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SYLLABUS OF RECORD

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

HIST 205 United States History Since 1877
3 class hours

0 lab hours
3 semester hours
(3¢c-01-3sh)

Prerequisites: history major, history-prelaw major, social studies with a history concentration
An introduction to United States history 1877 to the present covering such main currents as
industrialization, Progressivism, World War I, the Great Depression and New Deal, World War
11 and the Cold War, the 1960s, the Vietnam War, and post-Vietnam political, social, and
economic developments.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students will:
1) obtain a clear and coherent understanding of the major issues, trends, and historical
interpretations of United States history, with references to Pennsylvania history wherever
appropriate, from Reconstruction to the present.

2) develop reading, writing, and thinking skills as working historians.

3) gain a systematic exposure to the major features of the narrative of our national history.
4) learn how historical communities function and how historical knowledge is generated.
II. DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1 - The Legacies of the Civil War and Reconstruction and the Conquest of the West
Main subjects: A summary of the Civil War and Reconstruction; the ending of
Reconstruction; origins and evolution of Jim Crow; the changing of the western economy

Reading; Unfinished Nation, Chapters 15-16
Nothing but Freedom, all chapters

Week 2 - The Industrial Revolution and the Responses of the Organized Labor
Main subjects: The causes, process, and impact of industrialization; social Darwinism in
America; the concepts of "robber baron" and "industrial democracy"; the development of
organized labor in the Gilded Age; urban crises; the coming of consumer culture



Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapters 17-18
Taking Sides, Issues 1 and 4 (pp. 2-23, 74-95)

Week 3 - The Populist Revolt in the Age of Imperialism
Main subjects: Women, family and industrialism; the rise of the Populist Movement;
outlawing the spoils system; economic panics in the late 19th century, formation of the
agrarian revolt; the coming of the American imperial republic (the Spanish-American
War and the Philippine War)

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapters 19-20
Taking Sides, Issues 2, 3, 5 (pp. 24-51, 52-73, 96-118)

Week 4 - Progressivism and the National Reform
Main subjects: The Setting of the Progressive era; the Social Gospel; settlement house
movement; the evolution of restricted immigration; T. Roosevelt and W. Wilson
compared; African Americans' struggle for political and social equality; Jim Crow and
black disenfranchisement

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapters 21-22
Taking Sides, Issues 7-8 (pp. 146-193)

*Week 5 - The United States and World War I
Main subjects: America's entry into the war; wartime mobilizations and regulations; the
Fourteen Points; Paris Peace Conference; the Red Scare; the women's suffrage movement
and the ratification of the 19th Amendment

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapter 23
Taking Sides, Issue 9 (pp. 194-215)

*First exam

Week 6 - The 1920s and the Coming of the Great Depression
Main subjects: Culture and economy of the 1920s; Nativism and the Klan; Prohibition;
causes of the Great Depression; the election of FDR

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapters 23-25
Behind the Mask of Chivalry, all chapters

Week 7 - The New Deal
Main subjects: Launching the New Deal; Crisis of the New Deal; the "Second" New Deal,
1936 "Referendum"; packing of the Court; African Americans and the New Deal

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapter 26
Taking Sides, Issue 10 (pp. 216-237)



Week 8 - The United States and the World War I
Main subjects: The origins of World War II; wartime diplomacy; the debate over the
isolationism and internationalism; war on two fronts (Europe and the Pacific); race and
gender in the wartime America; the defeat of the Axis powers and Japan

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapters 27-28
Taking Sides, Issue 11 (pp. 238-264)

Dower, War Without Mercy, Parts I and I

Week 9 - The Cold War
Main subjects: Sources of the Soviet-United States tension; "Who Lost China" debate;
The Marshall Plan; the Truman Doctrine; formation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact; the
occupation of Japan; the Korean War; McCarthyism

Reading; Unfinished Nation, Chapter 29
Taking Sides, Issue 12 (pp. 266-287)

Dower, War Without Mercy, Parts III

*Week 10 - The Affluent Society in the Postwar Period
Main subjects: Postwar economic miracle; explosion of science and technology;
suburbanization; the rise of the Civil Rights Movement (wartime protests; Brown v.
Board of Education)

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapter 30
Taking Sides, Issue 13 (pp. 288-311)

*Second exam

Week 11 - The 1960s
Main subjects: The Civil Rights Movement (Montgomery bus boycott, formation of
SCLC and SNCC King's leadership; important civil rights legislation); Voters'
Registration; Kennedy and Johnson administrations and the civil rights movement;
Johnson's Great Society and War on Poverty programs; domestic politics and the Cold
War

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapter 31
Taking Sides, Issues 13 (pp. 288-311)

Week 12 - Challenges to Authority
Main subjects: The New Left; the new feminism; the antiwar movement; the Watergate
scandal and the ending of the Vietnam War

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapters 32-33
Taking Sides, Issues 14 (pp. 312-333)



Week 13 - The "Age of Limits"

Main subjects: The Reagan Revolution; the end of the Cold War; the emergence of the
New Right; Religious revivalism; "supply-side" economics; human rights and national
interests

