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I. Catalog Description

CRIM 215 Survey of Courts and the Criminal 3 class hours
Justice System 0 lab hours

3 semester hours
Prerequisites: CRIM 101 and CRIM 102

(3¢-01-3sh)

This course will examine the historical background, the traditions, and the legal principles that
underlie the Courts as an integral component of the American system of Criminal Justice. Both
differences and similarities inherent within the State and Federal Court processes will be
analyzed, and the procedures through which the criminal courts uphold the basic rights and
liberties of all U.S. citizens, both victims and the accused, will be explored. The dynamics of the
judiciary will be considered through examination of the critical foundations of the judicial
process. A primary focus will be placed upon understanding the respective roles played by
Judges, Prosecuting Attorneys, Defense Counsel, Police, and Probation Officers and other Court-
related personnel in the criminal court process.

IL. Course Objectives
Students will:

1. Trace the history of the criminal courts from their respective foundations within English-
based common law to the contemporary models that currently underlie judicial processes
at both state and federal levels.

2. Identify the fundamental philosophies, legal concepts, and terminology that underlie the
contemporary American court system.

3. Examine the import of individual constitutional and statutory rights upon the criminal
justice system in the United States.

4. Identify, examine, and understand the respective professional roles of those persons who
work within the criminal court system; this includes: justices and judges of the trial and
appellate courts; prosecuting attorneys; defense counsel; law enforcement officers;
probation officers, and other court-related personnel.

5. Discuss the major issues impacting upon the criminal court systems of today, and project
how such issues will likely affect the criminal courts in the future.

6. Examine the procedural processes utilized by the American criminal court system.

7. Compare and contrast the similarities and distinctions in and between the criminal courts
at the federal and state levels, and demonstrate an understanding of the structural
distinctions among courts divided into trial, appellate, and juvenile divisions.

8. Assess the impact that the criminal court system has upon those who come before it:
victims, defendants, criminal justice professionals, and the general public-at-large.
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III. Course Outline

A. Courts, Crime and Controversy - An Overview (2 class periods)

B. The Law and Crime-From the Common Law To Today (2 class periods)

C. The Federal Court System (2 class periods)

D. The State Courts and “New Federalism” (2 class periods)

E. The Dynamics of the American Courthouse (2 class periods)

F. First Examination (1 class period)

G. The Role of the Prosecution in the Criminal Courts (3 class periods)

H. The Role of Defense Counsel in the Criminal Courts (2 class periods)

I. Judges at Work in the Courtroom — Their Roles and Responsibilities (2 class periods)

J. Critical Parties in Criminal Court — Victims, Witnesses, and Defendants (2 class
periods)

K. Second Examination (1 class period)

L. Processing the Accused Through The Criminal Courts (2 class periods)

M. The Bail System — An Alternative to Defendant’s Pretrial Detention (2 class periods)
N. Evidence as an Issue — Pretrial Discovery and Suppression (3 class periods)

O. Negotiated Justice — The Controversy Over Plea Bargaining (2 class periods)

P. Trials and the Jury Process — (2 class periods)

Q. Third Examination (1 class period)

R. Sentencing Alternatives — Probation, Intermediate Sanctions, Fines, Incarceration,
and the Death Penalty (3 class periods)

S. The Process of Sentencing (1 class period)
T. The Nature of the Appellate Court Process (2 class periods)

U. Lower Courts at Work — From the Minor Judiciary to the Trial Courts (2 class
periods)

V. Inside the Juvenile Courts (1 class period)
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W. Final Examination

IV. Evaluation Methods
The final semester grade will be determined as follows:

80% from the scores on tests; and,
20% from the scores on quizzes.

Tests will not be cumulative and will be given on those days listed in advance on the
course assignment sheet. The tests will include both short answer essay questions, and objective
questions; the objective questions will consist of questions of the “true/false”, “ multiple
choice”, and “completion” (or “fill in the blank”) type. There will be four (4) such tests, each of
which will consist of one hundred (100) points. The fourth and last test will be the Final
Examination. Any test that is missed on the regularly scheduled day may be made up only by
promptly scheduling a make-up examination with the instructor. It is each student’s
responsibility to schedule any such makeup exam as soon as possible after the originally-

scheduled test date.

