Japanese-American
literatures. Philadelphia: MLA Press.
Chan, S. (1991). Asian Americans: An interpretive history. Boston: Twayne Publishers.
Kaneshiro, H. (1956). AJA only. Kaneohe: Liliha Press.
Kindkead, G. (1992). Chinatown: A portrait of a closed society. New York: Harper Collins.
McCarty, M. (2001). Dangerous passage: The social and economic impact of Vietnamese
immigration, 1960-1990. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
Oyadomari, M. (2008). Labor, gender, and racism in Chinese sweatshops in the United
States. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.
Richardson, S. (2010). Asian Americans: The model minority? New York: Columbia
University Press.
Suminagashi, K. R. (1995). Jap-Jew. Chicago: The Feminist Press.
Szechuan, T. (2009). Saving face. NewYork: MacMillan.
Takaki, R. (1985). A different mirror. New York: Harcourt-Brace.
Tokashiki, S. (1991). Sayonara to Ikimigura: The portrayal of Japanese and JapaneseAmericans in American film. Princeton: Princeton Press.

Course Analysis Questionnaire
A. Details of the Course
A1. This course is one of the controlled electives for students in the BA in Integrative
Studies Program with an Asian Studies concentration. This course is not intended to be
a Liberal Studies course.
A2. This course does not require changes in any other course in the department. A program
revision of the BA in Integrative Studies--Asian Studies Concentration will include this
course among the controlled electives.
A3. This course has been offered as IGST 481 in Fall 2009 and Fall 2010. Twenty-eight
students were enrolled in Fall 2009 and 32 were enrolled in Fall 2010
A4. This course is not intended to be dual level.
A5. This course is not to be taken for variable credit.
A6. Similar courses are offered at the following institutions, among others:
University of Hawaii: The Japanese-American Experience in the United States
Harvard University: Asian-Americans in California
University of California at Berkeley: Issei, Nisei, and Sansei
A7. No professional society, accrediting authority, law or other external agency recommends
or requires the content or skills of this proposed course.
B.

Interdisciplinary Implications

B1. This course will be taught by one instructor.
B2. The content of this course does not overlap with any other at the University.

B3. This course is not cross-listed.
C. Implementation
C1. No new faculty member is required to teach this course. Dr. Murasaki will alternate this
course with another of her courses, IGST 320 The Tales of the Genji, which is also
among the controlled electives in the Asian Studies concentration of the BA in
Integrative Studies. This course will be counted as one preparation and three hours of
equated workload.
C2. Other resources:
a. Current space allocations are adequate to offer this course.
b. No special equipment is needed for this course.
c. No laboratory supplies are necessary for this course.

d. Library holdings are adequate.
e. The Department budget is sufficient to defray some of the expenses associated with
renting a bus for the field trip.
C3. A grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities awarded to Dr. Murasaki
purchased books, videos, films, and slide sets to augment the University's collection. No
further grant funds are necessary to provide supplementary materials.
C4. This course will be offered every other Fall semester.
C5. One section will be offered at a time.
C6. Up to 35 students can be accommodated in this class in which students do a
considerable amount of writing.
C7. No professional society recommends enrollment limits or parameters for this course.
C8. This course does not involve the use of distance education.
D. Miscellaneous
No additional information is necessary.