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapter 33
Taking Sides, Issue 15-16 (pp. 334-349, 350-373)

Week 14 - The Age of Globalization

Main subjects: the fall of the Soviet Union; the Fading of the Reagan Revolution; the
Election 1988; the Gulf War; the Clinton triumphs and tragedies; new patterns of
immigration; renewed battles over feminism, abortion and environmentalism; the “culture
wars"

Reading: Unfinished Nation, Chapter 34
Taking Sides, Issue 17 (pp. 374-401)

*Week 15 - Final Exam

IV. EVALUATION METHODS

Evaluation of class will be based on the students' performance in three areas: exams, in- and out-
class exercises, and participation.

e There shall be three exams, each counting 20% of the final grade. The exams consist of

identifications (not excluding multiple choice questions), short answers, and essay
questions.

The exercise assignments include a number of assignments that aim at encouraging the
students' critical thinking and developing basic reading, writing, analytic and research
skills as working historians. Assignments include book reviews, analysis and
interpretation of primary sources or documents, library research, online research, and
reactions to historical events. Completion of the assignments in this category counts 30%
of the final grade.

Class participation counts 10% of the final grade. Class participation includes
constructive engagement in classroom activities, preparation and informed participation
in debates and discussion, participation in other types of individual or collaborative
learning activities, and, finally, regular attendance. Failure to attend more than 3 classes
without an approved excuse will result in a 2% reduction in score for each occurrence.

Summary of the class evaluations;

[ ]

60% = Exams (3 @ 20%)
30% = Exercise Assignments
10% = Class Participation



Grade scales:

A =90% and over
B =80% - 89%
C=70% - 79%
D =60% - 69%
F = below 60%

V. TEXTBOOK AND OTHER REQUIRED READINGS

There shall be one major textbook and three to five other required readings, which include at
least one monograph representing the current historiography of the field.

Textbook:

¢ Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People,
Volume II: From 1865, 3rd ed. (Boston, McGraw Hill, 2000) (cited as Unfinished Nation)

Other Required Reading:

¢ Larry Madaras and James M. SoRelle, eds., Taking Sides: Clashing Views on
Controversial Issues in American History, Volume II: Reconstruction to the Present, 9th
ed. (Guifold, Conn.: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2001). A collection of paired essays

(excerpts from the monographs of working historians) that provides opposing views on
controversial issues. (cited as Taking Sides)

e Eric Foner, Nothing But Freedom: Emancipation and Its I.egacy (1983). A collection of
three essays respectively discussing the Freedmen's pursuit of economic independence

during the post-emancipation period and comparing emancipations in the southern United
States and the Caribbean.

o Nancy MacLean, Behind the Mask of Chivalry: The Making of the Second Ku Klux Klan
(1992). An in-depth study on the origins, organizations, ideology and activities of the rise
of second KKK movement in the 1910s and 1920s.

o John W. Dower, War Without Mercy: Race & Power in the Pacific War (1986). A study
that examines the cultural and ideological roots of the Pacific War between the United

States and Japan during the WWII.

V1. SPECIAL RESOURCES REQUIREMENTS

None.



COURSE ANALYSIS QUESTIONNAIRE

SECTION A; DETAILS OF THE COURSE

Al

A2

How does this course fit into the programs of the department? For what students is
the course designed?

This course is a requirement for history majors and social science education majors

Following the national practice, the History Department will require all history B.A.
majors to take 5 foundation courses, which consist of: HIST-200 (Introduction to
History), HIST 201-Western Civilization Before 1600 (existing), HIST 202-Western
Civilization Since 1600 (existing), HIST 204-United States History To 1877 (proposed
course), and HIST 205-United States History Since 1877 (proposed course).

HIST 204 and HIST 205 are part of the program revision for the majors that will be
forthcoming from the History Department. The revision is necessary because both the
National Council for Accreditation for Teacher Education (NCATE) and Pennsylvania
Department of Education require teacher certification candidates, who make up two-
thirds of the majors in the History Department, to complete sufficient courses in the
history of the United States. (For the requirements documentations from the NCATE and
Pennsylvania Department of Education, please see Appendix 1).

In our current program for majors, we require HIST 203-U.S. History for Historians,
which is a one-semester introductory U.S. history course that emphasizes issues instead
of providing a comprehensive survey. HIST 204 and HIST 205 will meet our majors'
needs for strong survey courses while retaining our past emphasis “on issues, methods,
and problems that currently concern professional historians” as described in the original
catalog description of HIST 203.

Does this course require changes in the content of existing courses or requirements
for a program? If catalog descriptions of other courses or department programs
must be changed as a result of the adoption of this course, please submit as separate
proposals all other changes in courses and/or program requirements.

Under the current program, the majors are required to take HIST 203. As stated in the
answer to A1, HIST 204 and HIST 205 are part of the program revision that is
forthcoming from the History Department and these two new courses, once approved,
will replace the existing HIST 203 (which will be deleted after fall 2002). All incoming
majors will take either/both HIST 204 and HIST 205 to fuifill the requirements for the
foundation courses. The Department will provide adequate guidance, advisement and
support to accommodate the needs of those students who entered the major program
before HIST 204 and HIST 205 are in place.