Quizzes - Periodic unannounced quizzes will be given on the reading assignments from
the text; there will be five (5) quizzes each of which will consist of twenty (20) points.

Grading scale: (for both the tests and course evaluation) will be determined by the
instructor and included on the class syllabus; for example:
90% -100% = A
80% - 89%
70% - 79%
60% - 69% =
below 60%
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V. Attendance Policy

Individual faculty will denote an attendance policy on specific course syllabi.

V1. Required Textbooks, Supplemental Books and Readings

Textbook: Neubauer, David W., America’s Courts and the Criminal Justice System,
Seventh Edition, Wadsworth Group, Thomson Learning, Inc., 2002

VII. Special Resource Requirements
Each student will be expected to have access to a computer designed to run Windows 95

or higher, Windows NT, or Mac OS 7.5 or higher in order to utilize the following CD-
ROM Supplement to this course:
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CD Supplement: Portney, Kent E., and Goldman, Jerry, Crime and Punishment, Version
1.1, Wadsworth Group, Belmont, CA, [ISBN 0-534-56340-6].

[Students will be expected to view selected case files from the CD-ROM, observe the
parties and the issues being discussed, and review the applicable law which is relevant to
each scenario; students will then proceed to “render a ‘judicial’ decision” regarding the
case. The students’ decisions, and the rationale underlying them, will be integrated into
class discussions.]
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Course Analysis Questionnaire: CRIM 215
Survey of Courts and the Criminal Justice System

Section A: Details of the Course

Al  The proposed course is part of the Criminal Justice System “Group A” controlled
electives. It is offered for majors only.

A2  This course requires changes in the content of existing courses within our
program. It is one component of a program revision. CRIM 215 will include
portions of the content currently offered in CRIM 210 Criminal Law, CRIM 260
Criminal Procedure and Admissibility of Evidence, and CRIM 388 Court
Administration.

CRIM 210 Criminal Law, CRIM 260 Criminal Procedure and Admissibility of
Evidence, and CRIM 388 Court Administration will be deleted as part of the
program revision.

A3 This course has not been offered at IUP on a trial basis.

A4  The course will NOT be dual-listed.

AS  The course will NOT be taken for variable credit.

A6  This course is commonly found at other higher education institutions. Current

examples are listed on the pages immediately following this Course Analysis
Questionnaire.

A7  The content of the course is recommended by a professional society: the
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences [ACJS]. Our discipline does not have an
accreditation program, instead, one of the two main professional societies has
published “minimum standards for criminal justice education” (see Appendix B).

Of relevance to this course, ACJS recommends that criminal justice programs
offer core courses in “Law Adjudication (criminal law, criminal procedures,

prosecution, defense, and court procedures and decision-making™). Minimum
Standards for Criminal Justice Education, standard 2.d.

Section B: Interdisciplinary Implications

B1 The course will be taught by a single instructor.

B2 The course content is specific to our major; we see no conflict with the courses
offered by other departments.
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Section C: Implementation

C1 Faculty resources are adequate. The proposed course is part of a major program
revision. The program revision was designed to fit departmental resources.

C2 No additional resources are needed.
C3  No part of the course is grant funded.

C4  Frequency of course offering: every semester.
Please see Appendix A for a chart of course offerings.

C5  Number of sections: two (2).
Please see Appendix A for a chart of course offerings.

C6  Number of students per section: 35
Please see Appendix A for a chart of course offerings.

C7  Our professional societies have NOT made any recommendations regarding
enrollment limits or parameters for a course of this nature.

Section D: Miscellaneous

The proposed course is a staple in Criminology and Criminal Justice programs. The
content reflects course materials we currently teach. The proposed course, and the larger
program revision of which it is a part, reorganizes existing program content to streamline
our curriculum and to reflect contemporary practices in the discipline.
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