A3

A4

AS

A6

A7

The History Department has informed the Geography and Economics Departments about

the replacement of HIST 203 with HIST 204 and 205. These Departments, which require
their Social Science Education majors to take HIST 203 to fulfill the major’s requirement,

will be sending a letter of support for this change.

Has this course ever been offered at IUP on a trial basis (e.g. as a special topic). If so,
explain the details of the offering.

A similar course existed in the program before 1990. No such course has been offered
since 1990.

Is this course to be a dual-level course? If so, what is the approval status at the
graduate level?
No.

If this course may be taken for variable credit, what criteria will be used to relate
the credits to the learning experience of each student? Who will make this
determination and by what procedures?

N/A.

Do other higher education institutions currently offer this course? If so, please list
examples.

Yes. Examples are selected from the on-line catalogs of the following universities and
colleges (For the details of their course descriptions and websites sources, please see
Appendix 2):

1. University of Oklahoma

2. St. Louis University

3. University of New Mexico

4. University of Northern Iowa

5. University of West Virginia

6. Bloomsburg University

7. University of Pennsylvania

8. Indiana University at Bloomington

Is the content, or are the skills, of the proposed course recommended or required by
a professional society, accrediting authority, law or other external agency? If so,
please provide documentation. Explain why this content or these skills cannot be
incorporated into an existing course.

Yes. The American Historical Association (AHA) in its official report of 1990, titled
“Liberal Learning and the History Major," makes a number of recommendations
regarding foundation courses for a history major. First, typically 30-33 semester hours in



history courses, "not including six hours in foundation surveys," should be required to
complete a four-year degree in a history major. Second, the history major's foundation
course should be "well-designed,” "ideally taught in small classes with diverse methods,"
center "on historiographical or thematic topics," and require use essay exams instead of
multiple choice exams. Third, course offerings in every field (including the foundation
course) should give "open and honest attention to questions of race, gender, class,
ethnicity, and worldwide interdependence.” (For the citations from AHA Report, pp. 15-6,
please see Appendix 3.)

As stated in the answer to A1, U.S. history survey courses are the foundation courses that
are taught universally throughout the United States and provide the knowledge and skills

a history major needs to pursue the study of upper-level courses. The proposed HIST 204
and HIST 205 will replace HIST 203 as the foundation course requirement for our majors.

SECTION B: INTERDISCIPLINARY IMPLICATIONS

Bl  Will this course be taught by one instructor or will there be team teaching? If latter,
explain the teaching plan and its rationale

The course will be taught by one instructor per section.

B2  What is the relationship between the content of this course and the content of the
courses offered by other departments? Summarize your discussions (with other
Departments) concerning the proposed changes and indicate how any conflicts have
been resolved. Please attach relevant memoranda from these departments which
clarify their attitudes toward the proposed change(s).

This course is strongly discipline-based and will not overlap with courses offered
by any other department.

The Geography and Economics Departments require their Social Science Education
majors to take HIST 203 to fulfill the major's requirement. The History Department is in
touch with these Departments for letters of support.

B3  Will seats in this course be made available to students in the Scheol of Continuing
Education?
Yes, if they meet the prerequisites of the course.

SECTION C: IMPLEMENTATION

C1  Arefaculty resources adequate? If you are not requesting or have not been
authorized to hire additional faculty, demonstrate how this course will fit into the
schedules of current faculty. What will be taught less frequently or in fewer sections
to make this possible?



C2

C4

Cs

C6

This program revision will make it no more difficult to staff these two courses than it is
to staff the existing single course. Because majors will have more 200-level courses from
which to choose, these will be put into a regular rotation; total number of 200-level
courses offered should not change from current practice.

What other resources will be needed to teach this course and how adequate are the
current resources? If not adequate, what plans exist for achieving adequacy? Reply
in terms of the following:

*Space

*Equipment

*Laboratory Supplies and other Consumable Goods
*Library Materials

*Travel Funds

The offering of these two courses does not require resources other than those that have
been used in other U.S. history courses currently offered by the department.

Are any of the resources for this course funded by a grant? If so, what provisions
have been made to continue support for this course once the grant has expired
(Attach letters of support from Dean, Provost, etc.)

No.

How frequently do you expect this course to be offered? Is this course particularly
designed for or restricted to certain seasonal semesters?

We expect to offer this course every other semester, but we may offer it every semester if
there is sufficient demand.

How many sections of this course do you anticipate offering in any single semester?
We anticipate offering two sections of the course in a single semester.

How many students do you plan to accommeodate in a section of this course? Is this
planned number limited by the availability of any resources? Explain.

Following the recommendations and our past practice in offering foundation courses for
majors, we plan to accommodate 25 students in a section of this course.

Does any professional society recommend enrollment limits or parameters for a
course of this nature? If they do, please quote from the appropriate documents.
No.

SECTION D: MISCELLANEOUS

Include any additional information valuable to those reviewing this new course proposal.

No additional information is needed.



